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S E S S I O N  4

Faith Alone

D A Y L I G H T  P R E V I E W

The Story of a Soldier

It was through the story of a Roman soldier—a centurion, in fact—that Paul 
was able to clarify his most important message of his book: Salvation by 
faith alone. For many Roman people and for far too many people down 
through the ages, getting to God has proved far more complicated than it 
needs to be. Jimmy DeYoung and Mart De Haan point this out as they share 
something that happened to the apostle Peter and the centurion. You’ll 
see salvation at work—and you’ll understand why Mart calls the gospel “A 
Divine Sea of Love.”

COME TOGETHER

Icebreaker Questions

1.  Do you enjoy learning about history? If so, how do you do that?

2.  What is the most memorable set of stairs you can remember climbing?

3.  How vividly do you remember your dreams? Any worth mentioning?
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F I N D I N G  D A Y L I G H T

Experience the Video

Feel free to jot down notes as you watch the presentation by Jimmy  DeYoung 
and Mart De Haan. Use the space below for those notes.

VIDEO NOTES

Temples in Rome

Working to please God

The Holy Stairs 

A message of faith alone

Peter and the centurion

A turning point
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What Cornelius heard

Romans, cults, and the good news

God’s extra provision

“A Divine Sea of Love”

W A L K I N G  I N  T H E  D A Y L I G H T 

Discussion Time

UNDERSTAND THE CULTURE 

Background Questions

1.  How did you feel as you watched people climbing the Scala Sancta 
in Rome—the stairs that, according to tradition, led to where Pontius 
Pilate met with Jesus? (The stairs were supposedly taken from Jerusa-
lem to Rome in the fourth century.)
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2.  How do people today, even within the church, still try to “climb to their 
eternal reward” by their own efforts? To what extent is that an issue in 
your own life?

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD

Discussion/Application Questions

1.  The book of Acts records a pivotal story about the apostle Peter and 
a Roman army officer stationed at Caesarea, the headquarters for 
the Roman forces occupying Palestine. Begin the story by reading 
Acts 10:1-8.

What kind of a person was Cornelius?

2.  As we see in Acts 10:9-20, Cornelius wasn’t the only person God was 
speaking to.

Why did Peter recoil at this vision?

3.  Going with the men sent by Cornelius, Peter traveled about thirty 
miles north of Joppa, where he was staying, to Caesarea. Cornelius 
was expecting him and had invited his relatives and close friends to 
come to his house. Acts 10:34-35 records Peter’s first words to this 
large gathering of people. 

What do these words addressed to Cornelius and the other Gentiles 
gathered at his house show about Peter’s change of heart?
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4. In Acts 10:36-43 Peter told the group about the good news of Jesus.

Although Cornelius tried to please God and live a good life, what did 
he still need? 

5.  Read Acts 10:44-48 to see what happened next.

Why would the response of these people be a turning point in the his-
tory of the New Testament?

6.  Mart De Haan points out that Cornelius was one of the first exam-
ples of a person who experienced, as a non-Jewish person, the truth 
of the message of probably the most important letter of the New 
Testament—Paul’s letter to the Romans. Read Romans 5:6-8.

How does Paul’s letter to the Romans, in passages like this, rein-
force the importance of Peter’s message as well as the response of his 
 listeners?

7.  Mart De Haan goes on to say, “Walking among Roman ruins here 
in Israel seems like such a tangible connection to the people and 
events of the New Testament. When Jesus was here, Caesar was 
law, Caesar was the power. Caesar held administrative control over 
this occupied land. Eventually Roman soldiers even executed Jesus in 
a most demeaning and agonizing manner—by crucifixion. But now, 
some two thousand years later, the Roman Empire is but a memory 
revived by shattered columns, broken idols, pottery shards washed 
by the Mediterranean here in Caesarea. Rome is dead, but Jesus is 



R O M A N S34

alive. And in the end, it’s not human power and effort to swim to 
God, but a ‘divine sea of love’ that reaches to us.”

Reflecting on your own life: How are you personally experiencing the 
reality that “Jesus is alive”?

D A Y L I G H T  O N  P R A Y E R

A Time to Share

1.  How has God’s “divine sea of love” touched your life? 

2.  How could you position yourself to be swept over by that sea of love in 
a fresh way?

3.  What prayer requests would you like to share with the group?

D A Y L I G H T  A H E A D

Ever find yourself in what appears to be the wrong place at the wrong time? 
That’s what seems to happen to Mart De Haan and Jimmy DeYoung in our 
next session as they visit a reenactment of drills by Roman soldiers—only 
to discover that they are far too close to the action. Join Mart and Jimmy 
as they teach us about the stoic virtues of the Roman Empire, as they point 
out the one important thing the Romans were missing—and as they dodge 
the swords!


