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SYNOPSIS  
 
Moscow, or ‘Moscou’ in Flemish, is a densely populated working class neighbourhood on 
the outskirts of Ghent, Belgium.  
 
MATTY (41), mother of three, bumps her car into a truck on the parking lot of a super-
market. JOHNNY (29) climbs down from the cabin. He is infuriated by the dent in his 
front bumper and yells at Matty. Although impressed by the accident, Matty fights back 
with sharp words. Their discussion turns into a row, and the police have to intervene. 
Matty goes home, the trunk of her car dancing up and down.  
 
Back in her apartment, Matty takes a hot bath to recover from the afternoon’s emotions 
when the phone rings. Her oldest daughter VERA (17) passes the phone to Matty. It’s 
Johnny, apologizing for his behaviour on the parking lot. Matty tells him to stay out of 
her life.  
 
A few days later, Johnny rings the doorbell. He fixes the dent in the trunk of Matty’s car 
in no time. Matty’s children are stunned when witnessing the first sparkles between 
Matty and the so much younger Johnny.  
 
Matty’s almost ex-husband Werner is jealous. He left Matty and the family home more 
than 5 months ago, but keeps postponing the official divorce. Meanwhile, Matty agrees 
to meet Johnny for drinks, “just this once”. He is charming and very gallant. Before she 
knows it, they end up in bed together.  
 
Johnny calls her on the phone the next day. He is on his way to his regular destination 
in Italy. He wants to know Matty’s shoe-size, so that he can buy her a pair of Italian 
shoes. Matty tells him that their adventure was a one-off, and that she doesn’t want him 
to buy any shoes for her.  
 
Later that week, Werner tells Matty that Johnny has a criminal record; he beat up his 
former wife only 18 months ago. Matty is shaken by the news. Werner confides to Matty 
that he seriously thinks about coming back home. Matty wants to win her husband back 
and assures him that there is no “affair” between her and Johnny.  
 
Sometime later, the doorbell rings. It’s Johnny, with a pair of elegant red shoes from 
Italy …  
 
“Moscow, Belgium” is a dramatic comedy about a woman whose soul is full of dents and 
bruises.  
 



ABOUT THE CAST  
 
BARBARA SARAFIAN (MATTY)  
 
Barbara Sarafian was born and raised in Ghent. She studied at the conservatory in 
Antwerp, and was bound to pursue a career on stage. But Barbara chose a different 
path, playing roles in international movie productions such as Peter Greenaway’s “8 1/2 
Women” and Roman Coppola’s “CQ”.  
 
In the 90’s Barbara became a well known personality and presenter in leading Belgian 
radio shows (“Sonja Duplex”, “De Nieuwe Wereld”). Barbara proved her talents as a 
comedian in very popular satirical TV shows (“Alles kan beter”, “Spike”, “Kijk Eens Op De 
Doos”, “de Vloek van Vlimovost”). She also played bit parts in Flemish drama series 
(“Vermist”, “Aspe”).  
 
Barbara Sarafian not only acts, but is also a director of commercials.  
 
 
MATTY (Barbara Sarafian)  
 
“My husband is going through a midlife crisis, my oldest daughter is in puberty, my 
youngest daughter thinks she’s in puberty and my son can’t find his way into puberty. 
And my car needs a repair. My life is all dents and bruises.”  
 
It’s a bitter sense of humour that keeps 41-year old Matty going, amidst the chaos of 
her life. It has been five months, two weeks and three days since the love of her life, 
husband Werner, left Matty and the family apartment to move in with a pretty young 
woman almost half Matty’s age. Matty is convinced that one day, Werner will come back 
home so that her old life can resume. But then she literally bumps her car into the truck 
of 29-year old Johnny. Johnny is Matty’s emotional wake-up call. He is the tattooed 
prince in jeans who can kiss her back to life. If there’s something Matty doesn’t need, 
it’s another man in her life.  
 
 
 
JURGEN DELNAET (JOHNNY) 
 
Ghent born Jurgen Delnaet is a true theatre actor. Since 1998, he played innumerable 
roles in prominent Flemish theatre companies (De Tijd, Malpertuis). His repertoire 
ranges from satire to his remarkable performance as Panisse, the forty-something single 
who’s looking for love, in Marcel Pagnol’s classic “Marius, Fanny & César”.  
 
Jurgen Delnaet has been cast in TV drama series “Witse”, but proves to be a revelation 
on the big screen, as the rough, yet romantic truck driver Johnny in “Moscow, Belgium”. 
For the role, he actually took special driving lessons and passed the exam obtaining the 
official license to drive a truck.  
 
 



JOHNNY (Jurgen Delnaet)  
 
“Do you know what the Italians say?” Johnny asks Matty on their first night out, “a night 
without love is a lost night!”  
 
29-year old truck driver Johnny is in no better shape than Matty. He stumbles through 
life with his eyes closed, as if he is walking in his sleep. 18 Months ago, his wife Nathalie 
ran off with her lover, leaving Johnny with nothing but his truck, his motorway and his 
horizon. He tries to wear off his feelings with the thousands of kilometres he spends on 
the road every year. But when he meets Matty, after that unlucky accident at a super-
market parking lot, his sense of romance is revived and he decides to focus on Matty as 
his new horizon. And every night without Matty, is a lost night.  
 
 
 
JOHAN HELDENBERGH (WERNER)  
 
Johan Heldenbergh grew up in the very same apartment building which is home to 
Matty and her family in “Moscow, Belgium”. Johan is well known from his theatrical 
performances in many plays by Flemish playwright Arne Sierens (such as “Allemaal 
Indiaan”, “Mijn Blackie” and “Trouwfeesten en processen”). Johan wrote and directed 
“Massis, the musical” in which he also played the title role. Johan made his movie debut 
in the Academy Award winning “Antonia’s Line” by Marleen Gorris, but he is most 
praised for his role as a disabled pimp in Felix van Groeningen’s “Steve + Sky”. He also 
had a bit part in Tom Barman’s “Any way the wind blows”, and played the part of a 
teacher in “Ben X” by Nic Balthazar. On television, Johan played leading roles in the 
features “Vleugels” (by Julie Declercq) and “Gezocht: Man” (by Patrice Toye). Johan also 
made several guest appearances in Flemish TV series. 
 
 
WERNER (Johan Heldenbergh)  
 
“You’re still my girl, do you know that?” Werner whispers to Matty, almost his ex-wife. 
 
Werner teaches at the local art academy. He is a talented, good looking man, with a 
vocation: he teaches adolescents how to create beautiful things. This vocation also led 
him to Gail, a pretty and 22 year old former student who shares his life and front door 
since 5 months, 2 weeks and 3 days, but whom we never meet. Werner’s feelings sway 
between his new, passionate love and his attachment to Matty and their children. When 
he notices that Matty is falling for a much younger man, he reacts like a jealous 
husband. Seeing that his chair at the family table is taken by a rough truck driver, he 
jumps into action.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANEMONE VALCKE (VERA)  
 
Anemone Valcke makes her screen acting début. Her performance as Matty’s aughter 
Vera has charmed critics and audience alike. She is now considered as one of the new 
Flemish talents.  
 
 
VERA (Anemone Valcke) 
 
“Come on, ma, he must be like 10 years younger than you are!” exclaims Vera (17).  
 
Vera is utterly embarrassed by her parent’s behaviour lately: her father ran off with a 
student who could be her older sister, and her mother fell in love with a loud but 
handsome truck driver. Vera is a rebellious teenager from head to toe, and will not 
remain a silent bystander looking at the evolution in her parents’ love life. Should she 
introduce her new love interest to her parents? Are they ready for that?  
 
 
 



20 DAYS IN AUGUST  
SHOOTING MOSCOW, BELGIUM  
 
ACCIDENTS AND ROMANCE  
 
It started as a simple car accident on the parking lot of a supermarket. It can happen 
every day and everywhere, but for 41-year old Matty, it’s what turns her life upside 
down. It not only leads to a row of epic proportions with 29-year old Johnny about who 
caused the accident, but it’s also the start of a love story filled with drama and humour.  
 
Flemish actress Barbara Sarafian plays the role of Matty. “After I read the screenplay, I 
didn’t hesitate about whether to take the role or not,” she says, “Matty is a woman 
who’s not only torn by having to choose between two men, she’s also torn by life itself. I 
think there’s a bit of Matty in every woman. That’s one of the big qualities of the 
screenplay of “Moscow, Belgium”. I so much wanted to tell Matty’s story.”  
 
CASTING  
 
“Everybody has someone in their family or circle of friends, who has been through 
similar situations in life,” says director Christophe van Rompaey about his feature movie 
debut. “Relational and marital problems are as old as the world: a man having an affair, 
a woman of a certain age who suddenly finds the love of her life, but who first has to 
come to terms with her past. And just because it’s such a universal and recognizable life 
event, the choice of actors can make or break a movie. The actors have to convince the 
audience that their tragedy, laughs and romance are genuine.”  
 
Christophe van Rompaey did not choose his actors from the “A-list” of actors who so 
often star in Flemish films. Barbara Sarafian had slowed down her acting career in 
favour of her son Julian - who also portrays Matty’s son Peter in “Moscow, Belgium”- 
and the two other leading actors, Jurgen Delnaet and Johan Heldenbergh were mostly 
known from their performances on stage.  
 
“Before shooting the film, we rehearsed the scenes extensively”, says Barbara, “but on 
the set, Christophe gave us the freedom to follow our intuition and to experiment. He is 
not the kind of director who goes for daring camera movements or stunning visual 
effects. He always focused on us, the actors, and on the story.”  
 
“The scenes with Johnny and Matty are often quite emotional and intimate”, tells Jurgen 
Delnaet, “and I was a bit nervous about it. But Christophe managed to create the right, 
relaxed atmosphere and could explain exactly the character’s feelings.” Jurgen 
continues: “What I liked most about Matty’s character, are her constant mood swings. 
Within a minute she could switch from fairy to fury, and Johnny doesn’t know how to 
react. That’s so real, so much like life.”  
 



MOSCOW, MOSCOU, GHENT, BELGIUM  
 
“Moscow, Belgium” was shot on location in Moscou and Ledeberg, two working class 
neighbourhoods on the outskirts of Ghent, the pretty and lively city located halfway 
between Brussels and the North Sea. Moscou thanks its name to the little known fact 
that in 1814, a regiment of Russian Cossacks was quartered there. The Cossacks were 
part of the allied armies fighting the French, one year before Napoleon’s defeat at 
Waterloo. In Ghent, Tramway 4’s final stop is Moscou. Tourists visiting Ghent smile at 
the thought of a tram that can take them to the Russian capital, but the tramway line 
really exists and makes its way through the décor of the movie. The cast and crew of 
the movie all have bonds with that part of Ghent. Barbara Sarafian lives close to the 
area where almost the entire movie was shot, Johan Heldenbergh spent his teenage 
years in the apartment block which is Matty’s home in the movie, and it’s also the 
apartment where screenplay writer Jean-Claude Van Rijckeghem grew up. Actually, all 
actors of “Moscow, Belgium” have their roots in Ghent and were able to play their part 
with the genuine Ghent accent. “But this isn’t a movie about life in Moscou, Ledeberg,” 
says screenwriter Van Rijckeghem, “this story could happen anywhere and the theme of 
love with all its intricacies is universal and recognizable.”  
 
ABOUT THE SHOOT  
 
“Moscow, Belgium” was shot on location, in chronological order and on a limited budget, 
shooting 100 minutes running time in only 20 days. Matty’s crowded apartment in a big 
building from the seventies is a real apartment where cast and crew of 30 people spent 
two weeks. Every room in that apartment was part of the décor. The building lies next 
to the main motorway access to Ghent, so that the continuous flow and humming of 
cars is part of the background. “In that apartment, I really felt like a mom”, says 
Barbara, “that was my family and that’s what I wanted to show! There were several 
scenes set at dinner time, so I would tell my children like a real mom ‘stop ticking your 
plate!’, ‘stop kicking against the leg of your chair’ or ‘stop singing!’. And it worked. The 
children were amazing.”  
 
Working in a real apartment building with neighbours everywhere and a lot of night 
shoots, also demanded a lot of discipline from the crew. “During the night shoots, the 
crew would take off their shoes so as not to disturb the neighbour’s night rest”, says line 
producer Dries Phlypo. Also the scenes at the bar, ‘cafe Terminal’, and the launderette 
were shot on real locations in Ledeberg, at walking distance from the apartment 
building. The Sunday market in Ledeberg, was the actual background of the market 
scene, shot on a Sunday on the very last day of the shoot. “It was a very intense day, 
with almost 100 extra’s, a brass band of 50 musicians, 5 actors who had to play a very 
dramatic scene, not to mention a technically difficult one in which Johnny had to smash 
the windshield of a very expensive Mercedes”, says Christophe van Rompaey.  
 



ABOUT THE CREW  
 
CHRISTOPHE VAN ROMPAEY (DIRECTOR)  
 
“Moscow, Belgium” is Christophe van Rompaey’s debut as a feature film director. While 
still at film school, Christophe (°1970) directed two shorts (“Zap” and “Façade”) and 
wrote two more. After his studies, he became casting director and assistant director on 
many shorts, commercials and features. In 1998, Christophe established himself as a 
first assistant director with the feature “Man van Staal” (directed by Vincent Bal), a 
credit he was to have on seven more features produced in Belgium and in the 
Netherlands. 
 
All the while, Christophe continued to work on his own stories. He wrote and directed 
three dark and mysterious shorts: “Grijs” (1995), “Ex.#N°1870-4” (1999) and “Oh my 
God?!” (2001) which were visually riveting and won awards at various festivals. 
 
Christophe went on to direct twelve episodes of the popular relationship series “Team 
Spirit” (2002). He subsequently co-wrote and directed “Hallelujah” (2004) a comedy 
series on the romantic misadventures of a guardian angel. In 2007 he directed three 
episodes of the dark crime series “Vermist” (“Missing”). Christophe is currently preparing 
his second feature “Blanco” for which he wrote the screenplay based on the novel by 
Peter Terrin. He is also developing a new project with the writers of “Moscow, Belgium”. 
 
JEAN-CLAUDE VAN RIJCKEGHEM (SCREENWRITER and PRODUCER)  
 
Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem (°1963) wrote the script of “Moscow, Belgium” with Pat 
van Beirs. Jean-Claude worked as press officer, TV reporter and journalist, before foun-
ding film production company “A Private View”. He made his debut as a screenwriter 
with “Paper Heroes” a documentary on the history of Belgian comic strips. He produced 
children’s features “The Ball” (1998) and “Science Fiction” (2002), which he wrote with 
Chris Craps, followed by the dramatic comedies “A Perfect Match” (2007), which he 
wrote with Pierre De Clercq, and “Moscow, Belgium”. He also produced the crowd-
pleasing comedy “Long Weekend” (2005). In 2006, Jean-Claude co-wrote the historical 
adventure film “Crusade in Jeans” which went on to win the ‘Golden Calf’ Award for Best 
Dutch Feature Film. Jean-Claude also writes novels with Pat van Beirs. Their award 
winning “Jonkvrouw” (2005) describes the Middle Ages through the eyes of a young 
noble woman. The novel has been published in Germany as “Die Erbin von Flandern” 
and was adapted into a stage play.  
 
PAT VAN BEIRS (SCREENWRITER)  
 
Pat van Beirs (°1954) has worked as a translator and as a teacher of English, Dutch and 
Spanish. He wrote the much praised Flemish dub versions of animated features such as 
“Chicken Run”, “Monsters, Inc.” and “La Prophétie des Grenouilles.” He teamed up with 
Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem to write three youth-oriented novels and the upcoming 
graphic series “Betty & Dodge”. “Moscow, Belgium” is their first collaboration on a 
screenplay.  



 
RUBEN IMPENS (DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY)  
 
Ruben Impens assisted camera legend Walther vanden Ende in Jeroen Krabbé’s “Left 
Luggage” and “Minoes” by Vincent Bal. He shot about 8 shorts, including Felix van 
Groeningen’s debut film “50CC”. He continued his career behind the camera of Felix van 
Groeningens feature films “Steve+Sky” and “Dagen zonder Lief”. He previously worked 
with director Christophe Van Rompaey on the comic TV series “Halleluja”.  
 
TUUR FLORIZOONE (MUSIC)  
 
Tuur Florizoone (°1978) studied jazz composition and piano at the Royal Conservatory 
of Brussels. He learned to play the accordion while living in Brazil, and actually teaches 
that instrument in the Jazz conservatory of Ghent. Tuur composes mostly for his own 
musical bands, such as the eclectic jazz-ensemble ‘Tricycle’ with which he performed at 
festivals over the world. He also performs solo, in trio formations and -as a side man-in 
many other bands. He composed for dance, circus and theatre companies, short movies 
and worked for the Belgian television program ‘Man Bijt Hond’. “Moscow, Belgium” is 
Tuur’s first Motion picture soundtrack.  
 
DRIES PHLYPO and MIEKE DE WULF (LINE PRODUCERS)  
 
Dries Phlypo (°1977) and Mieke De Wulf (°1960) share line production credit on 
“Moscow, Belgium”. They also line produced the feature films “Long Weekend” and “A 
Perfect Match”. Furthermore, Mieke De Wulf line-produced children’s features “The Ball” 
and “Science Fiction” and has produced the documentaries “Mass Moving” and “Duo 
Portret”. Dries Phlypo has produced three shorts: “Romance” by Douglas Boswell  
 



A PRIVATE VIEW  
 
A PRIVATE VIEW is an independent Ghent-based movie production company with its 
offices at less than a mile’s distance from where “Moscow, Belgium” was shot. 
Screenwriter and producer Jean-Claude Van Rijckeghem heads the company he 
cofounded in 1994. Although the company’s filmography includes documentaries and 
corporate image movies, it focuses its production and co-production activities on fiction 
feature movies. With a screenwriter and novelist as its Managing Director, it comes to 
no surprise that A Private View carefully selects its projects with a keen eye on a movie’s 
storytelling qualities. 
 
The ‘lean but mean’ team of A PRIVATE VIEW further consists of Mieke De Wulf and 
Dries Phlypo, the company’s Line Producers on all productions, and Annick Sevens, head 
of accounting. 
 
A PRIVATE VIEW FILMOGRAPHY  
 
• OKTOBERNACHT (1996) drama / short by Dany Deprez 
• THE BALL (1998) (DE BAL) fantasy / feature by Dany Deprez 
• SCIENCE FICTION (2002) fantasy / feature by Dany Deprez 
• ROMANCE (2004) drama / short by Douglas Boswell 
• ERIC IN THE LAND OF INSECTS (2004) (ERIK OF ‘T KLEIN INSECTENBOEK), fable / feature 
by Gidi van Liempd 
• TOO FAT, TOO FURIOUS (2005) (VET HARD) comedy / feature by Tim Oliehoek 
• BONKERS (2005) (KNETTER) comedy / feature by Martin Koolhoven 
• MISS MONTIGNY (2005) drama / feature by Miel van Hoogenbemt 
• LONG WEEKEND (2005) (VERLENGD WEEKEND) dramatic comedy / feature by Hans Herbots 
• DUO PORTRAIT BUYENS CHAGOLL (2006) documentary by Lydia Chagoll 
• MOMENT DE GLOIRE (2006) drama / short by Hendrik Moonen 
• MASS MOVING (2006) documentary by Françoise Levie 
• A PERFECT MATCH (2007) (MAN ZKT VROUW) romantic comedy / feature by Miel van 
Hoogenbemt 
• MOSCOW, BELGIUM (2008) (AANRIJDING IN MOSCOU) dramatic comedy / feature by 
Christophe van Rompaey 
• DUNYA AND DESIE (2008) coming of age / road movie by Dana Nechushtan 
• FORMIDABLE (2008) comedy / feature by Dominique Standaert 
 



CAST  
 
Matty Barbara Sarafian  
Johnny  Jurgen Delnaet  
Werner  Johan Heldenbergh  
Vera  Anemone Valcke  
Fien  Sofia Ferri  
Peter  Julian Borsani  
Jacques  Bob de Moor  
Nicky  Jits van Belle  
Iris  Camille Friant  
Police woman Nancy  Lisa Buytaert  
Police woman Benni  Rania Gaaloul  
Café owner  Pat van Beirs 
Supermarket employee  Thomas Dhanens  
Maxime  Frederik Imbo  
Nathalie  Griet van Damme 
Deejay  Robrecht vanden Thoren  
Old lady in postal office  Yvonne Delcour  
 
 
CREW  
 
director  Christophe van Rompaey  
screenplay  Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem  
 Pat van Beirs  
producer  Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem  
line producers  Dries Phlypo  
 Mieke De Wulf  
director of photography  Ruben Impens  
editor  Alain Dessauvage  
sound  Dirk Bombey  
light  Dries Delputte  
location managers  Jelle Claeys  
 Thomas Coppejans  
 Vincent Hermans  
art director  Steven Liegeois  
costume designer  Tine Verbeurgt  
make-up  Frank Van Wolleghem  
music  Tuur Florizoone 
 
 
 



TECHNICAL INFORMATION  
 
original title  Aanrijding in Moscou  
language  Flemish  
running time  102 minutes  
production format  s16mm  
screening format  35mm and jpeg 2000  
shot on location in  (Moscou, Ledeberg), Ghent, Belgium  
production period  20 days in August-September 2007  
Belgian release date  January 30, 2008  
Belgian theatrical distribution by  Kinepolis Film Distribution  
World sales  Bavaria Film International  
 

 
SOUNDTRACK TRACK LIST  
BY TUUR FLORIZOONE  

1. MATTY’S THEME  (1’58)  

2. WACHTMUZIEK  (2’01)  

3. UNA NOTTE SENZA AMORE È UNE NOTTE PERDUTA  (3’14)  

4. BADMASSAGE DOOR GROTE NEGER  (1’06)  

5. INTENSE  (1’02)  

6. AANRIJDING IN MOSCOU  (3’04)  

7. LECCA LECCA  (0’07)  

8. VALSE DES FRIMEURS  (1’10)  

9. FINITO  (1’18)  

10. HOME THEME (1)  (0’55)  

11. GOESTING  (1’48)  

12. HOME THEME (2)  (0’56)  

13. CAFÉ TERMINAL  (4’47)  

14. ROMANTIQUE C’EST CHIC  (1’25)  

15. AANRIJDING IN MOSCOU (Ledeberg take)   (1’20)  

16. BUTTERFLY VALLEY  (2’06)  

17. SALON DE MISÈRE  (1’30)  

18. TUUR (featuring Showband Alpason)  (1’45)  

19. VALSE DE SOLITUDE  (2’13)  

20. DOUBTS & CLOUDS  (1’55)  

21. MATTY’S THEME (trio version)  (3’29)  

22. ODE TO THE CLUMSY  (1’53)  

23. MODDER  (2’54)  

24. UNA NOTTE SENZA AMORE È UNE NOTTE PERDUTA (scene 21) (3’13)  

TOTAL TIME   47’10  
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