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Seasons of  Motherhood

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righ-
teous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so 
that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.”  —Luke 2:25–35
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A     s a pastor, I’ve ministered to many women during their 
seasons of motherhood. I have called on mothers in the 

hospital and rejoiced with them for their precious baby who 
had come into the world. I’ve counseled with anxious mothers 
and tried to assure them that God was watching over their 
rebellious teenager. I’ve stood with mothers at the bedside of an 
injured or ill child and felt their pain. And I’ve cried with them 
in their grief when their son or daughter died.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, also experienced these times of 
joy and sorrow. What joy when the Christ-child was born! 
(Luke 2:7). What excitement when the shepherds and later the 
wise men came to worship Him! (vv. 8–20; Matthew 2:1–12). 
What uneasiness when Simeon prophesied that a sword would 
pierce her soul! (Luke 2:35). And what heart-wrenching grief as 
Mary watched her Son dying on the cross! (John 19:25–30). 
But her seasons of motherhood didn’t end with that terrible 
scene. She rejoiced that He rose from the grave. And because 
she trusted Him as her Savior, she is now in heaven with Him. 

A mother experiences great joys and intense sorrows. But if 
she submits her life to God, every season of her motherhood 
serves His eternal purposes.   —Herb Vander Lugt
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