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Sharing in Suffering 

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:12-19 (NLT) 

3 KINDS OF SUFFERING: 

1. Common suffering- because I am a human being 

2. Carnal suffering- because I sin 

3. Christian suffering- because I am a believer 

 
IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING, I MUST… 

• Recognize it's bound to happen.  
(1 Peter 4:12; John 15:20; Ephesians 6:12) 

• Rejoice when it does happen.  
(1 Peter 4:13a) 

• Remember the reward I'll receive.  
(1 Peter 4:14; 2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 8:17) 

• Refuse to be ashamed.  
(1 Peter 4:16; Matthew 5:10) 

• Remain faithful to God. 
(1 Peter 4:19) 

 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes…” Romans 1:16a (ESV) 



Homegroup & Personal Study Questions 

Teaching Text: 1 Peter 4:12-19 

1. We learned of three types of suffering in today’s teaching. Common 
suffering—because I’m a human being; Carnal suffering—because I 
sin; Christian suffering—because I am a believer. Can you illustrate 
examples of each from your personal life experience? 

2. Peter instructs us to not only expect difficult trials (suffering), but 
informs us that we should rejoice and be glad! How realistic is this to 
you? How can you rejoice in the midst of suffering? Can you provide 
examples? 

3. Believers are further informed that it is a privilege to suffer for the 
name of Christ Jesus. We often refer to a life without suffering and 
difficulty as “blessed”; do you think these ideas contradict one 
another? Share your thoughts. 

4. What do you think Peter means when he writes, “The time has come 
for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household”? (1 Peter 
4:17) 

5. Our teaching text ends with the following encouragement: “If you 
are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep doing what is right, 
and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail 
you” (1 Peter 4:19, NLT). When you are in the midst of a trial or 
suffering, does it feel like God has failed you? How can you remind 
yourself that God is with you and your suffering may not be a result 
of something you or someone has specifically orchestrated? 


