
Love 

Love A Holy Command.indd   3 1/22/08   3:16:40 PM



Love: A Holy Command 
© 2008 by Oswald Chambers Publications Association 
Limited. All rights reserved.

Discovery House Publishers is affiliated with RBC 
Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Discovery House books are distributed to the trade 
exclusively by Barbour Publishing, Inc., Uhrichsville, Ohio.

All Scripture quotations are from the New King James 
Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., Publishers.

Questions by Julie Ackerman Link

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Chambers, Oswald, 1874-1917. 
 Love: a holy command / Oswald Chambers ; 
compiled and edited by Julie Ackerman Link. 
  p. cm. 
 Includes index. 
 ISBN 978-1-57293-258-6 
1. Love--Religious aspects--Christianity. I. Link, Julie 
Ackerman. II. Title. 
 BV4639.C418 2008 
 241’.4--dc22 
             2007051612

Printed in the United States of America 
08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 / CHG / 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Love A Holy Command.indd   4 1/22/08   3:16:40 PM



Contents

Introduction 7

Love with All Your HEART 9

Love with All Your SOUL 51

Love with All Your MIND 97

Love with All Your STRENGTH 137

Index of Selections 171

Love A Holy Command.indd   5 1/22/08   3:16:41 PM



9 

Love 

with all your HEART
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Where do We find ourselves with regard to this first 

great duty—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart”? What does that phrase mean to us? If Jesus 

had said, “Thou shalt love thy lover with all thy heart,” 

we would have known what He meant. Well, He did 

mean that, but the Lover is to be God. The majority of 

us have an ethereal, unpractical, bloodless abstraction 

which we call “love for God”; to Jesus love for God 

meant the most passionate intense love of which a hu-

man being is capable.CHI

An unemotionAl love is inconceivable. Love for 

the good must involve displeasure and grief for the evil. 

God is not an almighty sultan reigning aloof, He is right 

in the throes of life, and it is there that emotion shows 

itself.OPG

Reflection Questions

How would I characterize my relationship with 
God? Polite or passionate? What makes me 

zealous? What would make me feel  
more zeal for God? 
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Love with all your HEART

the look of Jesus will mean a heart broken for ever 

from allegiance to any other person or thing. Has Jesus 

ever looked at you? The look of Jesus transforms and 

transfixes. Where you are “soft” with God is where the 

Lord has looked at you. If you are hard and vindictive, 

insistent on your own way, certain that the other person 

is more likely to be in the wrong than you are, it is an 

indication that there are whole tracts of your nature that 

have never been transformed by His gaze.CG

loyAlty to Jesus Christ is the supernatural work 

of Redemption wrought in me by the Holy Ghost Who 

shed abroad the love of God in my heart, and that love 

works efficaciously through me in contact with every-

one I meet.CG

Reflection Questions

Is my heart too hard to admit when I am 
wrong? Why is it so difficult for me to accept 
that I am not always right? What does this 

indicate about my ability to love? 
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the mArvelous, unCrushAble characteristic of 

a saint is that he does discern God. You may put a 

saint in tribulation, amid an onslaught of principalities 

and powers, in peril, pestilence or under the sword, you 

may put a saint anywhere you like, and he is “more 

than conqueror” every time. Why? Because his heart 

being filled with the love of God, he has the power to 

perceive and understand that behind all these things is 

God making them “work together for good.”BP

mAny A mAn has awakened love before the time, and 

has reaped hell into the bargain. Love is awakened be-

fore the time whenever a man or woman ignores the 

worship of God and becomes a mere creature of im-

pulsive passions.OPG

Reflection Questions

What do I “hear ” during times of trouble? Do 
I hear the assurance that even this can work 

for good? Or do I hear that it ’s time for me to 
take matters into my own hands? 
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Love with all your HEART

love for God does not spring naturally out of the 

human heart; but it is open to us to choose whether 

we will have the love of God imparted to us by the Holy 

Spirit. “. . . the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 

by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5; 

see also Luke 11:13). We are emphasizing just now the 

need of voluntary choice. It is of no use to pray, “O 

Lord, for more love! give me love like Thine; I do want 

to love Thee better,” if we have not begun at the first 

place, and that is to choose to receive the Holy Spirit 

Who will shed abroad the love of God in our hearts.BP

the hiGhest ChristiAn love is not devotion to a 

work or to a cause, but to Jesus Christ.PH

Reflection Questions

Have I opened my heart to receive the love of 
God offered in and through Christ? Or am 
I still trying to manufacture love by devoting 

myself to a good cause? 
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WhAt A rest comes when the love of God has been 

shed abroad in my heart by the Holy Spirit! I realize 

that God is love, not loving, but love, something infi-

nitely greater than loving, consequently He has to be 

very stern. There is no such thing as God overlooking 

sin. That is where people make a great mistake with 

regard to love; they say, “God is love and of course He 

will forgive sin”: God is holy love and He cannot forgive 

sin. Jesus Christ did not come to forgive sin; He came 

to save us from our sins. The salvation of Jesus Christ 

removes the “sinner” out of my heart and plants in the 

“saint.” That is the marvelous work of God’s grace.BP

We Are tAuGht that Jesus Christ was meek and lov-

ing, and He was; but we forget the times when He was 

ablaze with zeal for His Father’s honor.PH

Reflection Questions

Do I impose my own concept of love on God? 
Or do I define love by the character of God? 
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Love with all your HEART

if We hAve really had wrought into our hearts and 

heads the amazing revelation which Jesus Christ gives 

that God is love and that we can never remember any-

thing He will forget, then worry is impossible. Notice 

how frequently Jesus Christ warns against worry. The 

“cares of this world” will produce worry, and the “lusts 

of other things” entering in will choke the word God has 

put in. Is the thing which claims my attention just now 

the one thing for which God saved and sanctified me? If 

it is, life is all the time becoming simpler, and the crowd-

ing, clamoring lusts have no hold.BP

there is never any risk in love that is “talked.” If 

love is reticent it becomes a secret treasure that en-

ervates. Keep it in the open, have nothing hidden to 

brood over.RTR

Reflection Questions

What causes me to worry? What drains my 
energy and consumes my time? Do I spend my 
time fulfilling God ’s purpose for my life or 

trying to fulfill some vague hidden expectations?

Love A Holy Command.indd   15 1/22/08   3:16:46 PM



Love: A Holy Command

16 

it is pAthetiC the number of people who are piously 

trying to make their poor human hearts love God! The 

Holy Spirit sheds abroad in my heart, not the power 

to love God, but the very nature of God; A saint is not 

a human being who is trying to be good, trying by ef-

fort and prayer and longing and obedience to attain as 

many saintly characteristics as possible; a saint is a be-

ing who has been re-created. “If any man is in Christ, 

he is a new creation.”BP

our notion of sacrifice is the wringing out of us 

something we don’t want to give up, full of pain and 

agony and distress. The Bible idea of sacrifice is that I 

give as a love-gift the very best thing I have.RTR

Reflection Questions

What unspoken fear or desire is keeping me 
from intimacy with God? What am I afraid 
God will ask of me? What am I afraid He 

will refuse to give to me?
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Love with all your HEART

When the holy spirit comes in, unbelief is turned 

out and the energy of God is put into us, and we are 

enabled to will and to do of His good pleasure. When 

the Holy Spirit comes in He sheds abroad the love of 

God in our hearts, so that we are able to show our fel-

lows the same love that God has shown to us. When 

the Holy Spirit comes in He makes us as “light,” and 

our righteousness will exceed the righteousness of the 

most moral upright natural man because the supernat-

ural has been made natural in us.BP

“perfeCt love CAsteth out feAr,” but to say 

“therefore will we not fear, though the earth be re-

moved,” is only possible when the love of God is hav-

ing its way.RTR

Reflection Questions

Is my life of faith more natural than 
supernatural ? Do I have the kind of fear that 
keeps me a “safe” distance from God or curled 

up in the safety of His love? 
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the servAnts of God in the Bible never stole hearts 

to themselves, but handed them over to God. It is not 

you who awakened that mighty desire in the heart; it 

is not you who called forth that longing in that spirit; it 

is God in you. Are you a servant of God? If that long-

ing, loving heart awakens and finds you instead of God, 

what a passion of despair will blight you with the curse 

of solitariness and silence!CD

it never Cost a disciple anything to follow Jesus; 

to talk about cost when you are in love with anyone 

is an insult. The point of suffering is that it costs other 

people—fathers, mothers, households; consequently 

we decline to go on, consideration for others causes 

us to hold back.SHL

Reflection Questions

Do I hide God in my heart? Or do I hide 
myself in God? Am I more interested in having 

people see Christ in me or of having them  
see God in Christ?
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