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Faith	Is	Believing

What	God	Says		

about	THE	WORLD
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Faith in God is a terrific venture in the dark; I have to 

believe that God is good in spite of all that contradicts 

it in my experience. It is not easy to say that God is love 

when everything that happens actually gives the lie to it. 

Everyone’s soul represents some kind of battlefield. The 

point for each one is whether we will hang in and say, 

“Though things look black, I will trust in God.”BFB

Faith is prayinG with our eyes on God, not on the 

difficulties.GW

Reflection Questions

When I am surrounded by darkness, do I 
see nothing or do I see God? Do I consider 

darkness an opportunity to rest or a reason to 
become restless? What good reason might God 

have for keeping me in the dark?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

some oF us are no good unless we are kept in the cir-

cumstances in which our convictions were formed, but 

God is constantly stirring up our nests so we may learn 

that a relationship with Christ is not altered in any cir-

cumstance. Logic or a vivid past experience can never 

take the place of personal faith in a personal God. It 

is easier to be true to a conviction formed in a vivid 

religious experience than to be true to Christ, because 

if I am true to Christ, my convictions will have to be 

altered.JER

never assume anythinG that has not been made 

yours by faith and the experience of life; it is presump-

tuous to do so. On the other hand, be ready to be con-

sidered foolish for proclaiming to others what is really 

yours.DI

Reflection Questions

Do I make it a practice to fit my experience 
into the context of God ’s revealed Word? Or do 
I try to fit God ’s revealed Word into the context 

of my experience?
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experience is a gateway, not an end. Beware of 

building your faith on experience. You can never give 

another person that which you have found, but you can 

make him long for what you have.MUHH

Be ruthless with yourself if you are given to talking 

about the experiences you have had. Faith that is sure 

of itself is not faith; faith that is sure of God is the only 

faith there is.MUHH

Reflection Questions

Do I live a spiritual life that causes others  
to want to know the God I love or do I lead  

a religious life that causes others  
to hate the God I follow?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

the Faith oF many really spiritual Christians is eclipsed 

today, and the reason it is eclipsed is that they tried to 

remain true and consistent to the narrow confines of 

their experience instead of getting out into the light of 

God.PH

in dealinG with the life of Abraham as the Father 

of the faithful neither faith nor common sense must be 

our guide, but God Who unites both in the test tube of 

personal experience. To be guided by common sense 

alone is fanatical, both common sense and faith have to 

be brought into relation to God.NKW

Reflection Questions

Do I consider experience to be a reward for 
faith or a means to faith? Do I consider 

behavior to be proof of faith or an expression of 
faith? Do I do good things to get God to love 
me or to show that I love Him? Which are 

more pleasing to God?
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isaiah called his people to exercise unshaken faith 

in God and in His deliverance, of which there seemed 

no likelihood. This profound truth runs all through God’s 

Word. It is not faith when you trust in what you see; faith 

is trusting in what you don’t see, hanging in to the God 

whose character you know though meantime there is 

no evidence that He is at work on your behalf.IS

when the Baptism of the Holy Ghost came upon 

the early disciples it made them the living epistles of 

what they taught, and it is to be the same with us. Je-

sus Christ is always infinitely mightier than our faith, 

mightier than our experience, but our experience will 

be along the line of the faith we have in Him.PF

Reflection Questions

What aspect of God ’s character is He proving 
to me in ways I cannot see? What is the 

invisible evidence of God ’s work in my life?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

we have no faith at all until it is proved through con-

flict. There are things in life that come out against our 

faith in God’s goodness and justice. Are we going to 

remain steadfast in our faith in God until we see all that 

contradicts our common sense transfigured into exactly 

what our faith believes it should be?HSGM

the Greatest demand God makes of us is to be-

lieve that He is righteous when everything that happens 

goes against that faith.GW

Reflection Questions

Do I claim to have faith in areas where I ’ ve 
never had reason to doubt? Is this true faith 
or just absence of doubt? Do I claim to be 

victorious in areas where I ’ ve never been tempted 
to sin? Is this righteousness or arrogance?
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the acts oF faith the writer of Hebrews refers to were 

not performed by astute-minded men and women who 

made defined statements about God. They were not 

tortured for convictions’ sake, but for the sake of their 

faith. And God is training us to do what they did—to live 

a life of tenacious hold upon God in spite of everything 

that happens.HSGM

many oF us have no faith in God at all, but only faith 

in what He has done for us, and when these things are 

not apparent we lose our faith and say, “Why should 

this happen to me?”BFB

Reflection Questions

Am I tied down by my faith in earthly 
convictions or set free from earthly conditions by 

faith in heavenly promises?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

the love oF God! We have turned our back on the 

ocean of it and are looking for it out over barren col-

orless hills. We need converting again—turning round, 

and there basks the ocean’s fullness, whose waves 

sparkle and ripple on fathomless deeps. We are too 

introspective today, we mourn and wonder, then, lifted 

on waves of feeling, we glow and say we love God. But 

again our feelings ebb and flow and we mourn. Chris-

tianity is not a thing of times and seasons, but of God 

and faith.LG

drink deep and full of the love of God and you will 

not demand the impossible from earth’s loves. Then the 

love of wife and child, of husband and friend, will grow 

holier and healthier and simpler and grander.LG

Reflection Questions

What am I trying to get from human 
relationships that only God can provide? What 
am I waiting for God to give me which He has 

not promised and which I have  
no right to expect?
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the averaGe view of Christianity—that we only need 

to have faith and we are saved—is a stumbling block. 

How many of us care anything about being witnesses 

to Jesus Christ? How many of us are willing to spend 

every ounce of energy we have, every bit of mental, 

moral, and spiritual life for Jesus Christ? God has left 

us on earth, what for? To be saved and sanctified; No, 

to be working for Him.AUG

spiritual Famine and dearth, if it does not start from 

sin, starts from dwelling entirely on the experience God 

gave me instead of on God who gave me the expe-

rience. When I plant my faith on the Lord Jesus my 

experiences don’t make me conscious of them, they 

produce in me the life of a child.DI

Reflection Questions

Am I a channel of God ’s blessing to others 
or only a consumer? Is God ’s goodness being 

multiplied and multiplied in my life or bidden, 
boarded, and devoured?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

we all have faith in good principles, in good man-

agement, in good common sense, but who among us 

has faith in Jesus Christ? Physical courage is grand, 

moral courage is grander, but the man who trusts Je-

sus Christ in the face of the terrific problems of life is 

worth a whole crowd of heroes.HG

in the Face of problems as they are, we see in Jesus 

Christ an exhibition of where our faith is to be placed—

in a God whose ways we do not understand.DI

Reflection Questions

Do I place more confidence in science than in 
Scripture? More trust in human legislation 
than in divine justice? More faith in good 

government than in a loving God?
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Jeremiah had to minister to a people who became 

worse and worse because he ministered to them. It is 

incorporated into us that we are to succeed for God. In 

the New Testament there is no such notion, only faith-

fulness to Jesus Christ. God has His own purposes 

which we do not know, and our purpose is to see that 

we remain steadfastly faithful to Him.JER

the only recoGnition you will have in the eyes of 

the world as My disciples, says Jesus, is that “you will 

be hated for My name’s sake.” That is why we need to 

be knit together with those of like faith; and that is the 

meaning of the Christian Church.AUG

Reflection Questions

Is it my habit to continue doing what I know 
is right even when I see no results from 

my efforts? Am I more likely to criticize or 
encourage others who are doing right but  

not yet reaping righteousness?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

every time you venture out in the life of faith, you will 

find something in your common-sense circumstances 

that flatly contradicts your faith. Common sense is not 

faith, and faith is not common sense; they stand in the 

relation of the natural and the spiritual. Can you trust 

Jesus Christ where your common sense contradicts 

Him?MUHH

whenever you meet with difficulties, whether they 

are intellectual, circumstantial, or physical, remain loyal 

to God. Don’t compromise. If you do, everyone around 

you will suffer from your faithlessness, because you 

are disloyal to Jesus Christ and His way of looking at 

things.PH

Reflection Questions

How often do I stop to think that what seems 
normal is not necessarily good? How often do 
I consider that the “sensible” thing to do is not 

always the right thing?
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darkness comes By the sovereignty of God. Are we 

prepared to let God do as He likes with us—prepared 

to be separated from conscious blessings? Until Jesus 

Christ is Lord, we all have ends of our own to serve. Our 

faith is real, but it is not yet permanent. God is never in 

a hurry; if we wait, we shall see that God is pointing out 

that we have not been interested in Himself, but only in 

His blessings.MUHH

treasure in heaven is faith that has been tried (see 

Revelation 3:18). When we begin to have fellowship 

with Jesus, immediately we have to live the life of faith 

at all costs; it may be bitter to begin with, but after-

wards it is ineffably and indescribably sweet.IYWB

Reflection Questions

Am I more interested in what God can do for 
me than what He wants to do in me? Do I 

believe that God can change bitter circumstances 
into sweet blessing? Am I willing to let Him?
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What God Says about THE	WORLD

a man oF faith can go through tribulations which 

make you hold your breath as you watch him, he goes 

through things that would knock the wits out of us and 

make us give way to blasphemy and whimperings. He 

is not blind or insensitive, yet he goes through in mar-

velous triumph. What accounts for it? One thing only, 

the fact that behind it all is the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.SHL

you can shut the mouth of the man who has faith in 

God, but you cannot get away from the fact that he is 

being kept by God.SHL

Reflection Questions

In times of trouble do I open my mouth 
to complain or keep it shut to express my 

confidence in God? Do I trust God to sustain 
me through times of trouble or do I only expect 

Him to get me out of trouble?
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experience is never the ground of my faith, experi-

ence is the evidence of my faith. Many of us have had a 

marvelous experience of deliverance from sin and of the 

baptism of the Holy Ghost, a real experience whereby 

we prove to our amazement every day that God has 

delivered us. Then comes the danger that we pin our 

faith to our experience instead of to Jesus Christ, and if 

we do, faith becomes distorted.PF

iF our Faith is not living and active it is because we 

need reviving; we have a faith that is limited by certain 

doctrines instead of being “the faith of God.”PF

Reflection Questions

Do I proclaim by my life, my thinking, and 
my faith in God that Jesus Christ is sufficient 

for every problem life can present and that 
there is no force too great for Him to cope  

with and overcome?



25 

What God Says about THE	WORLD

most oF us get touchy with God when He does not 

back up our beliefs. Many of us, having lost our form of 

belief in God, imagine that we have thereby lost God, 

whereas we are in the throes of a conflict which ought 

to give birth to a realization of God more fundamental 

than any statement of belief.BFB

never Be aFraid if your circumstances dispute what 

you have been taught about God, be willing to examine 

what you have been taught. To many, God is merely a 

theological statement, so when our religious forms of 

belief are swept away for a while, we say, “I have lost 

my faith in God.” What has really happened is that we 

have lost faith in our statement of God, and we are on 

the way to finding God Himself.BFB

Reflection Questions

When my circumstances contradict my 
understanding of God do I pull away from 

Him in anger or move toward Him in eagerness 
to learn something new?
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how much oF our security and peace is the outcome 

of the civilized life we live, and how much is built up in 

faith in God?JER

every time you venture out on the life of faith, you 

will come across something which seems to contra-

dict what your faith in God says you should believe. 

Go through this trial of faith and lay up your confidence 

in God, not in your common sense, and you will gain 

much wealth in your heavenly account. The more you 

go through the trial of faith, the wealthier you will be-

come in the heavenly regions.SSM

Reflection Questions

When I watch soldiers march off to war and see 
nations fighting for power, I wonder . . . Do 
I have more confidence in military might than 
in the mighty power of God? Would I be as 
confident about my faith if I lived in a nation 

that had fewer weapons and a weaker military?


