
Hard To 
     Believe, 
 But Vital

 Many people peer back through the darkened pages of history 
and see a rather obscure picture of Jesus. Th ey have heard of 
His 2,000-year-old claim that He was God, but they don’t 

quite believe it. Th ey fi nd it hard to accept the idea that a small-town Jewish 
carpenter could have been the creator of the world. Th ey prefer to believe other, 
less sensational, theories about Him. 

 
What Some 
Believe

Jesus is a man who achieved great things. Among the groups who 
hold to this view is Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—the 
Mormons. Th ey teach that Jesus was a preexistent spirit—but they believe that 
about everyone. Th ey say that Jesus’ distinctiveness is not that He was God but 
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that He was God’s fi rstborn spiritchild. “His humanity is to be recognized as 
real and ordinary—whatever happened to Him may happen to any of us” 
(Elder B. H. Roberts citing Sir Oliver Lodge in Joseph Smith, “Th e King Follett 
Discourse,” p. 11 note).

Jesus is a created being who was given the status of second-
in-command. According to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jesus is “a god, but not 
the Almighty God, who is Jehovah” (Let God Be True, p. 33). Instead, they say 
that Jesus is “a created individual” who “is the second greatest personage of the 
universe” (Make Sure Of All Th ings, p. 207).

Jesus is a man no better than we are. “It is plain that Jesus is not God 
Himself ” (Divine Principle, p. 255). Th ese words of Sun Myung Moon clearly 
spell out the view of his Unifi cation Church. Th is group teaches that Jesus’ val-
ue is no greater than that of any other man. Th ose who follow Moon’s theolo-
gy say that Jesus’ work was a failure. 

Jesus’ existence began at His conception. One group that teaches 
this idea is Th e Way International. In its reinterpretation of biblical instruc-
tion, Th e Way holds that “Jesus Christ’s existence began when he was con-
ceived by God’s creating the soul-life of Jesus in Mary” (Victor Wierwille, Th e 
Word’s Way, vol. 3, pp. 26–27). 

Jesus is a prophet and messenger of God. According to the tenets of 
Islam, “Jesus . . . was only a messenger of Allah” (Surah 4:171 from the Koran). 
Th is group also says He was a sinless prophet who never achieved the greatness 
of the prophet Muhammad.

Jesus is less than most people think He is. Th ose who embrace atheism 
have a low view of Jesus. Some cannot fi nd it in themselves to place Jesus on as 
high a plane as such past notables as Buddha or Socrates. Bertrand Russell, a fa-
mous apologist of the atheistic viewpoint, said, “I cannot myself feel that either 
in the matter of wisdom or in the matter of virtue Christ stands quite as high as 
some other people known to history” (Why I Am Not A Christian, p. 19).
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Jesus is a great moral teacher. Some people don’t reject all of Jesus’ 
work on earth, though they do reject His claims to deity. William Channing of 
the Unitarian Church said, “Christ was sent to earth as a great moral teacher 
rather than as a mediator.”

Jesus is a mystic medium. New Age thinkers consider Jesus to be a guide 
to self-actualization. In this regard, Jesus would be seen as a channel—one of 
many ancients who give New Age adherents a “glimpse” at the past. Th rough 
previous incarnations, they contend, He attained a level of purity that is 
achievable by all. Jesus is a projection of our needs. Some feel that the only 
reason Jesus has reached great heights of importance is that humans need 
someone like Him to fall back on. Carl Jung, a famous Swiss psychologist and 
psychiatrist, said that Jesus is “our culture hero who, regardless of His histori-
cal existence, embodies the myth of the divine man.” 
 One thing is for sure. Somebody is wrong! Th ese people can’t all be right 
about Jesus. He cannot be exactly who all these people say He is. Many who 
think they know, have it wrong. If He is only a prophet or a medium, then 
those who insist He is God are wrong. If on the other hand He is God, then 
those who insist that He is only an exceptional man are wrong. Some might 
wish to have it both ways. In science and investigative journalism, we pursue 
truth passionately. Why should it be any diff erent in this important realm? 

 
Why Is This So 
Important?

Most people are rather free with their complimentary descriptions and names 
for Jesus. He has been given such noble titles as “the second greatest person of 
the universe,” “a prophet from God,” “a great moral teacher,” “a holy man,” 
“touched by God more than anyone else.” Who wouldn’t be thrilled to have 
their leader thought of in such lofty terms? What group would be dissatisfi ed 
with this kind of respect and praise for their founder? 
 Christians, for one. Followers of Jesus are not satisfi ed with those terms.
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To them, it is not enough that He is considered one of history’s greatest fi gures. 
Christians feel that there is more to Jesus than to be thought of by millions as 
an exemplary human—even the greatest man who ever lived. Th ey think the 
names “moral teacher” and “prophet” don’t go far enough. No, Christians insist 
on one more designation for Jesus—one on which the whole of Christianity 
rests, yet one that throws a roadblock in the way of many who might otherwise 
consider following Him. 
 Jesus’ followers insist on calling Him not only Messiah and Savior but 
Lord and God as well. But why? What is so important about this designation 
for Jesus? Can’t we just learn from His wise sayings and admire His good life 
and leave it at that? Is it all that vital that we make such an issue about wheth-
er or not He is God? 
 Interestingly, Jesus’ deity is perhaps the most important question to answer 
about Christianity. Why? Because Jesus said He was God. As we will see, He 
proclaimed His deity on many occasions while living among His fellow citizens 
of Israel. Without fear of the ramifi cations and without regard to the skepticism 
of His audience, Jesus left no doubt in His listeners’ minds that He was claiming 
to be God. 
 So that leaves us with a dilemma. We can’t possibly trust the word of 
someone who said he is the Almighty God, no matter what good works he did 
or what wisdom he expounded—unless he really is God. Otherwise this person 
would merit only our pity, our concern, and our sympathy. A man who would 
call himself God without being God would certainly not merit our worship, 
our admiration, and our emulation. 
 So what’s the big deal? Th e big deal is that if Jesus isn’t God, then He can’t 
be an example, a wise teacher, a moral leader, or even an important historical 
person. Providing the evidence that He is God is the biggest issue in the world. 
And that’s what this booklet will set out to do. We can’t aff ord our own custom-
ized ideas of who Jesus is. We can’t aff ord anything less than the truth. As we’ll 
see, our eternal destiny hangs on how we answer the question, “Who is this 
Man who says He’s God?” 
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Going Further

MEMORY VERSEMEMORY VERSEMEMORY VERSE
John 10:33—

“The Jews answered [Jesus], 
saying, ‘For a good work 
we do not stone You, 
but for blasphemy, and 
because You, being a 
Man, make Yourself God.’ ”

Thinking Through
1. What argument do you have with the Oliver Lodge quote, “whatever happened to 
[Jesus] may happen to any of us”? (p. 7). Do any of the other explanations about Jesus on 
pages 6 through 8 sound reasonable to you? Explain.

2. Examine the popular statement, “Christ was sent to earth as a great moral teacher” (p. 8). 
Why is that statement not logically true if He is not God?

3. Dave Branon claims that “Jesus’ deity is perhaps the most important question to answer 
about Christianity” (p. 9). Why is that so? What does he mean when he says that Jesus’ 
deity “leaves us with a dilemma” (p. 9)?  

Warming Up
Have you ever talked with someone who does not think 
Jesus is God? What arguments do people like that use to 
support their view about Jesus?

 
Going Further

Refer
Look at John 1:1. Consider what this verse says about the deity of Jesus.

In John 5:18 we read that the people who observed Jesus thought He spoke blasphemy. 
What did He say to make them think that?

Hard To Believe, But Vital
To understand how others view Jesus and how 
essential it is that we know who He truly is.read pages 6–9

ST UDY  GU IDE1
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Digging In Read  

Prayer Time  >
Use the Our Daily Bread 

article on the next page 
as a guide for a devotional 

and meditation time 
relating to Jesus.

Digging In Read John 10:24–30

1. Why did the Jews come to Jesus to seek clarifi ca-
tion on His real identity (v. 24)?

2. What did Jesus mean when He replied, “Th e works 
that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of 
Me” (v. 25)? What works was Jesus talking about? 
How did Jesus’ works bear witness to who He is?

3. What did Jesus mean when He said, “I and My 
Father are one” (v. 30)? What claim is Jesus making 
here? (See Deuteronomy 6:4.)

24 Th en the Jews surrounded Him 
and said to Him, “How long do You 
keep us in doubt? If You are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus 
answered them, “I told you, and you 
do not believe. Th e works that I do in 
My Father’s name, they bear witness 
of Me. 26 But you do not believe, 
because you are not of My sheep, as I 
said to you. 27 My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; nei-
ther shall anyone snatch them out of 
My hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out 
of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My 
Father are one.”

Reflect 
Is there anyone in your life who does not understand the truth of the deity of Jesus? What 
have you learned so far that can help you talk to that person about Jesus?

What does it mean to you personally as a believer to have the assurance of Jesus’ equality 
with God (Philippians 2:6)?
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 Read today’s
Our Daily Bread at 
www.rbc.org/odb

Who Is This Jesus?

Jesus Christ reveals the heart of God. He is not merely 
like God; He fully possesses all of His divine attributes 
(Colossians 1:19). We fi nd it diffi  cult to conceive of an 

almighty Spirit, but we can quite easily relate to Jesus Christ, 
the fl esh-and-bones God-man. 
 A preacher once met a member of a cult who chal-
lenged his views about the deity of Christ. “You say that 
Jesus Christ is coequal with the eternal Father, but He can-
not be, for no son is ever as old as the one who has begotten 
him.” Th e minister thought for a moment and then replied, 
“You yourself have just called God the eternal Father. Have 
you ever thought that statement through? Don’t you realize 
that God can only be the eternal Father if He has an eternal 
Son? If you would rethink your position in the light of the 
Scriptures, you would see that eternal Fatherhood demands 
eternal Sonship!” 
 Th e deity of the Savior is taught throughout the Bible. 
Th e angel Gabriel proclaimed it to Mary (Luke 1:35), and 
John the Baptist announced it to Israel (John 1:34). Th e de-
mons knew it, for they exclaimed in Matthew 8:29, “What 
have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God?” Th e disci-
ple Th omas confi rmed it. He had doubted the resurrection 
until Jesus confronted him. Th en he exclaimed, “My Lord 
and my God!” (John 20:28). Who is this Jesus? He is God 
in the fl esh. Do you believe the Scripture passages that de-
clare His absolute deity? —Henry Bosch

JOHN 20:28— 

Thomas 
answered and 
said to Him, 
“My Lord and 
my God.”

Our Daily Bread: For reflection & meditation about Jesus
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