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1. We are beginning a series to explore the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:2223). As we enter the series, consider each week how God might be working
in your life to “grow” the particular “fruit” (love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) in your life.
Are you surrendered fully and obedient to God in this process? Where might
you identify what and where God is specifically working to form you in this
season of your life? Explain.
2. Can you identify, from the various Fruit, where you struggle the most? Can
you explain why you struggle? How might you partner with God to grow
more gracefully in this particular area? Can you list specific disciplines that
might help you in your process? Who can you enlist to help you in the
process?
3. Pastor Bill spoke to us about abiding in Jesus. What does this mean to you?
How do we abide and what does this look like in our day-to-day living
(discuss how this works in family, with friends, in the workplace).
4. The passage about “abiding” came from the Gospel of John (John 15:4-11).
Read this passage and write down the most prominent thought or word that
“jumps” out to you. What is special about this thought or word? What do
you think God the Holy Spirit is trying to reveal or speak to you about the
word/thought? How would you respond to God about this word/thought?
5. Pastor Bill emphasized two main points in this teaching from John’s Gospel.
He mentioned thoughts about “joy” and specific thoughts about “peace.”
How do you think joy and peace were understood by Jesus when He was
talking to His disciples in this conversation from John’s Gospel? Do you
experience the joy and peace that Jesus was describing? He says, He (Jesus)
desires our “joy might be complete” and “I leave you peace.” If you
experience Jesus’ joy and peace, how would you describe this “state of being”
to a non-Christian friend?
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