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SYNOPSIS 
 
 
Popular cheerleader Nina Deer’s (Elisha Cuthbert) seemingly unblemished 
suburban world is turned upside down when her parents (Edie Falco and Martin 
Donovan) adopt their recently orphaned goddaughter Dot (Camilla Belle).  Dot’s 
arrival delivers a blow to Nina’s idyllic social life and triggers the unraveling of 
the family’s darkest secrets. 
 
Both Nina’s family and friends, including the school hunk Connor (Shawn 
Ashmore, The X-MEN trilogy), develop an odd fascination with Dot and confide 
in her their troubling secrets. Dot quietly shoulders the burdens and secrets of 
those around her, while continuing to hold what is perhaps the biggest secret -- 
her own.  
 
Directed by Jamie Babbit (BUT I’M A CHEERLEADER), THE QUIET is about 
family secrets, friendship, trust and betrayal. Through Nina’s eyes, Babbit takes 
us on an emotional rollercoaster ride— through the hilarious and often crude 
interactions of high schools students and a family where happy faces disguise 
ugly truths. 

 

www.sonyclassics.com


ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 
 
 

THE QUIET unmasks the idyllic suburban life of the Deer family in their quiet 
Connecticut town.  Dot’s arrival brings to light the disturbing secrets simmering 
just beneath the image of a perfect family.  Dot and Nina learn to rely on each 
other as they dare to break the silence that binds them both.   
 
When director Jamie Babbit (BUT I’M A CHEERLEADER) read the script for 
THE QUIET, she was attracted to the perversity, comedy, and seriousness of the 
story.  “It deals with issues not normally portrayed in film, but are prevalent in 
society,” says Babbit.  Babbit’s expertise in filmmaking and background in 
television helped to guide the cast and crew of THE QUIET through the 
production process. 
 
Writers Abdi Nazemian and Micah Schraft stayed on location in Austin for the 
duration of the shoot where they gave feedback and opinions, and helped the 
atmosphere on set stay light.  “Being on the set each day, we saw how much 
Jamie cares about ever detail,” said Nazemian.  “To see other people so 
committed to the movie that we wrote was amazing.” 
 
During the production of the modestly budgeted THE QUIET, the filmmakers 
found themselves challenged creatively to make the most of every dollar.  The 
film was shot in high-definition (HD).  “HD is very crisp, and magnifies every 
flaw,” Babbit explains.  “To overcome that, our director of photography, David 
Mullen, often blurred the scenes with smoke.”  Despite this, shooting in HD 
offers certain benefits.  “Because HD stock is so inexpensive, we were able to 
keep it running instead of constantly cutting, which throws the actors off-kilter,” 
says Babbit.   
 
THE QUIET addresses sensitive issues that demand a talented ensemble of 
actors.  The cast’s ability to portray the humanity of each character was essential 
to the success of THE QUIET.  Coming off her performance in THE GIRL NEXT 
DOOR and HOUSE OF WAX, Elisha Cuthbert wanted to play a character unlike 
any she had previously portrayed.  “Nina, my character, deals with deep anger 
from something specific, but she can’t cope with it alone any longer,” says 
Cuthbert.  “Nina copes by unloading her secrets onto Dot.”  Camilla Belle, 
recently seen in THE BALLAD OF JACK AND ROSE with Daniel Day-Lewis and 
CHUMSCRUBBER, plays Dot who reveals herself with an intensity that forgoes 
words as the unraveling of the Deer family begins.  
 
Babbit carefully cast the role of Paul Deer, contemplating the personal anguish of 
the character.  After intense and thorough discussions of the direction in which 



Babbit wanted to take the character, Donovan agreed to the project.  Olivia Deer, 
played by Edie Falco, uses distractions to divert her attention from her failed 
marriage.  Her dependency on prescription drugs impedes her from fulfilling her 
aspirations as an interior designer and numbs her from the pain of family life.  
Falco’s time on set was intense; she had only a small window of time to shoot her 
scenes.  Babbit wasn’t worried.  “Because of her talent and ability, I was 
confident Edie could pull it off in eight days.” 
 
THE QUIET is the product of the groundbreaking collaboration between Burnt 
Orange Productions and the University of Texas Film Institute.  The unique 
partnership between Burnt Orange Productions and The University of Texas 
Film Institute provides students with the opportunity to work alongside industry 
professionals on independent feature films, while gaining specialized hands-on 
experience in all aspects of filmmaking.   
 
Producer Carolyn Pfeiffer, president and CEO of Burnt Orange Productions, 
along with executive producer Tom Schatz, executive director of the University 
of Texas Film Institute, had an ambitious vision in mind when they launched the 
Burnt Orange Productions and University of Texas Film Institute alliance.  For 
Schatz and Pfeiffer, THE QUIET is a big step toward the realization of films 
produced in part with university students. 
 
For most of the students hired on the production, THE QUIET was their first 
time to set foot on a feature set, and they immersed themselves in the production 
process.  “It’s not about the money or fame for these students.  It’s about the 
passion to make a great film,” says Martin Donovan.  The University of Texas 
interns left with an experience they will not soon forget.  “The knowledge that I 
gained could never have been obtained from any classroom setting or other 
strictly academic situation.  The benefits from the experience have been 
substantial, and I am thrilled to have been a part of this film,” explains 
production consultant and intern William Goodman.  “I would highly 
recommend this experience to any student with aspirations to work in the film 
industry.” 
 
 



ABOUT THE DIRECTOR : JAMIE BABBIT  
 
 
THE QUIET is Jamie Babbit’s second feature film.  Voted by Variety as one of the 
10 Filmmakers to Watch, Babbit made her feture film debut with BUT I’M A 
CHEERLEADER, a stylized comedy that premiered at the Toronto Film Festival 
and played at Sundance, Rotterdam, and Créteil, where it earned the Best Young 
Director and the Audience Award.  Starring Natasha Lyonne (THE SLUMS OF 
BEVERLY HILLS), Clea Duvall (THE FACULTY), Cathy Moriarity (RAGING 
BULL) and RuPaul, BUT I’M A CHEERLEADER became an instant success.   
 
Previously, Babbit directed several acclaimed short films including STUCK, 
winner of the 2002 Sundance Film Festival’s Special Mention Jury Prize, the 
HBO/Planet Out Grand Jury Prize, as well as the Channel 4 BBC Grand Jury 
Prize.  Babbit’s other shorts include SLEEPING BEAUTIES AND FROG 
CROSSINGS, both of which premiered at Sundance and played at over 60 other 
festivals.  They are available on DVD, as well as can be seen on the Sundance 
Channel.   
 
Babbit also has enjoyed success as a television producer/director, serving as both 
for the WB television series, POPULAR, as well as directing episodes of such 
critically acclaimed shows as NIP/TUCK and GILMORE GIRLS.  She began in 
the entertainment industry as a script supervisor, working on more than ten 
films for directors like David Fincher (THE GAME), Su Freidrich (HIDE AND 
SEEK), Nancy Savoca (IF THESE WALLS COULD WALK) and Alex Sichel (ALL 
OVER ME).   
 
Babbit graduated from Barnard College of Columbia University in 1993.  She is 
an advisory board member of the Director’s Guild of America Independent 
Directors’ Committee. 
 
    
 



ABOUT THE CAST 
 
 

Elisha Cuthbert (Nina) 
 
Canadian Elisha Cuthbert burst onto the American scene as Kiefer Sutherland’s 
daughter “Kimberly Bauer” in the critically acclaimed FOX series “24”.  
Cuthbert’s portrayal earned her a nomination for a 2002 Teen Choice Award for 
“Breakout TV Actress.”  She also received a 2005 SAG Nomination as part of the 
“24” cast in the category of “Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a 
Drama Series.” Cuthbert can soon be seen in the Jamie Babbit-directed drama, 
“The Quiet,” which co-stars Edie Falco. Cuthbert took such a liking to the script 
that she took on the role of associate producer where she was able to lend her 
creative input and take part in the casting process. “The Quiet” can be seen in 
theatres on Friday, August 25th. 
Elisha recently finished filming  “He Was a Quiet Man” with Christian Slater and 
William H. Macy. She also recently wrapped production on Captivity. In this 
movie, Elisha plays a woman who awakens to find herself and a man chained to 
each other in a cellar. As their kidnapper psychologically drives them mad the 
truth about their horrific abduction is revealed. Both of these films can be seen in 
2007. 
Cuthbert was most recently seen in “House of Wax” for Warner Bros.  Produced 
by Joel Silver, Robert Zemeckis and Susan Levin, “House of Wax” is a remake of 
the 1953 classic horror film. In 2004, Cuthbert toplined Fox’s romantic-comedy 
“The Girl Next Door” opposite Emile Hirsch.  Her additional film credits include: 
DreamWorks’ comedy “Old School”, Richard Curtis’ “Love Actually”,  
 
Showtime’s “Time at the Top”, Disney’s “Mail to the Chief”, Lions Gate’s 
“Airspeed” and “Believe”.   Cuthbert began her career in entertainment as a 
model at the age of seven.  Soon after, she was cast as a regular in the 
Nickelodeon series “Are You Afraid of the Dark?”  She also traveled the globe as 
a correspondent for the award-winning series “Popular Mechanics for Kids”.  In 
2001, Cuthbert starred in the telefilm “Lucky Girl”.  She portrayed a sixteen-year-
old straight-A student who becomes addicted to gambling and struggles to 
overcome her addiction as the world around her collapses.  Her powerful 
performance earned her the “Gemini” for Best Actress in a Dramatic Program.  
The prestigious “Gemini” is the Canadian equivalent of the Emmy. 
Born and raised in Canada, Cuthbert now resides in Los Angeles. 
 
 
Camilla Belle (Dot) 
 



Camilla Belle stars as Dot, an orphaned teenager rendered deaf who discovers 
increasingly shocking secrets in her new family’s home.  
 
Camilla recently starred opposite Daniel Day-Lewis in THE BALLAD OF JACK 
AND ROSE and THE CHUMSCRUBBER with Ralph Fiennes and Glenn Close.  
Camilla also starred in the 2006 remake of the 1979 thriller WHEN A STRANGER 
CALLS.  Camilla first appeared in advertisements when she was nine months 
old.  She progressed on to commercials and began working in movies for 
network and cable television, beginning with TRAPPED BENEATH THE 
EARTH, starring Kris Kristofferson.   
 
She appeared in THE EMPTY CRADLE, opposite Kate Jackson, Lori Laughlin, 
and Eriq LaSalle; DECONSTRUCTING SARAH AND ANNIE : A ROYAL 
ADVENTURE starring Ashley Johnson, before making her film debut in Alfonso 
Cuaron’s critically acclaimed retelling of the classics Shirley Temple film, A 
LITTLE PRINCESS. 
 
Camilla completed POISON IVY II and MARSHALL LAW before embarking 
upon the blockbuster sequel THE LOST WORLD : JURASSIC PARK.  Camilla 
made yet another career leap in 1998’s PRACTICAL MAGIC starring Nicole 
Kidman and Sandra Bullock, which earned her a Youth in Film Young Artist 
Award nomination.  Camilla’s credits also include THE PATRIOT, opposite Mel 
Gibson, SECRET OF THE ANDES, and the 1998 telefilm, REPLACING DAD, 
with Mary McDonnell.  Additionally, Camilla starred in The Disney Channel’s 
RIP GIRLS, one of The Disney Channel’s most popular original movies to date.   
 
Camilla starred in BACK TO THE SECRET GARDEN, which picks up thirty 
years after the now classics family film, THE SECRET GARDEN, and THE 
INVISIBLE CIRCUS starring Cameron Diaz.  In 2002, Camilla attended the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in London where she performed scenes from such 
plays as THE CRUCIBLE and 12 ANGRY MEN.  She currently resides in Los 
Angeles. 
 
 
Edie Falco (Olivia) 
 
Falco stars as Olivia, the loving, dysfunctional mother in THE QUIET.  As a star 
of the stage and screen, Edie Falco has garnered several awards including three 
Emmy Awards and two Golden Globes, as well as the American Film Institute 
Award for Female Television Actor of the Year for her portrayal of “Carmela 
Soprano” in HBO’s groundbreaking series THE SOPRANOS.   
 



In the series debut season, Falco became the only sctress to ever receive the 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Dramatic Series, the Golden 
Globe Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Dramatic Television Series, 
and the SAG Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama 
all in the same year for the same role.  Additionally, in 2003, Falco received the 
Television Critics Association Award for Individual Achievement in Drama 
marking the first time in TCA history that the award was presented to a woman.  
That year she also received the Los Angeles Film Critics Association and the 
New York Film Critics Online Awards for Best Supporting Actress for her 
performance in John Sayles’s SUNSHINE STATE.  Television audiences also 
recognize her recurring roles in HBO’s OZ and the acclaimed NBC series LAW 
AND ORDER and HOMICIDE.  Her additional film credits include A PROCE 
ABOVE RUBIES, COPLAND, TROUBLE ON THE CORNER, PRIVATE PARTS, 
HURRICANE, LAYIN’ LOW, BREATHING ROOM, THE FUNERAL, THE 
ADDICTION, BULLETS OVER BROADWAY, TRUST, THE UNBELIEVABLE 
TRUTH, RANDOM HEARTS, and the title character in the award-winning FILM 
JUDY BERLIN.   
 
Falco starred opposite Stanley Tucci in the lauded revival of FRANKIE AND 
JOHNNY in the Claire de Lune, the play that broke four house box office records 
at Broadway’s Belasco Theatre.  For the off-Broadway production of SIDEMAN, 
she received a Theatre World Award and a Drama Desk Award nomination for 
the Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role in a Play and later went on 
to play the role on Broadway.  She subsequently made her London stage debut in 
the West End premiere of SIDEMAN, and thereafter opened the London 
production of the highly successful play THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES.  Falco 
recently starred on Broadway in the Pulitzer Prize-winning drama ‘NIGHT 
MOTHER. 
 
Falco will next be seen on the screen starring in THE GREAT NEW 
WONDERFUL as well as FREEDOMLAND with Samuel L. Jackson and Julianne 
Moore.   
 
Martin Donovan (Paul) 
  
Martin Donovan portrays the outwardly loving, inwardly tortured father Paul 
Deer in THE QUIET.  Donovan’s recent movies include AT LAST, THE 
VISITATION, and THE SENTINEL, opposite Michael Douglas.  Prior to 
completing the film THE QUIET, Donovan was most recently seen in SAVED 
with Macaulay Culkin, Mandy Moore, Jena Malone, and Mary-Louise Parker, 
and opposite Al Pacino in INSOMNIA.   
 



Donovan’s other feature credits include the Matthew Ryan Hope-directed THE 
UNITED STATES OF LELAND as well as THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY, for 
which he won the National Society of Film Critics Award for Best Supporting 
Actor.  He also starred in AGENT CODY BANKS, PIPE DREAM, OPPOSITE OF 
SEX, LIVING OUT LOUD, IN A SAVAGE LAND, ONEGIN, HEAVEN, 
HOLLOW REED, and NADJA. 
 
Donovan has enjoyed a long association with celebrated director Hal Hartley, 
starring in several of his films including AMATEUR which was selected for both 
the Cannes and New York Film Festivals.  Other Hartley collaborations include 
SIMPLE MEN, an official Cannes selection, TRUST, SURVIVING DESIRE, FLIRT, 
and THE BOOK OF LIFE, which was shown at the New York Film Festival. 
 
Donovan also appeared in the telefilm RFK and the series PASADENA.  Other 
television credits include AMY AND ISABELLE, THE GREAT GATSBY, and 
WHEN TRUMPETS FADE.  Donovan made his television series regular debut in 
the critically acclaimed drama series WONDERLAND.   
 
 
Shawn Ashmore (Connor) 
  
Shawn Ashmore stars in THE QUIET as Connor, a seemingly typical all-star 
athlete who turns out to be more than he seems after forming a relationship with 
Dot.  Shawn will recreate his roles as “Bobby Drake a.k.a. Iceman” in the third 
installment of the blockbuster X-MEN films.  Since filming X2: X-MEN UNITED, 
Shawn has completed production on several projects.  3 NEEDLES is an 
independent feature for writer-director Thom Fitzgerald.  The film, in which 
Shawn stars alongside Lucy Liu and Olympia Dukakis, is about the AIDS 
pandemic in China, South Africa, and North America.  In the North American 
segment, Shawn plays a second-rate porn actor who passes his monthly blood 
tests by stealing samples from his geriatric father.   
 
Shawn can also be seen starring in UNDERCLASSMAN, in which he stars 
opposite Nick Cannon in this film about a young detective who goes undercover 
at an elite private school to find out who is behind an international stolen-car 
ring only to learn that the ring is headed up by his rival at the school, played by 
Ashmore.  Shawn also appeared in the leading role in Earthsea for the Sci Fi 
Channel, starring alongside Isabella Rosselini and Danny Glover in this fantasy 
drama.   
 
He received an MTV Movie Award for Breakthrough Mail for his role in X2: X-
MEN UNITED directed by Bryan Singer.  He starred opposite an ensemble cast 
that included Hugh Jackman, Halle Berry, and Anna Paquin.  Shawn’s role was 



greatly expanded in the sequel, in which he and Paquin (Rogue) become a couple 
with all the trials and tribulations their mutant powers cause.   
 
Shawn was nominated in 1994 for a Gemini Award for his role in the TV movie 
GUITARMAN.  When he was seventeen, he won the role of Jake in 
Nickelodeon’s series ANIMORPHS and worked on the series for two seasons.  
He followed with the starring role on The Disney Channel’s IN A HEARTBEAT 
and shortly after filming the pilot, director Bryan Singer chose Shawn to play 
“Bobby Drake/Iceman” in X-MEN.  After completing his first season on IN A 
HEARTBEAT, he flew to Romania to film the independent feature WOLF GIRL.  
He also starred alongside his twin brother as a child in GROSS MISCONDUCT 
as well as guest starred on the popular series, SMALLVILLE. 
 
 
Katy Mixon (Michelle) 
 
Katy Mixon makes her feature film debut in THE QUIET, playing Michelle, a 
boy-crazy, popular cheerleader who rules the school with her best friend, Nina 
(Elisha Cuthbert).  Even though Michelle seems to be confident and self-assured, 
Mixon’s character shows that appearances can be deceiving.  As her best friend’s 
family is falling apart, Michelle deals with her own self destruction. 
 
Mixone recently completed a short film version of Zombie Prim with RuPaul and 
previously performed with such ensembles as Kansas City’s Starlight Theatre 
and the Utah Shakespearean Festival.  Before moving to Los Angeles in 2003, 
Mixon attended the prestigious Carnegie Mellon University School of Drama in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where she received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical 
Theatre.  Mixon is a native of Pensacola, Florida. 
 



ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
 
 
Carolyn Pfeiffer (Producer) 
 
Carolyn Pfeiffer, as president and CEO of Burnt Orange Productions, leads the 
company in producing independent feature films in collaboration with The 
University of Texas Film Institute.  She has headed Burnt Orange Productions 
since 2003.  Before accepting her position with Burnt Orange Productions, 
Pfeiffer was most recently the vice-chair, Master filmmaker-in-residence and 
head of the producing discipline at the American Film Institute Conservatory 
(AFI) in Los Angeles.  Prior to joining AFI, she was founding president of the Los 
Angeles Film School and President of Island Alive Films. 
 
Pfeiffer’s intimate knowledge of filmmaking has guided the success of numerous 
companies and projects.  In Jamaica, she developed and produced the two top 
grossing films in Jamaican theatrical history : DANCEHALL QUEEN and THIRD 
WORLD COP.  Pfeiffer also produced the “cult film” CHOOSE ME, which won 
the Critic’s Award at the 1984 Toronto International Film Festival.  As Co-
Chairman of Alive Films, which produced directors Alan Rudolph and Sam 
Shepard, Pfeiffer was instrumental in the success of Academy Award contenders 
such as Jean Jacques Beineix’s BETTY BLUE and Maximilian Schell’s 
documentary MARLENE.  Prior to Alive Films, Pfeiffer was founding president 
of Island Alive, the three year collaborative effort between Alive Films and Chris 
Blackwell’s Island Pictures.  Under her leadership, Island Alive acquired and 
distributed hits like KISS OF THE SPIDERWOMAN, which one Best Picture at 
the Cannes Film Festival and an Academy Award for Best Actor William Hurt.  
Prior to that, she established and headed her own public relations firm, Carolyn 
Pfeiffer Ltd., representing clients such as Robert Redford, Liza Minelli, Steve 
McQueen, Barbara Streisand, François Truffaut, Luchino Visconti, Robert 
Altman, Ray Stark, Apple Corp. (the Beatles’ Company) as well as Paul 
McCartney and Wings.  Pfeiffer is the former president of IFP West and a former 
member of the producers executive3 committee of the Motion Picture Academy 
of Arts and Sciences.  She hits in the Advisory Board of the University of Texas 
Film Institute as well as SUNY Buffalo’s President’s Media Advisory Board. 
 
Pfeiffer recently completes executive producing Burnt Orange Productions’ 
second film, THE CASSIDY KIDS, and producing their third film, THE ADAM 
RIFKIN CAVEMAN COMEDY, alongside Brad Wyman.   
 
 
Andrea Sperling (Producer) 
 



Andrea Sperling is an LA based independent producer. She has produced 18 
features and seven shorts. In addition to THE QUIET, she recently completed the 
urban drama Harsh Times, written and directed by David Ayer (the writer of 
Training Day) starring Christian Bale, Freddy Rodriguez and Eva Longoria.  
Prior to that she completed D.E.B.S, a film written and directed by Angela 
Robinson.  D.E.B.S. made its North American Premiere at the 2004 Sundance 
Film Festival and its European Premiere at the Berlin International Film Festival 
where it won the prestigious Siegessaeule Readers Award for Best Feature Film.  
 
She produced Adam Broder and Anthony Abrams’ PUMPKIN (2002); Erik 
Skjoldbjaerg’s PROZAC NATION, as a co-producer with Christina Ricci (2001); 
Alexander Rockwell’s 13 MOONS (2001); Jamie Babbit's BUT I’M A 
CHEERLEADER (1999); Mary Kuryla's FREAK WEATHER (1999); Marius 
Balchunas’ NO VACANCY as executive producer with Ron Shelton (1999); 
Morgan J. Freeman's DESERT BLUE (1998).  
 
Additional producing credits include: four films by Gregg Araki, NOWWHERE 
(1996), THE DOOM GENERATION (1995), TOTALLY F***ED UP (1993), and 
THE LIVING END (1991); four films by Jon Moritsugu, SCUM ROCK (2002), 
FAME WHORE (1996), MOD F**K EXPLOSION (1995), and TERMINAL, USA 
(1993); and one film by Christopher Munch, Color of a Brisk and Leaping Day 
(1996) which was awarded the Grand Jury Prize for Best Cinematography at the 
1996 Sundance Film Festival.    
 
Sperling received a BA in Film History, Theory and Criticism from the 
University of Santa Barbara, graduating with Honors in 1990. She has been 
profiled in The New York Times, The Village Voice, Art Forum, Paper Magazine, 
The Hollywood Reporter, Detour Magazine, The Advocate, IndieWire, AIVF, 
Filmmaker Magazine and on the Sundance Channel. Sperling sits on the Board of 
Directors for the Professional Organization of Women in Entertainment Reaching 
Up (POWERUP!). 
 
In June 2005, Sperling’s retrospective was shown at the Vienna Film Festival. In 
2004, she received the Wolfe Career Achievement Award at the Miami Gay and 
Lesbian Film Festival. That same year, POWER UP! named her one of the 10 
Most Amazing Women in Hollywood. Sperling has been nominated twice by the 
Independent Feature Project West for a Spirit Award in Producing Achievement; 
once in 1993 where she took home the award, and again, in 1999. 
 
 
Joel Michaely (Producer) 
 



An accomplished artist, Michaely has starred in the James Cox-directed 
WONDERLAND, THE RULES OF ATTRACTION directed by Roger Avary, IF 
TOMORROW COMES made in 2000, GHOST WORLD and CAN’T HARDLY 
WAIT.  Michaely also served as a casting consultant for the 2004 musical OPEN 
HOUSE.  Michaely most recently completed filming on KISS, KISS, BANG, 
BANG, starring Val Kilmer and Robert Downing, Jr. He is currently co-executive 
producer of SAFETY GLASS, starring Mandy Moore and Amanda Peet. 
 
 
Holly Wiersma (Producer) 
 
Holly Wiersma, named one of Variety's Ten Producers to Watch in 2003, recently 
completed her fourth production of 2004, THE QUIET. Wiersma added 
additional producing credits to her name in 2004. HAPPY ENDINGS, 
written/directed by Don Roos, features Lisa Kudrow, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Tom 
Arnold and Jason Ritter in an ensemble comedy of family and dysfunction set in 
contemporary Los Angeles. HAPPY ENDINGS premiered opening night at the 
2005 Sundance Film Festival. 
 
DOWN IN THE VALLEY, written and directed by David Jacobson, is a drama 
set in the San Fernando Valley about a family torn apart by a mysterious 
stranger. The film stars Edward Norton, Evan Rachel Wood, David Morse, Rory 
Culkin, and Ellen Burstyn. 
 
THE TENANTS is the feature debut of commercial/music video director Danny 
Green.  The film is based on the 1970s novel by Pulitzer Prize-Winning author 
Bernard Malamud, and stars Dylan McDermott, Snoop Dogg and Rose Byrne.   
 
Wiersma is currently developing numerous films, including LONELY HEARTS, 
a true-crime drama starring John Travolta, written and directed by Todd 
Robinson; THE FACTORY GIRL, based on the life of Edie Sedgwick and her 
relationship with pop-icon Andy Warhol, directed by George Hickenlooper and 
starring Sienna Miller; and SHAME ON YOU, written and directed by and 
starring Dennis Quaid in the true story of American icon Spade Cooley. She is 
also in production on 2006’s COME EARLY MORNING, written and directed by 
Joey Lauren Adams.  
 
Wiersma's previous list of work includes a variety of exceptional independent 
films such as WONDERLAND, directed by James Cox; SHADOW HOURS, 
directed by Issac Eaton; RENT CONTROL, directed by David Brenner; and 
COMIC BOOK VILLIANS, directed by James Robinson.  Having moved to Los 
Angeles in 1996, Wiersma began her career as a casting associate on such films 
AS BLADE, THE RAINMAKER and AMISTAD.  Soon after, she developed a 



strong passion for independent filmmaking and switched her focus from casting 
to producing. 
 
 
Thomas Schatz (Executive Producer) 
 
As the founder and executive director of The University of Texas Film Institute, 
Dr. Thomas Schatz oversaw all aspects of production for THE QUIET. Schatz 
was instrumental in the conception of the Burnt Orange Productions-University 
of Texas Film Institute project about a deaf orphan sent to live with a seemingly 
average American family. As head of The University of Texas Film Institute, 
Schatz directs the development of an initiative devoted to training students in 
narrative and digital filmmaking during the production of independent feature 
films.   
 
An accomplished authority on American film and television, Schatz provides his 
expertise (and on-screen interviews) for a number of film and television 
documentaries, and is co-producer of THE TERRITORY, a long-running regional 
PBS series that showcases independent film and video work. As a writer, Schatz 
recently edited a four-volume collection on Hollywood for Routledge, published 
in early 2004. Schatz has also penned four books about Hollywood films and 
filmmaking, including BOOM AND BUST: AMERICAN CINEMA IN THE 
1940S, a volume six of Scribner’s ten-volume History of American Film series; 
HOLLYWOOD GENRES, widely considered the standard academic text on that 
subject, and THE GENIUS OF THE SYSTEM, a highly acclaimed book about the 
“studio system” during Hollywood’s classical era. His current publishing 
projects include a history of MCA-Universal, co-authored with Thom Mount, 
former President of Universal Pictures. His writing on film has appeared in 
numerous magazines, newspapers, and academic journals, including The New 
York Times, The Los Angeles Times, Premiere, The Nation, Film Comment, and 
Cineaste. Schatz has also conducted seminars on the film industry in both the US 
and abroad, lecturing for such institutions as the Motion Picture Academy and 
the Directors Guild. Schatz also executive produced Burnt Orange Productions’ 
second film, THE CASSIDY KIDS, which is scheduled to be released in 2006. He 
will also executive produce Burnt Orange Productions’ third film, THE ADAM 
RIFKIN CAVEMAN COMEDY, which started production in November 2005. 
 
A University of Texas faculty member since 1976, Schatz is also Warner Regents 
Professor (and former chairman) of the Radio-Television-Film Department and 
an associate dean in the College of Communication. Schatz has been editor of the 
Film and Media Studies Series for The University of Texas Press for over a 
decade, and has also taught for the American Film Institute as well as the Los 
Angeles Film School. 



 
 
Abdi Nazemian and Micah Schraft (Writers) 
 
Abdi was born in Tehran and subsequently lived in Paris, Toronto, New York, 
Rome, and Connecticut. Micah was born in Connecticut and grew up in 
Brookline, Massachusetts. Abdi and Micah met freshman year of college at 
Columbia University in New York City.  Together they have written four original 
screenplays: DOT, RICH DEAD WHITE GIRL, ADMISSIONS, and TRUE 
HOLLYWOOD STORY. Dot was selected as part of the 2004 Sundance Writer’s 
Lab.  
 
They wrote two ABC Family original movies, BEAUTIFUL GIRL and CELESTE 
IN THE CITY, which aired in 2003 and 2004 respectively. They have also written 
movies for Fox Searchlight, Universal, Paramount, Oxygen, and HBO, as well as 
a television pilot for the WB. 
 
Abdi has written one yet unpublished novel, “HOLLYWOODLAND.” He has 
worked in film development at Alliance Atlantis, Edmonds Entertainment, and 
Pakula Productions. He holds a BA from Columbia.  
 
Micah has written plays, including “THE PROPAGANDA PLAYS” and 
“AMUSING TEMPEST.” He was Artistic Associate at Berkeley Rep for the 2001 
season. He holds a BA and MFA (in playwriting) from Columbia.  
 
 
M. David Mullen, ASC (Director of Photography) 
 
M. David Mullen, ASC studied filmmaking and cinematography at the California 
Institute of the Arts (CalArts), where he received his master's degree. Since then, 
he has photographed nearly thirty independent feature films.  
 
Mullen was nominated for the IFP Independent Spirit Award for Best 
Cinematography in 2000 for TWIN FALLS IDAHO and again in 2004 for 
NORTHFORK. He recently photographed a number of features in high 
definition video, including JACKPOT, the first 24P HD feature to be released 
theatrically in North America. Other 24P HD features include A FOREIGN 
AFFAIR (shown at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival), D.E.B.S., (premiered at 
Sundance and then released theatrically in Spring 2005) and now, THE  QUIET. 
Mullen recently served as cinematographer on AKEELAH AND THE BEE, 
starring Angela Bassett. His latest film, the Polish brothers’ THE ASTRONAUT 
FARMER, stars Billy Bob Thornton. 
 



In 2004, he was invited into the American Society of Cinematographers. He also 
recently updated the classic textbook CINEMATOGRAPHY with original author 
Kris Malkiewicz, and has written a number of articles about his own work for 
various filmmaking magazines.  
 
 
JOHN FRICK (Production Designer) 
 
As the lead production designer on THE QUIET, John Frick was responsible for 
the overall look and feel of the film, which included making Central Texas look 
like Connecticut.  He has served as production designer for numerous other 
films, including the 2001 Warner Brothers film AMERICAN OUTLAWS, starring 
Colin Farrell and Kathy Bates; the 1996 drama THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD; as 
well as the 1993 cult classic DAZED AND CONFUSED, written and directed by 
Richard Linklater.   
 
Frick has also worked as art director on the sets of Robert Rodriguez’s SPY KIDS 
2: ISLAND OF LOST DREAMS, WHERE THE HEART IS, the musical comedy 
WAITING FOR GUFFMAN, Steven Soderbergh’s UNDERNEATH, and Spike 
Lee’s THE 25TH HOUR, among many other films. 
 
Frick served as art director in the production of Sam Shepard’s 1994 film SILENT 
TONGUE, which was produced by Carolyn Pfeiffer, the current president and 
CEO of Burnt Orange Productions. He recently completed work on Conundrum 
Entertainment’s THE RINGER, HOW TO EAT FRIED WORMS and will soon 
begin the TEXAS CHAINSAW prequel. 
 
 
JEFF RONA (Music Composer) 
 
Jeff Rona is one of the unique, contemporary musical voices in today's film 
world. A student of photography, arts and music in college, he left to pursue 
music as his life's work. He recorded and performed as a member of Jon Hassell's 
highly regarded group, during which he co-composed and produced the 
acclaimed "CITY-WORKS OF FICTION" records.  
 
 A highly in-demand musician for numerous films and records, he landed his 
first solo composing project, scoring the acclaimed television series HOMICIDE: 
LIFE ON THE STREET with director Barry Levinson. This was followed by other 
TV projects including Steven Spielberg’s first TV series HIGH INCIDENT, Robert 
Altman's award winning GUN anthology, Frank Darabont on his BLACK CAT 
RUN film for HBO, Traffic (miniseries), and international auteur Wong Kar Wai's 
film, THE FOLLOWING for BMW Films.  



 
His feature film work includes Ridley Scott's WHITE SQUALL, THE 
MOTHMAN PROPHESIES, EXIT WOUNDS, Mary Lambert's THE IN CROWD, 
contributions to Steven Soderbergh's TRAFFIC, SCHIZOPOLIS and KAFKA, 
Ridley Scott's BLACK HAWK DOWN, MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 2, ASSASINS, 
GLADIATOR, THE NET, THIN RED LINE, THE FAN, CHILL FACTOR and 
many others.  
 
In addition to his album work with Hassell, his music is also on the critically 
praised world-beat Transplanet series on Triloka Records, and the electronica 
compilation "LEAVES FROM THE TREE" on Vitamin Records. His collaboration 
with Dead Can Dance's Lisa Gerrard, "A THOUSAND ROADS," is on 
Reincarnate Records.  
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