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LOGLINE 

Investigative journalist Jeremy Scahill is pulled into an unexpected journey as he 

chases down the hidden truth behind America’s expanding covert wars. 

SYNOPSIS 

Dirty Wars follows investigative reporter Jeremy Scahill, author of the international 

bestseller Blackwater, into the hidden world of America’s covert wars, from 

Afghanistan to Yemen, Somalia, and beyond. 

Part action film and part detective story, Dirty Wars is a gripping journey into one of 

the most important and underreported stories of our time. 

What begins as a report on a deadly U.S. night raid in a remote corner of 

Afghanistan quickly turns into a global investigation of the secretive and powerful 

Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC). 

As Scahill digs deeper into the activities of JSOC, he is pulled into a world of covert 

operations unknown to the public and carried out across the globe by men who do 

not exist on paper and will never appear before Congress. In military jargon, JSOC 

teams “find, fix, and finish” their targets, who are selected through a secret process. 

No target is off limits for the “kill list,” including U.S. citizens. 

Drawn into the stories and lives of the people he meets along the way, Scahill is 

forced to confront the painful consequences of a war spinning out of control, as well 

as his own role as an investigative journalist.  

We encounter two parallel casts of characters. 

The CIA agents, Special Forces operators, military generals, and U.S.-backed warlords 

who populate the dark side of American wars go on camera and on the record—

some for the first time. 

We also see and hear directly from survivors of night raids and drone strikes, 

including the family of the first American citizen marked for death and being hunted 

by his own government. 
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With a strong cinematic style, Dirty Wars takes viewers to remote corners of 

the globe to see first-hand wars fought in their name and offers a behind-the-

scenes look at a high-stakes investigation.  

We are left with haunting questions about freedom and democracy, war and justice. 

PRODUCTION NOTES 

Filmmaker Richard Rowley first met investigative journalist Jeremy Scahill when they 

were reporting from the war zones of Iraq and Afghanistan. Both had worked for 

independent broadcast outlets and international networks reporting on overlooked 

stories in the wars there and in other countries. 

Beyond forming a close personal bond, both shared a commitment to unembedded 

journalism, even if that meant taking great personal risks to track down a story. 

Rowley and Scahill learned how to beat censors, Internet firewalls, and other 

obstacles to get their stories out.  

After the breakout success of Scahill’s first book Blackwater: The Rise of the World’s 

Most Powerful Mercenary Army, Rowley and Scahill collaborated on a documentary 

short, Blackwater’s Youngest Victim. The film tells the story of nine-year-old Ali 

Mohammed Hafedh Kinani, killed along with seventeen other civilians by Blackwater 

contractors in the deadly Nisour Square shooting in Baghdad in September 2007. 

Around the time of the film’s release, in 2010, Scahill was in the early research 

stages of a new book-length project, exploring the expansion of covert wars and the 

rise of the secretive and extremely powerful Joint Special Operations Command 

(JSOC). In the past, filmmakers had approached Scahill about making a feature film 

or documentary based on Blackwater, but this time, he didn’t want to wait until the 

end of the book writing process to explore the filmmaking possibilities. He turned to 

Rowley to working alongside him from the outset in the course of his new 

investigation. 

Many fine documentaries have been filmed as a companion or interpretation of a 

work of nonfiction writing. But Scahill and Rowley set out with a different goal: not 
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to make a documentary based on a forthcoming book, but to make a film that 

stood entirely in its own right, using all he power of the documentary form. This is 

not a film of a book. Nor is the book an expanded version of the film. Each stands 

alone as a different lens into a compelling, complex story that cannot be fully 

explored in either genre. 

As Rowley notes, “The film that will premiere at Sundance looks and feels nothing 

like the film we set out to shoot.” But in the end, the team behind Dirty Wars feels 

they found a way to tell the very important story they wanted to tell, without 

compromise. 

“When we started working on this film, almost no one had heard of JSOC or the 

now-famous SEAL Team 6. After the bin Laden raid, their names were everywhere,” 

said Scahill. “Looking back at everything Rick and I witnessed over the years of 

filming this movie, it is amazing how much of the actual story of JSOC—and the 

covert wars they fight, in secret, across the globe—remains totally hidden from the 

public.” 

To tell that still-hidden story with full editorial independence, Rowley and Scahill 

paired with Anthony Arnove and Brenda Coughlin, who started a nonprofit 

production company, Civic Bakery, with filmmaker Chris Moore in 2011 to make 

challenging documentary and feature films with a topical thrust.  

Dirty Wars was filmed in Yemen, Somalia, Afghanistan, and in the United States over 

the course of 2010 to 2012. 

From the beginning of the process, the Dirty Wars filmmaking team knew they 

wanted to create a movie with high production values and a strong visual style 

informed by cinéma vérité. But at the same time, Rowley and Scahill had to travel 

light and on an extremely tight budget, and work unobtrusively — and safely — in 

war zones. In Somalia, this meant taking out kidnap, dismemberment and ransom 

insurance and being sure Rowley and Scahill had daily check ins with the producers 

at home in Brooklyn, who had a whole set of contingency plans and code words in 

place should something go awry. 
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Developments in digital photography meant that Rowley could work light with 

Canon 5D and Panasonic EX-1 cameras that could deliver visually compelling 

footage even when filming in difficult circumstances. 

From the outset, the filmmakers decided that they would not fall back on talking-

head interviews to provide context in the film. In the end, they wanted to tell a more 

personal, subjective, and emotional story. To do that, the filmmakers decided 

approached an experienced fiction screenwriter to help craft the film. In 2012, David 

Riker (The Girl, La Ciudad) came on board to write the film’s script with Scahill and 

guide viewers through the personal journey that Jeremy undertakes in the course of 

his investigation. 

Further enhancing the power of the film is original music by Kronos Quartet. For the 

first time, Kronos, which historically has performed music by other composers, 

worked on original score material for film, composed by quartet member David 

Harrington. David and Kronos called their compositions “drones,” playing on two 

meanings of the word: the small pilotless aircraft used for surveillance and missile 

strikes, and the harmonic variation of a musical tone. Recorded music from Kronos, 

from their album Floodplain, and additional tracks by Muslimgauze and Godpeed 

You! Black Emperor complete the aural landscape of Dirty Wars. 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

A decade ago, I became a war reporter in order to cover my generation’s most 

important untold story. The War on Terror is the longest war in U.S. history; it has 

claimed hundreds of thousands of lives; it is being fought in dozens of countries; 

but it is unfolding in the shadows and we know next to nothing about it. 

I made short films from Iraq and Afghanistan, but remained frustrated by the 

limitations on what kind of stories I could tell. It was not enough to be an 

embedded journalist and see the war only through the eyes of American soldiers. It 

was not enough to understand this global war through the experience of a single 

country in isolation. It was also not enough to tell stories of a war being fought in 

far off places that seemed irrelevant to life back home.  
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I got to know Jeremy during the Iraq War and Dirty Wars grew out of our shared 

experience as war reporters. But over three years of filming on the ground in 

Afghanistan, Somalia, and Yemen, the film turned into something that I believe is 

much more powerful — an intimate and deeply personal story of life turned upside 

down by war. 

As a journalist, you begin to think of yourself as invincible — you believe you can 

see and film all the intensity and pain of war, and that none of it will touch you. But 

it does touch you. It changes you. Somewhere along the way Jeremy and I both 

realized that there were two halves to what I was filming: an outside story that was 

an exposé of a war that had gone out of control, and an inside story — about a 

reporter, a person — changed by his journey. We realized that the film would only 

work if both stories were included.  

This realization changed everything — our pace and rhythm, our voice and cadence, 

the way we filmed and looked at the world. The film that we ended up making looks 

and feels nothing like the film we set out to shoot. It is not filled with talking head 

experts, it is not narrated by a voice of god, and it does not unfold, visually or 

narratively, like an essay or an argument. Dirty Wars is part of a growing movement 

on both sides of the documentary/narrative film divide. It is a nonfiction film deeply 

committed to truth that also has the intimacy and depth of a well-told story. 

Dirty Wars grew out of our experience as war reporters, but it is, in many ways, our 

attempt to escape our own limitations and to tell a story that doesn’t just make this 

war visible but makes this war real. 

—Richard Rowley 

INTERVIEW SUBJECTS 

Col. Abdul Ghafoor, police commander in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 

Mohammed Tahir. Mohammad Daoud’s brother-in-law. Survivor of a night raid in 

the village of Khataba, a short distance from Gardez, the capital of Paktia, 

Afghanistan, on February 12, 2010, when his family and friends were celebrating the 
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birth of a new child. The raid killed Commander Daoud. The family is not ethnic 

Pashtun, the dominant — almost exclusive — ethnicity of the Taliban. Their main 

language is Dari. Many of the men in the family had long opposed the Taliban. 

Mohammed Sabir. Mohammad Daoud’s brother. A survivor of the Gardez night 

raid. 

Hajji Sharabuddin is father of Mohammed Daoud and Mohammed Zaher, both 

killed at his home the night of February 12, 2010, when his family and friends were 

celebrating the birth of a new child.  

Gen. Hugh Shelton, retired from the United States Army, served as Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff from 1997 to 2001. He previously served as Commander in Chief 

of the United States Special Operations Command (SOCOM). He is currently 

Executive Director of the General H. Hugh Shelton Leadership Center at North 

Carolina State University. 

Jerome Starkey is Africa correspondent for The Times of London, based in Nairobi, 

Kenya. He was previously the Afghanistan correspondent for the paper. 

Matthew Hoh is a Senior Fellow at the Center for International Policy. As a Foreign 

Service officer, Hoh served from 2004 to 2007 on a reconstruction team led by the 

United States Department of Defense and then as a Marine company commander in 

Iraq. In 2009, he was the State Department’s senior representative in Afghanistan’s 

Zabul province and political officer in Nangarhar province. He resigned from the 

Foreign Service in September 2009.  

Andrew Exum is a senior fellow of the Center for a New American Security. From 

2000 to 2004, Exum served on active duty with the 75th Ranger Regiment, a special 

operations light infantry unit of the United States Army and part of the U.S. Special 

Operations Command. Exum served under Stanley McChrystal in Iraq. In September 

2003, McChrystal became the commander of JSOC. 

Sheikh Saleh Bin Fareed is a former member of the Yemeni parliament and leader 

of the al Aulaq tribe in the Shebwah Province of Southern Yemen. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
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Muqbal al Kazemi is a tribal leader from al Majalah, Yemen. 

Abdulelah Haider Shaye is a Yemeni journalist based in Sana’a, Yemen, currently 

serving a five-year prison sentence on terrorism-related charges. His prosecution and 

subsequent conviction in a secret court were widely denounced by human rights 

and media freedom organizations. Shaye has worked with the Washington Post, ABC 

News, al Jazeera, and many other major international media outlets.  

Abdul Rahman Barman is a Yemeni lawyer who represents Abdulelah Haider Shaye. 

Sen. Ron Wyden, Democrat, is the senior United States Senator for Oregon. Before 

being elected senator in 1996, Wyden served in the House of Representatives 

starting in 1981. He has served on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence since 

2001.   

Philip Giraldi is a retired CIA case officer and station chief who served in the Agency 

for eighteen years. 

Dr. Emile Nakhleh is a retired senior CIA officer. He founded the Agency’s Political 

Islam Strategic Analysis Program and served as the Chief of the CIA’s Regional 

Analysis Unit in the Office of Near Eastern and South Asian Analysis. 

Col. W. Patrick Lang is a retired senior official at the Defense Intelligence Agency, 

where he served as Defense Intelligence Officer for the Middle East, South Asia and 

Counterterrorism. He was the first director of the DIA’s Defense HUMINT Service. 

Lt. Col. Anthony Shaffer is a former clandestine military operator with extensive 

experience in the Middle East and Africa. Based in Afghanistan, he helped coordinate 

the High Value Targeting Cell for the Defense Intelligence Agency in the early stages 

of the Global War on Terror. 

Nasser al Aulaqi is the father of Anwar Al Awlaki (killed September 30, 2011) and 

the grandfather of Abdrulrahman al Aulaqi, Anwar’s son (killed October 14, 2011). 

Nasser al Aulaqi was born and raised in Yemen. He won a Fulbright scholarship in 

1966 to study at New Mexico State University. He received his masters from NM 

State in 1971 and went on to the University of Nebraska for his doctorate. Nasser al 
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Aulaqi taught at the University of Minnesota from 1975 to 1977 and then returned 

to Yemen. In 1988, he became Yemen’s Minister of Agriculture and later, President 

of Sana’a University.  

Malcolm Nance is a former master instructor at the United States Navy’s Survival, 

Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) School. He served as Chief of Training at the 

SERE school from 1997 to 2001. While in the Navy, Nance served as an intelligence 

specialist.  

Yusuf Mohamed Siad, known as Indha Adde (“White Eyes”), is a general in the 

Somali National Army and previously served as the Somali Minister of Defense and 

as a member of the Islamic Courts Union. When Siad Barre’s regime fell in 1991, 

Indha Adde and his militia took control of the Lower Shabelle region. He has worked 

with both al Qaeda-affiliated groups and the U.S. government. 

Mohamed Qanyare was one of the first Somali warlords contracted by the CIA after 

9/11 to hunt down high value targets inside Somalia. He remains active in Somali 

politics. 

Saleha al Aulaqi is married to Nasser al Aulaqi and is the grandmother of 

Abdulrahman al Aulaqi. 

TIMELINE 

(A more detailed timeline is available upon request.) 

1966 

Nasser al Aulaqi wins a Fulbright scholarship to study agricultural economics at New 

Mexico State University. 

1971 

April 21  |  Anwar Al Awlaki is born at Las Cruces Memorial Hospital in Las Cruces, 

New Mexico. He is the firstborn son of Nasser al Aulaqi. Later that year, Nasser al 

Aulaqi moves with his family to University of Nebraska to pursue a doctoral degree.  

1975 
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The Church Committee investigates a wide range of abuses by the executive branch, 

including domestic spying operations against U.S. citizens. The Committee’s 

investigation paints a picture of lawless, secret activities conducted with no oversight 

whatsoever from the courts or the Congress. 

1976 

Stanley McChrystal graduates from West Point Military Academy. He then finishes 

Special Forces School at Fort Bragg in 1979 and commands a Green Beret unit from 

1979 to 1980. 

President Gerald Ford issues Executive Order 11905, explicitly banning the United 

States from carrying out “political assassinations.” 

1977 

Nasser al Aulaqi and his family move to Sana’a, Yemen. 

William McRaven graduates from the University of Texas with a degree in journalism. 

He had enrolled in Navy ROTC on campus and right after graduating with an 

ensign’s commission, he entered SEAL training and then deployed to the Philippines.  

1980 

The Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC) forms in 1980, though the White 

House and the military do not publicly acknowledge its existence. JSOC is unique 

among all military and intelligence assets in that it reports directly to the president. 

JSOC forms out of the ashes of the failed mission to rescue fifty-two American 

hostages held in the United States Embassy in Tehran, Iran, following the Islamic 

revolution of 1979. Code-named Operation Eagle Claw, the action involved an 

insertion of elite Delta Force operatives commanded by one of its famed founders, 

Col. Charlie Beckwith, to secure an airstrip that could be used to fly in more 

operators and aircraft to conduct an assault on the embassy. The mission is widely 

considered a disaster. 

1986 

Stanley McChrystal becomes commander of the Third Battalion 75th Ranger element 
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and revolutionizes its training regime, modernizing the technology available to its 

forces. 

1991 

On a U.S. government scholarship, Anwar Al Awlaki moves to Fort Collins, Colorado, 

to attend Colorado State University and study civil engineering. 

1993 

October 3–4  |  “Black Hawk Down” incident in Mogadishu, Somalia, the bloody 

finale to a mission code-named Operation Gothic Serpent, run by Maj. Gen. William 

Garrison, then commander of JSOC. It goes down as one of the greatest disasters 

for the U.S. Special Operations community since the botched rescue mission in 1979 

to free American hostages in Tehran. 

1994 

Anwar Al Awlaki graduates from Colorado State University. He marries a Yemeni 

cousin and takes a job as an imam at the Denver Islamic Society. 

1995 

September 13  |  Abdulrahman Al Awlaki is born in Denver, Colorado. He is the 

firstborn son of Anwar Al Awlaki and Gihan Mohsen Baker. 

1996 

Anwar Al Awlaki moves with his family to San Diego, California where he becomes 

an imam at the Masjid al-Ribat al-Islami center. He also begins working on a 

master’s degree in Education Leadership at San Diego State University. 

1998 

August 7  |  Al Qaeda cells, organized out of Nairobi, Kenya, carry out simultaneous 

truck bombings of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, killing 247 people, 

including twelve Americans, and injuring 5,000 more. It was the first much of the 

world had ever heard of Osama bin Laden and, afterward, the FBI puts him on its 

Ten Most Wanted List. 
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1999 

The FBI investigates Anwar Al Awlaki for alleged contact with an al Qaeda associate. 

2000 

Anwar Al Awlaki moves with his family to Falls Church, Virginia. Anwar begins 

recording his sermons as CDs and selling them as box sets. His popularity starts to 

increase throughout the United States and internationally. The FBI concludes that 

Anwar is no longer a target of investigation. 

October 12  |  Bombing of the U.S.S. Cole off the coast of Yemen. A small 

motorboat packed with 500 pounds of explosives sped up to the ship and blasted a 

massive 40-by-40-foot foot hole in the Cole’s side. The attack killed seventeen U.S. 

sailors and wounded more than thirty others. 

2001 

Anwar Al Awlaki starts a doctoral program at George Washington University. 

Stanley McChrystal, then chief of staff of the 18th Airborne, deploys to Afghanistan 

to help establish Combined Joint Task Force 180, which would become the forward 

headquarters for “Operation Enduring Freedom.” 

William McRaven becomes commodore of Naval Special Warfare Group 1. 

September  | Anwar Al Awlaki is interviewed four times by the FBI. 

September 11  |  Nineteen terrorists hijack three planes, which then crash into the 

World Trade Center, rural Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon. 

September 14  |  The House and Senate give President Bush unprecedented latitude 

to wage a global war, passing the Authorization for the Use of Military Force 

(AUMF). 

September 23  |  President Bush signs Executive Order 13224 designating more than 

180 groups and individuals that could be targeted in the “Global War on Terror.”  

2002 

December  |  Anwar Al Awlaki leaves the United States for the last time. He travels 
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to Yemen and the United Kingdom before eventually settling in Yemen for good in 

2004. 

2003 

January  | The CIA begins funding a network of warlords in Somalia to engage in 

kill/capture operations against suspected Islamic militants. Among the leaders of the 

network is Mohammed Qanyare. The forces are soon accused of committing 

widespread human rights abuses and extrajudicial killings. 

September 16  | Stanley McChrystal is appointed commander of JSOC. 

2006 

Summer  | Anwar Al Awlaki is put in solitary confinement in Sana’a and held without 

charge for seventeen months, nine of them in solitary confinement, under direct 

pressure from the United States. 

2008 

February  | Anwar Al Awlaki establishes his own website titled Imam Anwar’s Blog. 

He also sets up a Facebook page, which draws thousands of subscribers. 

2009 

January 22  |  President Barack Obama signs Executive Order 13491. The new order 

stipulates that detainees in the war on terror shall “all circumstances be treated 

humanely and shall not be subjected to violence to life and person (including 

murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment, and torture), nor to outrages upon 

personal dignity (including humiliating and degrading treatment).” 

January 23  |  Obama carries out this first drone strike, in Pakistan. Between seven 

and eleven civilians, including one child, are killed, according to news reports. 

November 5  | US Army psychiatrist, Major Nidal Malik Hasan, walks into the Soldier 

Readiness Center in Fort Hood, Texas, opens fire on his fellow soldiers, killing 

thirteen people and wounding forty-three others before being shot and paralyzed 

himself. Soon after the shooting, the media reports that that Hasan had been in 

contact with Anwar Al Awlaki. That the two men exchanged more than twenty emails 
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beginning in December 2008 became a major focus of attention by journalists and 

politicians. When U.S. counterterror officials review the emails, they determine them 

to be innocuous. 

December 17  |  The U.S. launches Tomahawk cruise missile strike against rural 

Bedouin village of Al-Majalah in Shabwa Province, Yemen. In all, more than forty 

people are killed at al Majalah, including fourteen women and twenty-one children.  

December 25  |  The attempted “Christmas bombing” by Nigerian Umar Farouk 

Abdulmutallab, who tries to explode a device he had stored in his underwear while 

on board Northwest Flight 253, from Amsterdam to Detroit. The attempt fails and 

the plane lands safely. Later people attempt to link Abdulmutallab to Anwar Al 

Awlaki. While praising the attack, Awlaki says he was not involved. 

2010 

January  |  Anwar Al Awlaki is placed on the White House’s “kill list” — the first time 

a U.S. citizen is known to be on the list — and the government confirms that JSOC 

is actively hunting him. 

February  |  Yemeni journalist Abdulelah Haider Shaye conducts the first interview 

with Anwar Al Awlaki since the news of his threatened assassination at the hands of 

the U.S. government is made public. 

February 12  |  A U.S. night raid in Gardez, Paktia Province, Afghanistan, kills two 

men and three women. One of the men was a senior Afghan police commander and 

two of the women were pregnant. U.S. Special Operations Forces attempt to cover 

up the killings and blame it on the family as an “honor killing.” 

May 23  |  Al Qaeda’s media wing in Yemen, al Malaeim, releases a video titled, “The 

First and Exclusive Meeting with Sheikh Anwar al-Awlaki.” In the interview, Awlaki 

praises a recent speech given by al Qaeda’s number two man, Ayman al Zawahiri, 

but also refers to “you people in Al Qaeda” and does not claim to be a member of 

the group. The interviewer also does not address Awlaki as a fellow member of al 

Qaeda. 
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June  |  A young Pakistani-American and U.S. citizen from North Carolina, Samir 

Khan, publishes Inspire magazine, a slick online publication that is, in the words of 

its editor, “the first magazine to be issued by the al-Qaeda Organization in the 

English language.” Anwar Al Awlaki becomes a regular contributor to the publication. 

July  |  Yemeni journalist Abdulelah Haider Shaye is detained, threatened, and soon 

released by Yemeni intelligence in Sana’a. 

August  |  Haider Shaye is again detained and held in the Political Security prison in 

Yemen, including in solitary confinement for a month. 

October 28  | Saudi intelligence reports that it has uncovered a plot by al Qaeda in 

the Arabian Peninsula to bring down U.S. cargo planes. Saudi intelligence tells the 

U.S. to look for bombs concealed in printer ink cartridges and provides U.S. and 

British intelligence with tracking numbers for the packages.  

2011 

May  |  A U.S. drone strike narrowly misses Anwar Awlaki as he and several cohorts 

drive through the Yemeni desert. Two of Awlaki’s associates are killed. 

July  |  Jeremy Scahill reveals the existence of a CIA-run counterterrorism center at 

the airport in Mogadishu, Somalia, and reports on a previously unknown secret 

prison buried in the basement of the U.S.-funded Somali National Security Agency. A 

U.S. official confirms to Scahill that U.S. agents interrogate prisoners in the facility. 

September 30  |  Anwar Al Awlaki and Samir Khan, both U.S. citizens, are killed in a 

U.S. drone strike in Yemen. 

October 14  |  Abdulrahman al Aulaqi, a U.S. citizen, then sixteen years old, is killed 

in a U.S. drone strike in Yemen. 

FILMMAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

Richard Rowley (director, cinematographer, editor, born in 1975). 

Over the course of fifteen years, Richard Rowley, co-founder of Big 

Noise Films, has made multiple award-winning documentary 
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features including Fourth World War and This Is What Democracy Looks Like.  

His shorts and news reports are also regularly featured on and commissioned by 

leading outlets including Al Jazeera, BBC, CBC, CNN International, Democracy Now!, 

and PBS.  

Rowley is a co-founder of the Independent Media Center. Rowley has been a 

Pulitzer Fellow, Rockefeller Fellow, a Jerome Foundation Fellow, and a Sundance 

Documentary Film Program Fellow. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.  
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Jeremy Scahill (producer, writer, narrator, and subject, born in 1974) 

is National Security Correspondent for The Nation magazine and 

author of the international bestseller Blackwater: The Rise of the 

World’s Most Powerful Mercenary Army (Nation Books, 2007).  

Scahill will release his second book, Dirty Wars, simultaneously with 

the film. He has reported from Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, Nigeria, 

Yemen, the former Yugoslavia and elsewhere across the globe. Scahill is a frequent 

guest on a wide array of programs, appearing regularly on The Rachel Maddow 

Show, Real Time with Bill Maher, and Democracy Now! He has also appeared on 

ABC World News, CBS Evening News, NBC Nightly News, BBC, al Jazeera, CNN, The 

NewsHour, and Bill Moyers Journal. Scahill’s work has sparked several Congressional 

investigations and won some of journalism’s highest honors. He was twice awarded 

the prestigious George Polk Award, in 1998 for foreign reporting and in 2008 for his 

book Blackwater. He lives in Brooklyn, New York. 

Anthony Arnove (producer, born in 1969) is co-founder of the 

non-profit media company Civic Bakery. Arnove wrote, directed 

and produced The People Speak with Howard Zinn, Chris Moore, 

Josh Brolin, and Matt Damon. The documentary is the film 

companion to Howard Zinn’s bestselling book A People’s History 

of the United States and its primary source companion, Voices of 

a People’s History, which Arnove co-edited with Zinn. The People Speak premiered 

on the History Channel in December 2009. International commissions include an 

original production in the United Kingdom, written and directed by Arnove and 

Colin Firth, and broadcast on AETN UK in October 2010, and a second original 

production in Australia broadcast on History (Foxtel) in December 2012. Arnove is 

the editor of several books including Iraq: The Logic of Withdrawal. His latest books 

are The People Speak, co-edited with Colin Firth, and Howard Zinn Speaks. Arnove 

lives in Brooklyn, New York.  

Brenda Coughlin (producer, born in 1971) is co-founder of the 
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non-profit media company Civic Bakery. Coughlin produced the 2009 (US) and 2010 

(UK) The People Speak documentaries. With Zinn and Arnove, she founded the non-

profit organization Voices of a People’s History, which runs performing arts and 

education programs in communities and schools through the United States. For the 

last fifteen years, Coughlin has worked with non-profits and foundations supporting 

progressive causes and has been part of social justice movements in a range of 

areas, from prison abolition to antiwar organizing. Coughlin lives in Brooklyn, New 

York.  

David Riker (writer, born in 1963) is an American screenwriter 

and film director. Riker is a graduate of New York University’s 

Graduate Film School where, in 1992, he made his first fictional 

film, The City. The short received critical acclaim and, among 

other accolades, won the Gold Medal for Dramatic Film at the 

Student Academy Awards and the Student Film Award from the 

Directors Guild of America. His 1998 feature La Ciudad (The City), a neo-realist film 

about the plight of Latin American immigrants living in New York City, won awards 

at the SXSW, Havana, San Sebastian, and Human Rights Watch film festivals. His 

latest film is The Girl, starring Abbie Cornish, premiered at 2012 Tribeca Film Festival. 

Riker received the Waldo Salt Screenwriting Award at Sundance as co-writer of Sleep 

Dealer. Riker is a member of the Writers Guild of America, East. He lives in Brooklyn, 

New York.  

David Harrington (music supervisor, born in 1949) and 

Kronos Quartet (original score, formed in 1973). For nearly 

forty years, the Kronos Quartet—David Harrington, John 

Sherba (violins), Hank Dutt (viola), and Jeffrey Zeigler 

(cello)—has pursued a singular artistic vision, combining a 

spirit of fearless exploration with a commitment to 

expanding the range and context of the string quartet. In the process, Kronos has 

become one of the most celebrated and influential groups of our time, performing 

thousands of concerts worldwide, releasing more than forty-five recordings of 
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extraordinary breadth and creativity, collaborating with many of the world’s most 

eclectic composers and performers, and commissioning more than 750 works and 

arrangements for string quartet. In 2011, Kronos became the only recipients of both 

the Polar Music Prize and the Avery Fisher Prize, two of the most prestigious awards 

given to musicians. The group’s numerous awards also include a Grammy for Best 

Chamber Music Performance (2004) and “Musicians of the Year” (2003) from Musical 

America. 

CREDITS 

 Directed, filmed and edited by Richard Rowley 

 Written by  Jeremy Scahill & David Riker 

 Produced by  Anthony Arnove 

  Brenda Coughlin 

  Jeremy Scahill 

 Narrated by Jeremy Scahill 

 Music Supervisor David Harrington 

 Original Music David Harrington 

 Performed by Kronos Quartet 

 Executive Producers Scott Roth 

  Jess Search 

  Randall Wallace 

  Sandra Whipham 

 Associate Producer Jacqueline Soohen 

 Assistant Producer Lauren Sutherland 

 Motion graphics design and main titles David Rowley 

 Second Camera Jacqueline Soohen 

 Assistant Editor Jacqueline Soohen 
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 Additional Editing Elizabeth Press 

 Researcher Lauren Sutherland 

 Additional Research Ryan Devereaux 

 Archive David Rice and Devon Landes 

 Post Production Sound Services Skywalker Sound, a Lucasfilm Ltd. Company 

  Marin County, California 

 Supervising Sound Editor Christopher Barnett 

 Sound Designer Christopher Barnett 

 Re-Recording Mixer Christopher Barnett 

 Additional Re-Recording Mixer Brandon Proctor 

 Digital Editorial Support Danny Caccavo 

  Ryan Frias 

  Dmitri Makarov 

 Post-Production Sound Accountant Cathy Shirk 

 DI and Finishing Sixteen19 

 DI Senior Producer Brian Reali 

 DI Executive Producer Ben Baker 

 DI Director of Technology Brandon Bussinger  

 Dolby E Mastering Benny Mouthon (String & Can) 

 ADR Mixer Ric Schnupp 

 ADR Recordist Paul Frye 

 Transcription Services Julie Alexander 

 Legal Services Frank Dehn, Esq., SmithDehn LLP 

 Civic Bakery Legal Services Jay R. Halfon, Esq. 

 Distribution Advisor Josh Braun (Submarine Entertainment) 

 Publicist Nancy Willen (Acme PR) 



 21 

 Senior Consultant Bruni Burres 

 Production Accountant Said Rifai 

 Intern Ryan Bishara 

 Gaffer Leila Honeysuckle Rowley 

 Country Coordinators Raouf Hikal (Afghanistan) 

  Abdirizak Haji Atosh (Kenya) 

  Bashiir Yusuf Osman (Somalia) 

  Saber al Haidary, Nasser Arrabyee 

(Yemen)

MADE POSSIBLE BY FUNDING FROM 

Bertha / BRITDOC  

The Bertha Foundation 

Kindle Project Fund of the Common 

Counsel Foundation 

Sundance Institute Documentary Fund 

Vital Projects Fund 

Wallace Global Fund 

INTERVIEWS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 

Col. Abdul Ghafoor 

Raouf Hikal 

Mohammed Tahir 

Mohammed Sabir 

Hajji Sharabuddin 

Gen. Hugh Shelton 

Jerome Starkey 

Matthew Hoh 

Andrew Exum 

Sheikh Saleh Bin Fareed 

Muqbal al Kazemi 

Abdul Rahman Barman 

Sen. Ron Wyden 

Phil Giraldi 

Emile Nakhleh  

Col. Patrick Lang 

Lt. Col. Anthony Shaffer 

Nasser al Aulaqi 

Malcolm Nance 

Yusuf Mohamed Siad 

Mohamed Qanyare 

Saleha al Aulaqi 



 

 22 

 


