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Imaginary Heroes 
Director’s Statement 

 
I've always been interested in what's underneath a person's shell. Even as a 
kid I could tell people were sometimes hiding things deeper and darker than 
they would ever admit. I knew there were stories beneath the surface. I knew 
there were mistakes and regrets that were actually the foundations of their 
lives, but when people have spent their entire lives building a facade, it's 
often impossible to break it. An outside force has to do it -- to shatter it 
to pieces. 
 
 The Greek tragedies of Aeschylus begin with a single action, a single mistake 
-- the 'original sin'.  It is the seed from which the story grows, like the branches of 
a tree, or the butterfly effect of the chaos theory.  Someone makes a mistake in 
the past.  What happens when that mistake changes history so much that it 
informs everything that happens over the next twenty years?  What happens 
when the mistake itself is a secret?  Where do people think their problems come 
from? 
 
This is my motivation behind IMAGINARY HEROES. 
 

 2



Imaginary Heroes 
Synopsis 

 
IMAGINARY HEROES is a look at one long year in the lives of an ostensibly 
typical, upper-middle-class suburban family.  It tells a tale of a family in crisis with 
wit, warmth and a very contemporary sardonic spin. 
 
Following a sobering family tragedy, the Travises go to pieces. Teenaged 
son Tim (Emile Hirsch), the black sheep of the family, walks through his 
life like it’s a bad dream.  His father Ben (Jeff Daniels) begins treating 
his wife and children like strangers and completely disengages from the 
world around him, while his mother Sandy (Sigourney Weaver) takes to smoking 
pot and letting loose with all the considerable sarcasm she can muster. 
Meanwhile, she wages a bitter feud with the next-door neighbor over carefully 
concealed secrets that threaten to tear the family apart. 
 
With elements of pathos, salty humor and self-discovery, Imaginary Heroes is 
ultimately about what it means to be part of a family -- the good, the bad, 
and everything in between. 
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Imaginary Heroes 
Credits 

 
CAST 

 
Sandy Travis………………………………………………………...Sigourney Weaver 
Tim Travis………………………………………………………………….Emile Hirsch 
Ben Travis…………………………………………………………………...Jeff Daniels 
Penny Travis…………………………………………………………Michelle Williams 
Matt Travis……………………………………………………………………Kip Pardue 
Marge Dwyer………………………………………………………...Deirdre O’Connell 
Kyle Dwyer………………………………………………………………Ryan Donowho 
Steph Connors…………………………………………………………Suzanne Santo 
Vern………………………………………………………………………….Jay Paulson 
Jack Johnson………………………………………………………….Luke Robertson 
Mitchell Goldstein……………………………………………………………Lee Wilkof 
Dr. Monte…………………………………………………………………..Terry Beaver 
Shelly Chan………………………………………………………………..Sara Tanaka 
Undercover Hippie…………………………...……………………………Ned Benson 
Store Clerk……………………………………...…………………….Larry Fessenden 
Sid ……………………………………………………………… Ryan Patrick Bachand 
Veteran Home Receptionist…………………………………………..Lori Yeghiayan 
Nurse Lindy…………………………………………………………...Marsha Debonis 
Angela……………………………………………………………………Heidi Newhart 
Jenny…………...…………………………………………………………….Ari Graynor 
Emily Slaff……………………………………………………………………..Erin Fritch 
Robert………………………………………………………………Wayne Kasserman 
Brett Tabisel……………………………………………………………..Matthew Carey 
Dr. Davis……...…………………………………………………………..Henry Strozier 
Emergency Room Dr……………………………..……………………Stephen Rowe 
Hal………………………………………………………………………………John Rue 
Hattie……………………………………………………………………..Sylvia Kauders 
Sophie…………………………………………………………………………Jen Jones 
Inappropriate Soccer Mom #1………………………………………………Lee Brock 
Inappropriate Soccer Mom #2………………………………………...Barbara Gulan 
Bob Clyde…………………………………………………………………Adam Lefevre 
Mr. Barnes………………………………………………………………….Bruce Norris 
Kiki…………………………………………………………………………...Justin Bond 
Herb……………………………………………………………………...Kenny Mellman 
Tabitha……………………………………………………………………Nicole Tubiola 
Martha………………………………...…………………………………..Fran McGee 
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Imaginary Heroes 
Credits 
CREW 

 
Written and Directed by……………………………………………………Dan Harris 
Producer…………………………………………..……………………..Illana Diamant 
Producers……………………………………….………Gina Resnick, Denise Shaw 
Producers……………………………………….…………..Art Linson, Frank Hübner 
Executive Producer……………………………………………………Moshe Diamant 
Executive Producers………………………………………….Rudy Cohen, Jan Fantl 
Co-Producer………………………………………………………………Deborah Lee 
Director of Photography………………………………………………………...Tim Orr 
Editor………………………………………………………………………James Lyons 
Production Designer………………………………………………………..Rick Butler 
Costume Designer…………………………………………………Michael Wilkinson 
Music by…………………………………………………John Ottman, Deborah Lurie 
Casting by………………………………………….Ellen Lewis and Jennifer Euston 
 

MUSIC  
 “Allegro” (from Spring Violin Concerto) 
Written by: Vivaldi 
Performed by: The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Courtesy of: Extreme Music 
 
Written by: George Greer, Jeffrey Wilson, and Steve Woodard 
Performed by: Pure Prairie League 
Courtesy of Spirit Music Group o/b/o Rushmore Records 
 
“Detroit” 
Written by: Nick Lucassian and Marlon Young 
Performed by: Shipwreck Union 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Taro Entertainment 
 
“Tainted Love” 
Written by: Ed Cobb 
Performed by: Imogen Bailey 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Great Barrier Reef Approach  
 
“Two Tickets To Paradise” 
Written by: Eddie Money 
Performed by: Tripping Jar 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Taro Entertainment 
 
“Waterfall” 
Written by: Mark Arnell, Daniel Martin, Josh Fields, and Matt Cheadle 
Performed by: I-94 
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Courtesy of: I-94 
 
“Feelin’ Alright” 
Written by: Dave Mason 
Performed by: I-94 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and I-94 Music 
 
“Scandalous” 
Written by: Michael J. Mani and Amir Zaid 
Performed by: Amir 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Michael J. Mani Productions and 5th 
Wheel Records 
 
“Alleycat” 
Written by: Frank Bjorn 
Performed by: Countdown  
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation 
 
"Zungguzungguzungguzeng" 
Written by: Winston Foster and Henry Lawes 
Performed by: YELLOWMAN 
Courtesy of: Shanachie Entertainment Corp. 
 
“Baby Scratch My Back” 
Written by: James Moore 
Performed by: Slim Harpo 
Courtesy of: Hip-O Records under license from Universal Music Enterprises 
 
“Home For The Holidays” 
Writers: Al Stillman and Robert Allen 
Performed by: Joey Singer 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Michael J. Mani Productions  
 
“I’ll Be Home This Christmas” 
Written by: Shakin Stevens and Ronald Harwood 
Performed by: Shakin Stevens 
Courtesy of: Sony Music Entertainment (UK) Ltd 
By arrangement with Sony Music Licensing  
 
"Tonight's The Kind of Night" 
Written by: Melanie Safka 
Performed by: Kiki and Herb 
Courtesy of: Two Story Music 
 
“Lose Your Mind” 
Written by: Michael J. Mani, Jordan Omley, Nick Turpin 
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Performed by: Day and Night 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Michael J. Mani Productions / 3:AM 
Music 
 
"As The Rush Comes" 
Written by: Jes Brieden, Josh Gabriel, David Dresden 
Performed by: Motorcycle 
Courtesy of Ultra Records, Inc. 
 
"Shark Hunt"  
Written by: Joseph Wisternoff, Nicholas Warren                 
Performed by: Way Out West 
Courtesy Of: Distinctive Records and Nettwerk America 
 
“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas”                      
Written by: M. Martin and R. Blane, EMI 
Arranged by: Conor Oberst and friends 
Taken from: A Christmas Album (Bright Eyes) 
Performed by: Bright Eyes  
Courtesy of: © and (p) 2002 Saddle Creek  
www.saddle-creek.com 
 
“Baby Hold On” 
Written by: Eddie Money and James Douglas Lyon 
Performed by: Nina Khoury 
Courtesy of: Music Sales Corporation and Taro Entertainment  
 
“It’s Alright” 
Written by: John Osbourne, Bill Ward, Tony Iommi, and Terence Butler 
Performed by: Peace Out featuring Chris Logan 
Produced by: Michael J. Mani and Richard Rudolph 
Courtesy Of: Rudolph Productions 
 
"Drug Day Afternoon" 
Written by: Ryan Donowho and Emile Hirsch 
Performed by: Ryan Donowho and Emile Hirsch 
Courtesy of: Flip with Paranoia Productions  
 
"Violin Concerto In D Major, Op.77" 
Written by: Johannes Brahms 
Performed by: Takako Nishizaki, Violin, Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra 
Conducted by Stephen Gunzenhauser 
Courtesy of: Naxos by arrangement with Source/Q 
 
”Alive” 
Written by Stone Gossard and Eddie Vedder                        
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Imaginary Heroes 
About the Director 

 
DAN HARRIS (Writer/Director) most recently co-wrote the blockbuster “X2: 
X-Men United” at the age of 22 for director Bryan Singer, an assignment 
offered to him after the director read the screenplay for IMAGINERY HEROES. 
X2 starred Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman, Ian McKellen and Halle Berry and 
opened with a domestic weekend gross of $85 million before grossing $415 
million worldwide. In the same year, his photography was published by New 
York fashion landmark Visionaire, and he was honored as one of Variety’s top 
10 screenwriters to watch. 
  
Harris and writing partner Michael Dougherty are currently writing the 
upcoming “Superman” feature film.  They also wrote the screenplay for 
Wolfgang Petersen’s “Ender’s Game,” the remake of “Logan’s Run, “ and 
“Charlie Chan,” as well as multiple drafts of “Fantastic Four,” which is 
currently filming. In addition, with Dougherty and Bryan Singer, Dan is 
writing a year’s worth of the Ultimate X-Men comic books. 
  
Before getting his bachelors degree from Columbia University, Harris’ short 
film “Urban Chaos Theory” won the Grand Jury Prize for Best Short Film at 
the NoDance Film Festival and has been distributed on DVD. The following 
winter, his short film, “The Killing of Candice Klein,” played to rave 
reviews at the Sundance Film Festival. 
  
Upon graduation from Columbia in 2001, Harris won the Louis B. Sudler prize 
in the arts for his screenplay, “America’s Least Wanted” – the only time a 
screenplay has ever won.  Just months after graduating from college and 
moving to Los Angeles, Harris and writing partner Michael Dougherty sold 
their first pitch, a horror film, to Phoenix Pictures. 
  
Dan was born and raised in Pennsylvania. When he was seventeen, Woody 
Allen accidentally hit him with a tennis ball and he has wanted to be a movie 
director ever since. 
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Imaginary Heroes 
About the Cast 

 
SIGOURNEY WEAVER (Sandy Travis) made her motion picture debut in 1979 
in Ridley Scott’s hugely successful “Alien.”  She reprised the role of Warrant 
Officer Ripley in James Cameron’s “Aliens” in 1986, for which she earned a Best 
Actress Academy Award nomination, and in David Fincher’s “Aliens 3” in 1992, 
for which she also served as co-producer.  In 1997, Weaver brought Ripley back 
to life in “Alien Resurrection” for director Jean-Pierre Jeunet.  She has created a 
host of memorable characters, both dramatic and comic, in other films as well, 
from “Ghostbusters” to “The Year of Living Dangerously” to “Gorillas in the Mist” 
to “Working Girl” to “Dave.” 
 
2002 was a busy and diverse year for Sigourney Weaver.  In July, she starred 
alongside Bebe Neuwirth and newcomer Aaron Stanford in the Miramax release 
of Gary Winick’s Sundance Film Festival favorite “Tadpole.”  She also reprised, 
on film, her role in “The Guys,” which she originated on stage earlier that year at 
the Flea Theatre in Downtown Manhattan.  Playwright Anne Nelson’s moving 
response to the World Trade Towers collapse and the events of September 11 
was directed for film by Ms. Weaver’s husband Jim Simpson, who also directed 
the stage production.  The stage production co-starred Bill Murray and the film 
version co-stars Anthony LaPaglia.  Weaver also recently starred with Jon Voight 
in Disney’s “Holes,” the feature adaptation of Louis Sachar’s celebrated 
children’s book, directed by Andrew Davis. 
 
In 1982, Weaver made an indelible impression on audiences and critics alike, 
starring opposite Mel Gibson and Linda Hunt, in Peter Weir’s brilliant romantic 
drama set in Indonesia at the outset of the 1965 revolution, “The Year of Living 
Dangerously.” 
 
In a single year, 1988, Weaver had starring roles in three hit movies back to 
back: “Gorillas in the Mist,” in which she portrayed primatologist Dian Fossey; the 
Mike Nichols comedy “Working Girl” and “Ghostbusters II.”  Weaver received her 
second and third Academy Award nominations for “Gorillas in the Mist” and 
“Working Girl,” and received Golden Globe Awards for her performances in each 
of these films. 
 
In 1992, Weaver reprised the role of Ellen Ripley in David Fincher’s “Alien 3,” and 
in 1993 she starred opposite Kevin Kline in Ivan Reitman’s incandescent political 
comedy “Dave.” In 1994, she starred in Roman Polanski’s gripping film 
adaptation of Ariel Dorfman’s political drama, “Death and the Maiden,” opposite 
Ben Kingsley.  In 1995, Weaver starred opposite Holly Hunter in the 
psychological thriller “Copycat,” directed by John Amiel.  
 
In the fall of 1997, Weaver starred in Ang Lee’s critically acclaimed “The Ice 
Storm” alongside Kevin Kline, Joan Allen, Elijah Wood and Christina Ricci.  Her 
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performance garnered her a BAFTA Award, a Golden Globe nomination and a 
Screen Actors’ Guild nomination for Best Supporting Actress. 
 
In the winter of 1999, Weaver starred in two strikingly different films. Her 
galvanizing performance in “A Map of The World,” Scott Elliott’s powerful drama 
based on the novel by Jane Hamilton, earned universal critical praise and a “Best 
Actress” Golden Globe nomination.  Her comic turn, along with crewmates Tim 
Allen and Alan Rickman, in the science fiction comedy “Galaxy Quest” for 
director Dean Parisot, proved to be one of the delights of the Holiday season, 
and a continuing cult hit.  
 
Weaver starred in 2000 as half of a mother-daughter con artist duo, together with 
actress Jennifer Love Hewitt, Gene Hackman and Ray Liotta, in director David 
Mirkin’s hit romantic comedy caper “Heartbreakers.” 
 
Other film credits include starring roles in “Deal of the Century” with Chevy 
Chase and Gregory Hines, “Half Moon Street” with Michael Caine, “One Woman 
or Two” with Gerard Depardieu, “Eyewitness” with William Hurt, Ridley Scott’s 
“1492” again with Depardieu, a memorable cameo appearance in the film 
adaptation of Paul Rudnick’s stage comedy, “Jeffrey,” and a fleeting moment as 
Woody Allen’s date outside the movie theatre in “Annie Hall.” 
 
Born and educated in New York City, Weaver graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in English from Stanford University and went on to receive a Master’s 
degree from the Yale School of Drama.  Her first professional job was as an 
understudy in Sir John Gielgud’s production of “The Constant Wife,” starring 
Ingrid Bergman, which toured before being presented on Broadway. 
 
Weaver made her first stage appearance in an Off-Off Broadway production of 
Christopher Durang’s “The Nature and Purpose of the Universe,” following it with 
another Off-Broadway double bill, “Titanic” and “Das Lusitania Songspiel,” the 
latter of which she co-authored with Durang.  “Das Lusitania” won Drama Desk 
nominations for both Weaver and Durang. 
 
Weaver subsequently appeared in a number of Off-Broadway productions in New 
York, working with such writers as John Guare, Albert Innaurato, Richard Nelson, 
Len Jenkin and Christopher Durang.  In regional repertory, she performed in 
plays written by Pinter, Williams, Feydeau and Shakespeare.  She also appeared 
in the PBS series “The Best of Families.” 
 
Weaver received a Tony Award nomination for her starring role in “Hurlyburly” on 
Broadway.  After completing filming on “Aliens”, she collaborated for the first time 
with her husband, theater director Jim Simpson, playing Portia in the Classic 
Stage Company of New York’s production of “The Merchant of Venice.”  In 1996, 
Weaver appeared on Broadway again in Lincoln Center Theater’s production of 
“Sex and Longing,” written by Christopher Durang. 
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Weaver starred as the sorceress stepmother in Showtime’s live-action film, 
“Snow White:  A Tale of Terror,” based on the original Grimm’s fairytale.  She 
received both Screen Actors Guild and Emmy nominations for her performance.  
 
Weaver’s production company, Goat Cay Productions, based in New York, is 
working to introduce new voices from the theater into the film industry. She and 
her family live in New York. 
 
EMILE HIRSCH (Tim Travis) is a young star on the rise.  Since his arrival in 
Hollywood, he has starred in numerous major motion pictures, for which his 
performances have received acclaim from both critics and industry peers alike. 
 
The latest development in Emile’s blossoming career came when he signed on to 
star in Sony’s “The Lords of Dogtown” for “Thirteen” director Catherine 
Hardwicke.  The film is based on the critically acclaimed documentary “Dogtown 
and Z Boys,” in which a group of California surfers take their style to the streets, 
thereby launching the skateboarding phenomenon.  Emile will star as the 
legendary real life character Jay Adams, opposite Heath Ledger.  The film is 
currently in production and is set for a summer 2005 release. 
 
Emile was last seen starring in Fox’s feature film “The Girl Next Door,” a romantic 
comedy in which he stars with Elisha Cuthbert.  He plays a high school senior 
who is applying for admission to Ivy League universities when he falls for the 
beautiful new girl in school (Cuthbert) who happens to live next door.  When 
Emile realizes that she is an ex-porn star, it becomes his mission to rescue her 
from her old life. 
 
Emile was last seen in Universal’s 2002 release “The Emperor’s Club” in which 
he starred with Kevin Kline.  In the role of ‘Sedgewick Bell,’ he played a wealthy 
and well-connected prep-school student who manipulates his professor (Kline) 
into compromising the code of ethics that the professor holds so dear.  Emile’s 
powerful portrayal of the cocky yet vulnerable ‘Bell’ left audiences with a 
conflicted feeling; hating him and rooting for him at the same time.  
 
Prior to “The Emperor’s Club,” Emile received critical acclaim for his starring role 
in the Jodie Foster produced film “The Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys” (2001), 
which was his first U.S. feature film.  He starred opposite Vincent D’Onofrio and 
Kieran Culkin in this story of a group of Catholic school friends who, after being 
punished for drawing an obscene comic book, plan a heist that will outdo their 
previous pranks and make them local legends.  Jodie Foster stars in as well as 
produces this drama.  
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Last year, Emile received rave reviews for his performance in the Stanley Tucci 
production, “The Mudge Boy,” in which he plays the title role.  His character is an 
emotionally disturbed farm boy who is forced to deal with the death of his mother 
and its ramifications on his personal life, as well as his troubled relationship with 
his father.  The film was in competition at last year’s Sundance Film Festival and 
won the top honor at Outfest 2003, and was released nationwide in April 2004. 
 
Emile also starred in the Showtime movie “Wild Iris,” directed by Dan Petrie, Sr., 
opposite Gena Rowlands and Laura Linney.  He played the son of an alcoholic 
mother (Linney) and a father who committed suicide.  
 
Born in Los Angeles and raised there and in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Hirsch was 
drawn to acting at a young age.  He currently lives in Venice. 
 
JEFF DANIELS (Ben Travis) made his feature film debut in Milos Forman’s 
“Ragtime,” but it was his portrayal as Debra Winger’s husband in “Terms of 
Endearment” that catapulted him to stardom.  Woody Allen was among the first 
to recognize the actor’s talent and comic ability and cast Daniels in a starring role 
in “The Purple Rose of Cairo.”  He then went on to star in a number of films, 
including “Something Wild,” “The Butcher’s Wife,” “Checking Out,” “Fly Away 
Home,” “101 Dalmatians,” “Speed,” “Pleasantville,” “Arachnophobia,” 
“Gettysburg,” “Dumb and Dumber,” “Blood Work,” “The Hours” and “Gods and 
Generals.”  Daniels recently wrapped two feature films: “ Because of Winn-Dixie,” 
with Eva Marie Saint, Cicely Tyson and rocker Dave Matthews (directed by 
Wayne Wang and scheduled for a January 2005 release by 20th Century Fox); 
and the independent film, “The Squid and the Whale,” written and directed by 
Noah Baumbach, co-starring Laura Linney.   
 
Daniels has also wrapped the tele-film, “Five People You Meet in Heaven,” 
based on Mitch Albom’s best-selling novel.  Co-starring with Daniels are Jon 
Voight, Ellen Burstyn and Michael Imperioli.  Other television credits include 
TNT’s recent remake of Neil Simon’s “The Goodbye Girl,” Robert Altman’s “The 
Caine Mutiny Court Martial,” Lee Grant’s “No Place Like Home,” A&E’s “The 
Crossing,” NBC’s “Saturday Night Live,” and “Cheaters” for HBO. 

 
Daniels’ success is not limited to the screen.  His appearances on the Broadway 
stage include Lanford Wilson’s “Redwood Curtain” and “Fifth of July,” which won 
him a Drama Desk Award for Best Supporting Actor.  Off Broadway, Daniels 
received a Drama Desk nomination for “Lemon Sky,” as well as an Obie for his 
performance in the Circle Repertory Company production of “Johnny Got His 
Gun.” 
 
Back home in Chelsea, Michigan, he has continued his passion for the theater by 
founding the Purple Rose Theater Company, which is dedicated to encouraging 
and developing Midwestern actors, playwrights, directors and designers.  All of 
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Daniels’ own plays have premiered there: “Shoe Man” (Detroit News Critics 
Award for Best New Play); “The Tropical Pickle,” “The Vast Difference,” “Thy 
Kingdom’s Coming,” “Apartment 3A,” “Boom Town,” “Escanaba in da Moonlight,” 
and most recently, “Across the Way,” which was nominated for Best New Play by 
the American Theatre Critics Association. 
 
In 1999, Daniels formed Purple Rose Films, a Michigan-based independent 
production company.  His first film as writer/director/actor was “Escanaba in da 
Moonlight,” a comedy about deer hunting based on his hit play.  His second film, 
“Super Sucker,” a comedy about Midwestern vacuum cleaner salesmen, won the 
Audience Award for Best Feature at the U.S. Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen, 
CO. 
 
MICHELLE WILLIAMS (Penny Travis) was most recently seen in “The Station 
Agent,” which won the Audience Award at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival.   
Williams also received rave reviews for her starring role opposite Anna Friel in 
Sandra Goldbacher's “Me Without You,” the story of two best friends growing up 
in the outskirts of London in the 1970s and '80s.   
 
Williams recently wrapped production on the indie comedy “A Hole in One” for 
writer-director Richard Leeds, as well as Wim Wenders' untitled project for IFC'S 
InDigEnt opposite John Diehl and Richard Edson.  She is to soon begin 
production on the romantic comedy “The Baxter” followed by a highly anticipated 
starring role in Ang Lee's drama “Brokeback Mountain” opposite Heath Ledger 
and Jake Gyllenhaal, in which Michelle plays the long suffering wife. 
 
Additional film credits include Columbia Pictures' satirical comedy, “Dick,” with 
Kirsten Dunst; Dimension Films' thriller sequel, “Halloween: H20,” opposite Jamie 
Lee Curtis; Buena Vista's “A Thousand Acres,’ with Jessica Lange, Michelle 
Pfeiffer, and Jennifer Jason Leigh; and the HBO tele-movie, “If These Walls 
Could Talk 2,” a saga about the lesbian experience in America. 
 
In Spring 2004, Michelle was featured in Paramount Classics' “The United States 
of Leland,” co-starring Kevin Spacey and Don Cheadle.  She will soon co-star 
with Christina Ricci in the highly anticipated film, “Prozac Nation,” based on 
Elizabeth Wurtzel's best-selling novel.  Williams portrays Ruby, best friend and 
confidante to Ricci's 'Lizzie.' 
  
Williams recently completed a 6-year run as small-town bad girl turned good, 'Jen 
Lindley,' on the WB's hit television series, “Dawson’s Creek.”  The series 
premiered in 1998 and remained one of the WB's top-rated shows throughout its 
run. 
 
On stage, Michelle earned glowing reviews for her portrayal of 'Melanie-Jane' in 
Mike Leigh's play, “Smelling A Rat,” at the Samuel Beckett Theater in New York.  
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Prior to that, in 1999, Williams made her well-received off-Broadway debut as 
'Dottie' in “Killer Joe.” 
  
KIP PARDUE (Matt Travis) graduated from Yale University in 1998 and 
relocated to the West Coast to pursue an acting career.   In only a few years, Kip 
has landed coveted roles in both studio and independent features.  He has been 
singled out by  “Variety” and “Vanity Fair,” as a ‘Hollywood star on the rise.’ 
 
In 2001, Pardue starred as the hot quarterback "Sunshine" in Disney’s Fall hit, 
“Remember the Titans” (which grossed more than 100 million dollars), opposite 
Academy Award winner Denzel Washington and Will Patton.  Kip went on to star 
in the Warner Bros. auto-racing action film "Driven," opposite Sylvester Stallone. 
 
Pardue was recently seen in Academy Award winner Roger Avary’s, "The Rules 
of Attraction” for Lions Gate Films.  Adapted from the novel by Bret Easton Ellis, 
Kip plays the challenging role of Victor Ward in this satiric look at a group of 
liberal arts college students in New England trying to sort through life and love.  
 
Kip has been very busy in the independent film world.  He is currently filming 
“Loggerheads” directed by Tim Kirkman, and has just wrapped “Laura Smiles” 
directed by Jason Ruscio.  He will soon start “Lucy” directed by Maggie 
Greenwald (whose film "Songcatcher" was awarded a Special Jury Prize for 
Outstanding Ensemble Performance from the 2000 Sundance Film Festival) 
opposite Natasha Richardson, Bonnie Hunt, Justin Theroux and Zoe Saldana.  
Kip can also be seen in the indie “The Heart is Deceitful Above All Things,” 
directed by Asia Argento based on the J.T. Leroy novel of the same name, which 
was in the 2004 Cannes Film Festival - Directors Fortnight.  
 
Kip’s other film credits include, the independent feature “American Crime” 
directed by Dan Mintz, "Vacuums,” a musical drama produced by Quincy Jones, 
and co-written and directed by Luke Cresswell and Steve McNicholas (the duo 
that created the Broadway hit “Stomp”), Artisan’s “Heaven’s Pond” directed by 
Joel Viertel, “The Long Sunset,” directed by Nikolai Lebedev, and  “This Girl’s 
Life,” opposite James Woods, Rosario Dawson and Isaiah Washington, which 
was in the 2003 CineVegas Film Festival. 
 
In addition, to his busy work schedule, Kip makes time to participate in several 
charitable organizations such as MS, Make A Wish and the Tim Redovian Fund. 
 
DEIDRE O’CONNELL (Marge Dwyer) has a wealth of film and television roles to 
her credit.   
 
She recently completed production on “Winter Passing,” directed by Adam Rapp.  
She has also appeared in films including director Michel Gondry’s “Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,” “Second Hand Lions,” starring Michael Caine 
and Robert Duvall,” “Hearts in Atlantis,” starring Anthony Hopkins, Brad 
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Silberling’s “City of Angels,” starring Nicholas Cage and Meg Ryan, “Smoke,” 
directed by Wayne Wang, “Fearless,” directed by Peter Weir, “Pastime,” for 
which she was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting 
Actress, and “Tin Men,” directed by Barry Levinson. 
 
O’Connell’s film credits for television include the A&E film “Murder in a Small 
Town,” ABC’s “Chasing the Dragon,” “Trial By Fire” and “Fighting For My 
Daughter,” and Eugene O’Neill’s “A Journey Into Genius” on PBS’ American 
Playhouse.  She has also appeared on the television series “Six Feet Under,” 
“The Practice,” “Law & Order,” “Second Noah,” and “Chicago Hope.” 
 
O’Connell has appeared on stage in works including  “Cavedweller” at the New 
York Theatre Workshop, “In The Blood” at the New York Shakespeare Festival 
and  “Mud and Drowning” at the Signature Theater, both for director David 
Esbeorenson, “Moe’s Lucky 7” at Playwrights Horizons, “Love and Anger” at the 
NY Theatre Workshop, for which she was nominated for a Drama Desk Award; 
“Stars In The Morning Sky” at the LA Theatre Center, for which she won a 
Dramalogue Award and the Los Angeles Critics Award, and “Etta Jenks,” also at 
the LA Theatre Center, for which she won a Dramalogue Award as well. 
 
RYAN DONOWHO (Kyle Dwyer) is quickly making his mark amongst 
Hollywood’s hottest young actors.  In addition to IMAGINARY HEROES, 
Donowho can be seen this year in several films including Killer Films’ “A Home at 
the End of the World” opposite Colin Farrell and in the leading role in the 
independent film “Balls.” 
 
Donowho’s other film credits include the Showtime original movie “The Mudge 
Boy,” which debuted at the Sundance Film Festival and was released in theaters 
in 2004, “Bringing Rain,” directed by Noah Buschel, which debuted at the Tribeca 
Film Festival, and “Rhythm of the Saints.” 
 
Donowho is well known in New York City for his drumming performances in the 
subway and in clubs.  He has been studying and playing drums for over 15 years 
and performs with a rhythm group called Re-Percussionists and a rock band 
called Pagoda, as well as producing his own solo album. 
 
Donowho hails from the state of Texas but now calls Brooklyn, NY home.  
 
SUZANNE SANTO (Steph) is making her feature film debut in IMAGINARY 
HEROES.  Suzanne recently shot the television pilot “Prodigy” for Warner Bros 
TV and The WB Network.  Other television credits include ”Without A Trace” and 
“Law & Order.”  Suzanne has studied with Julie Garfield at The Terry Schreiber 
Studios in New York. 
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Imaginary Heroes 
About the Filmmakers 

 
ILLANA DIAMANT (Producer) was born in Israel, where she was Miss Israel.  
She went on to become an international model, which brought her to the 
Strasbourg Institute in New York where she studied acting.  She then moved 
from New York to Los Angeles, where she studied film at UCLA. 
 
Within 2 years of moving to Los Angeles, Illana produced her first film, "Joshua 
Tree" (1992).  After marrying husband Moshe Diamant, the couple formed 
Signature Entertainment, where Illana is Head of Development.   She also served 
as Casting Director on Signature films including “Hairy Tale,” “The Body” and 
“Knock Off,” and developed and produced the upcoming  "Funky Monkey" 
(Warner Brothers).   
 
Moshe and Illana have two children, Michael (12) and Ellie (11). 
 
In the 25 years since he produced his first motion picture, ART LINSON 
(Producer) has distinguished himself in Hollywood by developing screenplays 
that attract the highest caliber talent, resulting in some of the most admired and 
successful motion pictures of the last two decades.  Linson’s credits range from 
such commercial and critical hits as “The Untouchables” (winner of the Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actor, Sean Connery), “Heat” (Robert De Niro and Al 
Pacino), “Fast Times at Ridgemont High” (Sean Penn), “Car Wash” and 
“Scrooged”, to unusual classics such as “Melvin and Howard” (Academy Award 
winner for Best Screenplay and Best Supporting Actress, Mary Steenburgen), 
“Fight Club” (Brad Pitt and Edward Norton), “The Edge” (Anthony Hopkins), 
“Heist” (Gene Hackman), “Casualties of War” and “This Boy’s Life” (Robert De 
Niro and Leonardo DiCaprio).  
 
Born in Chicago, Linson grew up in Hollywood.  He attended the University of 
California at Berkeley in 1960 and finished his degree at the University of 
California at Los Angeles.  He graduated from UCLA Law School in 1967. 
 
In 1995, Linson published his first book, A Pound of Flesh: Perilous Tales of How 
to Produce Movies in Hollywood.  His second book, published in 2002, What Just 
Happened? Bitter Hollywood Tales From the Front Line is currently being 
developed into a film by Robert De Niro’s Tribeca films.   
 
Linson is currently working on several projects including “Lords of Dogtown“ with 
director Catherine Hardwicke (“Thirteen”) and “The Black Dahlia” starring Josh 
Hartnett, Mark Wahlberg, and Scarlett Johansson. 
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GINA RESNICK (Producer) is an independent producer currently developing a 
slate of feature film projects with producer Denise Shaw.  She recently has also 
been a development/production consultant to RKO Pictures.  
 
Gina’s previous producer credits include “Thirteen Conversations About One 
Thing,” “Prey For Rock & Roll,” “Clockwatchers,” and “Female Perversions.” 
 
Prior to becoming an independent film producer, Gina was a senior executive at 
Columbia Tri-Star Home Video where she supervised all acquisitions and 
productions for the world-wide home video company and for Columbia Tri-Star 
International.  Gina has her law degree from New York University. 
 
DENISE SHAW (Producer) is an independent producer currently developing a 
slate of feature films with producer Gina Resnick.  IMAGINARY HEROES was 
their first project together.  Upcoming projects include “Nocturne” the feature film 
directorial debut of Tom Sierchio (“Untamed Heart”), in which Matt Dillon is 
attached to star, and “Sleeper,” adapted by Catherine Butterfield (“Under My 
Skin”) from her play, to be directed by John Curran (“We Don’t Live Here 
Anymore”), “Love Conquers All,” by Michael Convertino and David Keating, with 
Keating directing, “Slow City” by Jonathan Herman and Laurel Almerinda, with 
Almerinda’s feature film directorial debut, “Going For Broke” by Rudy Gaines and 
Drew Pillsbury, and “Prom Queens,”  which was written and will be directed by 
Brian Sloan (“I Think, I Do”). 
 
Shaw’s previous feature film credits include, “Bodies, Rest & Motion,” “Pie In The 
Sky,” “Julian Poe” and “Bed of Roses.”  Prior to becoming a film producer in 
1992, Denise spent several years as a motion picture agent at the William Morris 
Agency and the Gersh Agency. 
 
MOSHE DIAMANT (Executive Producer) has produced and executive 
produced an extensive list of films including “Kansas,” starring Matt Dillon, “Full 
Moon in Blue Water,” starring Gene Hackman and Teri Garr, “Night Game,” “Men 
at Work,” starring Emilio Estevez and Charlie Sheen, Curtis Hanson’s “Bad 
Influence,” John Woo’s “Double Team,” “Maximum Risk,” starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme, “Hard Target,” “Timecop,” “Men of War,” “Sudden Death,” “The 
Quest,” “The Body,” and “The Musketeer.”   
 
Following last year’s release of “Extreme Ops” with Devon Sawa, Rufus Sewell 
and Bridgette Wilson-Sampras, Diamant also produced David Mamet’s 
“Spartan,” starring Val Kilmer.   Upcoming feature productions include “Tristan 
and Isolde” starring James Franco, “Hairy Tale,” starring Matthew Modine and 
Roma Downey, and “A Sound of Thunder,” featuring Edward Burns, Ben 
Kingsley and Catherine McCormack.  In early 2005, Diamant begins production 
on the Brian De Palma noir “The Black Dahlia” with Mark Wahlberg, Josh Harnett 
and Scarlett Johansson. 
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RUDY COHEN (Executive Producer) began his career in Israel, where his 
popular and controversial film “Beyond the Walls” won the Venice Film Festival 
International Critics Award, opened the Seoul Olympic Arts Festival and was 
nominated for an Academy Award as Best Foreign Language Film.  Arriving in 
the United States he co-produced the ten-part series “Heritage: Civilization and 
the Jews,” which won three Emmys as well as the prestigious Peabody and 
Christopher awards. Cohen went on to produce “The Island on Bird Street,” a 
coming of age story set in Poland during World War II that was honored with two 
Silver Bear awards at the Berlin Film Festival and won three Emmys.   
 
In the past three years Cohen has produced the spiritual and political thriller “The 
Body” starring Antonio Banderas and executive produced Universal’s “The 
Musketeer,” Paramount’s “Extreme Ops” and Warner Bros “Fear.com.”  Recently, 
Cohen produced “The I Inside,” a thriller by Michael Cooney starring Ryan 
Phillippe, Sarah Polley and Stephen Rea, which will be released in 2004.  
 
Rudy Cohen is currently producing the screen adaptation of James Ellroy’s novel 
“The Black Dahlia,” with Brian De Palma set to direct this neo-noir take on the 
famous 1940’s murder mystery, starring Josh Hartnett, Mark Wahlberg and 
Scarlett Johansson.  
 
 
A native of North Carolina, TIM ORR (Director of Photography) studied 
cinematography at the North Carolina School of the Arts School of Filmmaking.  
He has shot numerous documentaries, commercials and feature films.  Some of 
his feature credits include: “George Washington,” for which he was nominated for 
an Independent Spirit Award, Peter Sollett’s award winning debut “Raising Victor 
Vargas,” Sundance award winner “All the Real Girls,” as well as “Dandelion” and 
David Gordon Green’s third film “Undertow” to be released in 2004. He recently 
completed the film “Little Manhattan” for New Regency Pictures. 
 
JAMES LYONS (Editor) has worked in the film industry for twenty years, 
primarily as a film editor.  He has had a long collaboration with director Todd 
Haynes, cutting all of Haynes’s feature films, including “Poison,” winner of the 
Sundance Grand Dramatic Prize, “Safe,” starring Julianne Moore, which has 
been routinely cited as one of the Ten Best Films of the Nineties by various 
publications, including The New York Times, The LA Times, The Village Voice 
and Sight and Sound,  “Velvet Goldmine” starring Ewan McGregor and Christian 
Bale, which won a Special Artistic Award at Cannes; and “Far From Heaven” 
starring Julianne Moore, which garnered three Oscar nominations.  
 
Other films Lyons has edited include Sofia Coppola’s “The Virgin Suicides,” 
Jesse Peretz’s “First Love, Last Rites” and “The Chateau,” and Tom Gilroy’s 
“Spring Forward.”  His documentary work includes “Silverlake Life” by Peter 
Friedman, and “Shooting Porn” by Ronnie Larson.  
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Three of his films have been Cannes Film Festival selections, three have gone to 
the New York Film Festival and four have shown in competition at Sundance, two 
winning major awards.  (“Silverlake Life” won the Sundance Grand Prize for 
Documentary).  Yet to be released are Erik Schojlberg’s “Prozac Nation,” starring 
Christina Ricci, and Esther Robinson’s experimental documentary “The Danny 
Williams Story.” 
  
Jim is also an actor, with lead roles in Todd Haynes’s “Poison” and Steve 
MacClean’s “Postcards From America.  He has curated film programs for various 
gay film festivals and co-written two feature length scripts, including “Velvet 
Goldmine.”  He is currently writing a feature length script that he hopes to direct, 
”The World, and All the Dreamers In It,” based in part on the life story of the 
noted French philosopher Michel Foucault and is preparing to shoot “A Short 
Film About Andy Warhol” with Gus Van Sant starring as Warhol.   
 
MICHAEL WILKINSON’s (Costume Designer) film credits as costume designer 
include the feature films “Dark Water,” “American Splendor,” “Garden State,” 
“Milwaukee, Minnesota,” “Looking For Alibrandi,” “Shearer's Breakfast,” “True 
Love and Chaos” and “Stripped Off,” as well as design assistant credits on the 
feature films “Passion,” “Mary,” “The Matrix,” “Good Fruit,” and Baz Luhrmann's 
“Romeo + Juliet” and “Moulin Rouge.” 
 
His theater work includes award-winning set and costume designs for the Sydney 
Theater Company, Opera Australia, The Australian Dance Theater, and the 
Ensemble Theater.  He has also worked in the United States as a designer on 
Steel City at Radio City Music Hall. 
 
Michael also works on special events.  Michael created hundreds of designs for 
the Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
Among these costumes were outfits designed specifically for Elle McPherson, 
Kylie Minogue, Savage Garden and the silver bodysuit worn by torch-lighter 
Cathy Freeman. 
 
Michael Wilkinson is a graduate of The National Institute of the Dramatic Arts in 
Sydney, Australia.  He also studied Architecture at the University of Sydney. 
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