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Note from the Author

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,  rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

—2 TimoThy 3:16–17 NiV 

While there are many books that describe the story of God and plenty more that 
encourage Christians to live out their faith, very few connect God’s story with our 
own . Gospel Here and Now was written so that God’s people might see how the work 
of Jesus Christ fixes every broken thing—from creation itself to our relationship with 
God to the kingdom of darkness that attacks us on all sides . But since this grand story 
of God’s is still being written (we’re nearing the final act), each of us has an important 
part yet to play . 

The six themes in the following sermon outlines illuminate several of the key 
victories secured by Jesus through His life, death, and resurrection . In the book, these 
themes are traced across the pages of Scripture so readers can see for themselves the 
beauty of Christ’s work and understand their place in God’s story this side of Calvary 
and the empty garden tomb . In these sermon outlines, special attention is given to 
personal application so those who wrestle with the ideas presented will know just how 
much God loves them and the difference the gospel should make in their lives today .

These sermon outlines were created as a help for pastors and Bible teachers . They 
correspond with the six weeks of readings contained in Gospel Here and Now . How-
ever, since the book attempts to cover a wide variety of topics related to its six main 
themes, these sermon starters do not hit upon everything written in the text .

Since each congregation is different, the sermons preached during a community 
reading of Gospel Here and Now must be tailored to meet each church’s unique needs . 
Please consider these notes a guide, but a flexible guide, intended to spur your own 
thinking . For many, these outlines will merely be the starting point for sermon prepa-
ration, with one or more points ballooning into a full sermon . For others, the provided 
Scripture texts will inform the messages more than the outlines themselves . However 
you decide to use the pages that follow, it has been my intention to shine a broad 
spotlight on the work of Jesus Christ and the glory due His name, and I trust you will 
do the same .

To get started, though, it may be worthwhile to revisit the story of Scripture, per-
haps by sharing the retelling included on pages 271–277 of Gospel Here and Now .

May God bless you in your service to His kingdom .  
—John Greco
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WEEK  

1

Creation
God Is Up to Something New

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

—2 CoriNThiaNs 5:17

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: Christ came to restore the good world God made . The moment 
you put your trust in Him, you became a vital part of the new creation .

INTRODUCTION: In the very first sentence of the very first chapter of the very first book of 
the Bible, God introduces himself to us as Creator . Before He ever calls himself Deliverer, 
 Savior, or Father—even before He reveals himself as the great I Am—He announces that He 
is our Creator . In fact, everything else we know to be true about our Lord is built on this 
foundation .

He deserves your worship because He gave you the very breath in your lungs . He can 
 demand your obedience because He made you . And you can be confident of His great love 
for you because He chose to create you . 

Think about that for a moment: God has an unfathomable, inexhaustible imagination, and 
He is infinitely powerful . He could have made anyone or anything He wanted . Yet He chose 
to make you . With limitless possibilities before Him, He decided He wanted you . 

 I . Creation Reflects God’s Goodness
A . There is order to the universe: Without natural laws, patterns, or seasons, we would 

be left to the whims of chaos and chance—forever without peace or progress . 
(Genesis 1:14–19; 8:22; Psalm 104:19; Ecclesiastes 3:1–8; Amos 5:8)

B . There is beauty all around us: And it’s an extravagant gift given to everyone, for 
every corner of creation reflects God’s intricate design work and craftsmanship . 
(Psalm 19:1; 96:11–12; Luke 12:27)

C . The existence of creation is itself proof of God’s love: Contrary to popular myths 
and false religions, God didn’t need anything . He didn’t need us to have someone 
to love . He exists eternally in the perfect, loving harmony of the Trinity—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit . God was not lonely . He created everything, including you, as 
an overflow of His love . (Genesis 1:31; Psalm 104:24–25; Romans 1:20) 

 II . Something Is Horribly Wrong
A . Creation is broken: It doesn’t take anyone long to realize that this world, while 

good, is often a place of pain and suffering . Sin has twisted everything God made . 
(Genesis 3:17–18; Romans 8:19–23)
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B . Deep inside every one of us is a longing for home: We feel it when we get nos-
talgic for “the good old days” or when we think about an idyllic childhood we 
experienced (or one we wish we had) . That longing is really a longing for Eden . 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11; Philippians 3:20; Hebrews 13:14)
 i . “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the 

most probable explanation is that we were made for another world .” (C . S . 
Lewis, Mere Christianity)

 III . Jesus Came to Restore Creation
A . He is the cure for sin’s curse: Creation is broken because of sin, so Christ came to 

deal with the problem, power, and consequences of sin . On the cross, He paid its 
terrible price . (John 11:25–26; 1 Peter 2:24)

B . Jesus birthed a new and glorious creation: When He was raised on the third day, 
He became the firstborn of a new creation that will, one day, cover the universe, 
making all things new . (Isaiah 43:19; Matthew 19:28; Colossians 1:18; Revelation 
21:5) 

C . Every believer in Christ is a part of this new creation: We who know Him belong 
to the world that is to come . Though we wait for our bodies to be made glorious 
and incorruptible, we have already been made new, and this world, as it exists now 
in sin’s long retreat, is no longer our home . (1 Corinthians 15:35–58; 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Philippians 3:20)

APPLICATION: The Bible tells us that we are to be ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:20) . An ambassador is someone who lives in a land that is not her own, but she lives there 
so she can promote the values and priorities of her homeland . 

We are citizens of the new creation, but our lives here and now are meant to be lived as 
ambassadors of that good and glorious world to come . We are to speak truth, for we belong to 
a kingdom where there are no lies . We are to make things more beautiful wherever we go, be-
cause where we’re from, everything is beautiful . And we are to do good to everyone we meet, 
because our home is with the One who is, above all, good .

It is dangerous for an ambassador to become disconnected from her home . When this 
happens, she will begin to absorb the culture and customs of her neighbors, forgetting the 
very reason she was placed in their midst to begin with . Too often, Christians lose sight of 
their mission as ambassadors for Christ and do this very thing . Therefore, we must be diligent, 
reminding ourselves and each other of the truth that, because of what Jesus did on our behalf, 
we have been made new and are now citizens of God’s kingdom .  

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 3 through 8 . 
Also, read Days 1 and 2 for a better understanding of the incredible story in which we find 
ourselves . 
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WEEK  

2

Relation
God Draws Near

“By this all people will know that you are my  disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

—JohN 13:35

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: Jesus’s death forever ripped in two the barrier that existed be-
tween God and humanity, and now we are free to tear down the walls that separate us from 
one another .

INTRODUCTION: Perhaps you remember the tragedy that unfolded in October of 2006 . It 
occurred in an unlikely place: a one-room schoolhouse in the heart of Amish country, Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania . Charles Carl Roberts IV walked into the small school, held up a hand-
gun, and opened fire, killing five young girls and wounding another five before turning the gun 
on himself . That morning, as reporters from around the nation covered the horrific scene, one 
question was repeated over and over again: How could someone do such a thing?

A few hours later, we were all asking the same question, but not only about the killer . We 
were asking it about the members of the Amish community who visited the Roberts’s home 
to offer the wife of the man who had murdered their children their condolences for her loss . 
We were asking it about the Amish who attended the funeral for Roberts—seventy-five in all, 
some of whom had buried their own children only a day earlier . We were asking it about the 
Amish who set up a fund to help Roberts’s widow and her three children .

I ask you today, How could someone do such things? There’s only one Person in the world 
who can muster up this kind of forgiveness: Jesus Christ . Yet this incredible power of forgive-
ness, of reconciliation—that which is really true humanity—is available to all who know Him, 
who have themselves been forgiven by and reconciled to God .

 I . The Bible Is the Story of God Drawing Near
A . In the garden: Punishment came with a promise . Immediately after our first par-

ents, Adam and Eve, sinned, God came near to cover their shame and promise a 
way back home . (Genesis 3:8–24)
 i . Many believe that the “first gospel”—the first bit of good news about Jesus 

Christ—was declared in Genesis 3:15 when God told Eve that her offspring 
(Jesus) would crush the head of the serpent (the devil) .

B . In the tabernacle and then the temple: God’s desire is to be with us . While other 
cultures of the ancient Near East had temples, Israel’s was the only one that lacked 
an idol . Instead, the very presence of the living God dwelled in the midst of the 
people, first in the tabernacle and later in the temple in Jerusalem . (Exodus 40:34–
38; 1 Kings 8:10–13; 2 Chronicles 5:2–14)
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C . In the person of Jesus Christ: At the perfect moment in history, the Son of God 
was born of a virgin and lived among us—not as a wealthy aristocrat or an earthly 
ruler but as a servant and, ultimately, as a sacrifice . He did this so we might live 
with Him forever . (John 14:1–3; Galatians 4:4–7; Philippians 2:5–11)
 i . The story of Jesus’s encounter with Zacchaeus offers a picture of His atti-

tude toward you and me . Although Zacchaeus was a known sinner, Jesus 
drew near to him and showed him kindness, inviting himself over for lunch, 
even though doing so was scandalous . Zacchaeus repented and changed his 
ways—but only as a result of Jesus’s friendship, not as a condition for it . 
(Luke 19:1–10)

 II . Knowing God Is the Point
A . Friendship with God is everything: It’s better than success, wealth, fame—or even 

the glories of heaven . Nothing we could do or experience will ever match friend-
ship with God . 
 i . Moses understood this: When God promised Israel safe passage into the 

Promised Land without Him (lest He consume the people for their sin on 
the way), Moses said he’d rather stay put than go on without the Lord . (Ex-
odus 33)

B . Eternal life is about much more than heaven when we die: Jesus himself defined 
eternal life in this way: “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3) . Eternal life begins the moment 
you come to know Jesus, because it’s all about relationship . 

 III . Because We Have Been Forgiven, We Can Forgive
A . We who have been loved much can offer much love: Knowing Jesus sets us free 

from the cycle of retribution . (Philippians 2:3–4; 1 John 4:10–11)
 i . Possible illustration from the teachings of Jesus: The parable of the unmer-

ciful servant . (Matthew 18:21–35)
 ii . Possible illustration from the life of Jesus: The example of the sinful but 

forgiven woman . (Luke 7:36–50)

APPLICATION: The Bible is the story of God drawing near . From the garden of Eden, where 
He walked with Adam and Eve, to the tabernacle (and, later, the temple), where His presence 
dwelled in the midst of His people, to the Savior born in Bethlehem and placed in a manger, 
God has demonstrated time and time again His desire to live among His people . In the book 
of Revelation, the apostle John saw the end of the story—heaven and earth coming together, 
God and His people living together in eternity . 

But the good news is that because of what Jesus Christ accomplished through His death 
and resurrection, we do not have to wait for the end of history to know God and share life 
with Him . If you have trusted Jesus, His Spirit resides within you as His temple, and He 
promises never to leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5) . We are His and He is ours . Be-
cause the gospel is true, nothing can separate us from His love .

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 9 through 14 .
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WEEK  

3 

Salvation
God rescues His People

For by a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are being sanctified. 

—hebrews 10:14

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: No matter how good we might think we are, none of us is good 
enough to merit the salvation that Jesus freely offers .

INTRODUCTION: This morning, I want to introduce you to a man named Frane Selak, a 
retired music teacher from Croatia . But don’t let that humble description fool you . Mr . Selak 
has lived quite the adventure . 

When he was a young man, he boarded a train in Sarajevo bound for Dubrovnik . The train 
jumped the tracks and plunged into an icy river . Seventeen people aboard that train drowned, 
but not Frane . He survived with only minor injuries . 

A year later, figuring trains were not for him, Frane took his first plane ride . But in mid-
air, the door to the fuselage opened and sucked Frane out of the cabin—without a parachute . 
With the door missing, the pilot lost control of the plane, and it crashed . Sadly, everyone on 
board perished . But not Frane . He was found a few miles away, unconscious (but fine) on a 
large mound of hay .

Three years later, it was a bus . It too crashed into an icy river . And again, several people 
drowned—but not Frane . 

Are you getting the picture? 
On two separate occasions, Frane’s car caught on fire . In both instances, he walked away 

without a scratch . 
Another time, Frane steered his car through a guardrail on a mountain road to avoid a 

head-on collision with a truck . He was thrown from the car and caught a tree branch . And 
from that tree, he watched as his car plummeted three hundred feet into a ravine below . 

All told, Frane Selak narrowly escaped death seven times . Some hear this story and think, 
Wow! He’s incredibly lucky. Others think, Wow! He’s incredibly unlucky to have been in so many 
accidents! But the truth is, Frane Selak’s life is a picture of humanity . Each of us is just a heartbeat 
away from meeting God face to face . And because of our sin, each heartbeat is a gift from God .

 I . Apart from Christ, We Are Lost in Our Sin
A . Because sin is all around us, we often fail to see how serious it is:

 i . Possible illustration: Imagine visiting a hog farm and getting a whiff of a hog 
pen for the first time in your life . The smell is overwhelming—enough to 
make you tear up, even throw up if your constitution is weak . But the hogs, 
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who live in it day in and day out, don’t seem to mind one bit . That’s how 
we can be with our sin . We’re so used to it we no longer realize how much 
it stinks . 

B . When the Bible describes sinners as “lost,” it means more than a lack of direction: 
To be lost is to be beyond hope, destroyed, forever ruined . And that would be our 
state apart from Christ . Salvation is God rescuing people who are beyond rescue . 
It’s that sort of miracle . (Ephesians 2:8–12)

 II . Jesus Came to Seek and Save the Lost
A . God sent His Son to earth for the very people thought to be furthest from God: 

Jesus reached out to tax collectors, prostitutes, and other notorious sinners, and He 
stood ready to forgive the very people the religious leaders stood ready to con-
demn . (Matthew 18:11; Luke 19:10; John 8:2–11)

B . God sent His Son to earth for those who consider themselves righteous: It’s some-
times those who seem to have it all together who are the furthest from God . (Luke 
18:9–14; Ephesians 2:8–9; 1 John 4:19–21) 
 i . Possible illustration from the teachings of Jesus: The older brother versus 

the younger brother in the parable of the prodigal son . Only the prodigal 
(the younger brother) recognized his need for repentance . (Luke 15:11–32)

 ii . Possible illustration from the life of Jesus: Simon the Pharisee versus the 
sinful woman who washed Jesus’s feet with her tears, anointed them with 
fragrant oil, and wiped them with her hair . Only the sinful woman recog-
nized her need for Jesus . (Luke 7:36–49)

 III . In Christ, We Are More Than Saved
A . When we come to Christ, we do more than escape hell: God lavishes on His chil-

dren blessings too numerous to count, but here are a few .
 i . Eternal life: We will live with God forever . (John 3:36; 6:50–51; Romans 

6:23) 
 ii . Adoption into God’s family: God is our Father; Jesus is our brother . (Gala-

tians 3:26–29; Ephesians 1:4–5; Hebrews 11:2; Romans 8:29)
 iii . The Holy Spirit living inside of us: God the Spirit is as close as close can be, 

to teach us, guide us, comfort us, and empower us . (John 16:5–15; Acts 1:8; 
2:38; 1 Corinthians 6:19)

APPLICATION: A few years ago, Frane Selak beat the odds once again, but this time it wasn’t 
a near-death experience . Mr . Selak won the lottery . Obviously, no amount of money can com-
pare with the blessings of God . But Frane Selak’s story is something of an allegory for the life 
of a sinner saved by Christ . You and I escape hell day in and day out only because of God’s 
goodness . And in Christ, we receive more than rescue from judgment . Instead, we were saved 
“so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7) . 

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 15 through 20 .
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WEEK  

4

Nation
God Brings His Kingdom

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is com-
ing, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

—JohN 12:15

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: The kingdom of heaven is invading our world; Jesus is its king, 
and we are its citizens . 

INTRODUCTION: There is a mosque outside of Ephesus, Turkey, called the Isa Bey Mosque . 
It stands next to the ruins of St . John’s Cathedral and the remains of the Temple of Artemis, 
or Diana, the very temple mentioned in Acts 19 . Three religions, three worldviews . Each mak-
ing claims about the nature of the world—and God himself—all in the same place . 

But buildings crumble . 
It happened to the Temple of Artemis, considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient 

world . Today, half a pillar still stands . 
It happened to St . John’s—a beautiful church built to commemorate the traditional burial 

site of the apostle John . Today, there is no roof and few walls . 
And it will happen to the mosque too . 
The Bible tells us that one day, “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory 

of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14) . But in the meantime, we live in a 
world at war . 

 I . We Live in a World at War
A . In the garden, Adam and Eve gave up more than their innocence: When our first 

parents trusted the serpent, they yielded their authority over this world to Sa-
tan . That is why Jesus could rightly say the devil is the “ruler of this world” (John 
12:31; 14:30; 16:11) . (Genesis 1:28; 3:1–7; Luke 4:6–7)

B . There are evil forces at work all around us: Though it’s common for people in 
the West today to believe false gods and evil spirits are nothing but superstition 
and their work the stuff of overactive imaginations, the Bible does not deny the 
existence of other “gods”—these evil spirits (demons) have real power and use 
whatever means they can to thwart the advances of God’s kingdom . (Exodus 20:3; 
Psalm 86:8; 1 Corinthians 10:20; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 16:14)
 i . Possible illustration from the Old Testament: Consider how Pharaoh’s ma-

gicians were able to turn their staffs to serpents, just as Moses did with his . 
(Exodus 7:8–12)
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 II . Jesus Came Preaching the Kingdom
A . The kingdom of God is our future hope: Central to Jesus’s teaching was the com-

ing kingdom of God . In the future, God’s reign will spread across the world and 
everyone will know that Jesus is Lord . (Matthew 25:1–13; Luke 11:2; 19:11–27)

B . The kingdom of God is our present reality: Though most of the Jews of Jesus’s 
day expected the kingdom to be a political and military force that would topple 
the Romans, Jesus preached a kingdom that would change hearts and minds as 
people came to recognize Him as the rightful King and the Son of God . And while 
the kingdom will not come in its fullness until Jesus returns, it is here, in part, al-
ready . (Matthew 12:28; Mark 1:14–15; Luke 17:20–21)

 III . We Are to Bless This World by Bringing a Bit of the Kingdom to Every Sphere of Life
A . The kingdom of God exists wherever people worship Jesus as Lord: God’s king-

dom has been steadily advancing since Jesus’s earthly ministry, though it has no 
geographic boundaries . Instead, the kingdom exists wherever people live under 
Jesus’s reign . (John 3:3–5; Colossians 1:13–14)

B . We spread the kingdom by preaching the gospel and living as kingdom citizens: 
We are to share the gospel in word or deed . As men and women are saved, they 
enter God’s kingdom . And as we begin to operate with kingdom values in view, we 
make this world a bit more like heaven . (Galatians 6:10)

APPLICATION: There is a war being waged all around us in the spiritual realm . But we too 
easily make the mistake of thinking that it’s not . Too many people want to live as if what they 
can see with their eyes is all that exists . But those of us who know Jesus Christ—who are sol-
diers in His army—“do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12) . And we do this by sharing the gospel with 
everyone who doesn’t know Jesus . We tell them the good news, and we show them the differ-
ence Jesus makes in our lives through our actions . 

The outcome of the war has already been decided . Jesus has conquered the kingdom of 
darkness through His death on the cross and His victory over the grave . But battles continue 
while we wait for Him to return . More people need rescuing . But we can fight with confi-
dence, knowing that the outcome we’re fighting for is assured . 

Do you remember that mosque I mentioned earlier? Its name, Isa Bey, given to honor an 
Ottoman military leader, betrays more truth than those who worship there likely realize—for 
Isa Bey is Turkish for “Jesus is Lord .” And one day, everyone will know . 

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 21 through 26 .
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WEEK  

5 

Formation
God Makes Us More like Jesus

“Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into 
the stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person.” 

—maTThew 15:17–18

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: God loves you just the way you are, but He doesn’t plan on leav-
ing you that way . 

INTRODUCTION: Some years ago, Michael Rorrer was tasked with cleaning out his great 
aunt Ruby’s basement . She had passed away, and it was left to Michael to prepare the house 
for sale . While rummaging through boxes of Christmas decorations and long-forgotten camp-
ing equipment, Michael came upon a most spectacular box . It contained one of the greatest 
collections of rare comic books ever assembled . Among the most amazing finds were Action 
Comics No . 1 (the first appearance of Superman), Batman No . 1, and Captain America No . 2 
(in which the good Captain confronts Adolf Hitler) . 

These comics had belonged to Michael’s great uncle Billy—and, at auction, fetched a 
whopping $3 .5 million . But here’s the thing: until the moment Michael realized what he had, 
that box was just “some of Uncle Billy’s old comics .” It was only when they were properly 
identified and labeled as the treasures they were that they were treated with the utmost care 
and concern . Labels matter . And Satan will do anything and everything to get us to see our-
selves as junk, rather than the image-bearers of God we truly are .

 I . We Were Created to Be Like God
A . When God first created human beings, He created them in His image: In short, we 

were made to be just like God . (Genesis 1:26; 5:1)
 i . Holiness, therefore, is the natural state of human beings . It’s who we were 

created to be . 
 ii . When Adam and Eve allowed sin to invade our world, the image that we 

bear became marred and broken, but it’s still there . (Romans 3:23)
B . Before the fall, our first parents were holy because He is holy: Connected to God, 

His goodness flows through us; we can’t help but be holy . 
 i . Possible illustration from the teachings of Jesus: Jesus said that He is the 

vine, and we are the branches . Apart from the vine, the branches cannot 
bear fruit . We must stay connected to Jesus if we are to bear holiness in our 
lives . (John 15:1–11)
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 II . Jesus Came to Model Holiness and Make Us Holy
A . Jesus was the first human being to model true humanity to the world: Because 

Jesus lived His entire life connected to God, trusting His Father for everything, He 
was without sin . 
 i . We can always look to Christ’s example; it will never lead us astray . (Ephe-

sians 5:1–3; 1 Peter 2:20–22; 1 John 2:6)
 ii . However, watching Christ’s example is not enough . The disciples followed 

Jesus for three years, and they all scattered when trouble came (Matthew 
26:31) . 

B . Jesus’s work makes us holy—truly holy—inside and out: God knew that model-
ing holiness for people mired in sin wasn’t enough . Therefore, He sent His Son to 
make a way for us to actually become holy .
 i . Jesus’s death on the cross paid the penalty for our sins . We are, therefore, 

justified (declared holy) . Christ’s perfect obedience has been credited to 
our accounts . (Romans 5:1; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

 ii . When Jesus rose again and then ascended to the Father, He sent the Holy 
Spirit to live inside His followers . The Spirit enables us to trust God and 
obey Him . We now have the power to be holy . (John 16:8; Galatians 5:16; 
22–23)

 III . There Is Freedom in Holiness
A . Holiness is not really about following a set of rules: While there are lots of com-

mandments in the Bible, we will never be able to follow them all on our own . The 
Law was given to:
 i . Show us our need for Christ . Because we are unable to keep God’s com-

mands, the proper thing to do is look to Him for mercy . That mercy came 
in the person of Jesus Christ . (Romans 7:7–25)

 ii . Reveal God’s goodness . When we recognize that the Law reflects God’s 
own character, we understand what God is like—and that will help us to 
trust Him . (Leviticus 20:26)

B . Holiness is about deeper faith: In Romans, Paul wrote, “Whatever does not pro-
ceed from faith is sin” (14:23) .
 i . Think about the last time you sinned—or any sin for that matter . What 

does every sin you can think of have in common? All sin—in your life and 
in mine—comes in a moment when we take our eyes off Jesus . It is impossi-
ble to sin if we are trusting God . (Proverbs 3:5–6; Isaiah 26:3; 1 Corinthians 
10:31)

 ii . Therefore, holiness is really a life spent in intimate relationship with God . 
He loves you, knows you better than anyone else, and wants to spend time 
with you . Now, isn’t that much more freeing that trying to hunker down 
and follow a long set of rules? (Psalm 73:27–28; 139:1–24; Romans 8:14)
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APPLICATION: Remember Uncle Billy’s comic book collection?  It had tremendous value 
because of the exorbitant price someone was willing to pay for it . Now think of the price 
God paid for you . He loves you that much, and He wants to spend time with you . In those 
moments and hours of togetherness, more of God is the goal; holiness is the wonderful 
 byproduct .

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 27 through 32 .
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6

Restoration
God offers Peace and rest

So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has 
entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 

—hebrews 4:9–10

GOSPEL HERE AND NOW: God has made a way to bring us home to discover the rest and 
the adventure our souls long for . 

INTRODUCTION: There is a true story that took place some four hundred years ago . It in-
volves the search for a happy ending, the search for home . It’s about a young American Indian 
who was taken from his home when he was just a boy . He was captured by Europeans and 
taken from North America to Spain, where he was sold as a slave . 

For a moment, try to imagine what must have been going through this young man’s mind . 
He was thousands of miles from everything he had known in a land that looked vastly dif-
ferent from his own . He was unable to speak the language, and he was without any rights or 
freedoms . He was all alone—or so he thought . But God was looking out for him .

This young man was purchased by a group of Roman Catholic monks, who gave him his 
freedom, shared the gospel with him, and helped him take the first step on his journey back 
home . They got him to London, England . Sometime later, he was able to secure passage on a 
ship bound for the New World . 

It seemed he was about to have the reunion of a lifetime . But when this young Pawtuxet 
brave returned to the land where he grew up, he discovered that his entire tribe had died . He 
was the last of his kind . He could never go home again, at least not in this life . 

This is a sad story, of course, but its ending is not the one Christians will experience . The 
gospel promises a happy ending, a return home for everyone who knows Jesus Christ . There 
are hints and sneak peeks at this glorious adventure from Genesis to Revelation . But it’s Jesus 
who secured our passage home with His death and resurrection—and Jesus who will bring 
our eternal home with Him when He returns .

 I . The Happy Ending We Were Made For: Rest
A . God gave us rest: On the seventh day, God rested . But why? He didn’t need a nap, 

of course . 
 i . God rested to set a pattern for us to follow . Rest is supposed to be a part of 

the rhythm of life . Thankfully, we were not created to run at top speed all 
the time . (Genesis 2:3; Exodus 20:8–11)

 ii . And it’s a gift given to everyone . We all need time to recharge and refresh—
no one is above this, and no one is beneath it . (Exodus 34:21; Psalm 172:2)
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B . Rest here and now whets our appetite for God’s rest: The rhythm of rest in our 
lives is intended to heighten our longing for the true rest that God alone can give . 
While rest here is often short-lived and leaves us wanting more, the refreshment of 
God is truly satisfying . (Matthew 11:28–30; Hebrews 4:1–11)

 II . The Happy Ending We Were Made For: Restoration
A . God fixes things as good as new (or better): Jesus promised the renewal of all 

things . That means He’ll do more than merely make a new world; it means He’ll 
make this world new again . Everything good, true, and beautiful about life now 
will be glorified and renewed . (Matthew 19:28–30; Revelation 21:5)

B . God’s restoration means this world matters: Because there is continuity between 
this age and the age to come, what we do here matters for eternity . The kindnesses 
you show now, the work you do for the Lord, the opportunities you take to share 
the gospel—it all pays dividends in the coming kingdom . (Matthew 6:19–20)

 III . The Happy Ending We Were Made For: Home
A . Jesus is preparing a place for us: From the beginning, God’s desire has to been to 

dwell with His people . (Review from Week 2) 
 i . He walked with Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden; He dwelled with 

 Israel in the tabernacle and the temple; God the Son came and lived with 
us; and the Holy Spirit resides in all believers . (Genesis 3:8; Exodus 40:34–
38; 1 Kings 8:10–13; John 14:1–3; 1 Corinthians 3:16) 

 ii . Jesus promised that He would prepare a place for us in His Father’s house . 
In Jesus’s day, an engaged man would build a room onto his father’s house 
as a place for him and his future bride to live . When the agreed-upon dowry 
had been paid and the house was ready, he would return for his bride . Jesus 
paid the price for His people on the cross, and right now He’s making a 
dwelling place ready for us! (John 14:1–3)

B . We’re getting back together again: A long time ago in the garden, God said it 
wasn’t good for man to be alone—and it’s still not . We were made for relationships 
with one another—marriages, families, friendships, community . And when Jesus 
makes all things new, we will come together as one united people, all citizens of 
God’s kingdom . (Acts 2:4–7; Revelation 7:9–10)

APPLICATION: There is more to the story of the young Pawtuxet Indian . After returning to 
his homeland to discover that his tribe was no more, he found a quiet spot a few miles away 
to be alone with his sadness . Months went by and then, one day, a friend from a nearby tribe 
arrived to tell him that a group of strangers was now living on his ancestral land . 

We know those strangers today as the Pilgrims, and the young Pawtuxet brave as Squanto, 
the American Indian who showed them how to gather food and farm the rocky Massachu-
setts soil . Imagine the Pilgrims’ surprise when, after a hard-fought journey and an almost 
unbearable winter in which many of their number died, an American Indian walked out of 
the nearby woods, already a believer in Jesus Christ and speaking perfect English . (In fact, 
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Squanto had been in London more recently than the Pilgrims!) It was the miracle they had 
been asking God for—though it was certainly not the answer to prayer they were expecting . 

While this story certainly illustrates God’s providence, it also serves as a reminder of our 
story’s happy ending . God is not only gathering us home to Him; He’s also gathering us home 
to each other . In Christ, a young Pawtuxet brave could look at the English settlers with their 
white faces and a boat very similar to the one that took him away from his family as a boy, 
and instead of feeling hatred, have love in his heart . In Christ, you and I can call each other 
brother and sister . Differences of socioeconomic background, race, age, nationality, or lan-
guage—none of it matters in Christ because Jesus unites us . All around the world, you can see 
places where differences should divide people, but in Christ, people come together . It’s a taste 
of our future home, a bit of the gospel lived here and now . 

CONGREGATIONAL READING FOR THE WEEK: Gospel Here and Now, Days 33 through 38 . 
Also, read Days 39 and 40 for more on applying the gospel to your life here and now . 
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