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1

CALLED FOR A CRISIS
Jeremiah �

We live in an era of moral and spiritual crisis.
We live in a world that has turned its back on God.

Take the United States, for example. In its founding charter the 
nation’s founders recognized that human beings are endowed by God 
with certain “unalienable rights.”

If that document were being written today, however, any mention 
of God would likely be crossed out. Leaders in American government, 
the courts, the media, and universities are offended or embarrassed by 
America’s God-based roots. Many want to remove “one nation under 
God” from the Pledge of Allegiance and “In God We Trust” from 
our coins. Some are even rewriting history, removing any references 
to faith in the Founding Fathers.

There are even many leaders in the church who no longer talk about 
the God of the Bible, or His Son, Jesus Christ. They no longer teach 
about heaven and hell, or that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Instead, they teach that there are many paths to the same destination 
and that it doesn’t really matter what you believe, as long as you’re 
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sincere. Some churches, embarrassed by the biblical story of Christ’s 
atonement for our sin on the cross, have removed the cross from their 
buildings and their Sunday morning services.

We live in a time of moral and spiritual crisis every bit as dire and 
dangerous as Jeremiah’s day. Like the ancient nation of Judah, it seems 
at times that our culture is rushing headlong toward its own destruction. 
And like ancient Judah, we have a choice: blessing or destruction, freedom 
or captivity, a new golden age—or a descent into darkness and death.

A witness to national tragedy

The book of Jeremiah opens with a full-length portrait of the 
prophet and the times in which he lived. The first three verses set the 
prophecy in its historical background:

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth 
in the territory of Benjamin. The word of the Lord came to him in 
the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, 
and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down 
to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king 
of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. (1:1–3)

This bare-bones description of the life and times of Jeremiah gives 
the facts without sensationalizing or embellishing it. But as we will 
see, these were troubled times in Judah, the southern kingdom. The 
northern kingdom, Israel, had already been carried into captivity by 
Assyria more than a century earlier. Judah, the southern kingdom, 
was rushing blindly along the same course the northern kingdom had 
taken toward judgment and captivity.

The book of Jeremiah is a collection of the prophet’s messages, in-
terspersed with historical narratives that portray the moral decline of 
the nation. The narrative begins in the days of Josiah, Judah’s last good 
king, and it continues through the days of Zedekiah, Judah’s last king. 
It is a time of moral decay and spiritual defection. The story portrays a 
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nation in crisis, and it concludes with the death of that nation, which 
is the natural, predictable consequence of turning away from God.

Jeremiah is the son of a priest, a “preachers kid.” He grew up in 
the town of Anathoth, where only priests lived. His father’s name 
was Hilkiah. Although that was a common name in those days, some 
Bible scholars think that Jeremiah’s father may have been the high 
priest Hilkiah, who served in the temple in the days of King Josiah.

The high priest Hilkiah is notable for having rediscovered the law 
of Moses, which had been lost for years. We find the story in 2 Kings 
22 and 2 Chronicles 34. Hilkiah was rummaging around in the rooms 
of the temple one day, looking over some old records and money 
boxes that had been stored there. Underneath some dusty ledgers he 
found a scroll. He dusted it off and began to read. To his amazement, 
he realized it was a copy of the law of Moses.

The spiritual life of the nation had declined so far that the Law, 
which had once been the central pillar of the Jewish nation, was now 
hidden away, lost, and forgotten. Hilkiah was stunned by what he 
read. He ordered a scribe to take the scroll to King Josiah. When the 
scribe read the scroll to King Josiah, the king rose to his feet and tore 
his robes in anguish.

King Josiah understood what the loss of the Law meant to the life of 
the nation, and he feared that the wrath of God would be poured out 
on Judah for failing to keep the Law. He made a covenant before the 
Lord to keep His commandments, and he set in motion the last national 
reform this nation would experience before the Babylonian exile.

We don’t know whether this same Hilkiah, the high priest, was 
indeed Jeremiah’s father. But we do know that Jeremiah began his 
ministry when Josiah was working to bring spiritual reform and 
revival to the kingdom of Judah. Josiah moved swiftly and brought 
his full authority to bear on the reform effort. He restored the wor-
ship of Jehovah and tore down the idols and pagan altars. We see in 
2 Kings 23:10 that idol worship had so corrupted the Jewish nation 
that parents sacrificed their own precious children on the fiery altars 
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of Molek (or Molech). Such acts are beyond our comprehension. 
Is it any wonder that a loving God would punish idolatry among 
His people?

When Josiah instituted his reforms, the law of Moses once again 
became the law of the land of Judah. It seemed for a while that the 
people had turned their hearts back to God. Tragically, however, the 
revival in Judah was temporary.

Soon after the king began his reforms, the king of Egypt, Pharaoh 
Necho, led his army up the Euphrates River to the east of Israel, and 
King Josiah met him in battle at Megiddo in northern Israel’s Jezreel 
Valley. Necho killed King Josiah in battle, and when Josiah died, the 
spiritual life of the nation collapsed. The people of Judah anointed 
Jehoahaz, Josiah’s son, as king. The new king, who was twenty-three 
years old, disregarded Josiah’s reforms and did evil in God’s sight.

After Jehoahaz had reigned for just three months, Pharaoh Necho 
came to Jerusalem and took Jehoahaz into custody. Apparently, the 
nation of Judah was in such a fallen state that the Egyptian king could 
simply stride into the king’s fortress, arrest him, and march him away 
in chains. Jehoahaz spent the rest of his life in exile in Egypt. Necho 
installed Jehoahaz’s brother Jehoiakim as a puppet king, and the Scrip-
tures tell us that he also did evil in God’s sight.

Jeremiah was a witness to many history-making events. He saw the 
mighty northern nation of Assyria crushed by the great empire to the 
east, Babylon. Then he saw Egypt, the great superpower to the south, 
humbled by Babylon at the Battle of Carchemish in 605 bc—one of 
the most pivotal, history-making battles of all time. During his lifetime, 
Jeremiah saw the Babylonian Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar 
rise to a position of world domination.

Finally, Jeremiah watched in horror as his own beloved land, the 
kingdom of Judah, was invaded by the armies of Babylon. The Baby-
lonians surrounded Jerusalem and laid siege to the city for about two 
years. It was a time of terror, starvation, and unimaginable misery for 
the people trapped within the besieged city.
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When Nebuchadnezzar carried off the Jewish people into Babylo-
nian captivity, Jeremiah was left in a desolate land. The city lay in ruins, 
the temple was completely destroyed, and the entire countryside was 
ravaged by war. Later, Jeremiah was taken against his will to Egypt and 
there, tradition tells us, he was stoned to death by Jews who were an-
gered by his preaching against their idolatry and disobedience to God. 
He died unmourned, and his body was consigned to an unmarked grave.

Here was a man who never outwardly experienced success in his 
prophetic calling. He lived to see his dire warnings of judgment and 
destruction fulfilled, but he never got to see the promises of future 
healing and restoration come to fruition. Yet, as he endured failure 
after failure and suffered persecution after persecution, he remained 
faithful to his calling. His heroism and perseverance are a source of 
encouragement to my heart.

A promise of preparation

Next, Jeremiah writes of the calling he received from God, and how 
God prepared and commissioned him into the prophetic ministry 
when he was a young man. God does the calling, the preparing, and 
the empowering. It is all of God. All Jeremiah had to do was obey.

Notice, first, God’s preparation of Jeremiah:

The word of the Lord came to me, saying,
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
 before you were born I set you apart;
 I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” (1:4–5)

Perhaps you are familiar with the ministry of Cru (formerly Campus 
Crusade for Christ), founded by Bill and Vonette Bright at UCLA 
in 1951. The organization uses a simple gospel presentation called 
The Four Spiritual Laws, and the first of those four laws is this: “God 
loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.” That is similar to 
what the Lord is saying to Jeremiah in these verses.
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God knew Jeremiah and set him apart even before he was conceived. 
Before Jeremiah existed, God appointed him to be His prophet to the 
nations. God had a wonderful plan for Jeremiah’s life. He was preparing 
Jeremiah for a prophetic ministry not merely to one nation, Judah, but 
to the nations, plural. I believe that means that Jeremiah’s prophecy 
speaks not just to Jeremiah’s time, but to all times, and all nations.

In His commissioning message to Jeremiah, God told Jeremiah 
that He was preparing him for the ministry, and He was getting the 
world ready for him. God was working through Jeremiah’s father and 
mother, his grandfathers and grandmothers, his great-grandfathers 
and great-grandmothers. He was arranging circumstances, influencing 
hearts and minds, generation by generation, with His eternal plan for 
history in mind.

This is a profound revelation of God’s will as it operates in our lives. 
It’s amazing to realize that God chooses us before we are born and that 
He has appointed us to become engaged in the spiritual and moral 
crises of our times. Jeremiah would need this powerful affirmation 
from God to carry him through the times of opposition and disap-
pointment that lay ahead.

When human beings face a crisis, they turn to a leader or a govern-
ment program or a powerful corporation for a solution. But when 
God confronts a crisis, he sometimes starts with a baby. Why a baby? 
A baby seems so helpless and (frankly) useless. What can a baby do? 
A baby cannot feed himself, change himself, or even crawl.

But a baby has unimaginable potential. God, who is outside of time 
and sees the past, present, and future at once, can see a crisis in society 
before it takes form. Knowing the crisis that is coming, He can choose 
a baby, even before it is conceived, and can prepare that baby to be 
His chosen solution to that crisis. Although there is nothing impres-
sive about a baby, that helpless little baby is God’s chosen method of 
changing the world.

• God made sure that a Hebrew baby born in Egypt was kept safe in 
a basket at the edge of the River Nile so that, at the right moment 
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in history, Moses the Deliverer would stand before Pharaoh and 
demand, “Let my people go.”

• God made sure that even though Abraham and Sarah were old 
and long past childbearing years, a baby named Isaac would be 
born to them at just the right moment in history, fulfilling the 
promise God had made to Abraham.

• And God made sure that a long-prophesied baby would be born 
in a stable in Bethlehem at just the right moment to become the 
Savior of the world.

Hidden in the heart of a baby are the most amazing possibilities. 
That is God’s assurance to Jeremiah. Generations before Jeremiah 
was born, God was weaving together the circumstances to bring forth 
this baby at just the right moment in history so that Jeremiah might 
deliver His prophecy to a nation in crisis.

History tells us that the mother of Sir Walter Scott (author of 
Ivanhoe) was a sensitive woman who loved poetry and art, so it’s not 
surprising that her son became a novelist and poet. The mother of 
British poet Lord Byron (1788–1824) was hot-tempered, proud, and 
violent; and Byron himself took on those same qualities. The mother 
of French leader Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821) was ambitious for 
herself and her children, so it’s not surprising that Napoleon became 
a military leader of unbridled ambition. The mother of eighteenth-
century British evangelists John and Charles Wesley was a godly and 
devout woman who prepared her sons to impact the world for Christ.

For good or ill, our earliest childhood experiences help shape the 
kind of adults we become. God knows us and begins shaping our 
character and our lives before we are born. This is true not just for 
prophets like Jeremiah. God prepares every child this way. He prepared 
me, and he prepared you.

People often say of some notable individual, “When God made 
him, when God made her, He broke the mold.” In other words, that 
individual is special, unique, and there’ll never be another person like 
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him or her. What we fail to understand is that this is true of every person 
ever born. When God made me, He broke the mold. And when God 
made you, He broke the mold. God doesn’t make people on an assembly 
line with cookie cutters. Every human being is unique, a one-of-a-kind 
individual. Of all the billions of people who have lived on this earth, 
or who ever will, no two are ever alike. God has individually, uniquely 
prepared each of us to play our part in His eternal plan.

That is why this passage ( Jeremiah 1:4–5) is used, and rightly so, 
as part of a biblical rationale for Christian opposition to abortion. 
Human disobedience may result in an unwanted pregnancy, but the 
resulting child is not a mistake and is not unwanted by God. That 
child is loved, and God has a plan for that child’s life. Human beings 
should never abort God’s plan for that precious little life. God says 
to that unborn child, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you were born I set you apart.” The abortionist who takes that 
life is playing God.

I once heard the story of a young pastor named David who was dying 
of cancer. His father and uncle, both of whom are pastors, came to visit 
him shortly before his death. David spoke with them for a while, then 
he said to the uncle, “Would you mind if I talked to my dad alone?”

The uncle left the room, and David and his father talked alone for a 
while. Sometime later, the father came out of David’s room, and he was 
in an emotional state. He said to the uncle, “Let’s go get some coffee.”

Later, over coffee, the father said, “I want to tell you what David 
did while we were alone. He called me over to his bed and said, ‘Dad, 
would you put your arms around me?’ So I embraced him, and he 
said, ‘Dad, I want you to know that the greatest gift God ever gave 
me, outside of salvation itself, was the gift of a father and mother who 
love God and taught me to love Him too.’ ”

That’s what God is saying, in effect, to Jeremiah: “What a gift you 
have! I have prepared you for this moment through the generations 
that passed before you were born. I was preparing the way so that you 
might speak for me during this time of crisis for Judah and all nations.”
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God’s provision

In addition to God’s preparation, we see God’s provision for us to 
be His people, carrying out His eternal plan:

“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am 
too young.”

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must 
go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 
the Lord. (1:6–8)

When God called Jeremiah, the young man’s initial response was 
to shrink from the call. Many heroes of the Bible have had the same 
response—Moses, Gideon, Isaiah, and others. When God first called 
them to a challenge, they said, in effect, “I’m not adequate for this 
task. I’m not eloquent enough or wise enough or strong enough or 
mature enough. Lord, you should choose someone else.” If you ever 
feel inadequate when God calls you, remember that you’re in good 
company. God’s servants often start with a sense of inadequacy.

Jeremiah was probably about thirty years old when God called 
him. That’s when young prophets usually began their ministry in 
Israel and Judah. Jesus was thirty years old when He began His 
ministry.

Jeremiah was acutely aware of his inadequacy and inexperience, 
and I believe this awareness on his part indicates the sensitivity of this 
young man. Throughout this prophecy, you find Jeremiah being sensi-
tive to the events going on around him. He is called to stand before 
kings, to thunder denunciations and judgments, to feel the lash of 
their recriminations, to endure their anger and defy their power, and 
to suffer with his people as he sees them rushing headlong to their 
own destruction. Jeremiah’s other book, Lamentations, contains the 
cries of his heart as he witnesses the sufferings the people have inflicted 
on themselves through disobedience.
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When Jeremiah protested that he was inadequate, God answered 
just as He had answered Moses and every other Bible hero who suf-
fered from self-doubt and inferiority feelings. God said, “You must 
go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you” (1:7–8).

Do you worry that you lack eloquence and a strong speaking voice? 
Do you worry that you are too young and inexperienced for the chal-
lenge? Do you worry that you lack the courage and wisdom needed 
for the challenge? Stop worrying. God will be your voice. God will be 
your encourager. God will supply His wisdom. Whatever you need, 
He will give it to you.

Are you afraid you might appear foolish, that you might embarrass 
yourself ? Well, that’s possible. There have been many times, especially 
in my early days in ministry, when I prayed for God’s wisdom, courage, 
and power, and I proceeded to do and say things that embarrassed 
me. Yet God worked through my weakness and foolishness, and He 
touched hearts with my awkward, tongue-tied speech.

When God calls you to a challenge, He doesn’t call you to glorify 
yourself. He calls you to give glory to Him. He often receives the 
greatest glory through the weakest and most foolish of His servants. 
Don’t worry about making a fool of yourself. Be available and obedi-
ent for His purpose, and that will be enough.

The Lord’s message to Jeremiah in these verses is essentially the 
new covenant that Jesus has made with us in the New Testament. It’s 
the promise He made before ascending into heaven: “And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). The old 
covenant—the law of Moses—is an external demand that God made 
upon His people: If you will do this, then I will do that. If you keep 
My commandments, then I will bless you. The people could not keep 
the old covenant, because it is impossible for fallen human beings to 
meet all the demands of the Law.

But the new covenant is different. It is a covenant that God places 
within us. It is God’s own presence with us. It is God’s promise to 
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be with us always, to the very end of the age. It is the promise God 
made to Jeremiah: “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and 
will rescue you” (1:8). The same promise of God that encouraged 
Jeremiah has also been delivered to us. As a result, when God calls 
us to a challenge, we should never say, “Lord, choose someone else. 
I’m inadequate to this challenge.” Instead, we should say, “Yes, Lord. 
I know I can’t do this in my strength, but trusting in your promise to 
always be with me, I will obey you.”

God’s promise of power

Next, we come to the third division of Jeremiah’s calling from 
God—an amazing section I call the promise of power from God:

Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and 
said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint 
you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy 
and overthrow, to build and to plant.” (1:9–10)

This is a significant scene. It is reminiscent of the scene in Isaiah 6, 
where God commissions the prophet Isaiah to be His spokesman. Isaiah 
experiences a vision of God in all His glory and majesty, surrounded by 
angels of heaven. And Isaiah responds, “Woe to me! I am ruined! For 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” (v. 5).

Then an angel flies to him with a hot coal in his hand and touches 
the burning coal to Isaiah’s mouth, saying, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for” (v. 7).

Similarly, the Lord himself reaches out and touches Jeremiah’s 
mouth and says, “I have put my words in your mouth” ( Jeremiah 
1:9). The Lord’s own words are the key to Jeremiah’s power. He now 
has on his lips the burning, mighty power of the word of God.

By giving Jeremiah this power, God gave the prophet authority over 
nations and kingdoms. Please understand; this is not mere poetry. The 
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message of the book of Jeremiah is addressed to all the great nations of 
Jeremiah’s day—to Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and many others, as well 
as the kingdom of Judah. And while the message was not addressed 
to us today, the principles and teachings can be applied to America, 
Great Britain, France, Russia, China, and all other nations, great and 
small, around the globe.

Imagine all the nations of the world, with their power and pomp, 
their rattling sabers, thinking themselves so powerful and behaving so 
arrogantly. But God has chosen an obscure young man, about thirty 
years of age, from a village no one has ever heard of, to confront the 
nations. God tells him, “Today I appoint you over nations and king-
doms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build 
and to plant” (1:10).

This is also our heritage as believers in Jesus Christ. The apostle 
James wrote that the prayer of a righteous person releases great power. 
When you and I pray about the affairs of life, we can affect the fate of 
nations. It doesn’t matter that we are obscure and that no one knows 
who we are. As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, “But God chose 
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong” (1 Corinthians 1:27).

God strategically placed Jeremiah amid the death and destruction 
that was coming upon Judah. He gave Jeremiah authority, through 
His message of judgment, “to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 
overthrow” ( Jeremiah 1:10). In a sinful nation, there are many things 
that must be torn down. It may well be that the destruction and par-
titioning of Germany after World War II was an uprooting, a tearing 
down, due to the awful national sin of the Holocaust. And it may well 
be that the American Civil War was an uprooting, a tearing down, 
due to the shameful national sin of human slavery. There are other 
examples we could point to.

Judgment, destruction, and being overthrown are always the work 
of God, whether it is a nation that must be torn down or an individual 
human heart. When there is disobedience, when there is defection 
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from God, when there is heart of rebellion against God’s moral law, 
there are things that need to be uprooted.

I once had a conversation with a young man who said, “I don’t 
understand what’s wrong with my marriage. I’m trying to do every-
thing right, but our relationship gets worse and worse. I can’t put my 
finger on what’s wrong.”

I replied, “There’s something wrong, and I believe God will show 
it to you. There are things you’re doing in your marriage that you’re 
not aware of, things you need to see. At this moment, you’re blind 
to them. You think you’re doing everything right, and you don’t see 
what you’re doing wrong. It baffles you, and it means there are things 
in your life that God needs to tear down. Maybe it’s pride. Maybe it’s 
a habit of discourtesy. Maybe it’s a superior attitude your wife picks 
up on. Ask God to reveal it to you. It will hurt, because when God 
begins to point out and uproot your flaws, there’s always pain involved. 
But one day you’ll look back on the uprooting process, and you’ll be 
grateful to God for this painful blessing in your life.”

God never destroys simply to be destructive. He never tears down 
merely to be mean or cruel. He destroys only to build up again. He 
uproots only to plant again. He allows hurt only to heal again. This 
was God’s word to Jeremiah.

The entire nation versus Jeremiah

Jeremiah closes chapter 1 with a depiction of his prophetic minis-
try in the land of Judah. This passage falls into three major divisions, 
beginning with verse 11. In the first division, the Lord gives Jeremiah 
a symbolic vision of what He will accomplish through Jeremiah’s 
ministry:

The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?”
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied.
The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching 

to see that my word is fulfilled.” (1:11–12)
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In the original Hebrew, there is a play on words here. The Jews 
called the almond tree “the watcher” (shaqad) because it was the first 
tree to blossom in the spring. They saw it as watching for the return 
of the sun and the warming of the earth, and therefore it was the first 
to herald the coming of springtime.

God said to Jeremiah, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching 
(shaqad) to see that my word is fulfilled” (v. 12). This is a picture of 
health and healing. Throughout this prophecy there are comforting 
passages that deal with God’s plan to heal the land.

Later we will look in detail at an incident in which God sent 
Jeremiah to buy a piece of property while the city was being con-
quered by the Babylonians. Amid the death and terror of a city 
under siege, Jeremiah was to buy this property, get the title deed, 
and have it sealed and witnessed. Why? It was because God was 
testifying, through Jeremiah’s actions, that He intended to restore 
the land. The property that Jeremiah purchased would still have 
value at some time in the future. This is God’s message of hope in a 
time of death and despair. God always shows us a glimmer of hope 
in our darkest trials.

The next symbol God gives to Jeremiah is a vision of a boiling pot:

The word of the Lord came to me again: “What do you see?”
“I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us from 

the north.”
The Lord said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out 

on all who live in the land. I am about to summon all the peoples of 
the northern kingdoms,” declares the Lord.

“Their kings will come and set up their thrones
 in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem;
they will come against all her surrounding walls
 and against all the towns of Judah.” ( Jeremiah 1:13–15)

The prophet saw a pot boiling, with steam rising and streaming in 
the north wind toward the south. God was giving Jeremiah a symbolic 
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glimpse of the future. He was saying that He would bring the con-
federation of nations down from the north against Jerusalem, and 
these nations would be like a flood of boiling water, bringing disaster, 
horror, and destruction upon the city. This is a picture of hot, boiling 
judgment against sin and godlessness.

At that time, Egypt was the greatest power on earth, but God didn’t 
choose Egypt to judge Judah. Instead, He seized upon Babylon as His 
instrument of judgment.

As the crow flies, Babylon is east, not north, of Jerusalem. But the 
Babylonians would not have invaded Judah by crossing the arid upper 
Arabian Desert. Instead, they went northwest along the Euphrates 
River, then south through Syria. From Jerusalem, the enemy would 
appear to descend from due north.

Next, God announces to Jeremiah the reason for His judgment 
against the kingdom of Judah:

“I will pronounce my judgments on my people
 because of their wickedness in forsaking me,
in burning incense to other gods
 and in worshiping what their hands have made.” (1:16)

The nation that forsakes God ultimately dies. In the kingdom of 
Judah, the impending death of the nation is evidenced by two idola-
trous religious practices:

First, the people burned incense to other gods. Any nation that 
worships anyone other than the one true God has a lot to answer for.

Second, the people worshiped the work of their own hands. In 
other words, they exalted humanity and pointed to human beings as 
the solution to their own problems. This is never a good approach, 
and we can see today what happens to a society that leaves God out 
and exalts mankind to the highest position. Wherever human beings 
gather to exalt themselves, death is just around the corner.

In the closing verses of chapter 1, God issues a command and makes 
a promise to Jeremiah:
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“Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command 
you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. 
Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze 
wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its 
officials, its priests and the people of the land. They will fight against 
you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 
declares the Lord. (1:17–19)

When I was sixteen years old, I was arrested and charged with 
hunting out of season. I knew I was innocent, and I was eventually 
able to prove my innocence. But I remember the dread I felt when I 
opened an envelope from the state and found a warrant for my arrest. 
At the top of the document were these words: “The People of the 
State of Montana versus Ray C. Stedman.” I thought, That’s not fair! 
Everybody in the state of Montana is against me.

Jeremiah faced a situation in which all the people of the kingdom 
of Judah were against him. He was hated and persecuted by the kings 
of Judah, the government officials, the priests, and all the people of the 
land. They fought him and smeared his reputation and even sought 
his life. But God told Jeremiah, “Do not be terrified by them . . . for I 
am with you and will rescue you” (1:17, 19). God promised to make 
him as strong as a fortified city, as immovable as an iron pillar, as 
unbreakable as a wall of bronze.

As we will later see, Jeremiah will endure persecution far beyond 
anything you and I are likely to face. Not only will he be ostracized, 
rejected, insulted, and slandered but he will also be thrown into a 
cistern, mired in mud and filth, and left to die a slow, agonizing death. 
But God had commissioned him to speak. No matter what his enemies 
did to him, Jeremiah always said exactly what God told him to say. He 
was a man of unquenchable faith and unstoppable courage.

Over his life, Jeremiah learned four key truths: First, he learned that 
God is sovereign over the affairs of nations. He has absolute author-
ity to raise one nation up and cast another down. Second, Jeremiah 
learned that God keeps His promises to judge sin and that those who 
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serve other gods will not escape His judgment. Third, Jeremiah learned 
that God keeps His promises to bless those who love Him and obey 
Him. Fourth, Jeremiah learned that God is tenderhearted toward 
those who suffer, and God hurts with those who are hurting.

We will see Jeremiah go through times of discouragement in his 
ministry. There is a point where he loses all hope and cries out, “Alas, 
my mother, that you gave me birth, a man with whom the whole land 
strives and contends!” (see Jeremiah 15:10). Jeremiah was not only 
lamenting his own hurt over the rejection he suffered but he also hurt 
for his persecutors. He wept over them, knowing the sufferings they 
were inflicting on themselves by rejecting God.

Ultimately, Jeremiah realized that his sufferings echoed the pain 
that pierced the heart of God himself. The people had rejected Jer-
emiah—but even more, the people had rejected God. Jeremiah hurt 
for his Jewish brothers, but how much more did God himself agonize 
over His wayward chosen people!

God is just and righteous, and He must punish sin. But God is 
also tenderhearted and merciful, and He does not want to see His 
children suffer, even when they bring judgment on themselves through 
sin and idolatry.

As we continue to explore the book of Jeremiah, we will discover 
the depths of the justice, righteousness, mercy, and love of God. Also, 
we will discover the deep wisdom of His plan for our lives—and for 
all the nations and peoples of our world.


