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SYNOPSIS  
 
FC Venus is a modern-day romantic comedy of women and men, and the differences 
between the two. It is a story of success and failure, the joy of winning and the fear of losing 
– and football.  
 
The main characters of the film are Anna (Minna Haapkylä) and Pete (Petteri Summanen), a 
young couple who live together in Helsinki. Pete plays football in the 7th division, the lowest 
possible series level, in a lousy but obsessive team. The men play, watch, think, live and 
breathe football. Anna in turn hates the whole sport but her love for Pete overrides her 
hostility towards football.  
 
But dark clouds loom over the happy relationship. Anna discovers to her horror that Pete 
intends to waste the whole month of June attending the World Cup in Germany with his 
teammates next year. The expensive trip with a team of sluggards comes first, Anna is left 
second behind.  
 
Anna won’t put up with it. In a flare of anger, she ends up making a bet with Pete: Anna will 
put a team together of the wives and girlfriends of the men on Pete’s team and challenge 
them to a game at the end of the summer. If the women win, the men must give up playing 
and watching football. And if the men win, the women must never again give the men a hard 
time over their hobby.  
 
So is born the women’s team, FC Venus.  
 
The film follows the women through their trialsome, summer-long crash course in the secrets 
of football. The women finally learn what “offside” means, but they also learn a good many 
new things about women’s and men’s worlds. When the two teams finally meet, Anna and 
Pete, especially, have to consider what kind of a game they have thrown themselves into. 
Love is tested when the stakes grow higher and the rules change.  



 
DIRECTOR’S NOTE  
 
I got the idea for FC Venus a few years ago when our 7th division football team, HeMan 
(Hesperian Mankeli), had just won some totally irrelevant match. We players were boasting 
over a few beers. Someone started telling a story about his friend, a football fanatic, who 
had drifted into a marriage crisis after being forced to choose: his wife or football. As you 
can well guess, the wife left, football stayed.  
 
I shook my head at the story, laughing with the rest of my teammates. But I got an itch. 
Now there’s subject for a comedy. Funny, because it’s so absurd. Touching, because it’s so 
true. 
 
I started working on the idea. I wanted to make a romantic comedy of couples whose lives 
are messed up by a fanatic passion for gutter-division football, far from riches and glory. 
When grown men give in to their primitive drive to compete, an endless supply of comic 
situations arise. I presented my idea to my HeMan teammate, producer Jarkko Hentula, and 
it caught his interest right away.  
 
The idea grew into a project. We started to reflect on all the different aspects of the topic. A 
director friend of ours came up with an idea of a match between men and women. This set 
the story on the right track: the central characters no longer were the men but their football-
loathing wives and girlfriends. Since we already had two men developing the project, we 
decided to look for two women to write the screenplay. Football fan, reporter Outi 
Keskevaari, and author, screenwriter Katri Manninen, a sworn football hater, were eager to 
join the project, and with their excellent contribution the story truly came to life.  
 
The project is now turning into a film: FC Venus. A crew is forming in front, behind and 
around the camera that represent the top of their field, both professionally and in their 
exceptional sense of humor. I don’t know which quality is a greater virtue in comedy. But I 
wouldn’t compromise on either.  
 
At the beginning of 2006 we can present a comedy that is entertaining, funny, and may at 
times even bring a few tears in the eye. FC Venus is a funny and colorful story of joys, fears, 
dreams and loves – timeless themes in the spirit of our times.  
 
Director Joona Tena 
 
Joona Tena is a film director and architect by education. His 
previous works include the TV-film “The Good Ship” (2003), 
the TV-series “Kivi ja Kilpi” (the Stone and the Shield, 2003 
and 2001) and the documentary “Haapoja in Paris” (2000). He 
has also directed award-winning short films, such as “Drifter’s 
Heaven” (1998), “Graceland” (1998) and episodes in the TV-
series “Käenpesä” (Cuckoo’s nest, 2004-05) and worked as a  
screenwriter.  
  
 
 

 



CAST 
 
Minna Haapkylä – Anna 
 
Anna is bright and she has a quick sense of humour. 
She loves her boyfriend Pete, the only thing she finds 
annoying in him is his ever escalating football 
fanaticism.  
Anna’s role is played by Minna Haapkylä, whose previous 
leading roles include Producing Adults (2004, Finnish nominee 
for the Foreign language Film Oscar) and Lovers and Leavers 
(2002). Haapkylä was awarded Jussi -award™ (Finnish 
equivalent for Oscar) for her supporting role in Kiss Me In The 
Rain (1999). Currently she is playing the female lead in Nicole 
Garcia’s Selon Charlie. Haapkylä was selected in European 
Shooting Star in 2003. 
 
 
 

Petteri Summanen – Pete 
 
Anna’s boyfriend Pete is fun loving and mild natured 
fire man. He loves Anna more than anything in the 
world… except maybe football. 
  
Petteri Summanen has made a remarkable career in a short 
period of time establishing himself both as a number one 
comedian in Finland and as a heartthrob of romantic dramas. 
His most recent films are Harbour Brothers (2004) and The 
Frozen Land (2005). His other lead roles include Upswing 
(2003), Blue Corner (2002) ja The Restless (2000).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Laura Malmivaara – Carita 
 
Carita is Anna’s childhood friend and the best player on 
the game.  
Laura Malmivaara was overnight star with her first film The 
Restless (2000). Since then she has been one of the most 
sought after actresses in Finland. She has played leading roles 
in Vares (2004), Young Gods (2003) and Lovers and Leavers 
(2002) and in an Italian film L´amore di Marja (2004). 
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