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Tennessee became the 16th state to form a state legislative sportsmen’s caucus under the
National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucus (NASC) umbrella in 2004, and since its
inception, the Tennessee Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus has been the leading voice for
sportsmen and women in the Tennessee General Assembly. The bicameral and bipartisan
Caucus has more than 40 members hailing from all corners of the Volunteer State.
Senator Mike Bell provides national leadership on sportsmen's issues through his service
on the NASC Executive Council .   The Caucus hosts events each year, including a Dove
Hunt and Wild Game Dinner, that help educate Caucus members about important
sportsmen’s issues and facilitate interaction with the Tennessee sportsmen’s community.
The Caucus works closely with a range of conservation partners to protect and advance
Tennessee's sporting traditions.  
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The Caucus has been instrumental over the years defeating bills that would have negatively impacted
sporting dog owners and trappers as well as leading efforts to prohibit drones from interfering with
hunters and anglers and allowing firearm carry permit holders to possess a firearm in a refuge, public
hunting areas, or a Wildlife Management Area.
Caucus Co-Chair Senator Mike Bell was appointed to the Asian Carp Advisory Commission by Governors
Sportsmen's Caucus Member Governor Bill Lee in 2020.
Caucus leadership-sponsored legislation (SB 454) was signed into law in 2017 protecting conservation
funding by requiring the state fish and wildlife agency to be reimbursed by the state for free or partially
discounted combination hunting and fishing licenses.

Policy Highlights

In 2021, $60.96 million generated for conservation funding through the American System of
Conservation.
Tennessee's sportsmen and women support more than 26,389 jobs and contribute $2.9 billion to the
state's economy.

Economic Impact and Conservation Funding
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