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SESSION  

1

Gospel

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching video.

Part 1: Man on the Street
It is a simple concept, really—the idea of the gospel of Jesus Christ . And to those who 
embrace it as the basis of their beliefs, there is nothing more important in life .

However, as simple as it is, a great number of people do not know what the gospel is .
In this first session of Awakening, we will hear from a random selection of people what 

the word gospel means to them . Sheridan Voysey, the host of the Awakening series, goes 
out on the street to ask the people he encounters what they know about the gospel.

So, at the outset of our study, before hearing the responses Sheridan gleans, try an-
swering the question in your own mind . If he were to ask you, “What is the gospel?” how 
would you respond?

Part 2: Teaching with Sheridan Voysey 
In Sheridan Voysey’s teaching segment, he will begin with the account of a John Stein-
beck book called The Moon Is Down, which provided a “good news” story for the down-
trodden people in Europe during World War II . Sheridan will transition to another 
story that is truly good news—good news for all people of the world . Use the following 
prompts to take notes as you watch Sheridan’s lesson . 
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VIDEO NOTES 

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 1 with Sheridan Voysey: Gospel

Notes from man-on-the-street interviews:

The hopefulness of John Steinbeck’s book The Moon Is Down in World War II Europe was 
good news in the face of Hitler .

The gospel is defined as ____________   ____________ .

Three elements of the gospel:

1 . _______________ of God

2 . Forgiveness of ______________

3 . ______________________________

Colossians 1:13–14 

Gospel: The good news that __________   __________ has been raised from the __________ and 
is now ______________  lives and renewing the world .
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VIDEO SESSION DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Man on the Street

1 . Before watching the video (as suggested earlier), what would your answer have been to 
Sheridan’s question, “What is the gospel?”

2 . One way to evaluate the responses of Sheridan’s people on the street would be to cate-
gorize the answers:
a . Heard of it but not sure what it means

b . Never heard of it

c . Tried to explain it but was incorrect

d . Had a correct view of the term

e . Seeking but not yet finding an answer

Where would you put yourself in that selection of answers?

3 . In the introduction, we said, “There is nothing more important in life” than the gospel . 
If that is indeed true, what is your response to the fact that this small cross-section of 
people gave such a wide variety of answers? Keep in mind that only one of the dozen 
people interviewed was able to give the biblical answer with some clarity . 

Teaching with Sheridan Voysey 

1 . Why did Steinbeck write the book The Moon Is Down?

2 . In what way did the book encourage the people of occupied Europe during  
World War II? 
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3 . According to Sheridan, there are three main elements to the gospel .

a . ______________________ of God

Why was this important to first-century Jews?

Carrying this good news down to today, consider this: in Mark 1:14–15 Jesus 
 declared that the kingdom of God was near . Then why is the world still a mess  
two thousand years down the road of history? (See 2 Peter 3:8–9, 15 for some  
help with this .)

Read Colossians 1:13–14 . What does it tell us about the two kingdoms?

b . Forgiveness of _______________________

What is the choice all people are given regarding the forgiveness Jesus offers?

In the New Testament there is a story of a hated tax collector who wanted to see 
Jesus . Read Luke 19:1–10 together . 

Jesus noticed Zacchaeus, who had climbed a tree for a better vantage point as Jesus 
strolled through town, and He asked to have supper with Zacchaeus . Clearly, at that 
event Zacchaeus was changed through Jesus’s forgiveness . But notice this: What was 
Zacchaeus’s response to being forgiven? Wow! Think about all the things he was 
willing to do to demonstrate his newfound faith . His reimbursement of people he 
had wronged did not earn his salvation . Salvation comes through faith alone . But 
how do you see Zacchaeus’s repentance and gratitude demonstrated by his actions 
upon receiving the gift of forgiveness? 

c . ________________________________

The resurrection sets up a contrast between two kingdoms: The kingdom of  
___________________ and the kingdom of _____________________ . 

(See Colossians 1:12–13 .)
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4 .  What is your reaction to the historical truth that Jesus died on the cross and rose from 
the dead? Is your reaction purely mental (simply important knowledge, like a fact of 
history) or does it reach into your heart (something you want and know you need to 
act on with total commitment)? 

5 .  Sheridan said the gospel is not just good news but it is also big news! What possibility 
does the gospel offer our world today?

Preparing for Session 2: Kingdom

WEEKLY STUDY QUESTIONS

Day 1

Biblical Background: The Basics of the Gospel 

The Bible may seem to be an immense book, and it may seem confusing because of its 
many stories, its complicated teachings, and its sometimes-unfamiliar terms . However, 
the Bible is, in reality, about one thing: redemption . It is about good news for all of man-
kind—it is about the gospel of Jesus Christ .

From the early pages of the Book in Genesis 3:15 all the way to the end of the Book, 
more than a thousand pages later in Revelation, it tells one story: God has an eternal plan 
to redeem every human from sin—offering both a transformed life on earth and an eter-
nal home in heaven with God for all who trust the centerpiece of that plan: a Savior .

At the center of that story is a unique Man whose name is Jesus . Whether by name 
or by influence, Jesus is the key figure throughout Scripture . He is present at creation 
in Genesis, He is represented by what are called “types” or symbolic pictures of Christ 
throughout the Old Testament, and He arrives physically on earth in the New Testament 
as Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior .

Along the way in the Old Testament, Scripture refers to Him prophetically—predic-
tively . In Genesis 3:15, the promise of His redemptive work is proclaimed . In Psalm 22:1, 
we can hear His forthcoming cry from the cross, which will spill forth across a darkened 
hill in Jerusalem a thousand years later . In Isaiah 53, we get a picture of who He will be 
at His incarnation—His physical presence in the New Testament narratives . In Micah 5:2, 
we are told where He will be born .
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The book of Malachi, which is found at the end of the Old Testament, points out that a 
special messenger will arrive to announce the amazing good news of the Messiah’s incar-
nation (3:1) . And then there is silence .

But the people must have wondered, “Where is He?” With His coming arrival foretold 
in ages past by writers such as Moses and David and Micah and Isaiah (and others), what 
is taking so long? When will He finally arrive with His good news?

Between the last biblical record in the book of Malachi to the beginning of the next 
book written—Matthew—four hundred years passed . During that silence the people sat 
in darkness, awaiting the light of this Messiah—this Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) for people 
who saw no peace in their land . Young women throughout the land hoped and prayed 
that they might be the one who would give birth to the Savior .

And then it happened . 
In a sleepy village called Bethlehem—announced by angels to poor, nondescript shep-

herds in their fields—a tiny baby whimpered His way onto the scene—supernaturally 
conceived through God’s special miracle and born into poverty .

This was Jesus—the foretold one, the hoped-for one—who willingly left the glorious 
environs of heaven to dwell among mere mortals .

We read the accounts of the gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—as each 
tells Jesus’s story in his own unique way—and we marvel as He marches without misstep 
and without sin toward the horrible day when He is crucified on our behalf . 

And then comes the ultimate triumph of history! Jesus arose from true death—declar-
ing with that act His power over that hated foe—for both himself and for all who would 
believe in Him down through the centuries . 

That’s the gospel . That’s the good news! 
Let’s awaken to the singularly important reality that God has offered liberation from 

the kingdom of darkness and wants to welcome us into His kingdom of light! 

1 .  Pick one of the prophecies mentioned above and study it in depth . What part of the 
good news story does this prophecy relate to? How does it affect the way you see this 
unfolding story?

a . Genesis 3:15

b . Psalm 22:1

c . Isaiah 53

d . Micah 5:2

e . Isaiah 9:6
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2 . Read Malachi 3:1 and examine how it aligns with the story of John the Baptist and 
Jesus in the New Testament (for more info on that part of the story, read Matthew 3) .

3 . Read Matthew 28:1–10 and try to imagine what it would have been like to go to 
Jesus’s tomb expecting to be in sorrow and weep—only to be surprised that He was 
alive! What stands out to you from these verses?

4 . Jesus has been raised from the dead, and He is alive today . Have you ever experienced 
a time of sorrow, yet you felt Christ’s presence in the middle of your suffering? Is so, in 
what way?

DAYS 2–5: PREVIEWING WEEK TWO

Day 2

Confusion about the Kingdom

Read Acts 1:6–11 .

1 . What do the disciples seem to be asking Jesus regarding kingdoms? 

2 . What question do the disciples ask that indicates they expected Jesus to establish a 
political, earthly rule at this time in Israel? Did Jesus answer the question directly? 

A direct answer would have been something like this: “No, that is not what I was called 
to do . I came to establish a spiritual kingdom only .” But Jesus did not address the possi-
bility of an earthly reign . Instead, He addressed the timing of such an event . They had 
asked, “are you at this time” going to restore Israel’s kingdom . What do you think that 
means regarding kingdoms? 

3 . Jesus answered, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority” (v . 7) . How does this seem to indicate that there will be a day when 
Jesus will restore the earthly kingdom?
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4 . Throughout Jesus’s ministry, there were people who assumed He was going to displace 
the Romans and establish a new kingdom right then and there . However, that was not 
the case . Eventually, however, He will reign on earth—both physically and spiritually—
in the coming new earth (Revelation 21) . 

Notice this as well: Verses 7 and 8 give us Jesus’s final statement to the disciples be-
fore He ascended to heaven (verse 11) . How would that affect the importance of His 
words?

5 . A specific request from Jesus for the disciples (and us) is found in verse 8 when He 
gives them what has become known as the Great Commission . You can read more 
about this in Matthew 28:19–20 . What does Jesus mean when He says, “You will be 
my witnesses”? To whom does a follower of Jesus witness? Why does Jesus mention 
a local term (Jerusalem), a regional term (Judea and Samaria), and a worldwide term 
(the ends of the earth)?

Making It Work for You

1 . Has God used you to be His witness? In what ways?

2 . Jesus mentioned that the Holy Spirit would come to equip all believers (Acts 1:8) . 
How has the Holy Spirit equipped you to witness? Empowered you to witness?

3 . In your lifetime, who has witnessed to you?

Day 3

Kingdom of God

The book of Luke contains the most mentions of the kingdom of God of any book in the 
Bible . Look at some of the thirty-two mentions of it in that book to get a better picture 
of what it means . It might help to get the context of the references by reading the entire 
chapter in which the verses reside .
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8:1

8:10

9:2

9:27

10:9

13:18–21

16:16

17:20–21

18:17

18:29–30

Making It Work for You

As you reflect on the above verses, have you personally seen or experienced the kingdom 
of God? If so, in what way?

Day 4

Why Is the Gospel Necessary?

As simple as the gospel is in its basic essence, getting to it historically was rather com-
plicated . As mentioned earlier, its promise was given in Genesis 3:15; and we don’t even 
know how long ago that was given—just that it was thousands of years ago .

That began the long march toward Calvary, the place where Jesus was crucified .
Along the way the Jewish people killed thousands of animals and birds in sacrifice for 

their sins . They fought numerous battles to retain the Promised Land, for it was vital 
that it be preserved for Jesus’s life, ministry, and crucifixion . The Jewish people endured 
mostly bad kings along the way, and the people were eventually conquered—both as the 
kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Judah . Captivity ensued for both peoples before 
God took them back into the land under the leadership of Ezra and Zerubbabel . 

Why was all of this necessary?
Why couldn’t God have simply forgiven Adam and Eve for their transgression back in 

the garden of Eden and called it good?
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Let’s look at some verses that will help us understand why the gospel story as it un-
folded was necessary .

a . Our sin demanded a penalty .
 Romans 1:18, Romans 2:5, Romans 3:23

b . The law cannot save us; it can only condemn us .
 Acts 13:38–39

c . God wanted to show His love for us .
 Romans 5:8, 1 John 4:10

d . God’s Word and the prophets made His plan clear .
 Acts 10:43 (Example: Isaiah 53:5)

e . Jesus was the only one who could pay the price .
 Mark 10:45

f . A response is needed .  
 Romans 10:9

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31) .

The key to the idea of salvation is putting your trust in Jesus Christ by accepting His 
sacrifice for you on the cross—believing that His death, burial, and resurrection are 
enough to cover your sins and redeem you from the penalty of your sins .

Making It Work for You

As you review the points above regarding salvation, are you sure you have put your faith 
in Jesus Christ? If you have never done that, please consider doing so today .  

Salvation is a matter of putting your faith in Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection— 
believing that He can forgive your sins and make you right with God . Here is a prayer 
you can pray to express to God your desire to trust Jesus:

Dear heavenly Father, I believe that Jesus died for my sins . I confess that I am a sinner 
who needs to be forgiven, and I ask Jesus to become my Savior today . Please forgive my 
sins, and take me into your kingdom of light . Thank you for saving me and restoring my 
relationship with you . Amen .

Day 5

A New Creation

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 .

What does this verse mean to the individual who puts his or her trust in Jesus Christ? 



SESSION 1— GOSpEl 13

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14–17 as a review of what Jesus did to provide our salvation . In 
verse 15, the writer Paul talks about a new way to live . What is that new way?

How should becoming a new creation (v . 17) affect the way Christians—both new be-
lievers in Jesus and long-time followers—are seen by other people who have not trusted 
Him? 

Making It Work for You

Are you a new creation as described here? If not, is a change needed? Imagine the change 
it could make in your life if you lived for Jesus instead of for yourself .

Think of someone you know who lives surrendered to Christ instead of striving for 
selfish pursuits .

What character qualities does that person have that you admire? 

What can you learn from this person?

What are some steps you can take to walk closer with Christ?
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SESSION  

2

Kingdom

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching the video.

Part 1: George’s Story
This life is not meant to be lived solo . 

In the kingdom of God, the Lord places us in fellowship with other believers—some 
stronger, some weaker . And in that fellowship, we learn and grow together as we find out 
how to live for our King—our Savior .

As this second session of Awakening begins, we get to listen in to two young men who 
set off on an adventure of using music as a way to serve God in His kingdom . Along the 
way, one of the young men, George, needed the assistance and support of the other, Mi-
chael, to rescue him from his own poor choices . George needed—and got—a brother in 
Christ who refused to judge his friend but instead reminded him of Jesus’s forgiveness .

As George says, “Michael taught me about what the kingdom is all about .” Years later, 
they are still best friends who can talk for hours about the difference Jesus makes in their 
lives . That is kingdom living .

Part 2: Teaching with Artie Lindsay
Artie Lindsay begins this session of Awakening with a question: What is the core of Jesus’s 
teaching? He will answer that question and then move into the four major movements in 
history—movements that will take us from the first verse of the Bible through our lives 
today . With Artie’s teaching, you will get an overview of God’s great plan for the ages 
as spelled out in the Bible . Use the following prompts to take notes as you watch Artie’s 

lesson .
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VIDEO NOTES

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 2 with Artie Lindsay: Kingdom

Notes from George’s story:

The core of Jesus’s teaching . 

What gives us a malnourished view of God’s kingdom?

With Michael’s help, George’s understanding is that all of life is ______________ and all of 
life should be centered on the _______________ of God .

Mark 1:15: Jesus’s opening statement .

Matthew 28:18: Jesus’s closing statement .

The Four Movements in God’s Big Story

The First Movement 

1 . Creation: Where God’s Earth Is Full of _________________ .

Genesis 1:28 

Genesis 2:16–17 
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Three Key Elements of a Kingdom

The __________________ . 

Those who are ________________ .

The ________________ of that rulership . 

The kingdom of God is the place where God righteously rules and the people desire to 
______________ to His rule .

“Shalom: the webbing together of God, humans and all creation in justice, fulfillment and 
delight .” —Dr . Cornelius Plantinga

The Second Movement

2 . Fall: God’s Rule Is _______________ . 

Genesis 2:17

Sin Impoverished Our Three God-Established Relationships: 

Our relationship with ______________ .

Our relationship with the rest of ______________ . 

Our relationship with ______________ .

Sin and death will always be the result of the decision to live __________________ of God .

The Third Movement

3 . Redemption: God Provides a ______________ .

Genesis 3:15 
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Good news: Jesus Christ has been ______________ from the dead and through Him God 
is _____________ lives and renewing the world . 

Colossians 1:20 

The Fourth Movement

4 . Restoration: God Is Renewing the Whole ______________  .

John 20:21

2 Corinthians 5:17

What is your role in God’s story of restoration?  

VIDEO SESSION 2 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

George’s story

1 . What stood out to you from George’s story?

2 . How might some have responded to the news George received about his relationship 
with his girlfriend?

3 . What can we learn from Michael’s reference to the story of the thief on the cross?
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4 . What did George learn from Michael as he considered the way Michael lived his life? 

5 . How did George’s view of the kingdom of God change as he grew in his faith?

Notice the warmth, love, and admiration shown between these two men—both husbands 
and fathers . Imagine the church—the collection of people who are striving to live for Je-
sus—if it were characterized by people who felt that way toward one another . Imagine if 
that were the defining mark of the people who are part of the kingdom of God .

Teaching with Artie Lindsay

1 . What would be a good way to describe or define the kingdom of God?

2 . What did Satan offer Adam and Eve that caused them to reject the peace God had 
given them? 

3 . Read Genesis 3:9–10 and describe how the relationship between God and mankind 
changed because of sin .

4 . What evidence do we have today that “every human being born is born outside the 
kingdom of God”?

5 . Genesis 3:15—the promise of redemption—says, “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel .” Looking thousands of years ahead, what does this actually mean?

6 . How do we see the truth that sin impoverishes our relationship with God, with each 
other, and with the earth?
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7 . If you have been restored by Jesus Christ, what changed for you? In what ways are you 
a new creation?

Preparing for Session 3: Identity 

WEEKLY STUDY QUESTIONS

Day 1

Finding Our Identity in the Kingdom of God

Have you ever tried to introduce yourself to others without telling them what you do 
for a living? Generally speaking, when adults begin a conversation, the first information 
requested after getting a name is this: “So, what do you do for a living?” 

A group of people from a large church—people who didn’t know each other well—was 
invited to a member’s home for a Sunday after-church meal . It was a time for people to 
get to know some folks they hadn’t spoken to before . The initial conversation went as 
expected till one person was asked, “So, where do you work?” Her answer was simply, “I 
just stay at home .” 

She was not a mother or a teacher or an accountant or a clerk or an administrative 
assistant or a lawyer or anything with a label . She was a stay-at-homer . There is nothing 
wrong with that because it worked for her and her husband, but it stopped everyone in 
their tracks momentarily because it was not an expected identity or label . 

We all like to have an identity . 
As we think about our role in the world—and even the role of this stay-at-homer—

we often forget that there is a much more important identity as Christians we need to 
 embrace, and that is our identity as a child of the kingdom . Each of us who has trusted 
Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on the cross to forgive our sins is a member of an amazing 
kingdom . 

Let’s awaken to this supremely important truth by studying some New Testament pas-
sages that help us understand it . Then, the next time someone asks us who we are, we can 
say, “I’m a part of God’s kingdom—I am a child of the King!” 

1 . Read Ephesians 5:1–3 . What are the two identifying points Paul makes about those of 
us who are forgiven by God through Christ? 

a . (v . 1)

b . (v . 3)
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What do those two identifiers say about who we are as redeemed people? 

2 . In that same passage, pick out two things we are to do because of our relationship with 
God . And what are three things God does not want us to do?

DAYS 2–5: PREVIEWING WEEK THREE

Day 2

First Love

Read Revelation 2:1–7 .

In Revelation 2, Jesus has a message—through the apostle John—for the same group of 
people Paul was writing to in Ephesians 5:1–3 .

1 . First, He has words of commendation for them . How does Jesus compliment them in 
verses 2–3? 

2 . Then we get to verse 4, in which He explains: “You have forsaken the love you had at 
first .” What do you think this means? How could a church family do this?

Making It Work for You

1 . If Jesus were writing a letter to your church, what do you think He would say you are 
doing well? What might He say is lacking?

2 . In your own personal journey, do you sense that you might have left your first love 
in regard to your salvation? If so, what needs to change to get back to the way things 
were? A good indicator is to ask yourself questions like these: “If I am under stress, 
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what is my first thought for relief or the first thing I run to?” “What typically consumes 
my thoughts?” “What is most on my mind throughout the day?”

Day 3

The Will of God

In the story you will hear in Session 3, you will discover that Ducky talks about seeing 
“the will of God .” Read these verses and write down one thing each verse teaches about 
the will of God .

Hebrews 13:20–21

1 Peter 2:15

1 Thessalonians 4:3

1 Thessalonians 5:18

Ephesians 5:15–18

Hebrews 10:36

Read through Hebrews 11 and identify why God commends the people in this chapter .

Choose at least five people from this chapter and identify how each followed God’s will .

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .
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How do you believe the people of this chapter viewed their identity in the kingdom of 
God? 

How did their decisions reflect a view toward God’s kingdom instead of the kingdom(s) 
of the world?

Making It Work for You

What are some principles about “God’s will” you can glean from the verses above?

Day 4

Seeking Advice and Counsel

Whenever it’s time to make life decisions, it is a good idea to seek help from others . Read 
the following verses and explain what they say about that aspect of making good decisions .

Proverbs 11:14

Proverbs 12:15

Proverbs 19:20–21

Psalm 1:1–6

Making It Work for You

When you have to make a big decision, besides praying and asking for God’s guidance 
(Proverbs 1:7), who else do you usually consult? Do you think it is always best to seek 
counsel, or is it okay to sometimes act without another’s guidance? 
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Day 5

Aligned with the King

When we align ourselves with the king in God’s kingdom, we realize we can “follow 
God’s example, therefore, as [His] dearly loved children” (Ephesians 5:1) . Notice some of 
the characteristics of our king and the kingdom, as spelled out in the following verses .

John 18:36: What are three characteristics of God’s kingdom?

1 Thessalonians 2:9–12: What is the certain “walk” or lifestyle expected?

2 Peter 1:3–11: Verse 3 indicates that God has given us everything we need for living a 
godly life . What does this look like practically?

What might it look like for others to forget that they have been cleansed from their old 
sins? (verse 9) .

1 Corinthians 4:20: What do you think it means that the kingdom is power, not talk?

Making It Work for You

What characteristics of the kingdom, given in these verses, excite you as you identify as a 
child of the King?
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SESSION  

3

Identity

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching the video.

Part 1: Ducky’s Story
Do you know who you are?

There are many ways we identify ourselves to others as we interact with those around 
us . We can suggest that people see us by our occupation: I’m a teacher . Or by our family: 
I’m her husband . Or even by our age group: I’m a millennial . 

How does this relate to our understanding of the kingdom of God? Does being a 
teacher or a husband or a millennial take top priority as we think about who we are in 
God’s kingdom? 

That’s one of the questions we will examine in this third session of Awakening . 
We begin this time with the story of a man named Ducky—a surfing, rock-climbing, 

sleep-out-under-the-stars kind of guy who came face-to-face with a realization about his 
relationship with God that changed everything . And as we listen to his story, we begin to 
see a new way of identifying who we are as we examine our place in the kingdom of God .

Part 2: Teaching with Sheridan Voysey
Sheridan and Merryn Voysey were confident that one day their identity would be com-
plete with these labels: “Mom” and “Dad .” In this lesson you will journey with them 
through that part of their lives as together we examine what it means to find the right 
identity in God’s realm . Use the following prompts to take notes as you watch Sheridan’s 
lesson .
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VIDEO NOTES 

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 3 with Sheridan Voysey: Identity

Notes from Ducky’s story:

Sheridan’s ten-year journey

Who are you?

Gospel: Good news: Jesus Christ has been _______________ from the dead and through Him 
God is ______________ lives and renewing the world . 

Ephesians 5:1–2

Follow ______________ example .

You become like the “god” you worship .

If we worship anything other than the one true ____________, we will in some way be di-
minished .

We can trust God’s example and align ourselves with Him because we are His dearly 
______________ ______________ .
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Once you align yourself with the King, realize who you are imitating, and discover your 
identity as a dearly loved child of God, you can discover your life’s _________________ at its 
most essential core .

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of 
______________”  (Ephesians 5:1–2) .

Example of Chinese couple, James and Anne

VIDEO SESSION 3 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Ducky’s story

1 . The video starts with a somewhat philosophical question related to surfing—and wast-
ing your time chasing certain waves . What concept is Ducky presenting in that early 
surfing illustration? 

2 .  What did the frightened rock climber learn because Ducky forced him out of his com-
fort zone and up the climbing rock? 

3 .  In Ducky’s story, his friends suggested he should change his life direction and become 
a nurse . What did Joe Stowell’s sermon have to do with Ducky’s interest in leaving his 
camping ministry behind? What was your reaction to Ducky’s impression that God 
was telling him to do so? 

4 .  Have you ever faced a time when you felt God wanted you to switch what you were 
doing so it would open you up to a more fulfilling relationship with Him?
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Teaching with Sheridan Voysey

1 .  Have you had serious dreams for your life that never came true? How did that affect 
your identity?

2 .  What do you think is the one thing that others feel identifies you? When someone 
hears your name, what is a word or two they would use to describe you? 

3 .  Read Ephesians 5:1–2 . What does Paul mean when he says, “Follow God’s example”? 
Sheridan mentions this idea: “We have been designed to imitate, to follow, the example 
of someone/something bigger than us .” How does that play out for us in daily life?

4 .  In that same verse, Paul mentions that we are “dearly loved children .” Have you ever 
considered that the God of the universe loves you as His child? Do you feel that He is 
a loving Father to you? Why or why not?

5 .  Go back to the idea of identity as a child of God . Now think of this as your “founda-
tional identity,” as Sheridan says . How should recognizing that God is our Father guide 
our thinking about how we live? 

6 .  With the twin ideas of following God and being a child of God as foundations, what 
do you feel is the purpose God has for you in life? Whether you are a camp leader or 
a nurse, as Ducky was—or a researcher or a Bible teacher like Merryn and Sheridan—
how can we go beyond those titles and rest in our identity as believers in Jesus? How 
might we respond when people identify us by “earthly titles”?
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Preparing for Session 4: Attitude 

WEEKLY STUDY QUESTIONS

Day 1 

The Importance of Slowing Down and Seeking God

Take some time to read Psalm 46 . Then meditate on Psalm 46:10, which says, “Be still, 
and know that I am God .”

1 .  What attributes of God come to mind as you shut out the world for a few minutes, 
find solitude, and think about who He is?

2 .  How can you establish a “be still” place in your life to help you encounter God?

3 .  Sometimes it is not the hubbub of the world around us that keeps us from encounter-
ing God; sometimes it is the restlessness or the pain of our own heart . When our heart 
is struggling, how do we calm it so we can hear God speaking?

Healthy Ways Unhealthy Ways

4 .  Reflect on any burdens that are troubling you and then write them down . Give them 
to God in prayer .



SESSION 3— IdENtIty 29

DAYS 2–5: PREVIEWING WEEK FOUR

Imagine the excitement felt by the people in places like Colosse in the early days of the 
church . While Christians were encountering huge problems with a government that did 
not like them, there had to be a thrill in the air as they realized how fast the church was 
growing . Paul commended the people by saying, “We have heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people” (Colossians 1:4) . Think of how it 
must have energized them when they read in Paul’s letter that “the gospel is bearing fruit 
and growing throughout the whole world” (v . 6) . And then Paul tells them he is praying 
for them . Take some time to examine that prayer .

Day 2

The Prayer

Read Colossians 1:9–12 .

Paul’s explanation of his prayer for the people at the church of Colosse is powerful, and it 
can challenge us as we pray . It is a prayer that can help us understand what it takes to live 
in a world of conflicting kingdoms .

1 .  Paul’s prayer makes us aware that it is vital to understand “the knowledge of [God’s] 
will” (v . 9) . What do you think of when you hear the term God’s will?

2 .  Verses 10–12 flesh out the results of living in God’s will .

 Verse 10: What are four benefits given in this verse of living according to God’s  
will? 

 Verse 11: When in your life could you have used more “endurance and patience” as 
Paul describes?

 Verse 12: What does Paul say we should be thankful for here?

Making It Work for You

Think a moment about how amazing this prayer is and how good it must have made the 
people at Colosse feel that Paul was praying for them in this way . Now consider which of 
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the specific items in the prayer are most needed in your life . Do you have a prayer partner 
you can ask to pray this prayer over you? Do you think it is okay to pray this for yourself?

Write out Colossians 1:9–12 as a prayer to God .

Day 3

The Kingdom Conflict

Read Colossians 1:13–14 .

Spend some time praising God for what these verses offer you: A rescue from Satan’s 
dominion of darkness, a home in the kingdom of Jesus, plus redemption and forgiveness 
from sin .

1 .  In what ways would your life be different if you were stuck in Satan’s world of 
darkness? How do we see this manifested in the world today?

2 .  What joys do you bask in because you are redeemed and a part of God’s kingdom of 
light? Think of a friend who is not a believer, and contemplate how introducing him 
or her to the light would change everything .

Day 4

Troubled, but Not Down for the Count

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7–9 .

Even though we live in God’s kingdom of light, we are still thrust into a bigger world that 
does not know Him . Therefore, we do face problems . This passage can help us deal with 
that reality .

Verse 7: What do we learn about ourselves when we realize that we are simply “jars  
of clay”?

Verse 8: In what ways have you been “hard pressed” recently? Is it a surprise to you 
that you face trouble even though you are a Christian? Do you realize that this kind 
of thinking (that you will be free of trouble) is not true to what the Bible teaches 
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about our life in this world? What keeps us from despair when we are perplexed or 
hard pressed?

Verse 9: Have you ever faced persecution for your faith? What does this verse say  
about God’s presence in the midst of that?

Making It Work for You

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7–9 and refer to the verses to fill out the chart below . 

We are But we are not

Hard pressed Crushed

Life can be difficult . What can you take from 2 Corinthians 4:7–9 to help you recognize 
the realities of life while finding the hope that Jesus offers?

Day 5

Fearful for the Future

Read John 14:1–10 . 

The crisis of the hour for the disciples was that they were getting signals from Jesus that 
He would soon be leaving them . They were fearful for their future without their Teacher, 
and they didn’t really understand His mission . Let’s look at the calming, hopeful message 
Jesus had for them in John 14:6 .

1 .  Thomas mentioned in verse 5 that the disciples were confused about where Jesus was 
going . Jesus turned their localized concern into a universal truth . What does it mean 
that Jesus is “the way” (v . 6)?
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2 .  In a world in which we often don’t know what to believe (fake news, false teaching, 
etc .), what does it mean when Jesus says, “I am the truth”? How comforting and help-
ful are those words to us when the world around us shouts its message to individuals 
that “your truth” is what matters?

3 . What might a godly response be to the following comments? “All truth is relative . 
There is no such thing as absolute truth .”

4 .  Jesus is the “life .” This goes far beyond this world . He is life eternal . How is that third 
part of His message comforting to you—especially in the face of the death of a loved 
one?

Making It Work for You

“No one comes to the Father except through me,” Jesus said in John 14:6 . Have you been 
redeemed—gone to the Father through Jesus and His death, burial, and resurrection? If 
so, what comfort does this truth give you in the face of tragic or other unwanted circum-
stances? Do you know anyone who needs to know that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the 
life?

Spend some time praying by name for any such people, and ask God to open doors for 
you to share this truth with them .
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SESSION  

4

Attitude

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching the video.

Part 1: Sarah’s Story
Despair . Deep, intense, heartbreaking despair .

It happens even to the godliest—the ones we think least deserve trouble . 
It happened to Sarah on what was to be a proud day as she and the love of her life set 

out to run a race they had prepared so hard for . As that day unfolded, however, a tragedy 
of the most unbearable kind visited her and her family—and the reality of God’s presence 
and love and faithfulness were put to a severe test . 

As believers who live in the kingdom of God, what is our responsibility—what is our 
reaction—what is our rescue when we endure life’s difficulties? Where is the hope when 
the future looks hopeless? Where is the faith when we question God’s faithfulness?

What is the answer when the questions seem impossible to resolve? These are questions 
we all need to think about—either for ourselves or to help others .

As we follow Sarah’s story, and as Joe Stowell opens Scripture, let’s look for hope in the 
kingdom of God to help overcome our despair when trouble visits our lives . 

Part 2: Teaching with Joe Stowell
“The most dangerous response is the response of despair,” says Joe Stowell as he begins to 
interact with Sarah’s story and move us toward hope . Sarah had felt that way—she had 
surely despaired of life without Chad, her best friend and the father of her children . But 
as Stowell moves through his teaching on kingdom living, he helps us to find hope in spite 
of our trouble . Use the following prompts to take notes as you watch Joe’s lesson .
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VIDEO NOTES

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 4 with Joe Stowell: Attitude

Notes from Sarah’s story:

Despair is when we have no _____________ .

Paul’s prayer for the church in Colosse has five fundamental attitudes (Colossians 1:9–12):

 1 . Honor _____________ .

 2 . Stay _____________ .

 3 . _____________ .

 4 . Have _____________ .

 5 . Be _____________ .

Colossians 1:13 gives us the contrast of two kingdoms: the domain of _______________ and 
the kingdom of God’s ____________ _____________ .

2 Corinthians 4:7

Unwrapping the “package of hope” we have in the midst of crisis:

1 .  There are only two kingdoms: the kingdom of __________and the kingdom of __________ . 
If you have received Christ Jesus as your Savior, you are in the kingdom of Christ .

2 .  These two kingdoms are in conflict, and unfortunately we are caught in the 
__________________ .

 Ephesians 6:12

3 .  The two kingdoms have contrasting cultures .

Kingdom Cultures

• Darkness/____________

• Deceit and Death/____________  ______  ____________

• Chaos/____________

• Defeated/____________
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The key question is this: Who will you let manage your ________________?  

The article in the Wall Street Journal said, “Easter means that nothing is ______________  
with God, that life triumphs over death, love triumphs over hatred . Hope triumphs  
over _____________________ .” —Dr . James Martin

Psalm 46:10

Three takeaways:

1 . You’re a __________ of the King .

2 . Pray toward a moment of ______________ to Christ and His kingdom to manage your 
crisis .

3 .  Pray toward ___________ Christ and staying strong, _____________, sensing His joy, and 
being  _______________ . 

VIDEO SESSION 4 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Sarah’s Story

1 . There is such hope and anticipation as we listen to Chad’s journal entry . Surely, we 
would expect God to honor Chad’s commitment to both his sport and to his faith . 
What struck you most about Chad’s words before he embarked on what was supposed 
to be a 26-mile run that morning? 

2 .  What moments of Sarah’s recollection of those first few days after Chad’s death tore at 
your heart the most? 

3 .  Perhaps you have faced a tragedy in your life . What emotions or ideas that Sarah men-
tioned most mirrored what you felt during the days and months after the event? Have 
you ever felt as she did that, at times, church is the last place you want to be when 
tragedy visits your life? What leads to that kind of thinking?
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4 .  What seemed to help Sarah turn a corner? Recognizing that she would never “get over” 
Chad’s death, what God-provided thoughts brought her hope despite her sadness? 

Teaching with Joe Stowell

1 .  What problem are you facing that seems to be stealing your confidence in God? Do 
you feel like a “defenseless hobbit” or a confident, overcoming child of God’s kingdom?   

2 . What are some ways one could move toward a more confident, overcoming perspec-
tive?

3 .  What is the difference between empty church talk by well-meaning but bumbling 
friends and the promises of prayer from Paul in Colossians 1:9–12?

4 .  Talk about what the following verse means to you, regardless of circumstances: “For he 
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom the 
Son he loves” (Colossians 1:13) .

5 .  Here’s another amazing verse for those times when things don’t go the way we hoped 
they would: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all- surpassing 
power is from God and not from us . We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:7–9) . What encouragement can you take from 
these verses when trouble strikes?

6 .  In any discussion of the two kingdoms, the first thing we each have to be sure of is that 
we belong to Jesus’s kingdom of light . Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior—
the only way to be a citizen of His kingdom?
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7 .  The reality of being in God’s kingdom of light and dwelling there is that you will dis-
cover light and hope and peace and clarity—all opposites of what the other kingdom 
offers . Have you endured some past hardships yet have found hope, peace, and clarity 
by allowing God’s kingdom to manage your crisis? Describe what that time was like .

8 .  If a tragedy or a difficulty were to cause us to abandon God, what is the only alterna-
tive? What are the characteristics of turning to that alternative? Can anything good 
come from walking away from the safety of God’s kingdom and opening ourselves to 
the domain of darkness?

Preparing for Session 5: Action

WEEKLY STUDY QUESTIONS

Day 1

Ambassadors of God’s Kingdom

When you get to day 3 of this week’s study, you will encounter a verse that has amazing 
implications—not only for us as children in God’s kingdom but also in relation to God’s 
sovereignty . Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do .”

Think about the italicized portion of that verse . It tells us that there are things God 
has placed on our schedule—things we are then expected to get done . As those who live 
in God’s kingdom, we are not left to sit on thrones of our own making eating grapes and 
basking in our own glow . God’s kingdom is a busy place, and there is lots of work to do . 
Therefore, we have a responsibility to be His ambassadors—doing tasks that will enhance 
the kingdom and introduce others to its King . 

Let’s take a look at some verses that speak to us about kingdom work .

1 .  Spiritually equipped . Read 1 Corinthians 12:4–11 . Who is responsible for equipping 
us to serve God? What message is Paul proclaiming when he says there are many 
gifts but “the same Spirit distributes them”?
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2 .  Diversity of gifts . Read 1 Corinthians 12:12–26 . It is clear through this passage that 
each person and their role in the church are needed . What do these verses reveal to 
us about the relative importance of the skills God has given each believer?

3 .  The purpose of the gifts . Read Ephesians 4:11–13 . Here we read about the variety 
of gifts (not an exhaustive list) God has given to individuals in the kingdom to serve 
the church . In verse 13, we see the dual purpose of that variety of giftedness . What 
are the two main focuses of being equipped? To reach ____________________ and to 
become _____________________ .

4 .  What are some ways you have witnessed unity in the body of Christ?

5 .  We are all works in progress as we mature and seek to become more like Christ . 

Yet God chooses to use us even though we are far from perfect . As you consider this, 
is there anyone in your life you could extend grace to, just as God extends His grace to 
you on your journey toward maturity? What might this look like practically?

DAYS 2–5: PREVIEWING WEEK FIVE

Day 2 

Reviewing the Gift of God

Read Ephesians 2:8–9 .

1 .  Paul reviews for the people at the church of Ephesus how it was possible for them to 
become Christians . First, he said, “It is by _____________ you have been saved .” (What 
does this word mean? Perhaps Romans 6:14 will help: “You are not under the law, but 
under grace .”) Second, he said we are saved “through ______________ .”

2 .  Paul makes it clear that the Ephesian believer had nothing whatsoever to do with 
 gaining his or her salvation . It is not “from yourselves,” he said, but it is a ________ 
_______ _______ .
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3 .  His point behind that explanation was this: If something is given to us without any 
effort on our part, we cannot _______________, as the end of verse 9 says .

4 .  How is the salvation explained in Ephesians 2:8–9 different from some religions that 
teach our salvation is based on the good works we do or on whether the good in our 
lives outweighs the bad? 

Making It Work for You

1 .  Who did the work of salvation for us if there is nothing we can do to earn it?

2 .  What does it do to the message of the cross—of Jesus’s willingness to die a horrible 
death on the cross for us—if we say, “Well, what you did was good, but I also need to 
do this work or good deed or whatever to earn my salvation?”

3 .  Have you been saved through faith—recognizing that it is a gift from God?

Day 3

Seeing the Challenge Ahead

Read Ephesians 2:10 .
When we look at various translations of Ephesians 2:10, we gain a new perspective on 
the word handiwork, as the NIV translates it . One version of the Bible says we are “God’s 
accomplishment .” Another says, “God made us what we are .” Another says, “God’s master-
piece .” Regardless of how the word is translated from the Greek word poiema, we can 
easily see that we are supremely special in God’s eye; we are fashioned in a special way by 
our King .

1 .  So, what is it that God wants us to do as His masterpiece? Does this verse suggest a 
life of ease and laziness as Christians? Of course not . Verse 10 says we are created to 
________ ____________ ____________ .
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2 .  Look at verses 8–10 . How does the order of things in these verses clearly spell out 
that salvation comes first and good works follow? 

3 .  Think about the implications of the end of verse 10: “good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to do .” What do you think is the best way to begin to dis-
cover what God wants you to do for Him? Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 . How does this 
help you understand how you might find out?

Making It Work for You

1 . Read Matthew 9:35–38 . What did Jesus ask His disciples to do? (v . 38) .

2 . When Jesus refers to the “harvest field,” what does He mean? 

3 . To whom is Jesus referring when He talks about the harvest? What about the workers 
in the harvest field?

4 . Who is in charge of the harvest in this passage? If you were to work for the owner of a 
large farm, would you start working wherever you wanted or would you get directions 
from the owner on what he wanted you to do?

5 . How might the principle of this passage be applicable to us today?

6 .  If you sense you have not made yourself available to serve in God’s “harvest field” and 
would like to take the next step to serve Him in this way, begin to pray about it . Ask 
the “Lord of the harvest” to reveal to you what He might have for you in His harvest 
field . Pray with the expectation that He will show you in His time .
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7 . If you are serving God in some way today, take a moment to stop and consider why 
you are doing what you do . What is your motivation? Is it to earn God’s favor? Is it to 
please someone? Could it be for your own selfish gain in some way? Or is it because 
you love God and want to do His will?

Spend some time in prayer asking God to search your heart and confirm if He wants 
you to continue in this service . Ask Him to reveal the motivation of your heart . We can 
always do good things for God, but is this the plan God has designed for you?

Day 4

Vessels Fashioned for God’s Use

Read 2 Timothy 2:20–21 .

This passage helps us see how we can make sure we are ready for God’s use .

1 .  How does verse 20 sound a little like what is going on in 1 Corinthians 12:12?

2 .  Verse 21 seems to indicate there is something special that followers of Christ need 
to do in order to make ourselves ready to be used by God . What does the phrase 
“cleanse themselves” seem to indicate? What about the phrase “made holy”?

3 .  Jesus has already forgiven our sins—so why would we still need to be cleansed and 
made holy? How does 1 John 1:9 help clarify this idea?

4 .  How important to you is it to be “useful to the Master”?  

Making It Work for You

Take some time to reflect on your life . Do you have sin you need to confess? Ask God to 
reveal whether you have any blind spots of sin as well . 
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Write down your sins on a scrap of paper and seek God’s forgiveness . As a tangible re-
minder of His forgiveness, burn that piece of paper or throw it away after you have 
sought forgiveness .

Day 5

How Will the Potter Use You?

Read Isaiah 64:8 .

Have you ever seen a potter at work? All he has to work with is a nondescript lump of 
clay—nothing but a glorified blob of mud! That’s us! But when God puts us on the wheel 
and works with us, He can create something beautiful and useful .

1 .  How has God already proved on a much, much bigger scale that He is the master of 
creating something out of nothing? (Hint: Think Genesis 1:1 .) If He can create the 
spellbinding masterpiece that is the universe, He can surely help refashion us into 
something useful . How have you felt God fashioning and reshaping you? 

2 .  Have you had to make purposeful changes yourself in the process? 

3 .  According to the last clause of verse 8, is anyone exempt from this work of God’s 
hand on our lives?

Making It Work for You

How do we make ourselves ready for the potter? What could happen if we rejected the 
potter and refused to let Him rework us? 
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SESSION  

5

Action 

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching the video.

Part 1: Becky’s Story
Someone has wisely said that sharing the gospel is one beggar telling another beggar 
where to find bread .

We are all beggars . But if we have been introduced to the Bread of Life—to Jesus 
Christ—we should want to share it .

Today you’ll see the story of the miraculous transformation of a woman who moved 
from Satan’s dominion of darkness (Colossians 1:13) into the light-bearing kingdom of 
God . But she didn’t stay away from where she came . She went back in to rescue others 
and bring them out .

In this fifth session of Awakening, your heart will be touched by her story and by the 
stories of other women she helped pull from the darkness .

Part 2: Teaching with Vivian Mabuni

The challenge from author Vivian Mabuni will put a practical face on Becky’s story, 
reminding us of what we can do under God’s direction to awaken others to the gospel of 
salvation and light .

(To see more of the impact of Becky’s life, watch Angel’s story . This story is a bonus fea-
ture on the DVD .)
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VIDEO NOTES

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 5 with Vivian Mabuni: Action

Notes from Becky’s story:

Jesus Christ has been raised from the _________, and is now changing lives and renewing 
the __________ .

Ephesians 2:8–10: 

There’s a difference between a reward and a __________ . 

The three Ds for knowing God’s Word and applying it to our lives:

 D_____________

 D________ ___________

 D_____

2 Timothy 2:20

The coffee mug and the crystal flute serve different __________ .

Our responsibility as God’s vessel:

• Be available .

• Be clean .

Isaiah 64:8
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“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole __________________ .”  
—Dr . Martin  Luther King Jr .

When was the last time you did something for the first time?

John 12:24–26

You can count how many seeds are in an ____________, but you can’t count how many ap-
ples are in a seed .

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR VIDEO SESSION 5

Becky’s Story

There is a visual backstory to Becky’s story—one that is not even referred to with words . 
As her story is told she works the soil, gathers a harvest, and shares it with others . It’s an 
apt metaphor for her story . How would you put into words the lesson of that backstory? 

1 . What parts of Becky’s story as she told of her transformation most affected you and 
drew you in? 

2 . Does your spiritual birth in any way follow the path Becky’s took? If not, do you 
know anyone whose life and salvation took a similar route?

3 . Does anyone come to mind when you think of the Before picture in Becky’s life—
someone who needs transformation? 
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4 . Which of the women rescued by Becky and her faith most touched your heart? 
Think of the contrast between their dark lives before and their lives (though not 
perfect) now in the light . Does that strengthen your faith in what God can do with 
a life?

Teaching with Vivian Mabuni

1 .  Had you ever noticed what Vivian was talking about regarding the epistles? Take a look 
at Ephesians, for example, and see if you can find where doctrine stops and practice 
starts?

2 .  What does Ephesians 2:8–10 say to Christians who feel they don’t have to do anything 
other than go to church and soak up the atmosphere? Could verse 10 be a little star-
tling to someone who feels no compulsion to serve God?

3 .  How open are you to discovery? Perhaps someone has been an usher at church for 
twenty-five years—and is looking forward to twenty-five more . Is it possible that God 
might be calling that person to think about serving in another area? (Do not take of-
fense, ushers . It was just an illustration .)

4 .  Is there a sense in which we rate our service activities as if we were rating college 
football teams? Pastor is No . 1 . Elder is No . 2 . And our little role as a nursery worker 
doesn’t even make the Top 10? That’s not the way it is . We are each a masterpiece, and 
God loves us all the same . We always lose in the comparison game . How might that 
change how you view your role in serving Jesus?

5 .  The most challenging of Vivian’s three admonitions is the smallest: Do! Think of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr .’s definition of faith: “Take the first step even when you don’t see 
the whole staircase .” To “do” is to take that first step and follow it with the second . If 
we need a word from Scripture on this, try, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves . Do what it says” (James 1:22) . Do! What is something you’ve been 
thinking about doing—but now are ready to step out and do?
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Preparing for Session 6: Discovery

WEEKLY STUDY QUESTIONS

Day 1 

A Look Back

Remember those days in school when you reached the end of the semester, and the learn-
ing phase of your time with your teacher or professor was over? Invariably, your instructor 
flipped the switch on the way-back machine and began telling you again the most import-
ant things he or she had just spent months teaching you .

If you had a final exam, you may not have relished that time of review as much as you 
would have relished a pizza party instead, but you valued it . You needed to be reminded 
of what was truly important because the test was coming, and you wanted to do well .

In reality, a test is coming! As we walk into the work place the next time or interact 
with our friends at school or live day-to-day in our families, we have the responsibility of 
putting into practice what we’ve been taught over the past sessions . 

And our growth—or our lack of it—will be reflected by how we incorporate what 
we have learned from Sheridan, Artie, Joe, Vivian, and the people in the stories we’ve 
watched . 

We will review much of the content in our next session as the teachers gather for a 
roundtable discussion . But for now, why not take a few moments and go back through 
your lessons and write down what you feel were the key elements . What principles stand 
out to you from what you have heard?

Session 1: Gospel

Session 2: Kingdom

Session 3: Identity

Session 4: Attitude

Session 5: Action
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DAYS 2–5: REVIEWING WEEKS TWO THROUGH FIVE

Day 2

Looking Back at the Kingdom

1 .  What did Michael do for his friend George when George faced a moral crisis?

2 .  What do you think would have happened to George if Michael had turned his back on 
George at that time?

3 .  Artie Lindsay gave us the big picture of God’s story: creation, fall,  redemption, resto-
ration . What is the value in seeing the Bible as a complete narrative of one continuing 
story under God’s direction?

4 .  Why is it so important for each person to find himself or herself in this story and be 
restored to God’s kingdom?

5 .  What is the gospel? 

6 .  Using Scripture, explain the good news of the kingdom of God .

Day 3

Looking Back at Trouble in the Kingdom

1 . What was the possible problem with Ducky’s love for his job as a camping leader? He 
was good at it and seemed to be successful . What could possibly be behind God’s lead-
ing him to jettison that calling and move into nursing?
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2 . In Sheridan’s biblical application regarding our identity in the kingdom of God, he 
used Ephesians 5:1–3 as his base . He had three major points regarding those verses . 
They teach us 

To follow ____________ example, and

that we are dearly ______________ ____________ .

We are His ___________________ .

3 .  What did Sheridan mean by saying we are to “walk in the way of love” as part of our 
identity in the kingdom of God? What might this look like if we put it into action?

Day 4

Looking Back at Serving in the Kingdom

1 . Nothing can prepare us to go through what Sarah endured—and is still living out to-
day . There is no statute of limitations on how long a death affects our life . What do you 
remember about her abject pain on losing her husband Chad at the Chicago Mara-
thon?

2 .  Sarah finally felt hope amidst her pain when she had what Joe Stowell calls a “Janu-
ary 13 Moment .” What passage of Scripture helped her that January 13 to make some 
progress back toward her relationship with God?

3 .  One of the key elements of Sarah’s journey was her realization that despite the tragedy 
that befell her family, she was still a _____________ of the king .

4 .  At some point, those experiencing grief or hardship need to recognize that to abandon 
God is to move from the safety of the kingdom of light and leave open the danger of 
the dominion of darkness . What would it look like to desert God and move back into 
Satan’s world?
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Day 5

Looking Back at Myself in the Kingdom

1 . A verse in the book of Mark reminds us of what we, as dwellers in the kingdom of 
God, are to do . Here Jesus was addressing His disciples about James and John’s request 
to be on His right and left in heaven . In His response, one of the things Jesus said was, 
“Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (10:45) . As you think 
of all the things you do—whether in the home or at church or at work or even recre-
ationally—how should this principle affect your decisions and your interactions with 
others?

2 . Now read 1 Corinthians 12:4 about the distribution of spiritual gifts . Does what we 
are equipped and then led to do by the Holy Spirit in any way give us something to 
brag about or take inordinate pride in? How can we apply the idea of Mark 10:45 to 
the idea that our abilities and service opportunities in the kingdom are directly from 
the Holy Spirit? Think of someone you know who is a living example of this . What are 
some of the things this person does that inspires you?

3 .  What would be the logical implication of the last clause of Ephesians 2:10 (“good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”) if we were to decide we didn’t 
really want to do any service for Christ? Is it possible that something important could 
be left undone?
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SESSION  

6

Discovery 

Video guide and discussion questions

VIDEO GUIDE

Read before watching the video.

The Panel
Joe Stowell, Artie Lindsay, and Vivian Mabuni have regathered with Sheridan Voysey to 
continue the discussion of God’s kingdom and our role in it . The Awakening discussion 
that has occupied the first five sessions of this study reminded us that the gospel story—
the story of salvation through Jesus—is about a kingdom . It’s a kingdom that depends on 
a resurrection and offers forgiveness, but it is also a kingdom we need to live out daily in 
a way that serves and honors the King . And it is a kingdom where the King loves us and 
interacts with us . 

Let’s turn our attention to a roundtable discussion that can remind us of some import-
ant truths, answer some new questions, and motivate us with some ideas about what we 
can do to live successfully in God’s kingdom . 
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VIDEO NOTES

For use during the video session.

Watch Session 6 Roundtable Discussion: Discover

Use the following prompts to take notes as you watch the Roundtable from Session 6.

The Kingdom of God and work

The Kingdom of God and art

The gospel of God and racial reconciliation

The gospel here and now (not an otherworldly religion)

2 Peter 3:10  

Story Review

• Sarah Schieber

• George Moss 

• Ducky Gabriel

• Becky Moreland 

Luke 4:18

Matthew 5:3
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Good news to the poor 

• Economically 

• Spiritually 

How do we take the next step?

Challenges to take away:

Vivian

Write a _____________ to God . Ask for His vision regarding your next step .

Artie

1 . Read the Bible as one ____________ and see how God wants to use you in His story .

2 . Consider how you experience “the fall” in the ____________ you do, and the opportu-
nity it gives you to love your neighbor as yourself . 

Joe

1 . In crisis, remember you are a child of the King . 

2 . Pray toward a moment of _________________ to Christ as your King . 

3 . Pray toward the ____________ of the kingdom (Colossians 1) . 

Vivian 

1 . _____________ Ephesians 2:8–10 .

2 . Share the gospel with a friend .

Sheridan

1 . Take a month off ___________  ___________ .

2 . Take a month off watching TV .

3 . _______________ on Ephesians 5:1–2 .
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1 . As you think about the roundtable discussion, what new truth or insight stood out to 
you?

2 . Go back to the question about the garbage collection . How would you answer the 
question: “What does garbage collection have to do with the kingdom of God and the 
gospel of the kingdom?” How can a person who drives a garbage truck and collects 
other people’s discards be exercising his or her spiritual calling to serve the kingdom? 
If that is a person’s God-appointed task, can it be any less important than something 
like being a youth pastor? Do we normally think this way?

3 . What do you think of Vivian’s assessment that “if you’re scrolling through your social 
media and everybody looks the same and is the same socioeconomic class, you’re miss-
ing out on a richness in your understanding of the Scripture”? Do you agree with her? 
What tough action do you need to take if it is indeed true?

4 . Artie mentioned that every person needs a Paul, a Barnabas, and a Timothy—“some-
one who’s a little further along in the journey who can mentor, someone who can 
come alongside us and encourage us, and someone we are mentoring .” Do you agree 
with that, or do you think it is okay to go “Lone Ranger” through the Christian life and 
figure it all out by yourself? 

5 . Did you feel the same way Sheridan did as you watched Ducky’s story: “Something’s 
unfair here”? Ducky was serving God successfully, and God called Him away from it . 
How does all we’ve talked about regarding spiritual gifts, God’s leading, and the good 
works God has appointed for us to do work into this situation? 

6 . What were your feelings during the discussion of poverty and its relationship to the 
gospel? Did you feel a little uncomfortable, especially if your church family, your 
friends, and your family are all relatively comfortable financially? How can Christians 
who don’t struggle with poverty have true empathy for people who are truly poor—
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without being condescending? Is there any sense in which you feel you are more 
blessed by God because you have a house, a car, and a 401k? Is that biblical? 

7 . What does the Bible mean when it says we are all created in the image of God? (Gen-
esis 1:27) . How does it change your perspective when you look at every person as 
created in the image of God?

8 . How have you seen Joe’s comment to be true: “The poor can actually be very rich and 
the rich can actually be very poor”?

9 . Joe said, “The church does not do well with failure .  .  .  . If you fail, there’s something 
horribly wrong with you .” How have you seen this to be the attitude of some fellow 
believers? What is the solution to this kind of thinking?

10 . Talk about the final word from each participant:

a .  Vivian: Write a letter to God, and ask Him what vision He would give and what is 
the first step in taking action on that .

b .  Artie: Read the Bible as one story, and see how God wants to use people in His 
story .

c .  Joe: In crisis, remember who you are—a child of the King; pray for the opportunity 
to be still and know God; and pray to receive the attitudes proper for kingdom 
living .

d .  Sheridan: You have an irreplaceable role in the kingdom of God; and you should 
begin to find out what your next step might be in the kingdom .

“Remember: Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and is now changing lives and 
transforming the world . Nothing will ever be the same again .” —Sheridan Voysey

How can you make sure you have been changed by this study and that “nothing will 
ever be the same again”?
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Answer Key for Video Notes

SESSION 1: GOSPEL

Notes from man-on-the-street interviews:

The hopefulness of John Steinbeck’s book The Moon Is Down in World War II  Europe was 
good news in the face of Hitler .

The gospel is defined as good news .

Three elements of the gospel:

1 . Kingdom of God

2 . Forgiveness of sins

3 . Resurrection

Colossians 1:13–14 

Gospel: The good news that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and is now 
 changing lives and renewing the world .

SESSION 2: KINGDOM

Notes from George’s story:

The core of Jesus’s teaching . 

What gives us a malnourished view of God’s kingdom?

With Michael’s help, George’s understanding is that all of life is ministry and all of life 

should be centered on the kingdom of God .

Mark 1:15: Jesus’s opening statement .

Matthew 28:18: Jesus’s closing statement .

The Four Movements in God’s Big Story

The First Movement 

1 . Creation: Where God’s Earth Is Full of Shalom .

Genesis 1:28 

Genesis 2:16–17 

Three Key Elements of a Kingdom

The ruler . 

Those who are ruled .

The realm of that rulership . 
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The kingdom of God is the place where God righteously rules, and the people desire to 
submit to His rule .

“Shalom: the webbing together of God, humans and all creation in justice, fulfillment and 
delight .” —Dr . Cornelius Plantinga

The Second Movement

2 . Fall: God’s Rule Is Rejected . 

Genesis 2:17

Sin Impoverished Our Three God-Established Relationships: 

Our relationship with others .

Our relationship with the rest of creation . 

Our relationship with God .

Sin and death will always be the result of the decision to live independent of God .

The Third Movement

3 . Redemption: God Provides a Messiah .

Genesis 3:15 

Good news: Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and through Him God is 

changing lives and renewing the world . 

Colossians 1:20 

The Fourth Movement

4 . Restoration: God Is Renewing the Whole World .

John 20:21

2 Corinthians 5:17
What is your role in God’s story of restoration? 

SESSION 3: IDENTITY

Notes from Ducky’s story:

Sheridan’s ten-year journey

Who are you?

Gospel: Good news: Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead and through Him God is 

changing lives and renewing the world . 
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Ephesians 5:1–2

Follow God’s example .

You become like the “god” you worship .

If we worship anything other than the one true God, we will in some way be diminished .

We can trust God’s example and align ourselves with Him because we are His dearly 

loved children .

Once you align yourself with the King, realize who you are imitating, and discover your 

identity as a dearly loved child of God, you can discover your life’s purpose at its most 
essential core .

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love”  
(Ephesians 5:1–2) .

Example of Chinese couple, James and Anne

SESSION 4: ATTITUDE

Notes from Sarah’s story:

Despair is when we have no hope .

Paul’s prayer for the church in Colosse has five fundamental attitudes (Colossians 1:9–12):

 1 . Honor Christ .

 2 . Stay strong .

 3 . Persist .

 4 . Have joy .

 5 . Be joy .

Colossians 1:13 gives us the contrast of two kingdoms: the domain of darkness and the 

kingdom of God’s dear Son .

2 Corinthians 4:7

Unwrapping the “package of hope” we have in the midst of crisis:

1 .  There are only two kingdoms: the kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of Christ . If you 
have received Christ Jesus as your Savior, you are in the kingdom of Christ .

2 .  These two kingdoms are in conflict, and unfortunately we are caught in the crosshairs .

 Ephesians 6:12
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3 .  The two kingdoms have contrasting cultures .

Kingdom Cultures
• Darkness/Light

• Deceit and Death/Truth and Life

• Chaos/Shalom

• Defeated/Victorious

The key question is this: Who will you let manage your crisis?

The article in the Wall Street Journal said, “Easter means that nothing is impossible with 
God, that life triumphs over death, love triumphs over hatred . Hope triumphs  

over despair .” —Dr . James Martin

Psalm 46:10

Three takeaways:

1 . You’re a child of the King .
2 . Pray toward a moment of surrender to Christ and His kingdom to manage your 

crisis .

3 .  Pray toward honoring Christ and staying strong, persisting, sensing His joy, and 

 being thankful . 

SESSION 5: ACTION

Notes from Becky’s story:

Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead, and is now changing lives and renewing the 

world .

Ephesians 2:8–10: 

There’s a difference between a reward and a gift . 

The three Ds for knowing God’s Word and applying it to our lives:

 Discover
 Don’t compare
 Do

2 Timothy 2:20

The coffee mug and the crystal flute serve different purposes .

Our responsibility as God’s vessel:

• Be available .
• Be clean .

Isaiah 64:8
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“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase .” —Dr . Martin 
 Luther King Jr .

When was the last time you did something for the first time?

John 12:24–26

You can count how many seeds are in an apple, but you can’t count how many  apples are 
in a seed .

SESSION 6: ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: DISCOVERY

Notes from the take-away challenges

Vivian

Write a letter to God . Ask for His vision regarding your next step .

Artie

1 . Read the Bible as one story and see how God wants to use you in His story .

2 . Consider how you experience “the fall” in the work you do, and the opportunity it 
gives you to love your neighbor as yourself . 

Joe

1 . In crisis, remember you are a child of the King . 

2 . Pray toward a moment of surrender to Christ as your King . 

3 . Pray toward the attitudes of the kingdom (Colossians 1) . 

Vivian 

1 . Memorize Ephesians 2:8–10 .
2 . Share the gospel with a friend .

Sheridan

1 . Take a month off social media .
2 . Take a month off watching TV .
3 . Meditate on Ephesians 5:1–2 .
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