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5

F O R E WO R D 

Years ago, while turning the dial of a shortwave radio one 
night in Kenya, I came across the voice of a man speaking rap-
idly in German until he pronounced the next singer’s name: 
“Willie Nelson.” I laughed aloud at the incongruity of being 
in East Africa and listening to a German disc jockey introduce 
an American country singer. How old-fashioned that seems in 
today’s digital age. Yet, from the concert halls of great cities 
to the campfires of remote villages, “the universal language” 
of music still touches the hearts and souls of people across the 
globe.

How true this is among the followers of Jesus Christ. The 
story of God’s work on earth began with music during cre-
ation when “the morning stars sang together and all the angels 
shouted for joy” ( Job 38:7). It continued with David’s songs of 
adoration, confession, and thanksgiving, followed by Jeremi-
ah’s mournful lament over the spiritual failure of God’s peo-
ple. It will conclude when we sing His praise forever in heaven 
(Revelation 19:5). As we await that day, we are encouraged to 
“be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from 
your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:18–19).

The songs of faith that mean most to us capture our deepest 
emotions and wrap them in words and melodies we remember. 
They guard us on the heights of success and guide us through 
the valleys of despair. 

In 1757, twenty-two-year-old Robert Robinson penned these 
words:

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,  
tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
call for songs of loudest praise. 
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Teach me some melodious sonnet  
sung by f laming tongues above; 

Praise the mount—I’m f ixed upon it— 
mount of Thy redeeming love.

Hymns celebrates the power of songs and hymns in our lives. 
What a privilege it is to pour out our pleas for help and our 
praise to our God of grace, whose love never fails! 

—David McCasland
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T h a N k  G O D  F O R  M u S i C
read: 2 Chronicles 5 :7–14

The trumpeters and singers joined in unison . . . . The glory of the Lord 
f illed the temple of God. —2 CHRONICLES 5:13–14

Music plays a big part in the Bible. From Genesis to Revela-
tion, God enlists musicians to work on His behalf. He uses 
music to call people to worship and to send them to war, to 
soothe ragged emotions and to ignite spiritual passion, to cel-
ebrate victories and to mourn losses. Music is an all-occasion, 
all-inclusive art form. There are followers and leaders, sim-
ple songs and complex songs, easy instruments and difficult 
instruments, melodies and harmonies, fast rhythms and slow 
rhythms, high notes and low notes.

Music is a wonderful metaphor for the church because 
everyone participates by doing what he or she does best. We 
all sing or play different notes at different times, but we all 
perform the same song. The better we know our parts, and the 
better we follow the conductor, the more beautiful the music.

One of the best uses for music is praise. When Solomon’s 
temple was completed, the musicians praised and thanked 
God. As they did, “the glory of the Lord filled the temple of 
God” (2 Chronicles 5:14).

We thank God for beautiful music, for it’s like a preview of 
heaven, where the glory of God will dwell forever and where 
praise for Him will never cease. 

—Julie Ackerman Link

While musical styles can be controversial, we can also celebrate 
the fact that God can be glorified with the variety of music He has 
allowed to be developed. While some may prefer fanny Crosby 
over Chris tomlin (or vice versa), the beauty of unity in Christ is 
that we can overlook differences to stand together in praise of our 
heavenly father in song.
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R O C k S  a N D  D i a M O N D S 
read: psalm 18 :30 –36

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock,  
in whom I take refuge. —PSALM 18:2

The story is told of a preacher named Augustus Toplady, who was 
taking a walk through the English countryside when a sudden 
storm swept across the landscape. Toplady spotted a wide rock 
formation with an opening—a cleft—where he sought shelter 
until the storm passed. As he sat out the deluge, he contemplated 
the connection between his shelter and God’s help in life’s storms.

He had no paper on which to write, but he found a playing 
card on the floor of the cavelike structure and began to write 
the words to the beloved hymn “Rock of Ages.”

Written on that stormy day in 1775, this hymn has been a 
source of strength for Christians ever since.

Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which f lowed,
Be of sin the double cure,

Save from wrath and make me pure.

Think of your struggles. Do you need a place to hide? Do 
you need someone to shelter you from life’s assaults? Do you 
need the assurance that you’ve been forgiven? As Toplady 
experienced, we can find shelter and assurance in God.

Don’t stand out in life’s storms alone. Seek God’s shelter. Ask 
Him to protect you. Make sure you have received His forgive-
ness. Get close to the Rock of Ages. It’s life’s safest spot. 

—Dave Branon

the hymn “rock of ages” first appeared in the Gospel magazine 
in 1775 , which augustus toplady edited for two years. the maga-
zine is still in publication.
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CO M E  h O M E
read: psalm 51 :1 – 13

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit,  
to sustain me. —PSALM 51:12

As 19-year-old Amelia sat in the waiting room of her doctor’s 
office, she recognized the familiar hymn “Softly and Tenderly 
Jesus Is Calling” playing over the speaker. It made her smile 
when she remembered the words. Perhaps a song with the lyr-
ics “shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming” was not 
the most appropriate background music for folks waiting to 
see the doctor!

Some find this old hymn too sentimental for their taste. But 
the message of the chorus can be encouraging for the wayward 
sinner:

Come home, come home;
Ye who are weary, come home;

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling—
Calling, “O sinner, come home!”

When a believer replaces God’s will with his own, he will 
find himself in a backslidden condition, out of fellowship with 
God, and in an unenviable state. Although we sometimes yield 
to our self-centered nature, God is always ready to welcome us 
back. Because of His “unfailing love” and “great compassion,” 
it gives Him joy when we forsake our rebellious ways, return to 
Him, and ask for forgiveness (Psalm 51:1–2; Luke 15).

Has your heart and mind slipped away from your Savior? 
Jesus is calling and waiting for you to come back home. 

—Cindy Hess Kasper

“softly and tenderly Jesus is Calling,” which was written by Will 
l. thompson in 1880, was sung at a memorial service for martin 
luther King Jr. at ebenezer Baptist Church on april 8, 1968. 
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By  G O D ’ S  h E l p
read: 1  Samuel 7:2–12

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He 
named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”  

—1 SAMUEL 7:12

The word Ebenezer in the hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing” reminds us of a time when the people of Israel were 
trying to regain the close relationship they once had with God. 
Their spiritual leader, Samuel, told them that if they would 
abandon their foreign gods and return to the Lord wholeheart-
edly, He would deliver them from being oppressed by their 
enemy, the Philistines (1 Samuel 7:2–3).

When the people turned from their sin, God gave them vic-
tory. In response, “Samuel took a stone and set it up between 
Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus far 
the Lord has helped us’ ” (v. 12).

When we sing, 

Here I raise my Ebenezer—
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home

we are reminded that in our times of need we can always 
turn to God to find forgiveness and help. Whatever we have 
done, wherever we have wandered, He will receive and restore 
us by His grace.

A small stone on a desk or shelf can be our own Ebenezer—
a powerful, visible reminder that by God’s help we have come 
this far in life, and He will see us through to the end. 

—David McCasland
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T h E  G O O D  S TO Ry
read: luke 2 3 :4 4–2 4:3

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, 
they did not f ind the body of the Lord Jesus. —LUKE 24:2–3

People tend to remember negative images more than they do 
positive ones, according to an experiment conducted at the 
University of Chicago. While people claim that they want to 
turn away from the barrage of bad news in the media, this 
study suggests that their minds are drawn to the stories. 

Katherine Hankey (1834–1911) was more interested in the 
“good news.” She had a desire to see young women come to 
know Christ. In 1866, she became very ill. As she lay in bed, 
she thought about those with whom she had shared the story of 
Jesus’ redemption, and she wished that someone would visit and 
comfort her with “the old, old story.” That’s when she wrote a 
poem that later became the hymn “Tell Me the Old, Old Story.” 

Tell me the story slowly, that I may take it in—
That wonderful redemption, God’s remedy for sin.

Tell me the story often, for I forget so soon;
The early dew of morning has passed away at noon.

We never tire of hearing the story that because of His great 
love God sent His one and only Son to this earth ( John 3:16). 
Jesus lived a perfect life, took our sin upon himself when He 
was crucified, and three days later rose again (Luke 23:44–
24:3). When we receive Him as our Savior, we are given eter-
nal life and become His children ( John 1:12).

Tell someone the old, old story of Jesus and His love. That 
person just might need some good news. 

—Anne Cetas

according to ira sankey, Katherine Hankey’s poem was read at a 
ymCa convention in 1867. William Howard Doane heard the poem 
and later wrote the music for it. 
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