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ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 

Hotel on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, begin-

ning no earlier than 10:00 a.m. It will fol-

low the Delegate Forum which will begin 

at 9:00 a.m.

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS 

Dr. Yves Belmont, Oxford, GA, 

Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia

Michelle Brislin, Scranton, PA, 

Chihuahua Club of America 

Brenda Dorman, Norfolk, VA,  

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club USA

Sue Goldberg, Warren, NJ,  

Lewiston-Auburn Kennel Club

Christine M. Gonsalves, Acushnet, MA, 

Wampanoag Kennel Club

Marlene Groves, Kiowa, CO,  

Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado

Joao Machado, Humble, TX,  

Oakland Dog Training Club

Sandra McCue, Antelope, CA  

Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore

D. Scott Pfeil, Ingleside, IL,

International Kennel Club of Chicago

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178

Raleigh, NC Customer Call Center�����������������������������������������������������(919) 233-9767
New York, NY Office��������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8200
Fax��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
Website������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ www.akc.org

TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

CARL HOLDER
VINCENT INDEGLIA
LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG 
President 

Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

Click here to read the 
April 2024 issue!

http://www.unknown.com
https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/AKC-Gazette-April-2024.pdf
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Sue Ratz, Pennsburg, PA,  
Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club 
Marty Smith, Bordentown, NJ,  
Trenton Kennel Club
Robin Stansell, Clayton, NC 
French Bulldog Club of America
Cledith Wakefield, Leadington, MO, 
Jefferson County Kennel Club of Missouri
Dorinne Waterman, Perris, CA, 
San Gabriel Valley Kennel Club

NOTICE
At its February 2024 meeting, the 

American Kennel Club Board of Directors 
suspended the judging privileges of Iva 
Kimmelman for a period three (3) months 
effective March 14, 2024, and imposed a 
fine of $100.00 for Inappropriate com-
ments on social media/public forums pro-
moting or criticizing dogs or individuals, 
or that bring embarrassment to the AKC.

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands 
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should 
be noted that this determination may still 
be appealed and may be reversed.  Upon 
expiration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the 
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear 
in this column:	

Ms. Hunter Crawford (Spring Lake, NC)
 

 NOTICE
Mr. Michael Mayhew (Orlando, FL). 

Action was taken by the Space Coast 
Kennel Club of Palm Bay for conduct 
at its November 5, 2023 event.  Mr. 
Mayhew was charged with inappropri-
ate,+ abusive, or foul language.  The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a one-month event suspension and a $500 
fine. (Multiple Breeds)

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
CHARTER AND BYLAWS OF THE 
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC. – ARTICLE 
VII, SECTION 1

The AKC Board has endorsed the 
following amendment to Article VII, 
Section 1, of the Charter and Bylaws 
of The American Kennel Club, Inc., 
proposed by the Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club. This will be voted on at the 
June 11, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

ARTICLE VII
SECTION 1. The AKC shall be gov-
erned by a Board of Directors consisting 
of thirteen (13) voting members, all of 
whom must be Delegates, except as pro-
vided for in Section 3 of this Article. The 
Board shall be elected as follows:

At each annual meeting the Delegates 
shall elect Directors from the list of can-
didates nominated as provided in Article 
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VIII of these Bylaws. The thirteen voting 
Directors shall be divided into four classes 
of three (3), three (3), three (3), and four 
(4) members. Such Directors to hold 
office for four (4) years or until their suc-
cessors are elected. At each annual meet-
ing the Delegates shall elect such other 
Director or Directors as shall be required 
to fill the place of any Director who has 
died or resigned before the expiration of 
the term for which he or she was elected. 

Excluding the President, who serves as 
a non-voting member, no members of the 
Board of Directors may be employed by 
the AKC nor may they receive remunera-
tion from the AKC on a consulting or con-
tract basis. 

Excluding the President, no members 
of the Board of Directors are eligible for 
employment by the AKC or any AKC divi-
sion or subsidiary for a period of twelve 
months from the date when they last served 
on the Board, nor may they receive remu-
neration from the AKC on a contract or 
consulting basis for a period of twelve 
months from the date when they last served 
on the Board. The President shall serve on 
the Board as an ex officio non-voting mem-
ber during his/her tenure as President.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURE FOR POINTING BREEDS – 
CHAPTER 14, NEW SECTION 36

The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to Chapter 14, New 
Section 36, of the Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedure for Pointing 
Breeds, proposed by the English Setter 
Association of America. This will be voted 
on at the June 11, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

Chapter 14. National Championship 
Events 
Section 36. (New Section) A National 
Walking Gun Dog Championship for 
English Setters may be held not more than 
once in any calendar year.  The stake must 
be held or sponsored by the Parent Club 
and must be designated a walking stake. 
The event shall be for dogs over six (6) 
months of age. The ESAA may develop 
entry qualifications that exceed the 
AKC minimum standard for a National 
Championship.  Dogs placing in this 
stake shall be credited with championship 
points in accord with the schedule for 
Field Championships and the winner shall 
be entitled to the designation “National 
Walking Gun Dog Champion of 20__.” 
(NWGDC)

This addition will be retroactive back to 
November 2023 in order to acknowledge a 
Walking Championship stake held by the 
Parent Club.   

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-
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sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants should 
be addressed to the Companion Events 
Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be made 
available, upon request, to the judge or 
judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
Directory. Please notify Judging Operations 
by email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mrs. Erica Cross (111383) DE

(817) 914-4452
ilvolarespinoni@yahoo.com

Clumber Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, Basset 
Hounds, Chihuahuas, Dalmatians

Mrs. Marie Glodowski (114409) MI
(734) 626-3131
ishowdogs@hotmail.com
Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Marta E. Housley (114853) CO
(303) 522-5732
housley.me@aol.com
Chihuahuas, Tibetan Spaniels

Ms. Dawn Marie Nacey (98878) IL
(815) 218-8765
dawnnacey@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers

Mr. David Roberts (110787) NC
(919) 637-1003
droberts6559@yahoo.com
Cocker Spaniels, Bichons Frises, JS-Limited

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mr. James S. Albrecht (100017) MA

(603) 770-6933
nhbriard@aol.com
Bulldogs, Chow Chows, Finnish Spitz, 
Lowchen, Norwegian Lundehunds, 
Tibetan Terriers

Ms. Anne Barlow (18397) TX
(512) 423-4500
anne78736@yahoo.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Flat Coated 
Retrievers, Irish Setters, Wirehaired Point-
ing Griffons

Mrs. Shilon L. Bedford (15789) MN
(952) 215-2286
shilonbedford@gmail.com

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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American Eskimo Dogs, Finnish Spitz, 
Keeshonden, Shiba Inu

Mrs. Jennifer U. Bell (109179) LA
(225) 933-6132
mystang50@yahoo.com
Black Russian Terriers, Cane Corsos, 
Dogo Argentinos, Siberian Huskies, Stan-
dard Schnauzers

Ms. Janet Bodin (101381) WI
(414) 614-7822
jbodin@wi.rr.com
Great Pyrenees, Old English Sheepdogs

Mr. Philip R. Briasco (66406) FL
(352) 427-6992
aranisle@cfl.rr.com
Labrador Retrievers, Rottweilers

Mrs. Anna May Fleischli Brown 
(6300) IL

(217) 415-2176
stedelweis@aol.com
Brussels Griffons, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Japanese Chins, Pomeranians, 
Pugs

Kathy Bube (37916) IN
(812) 736-0563
kbbube@gmail.com
Chow Chows

Mrs. Christine E. Calcinari (7041) NH
(603) 205-7909
belhaven.nh@icloud.com
Biewer Terriers, Brussels Griffons, Chi-
nese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, Pugs

Mr. Lloyd Constantine-Amodei 
(95053) FL

(215) 570-6674

ljamodei@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Dandie Din-
mont Terriers, Lakeland Terriers

Dr. Lisa M. Costello (101255) CO
(630) 625-2019
mtncow100@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Bedlington Terriers, Glen of 
Imaal Terriers, Irish Terriers, Scottish Ter-
riers, Skye Terriers

Mr. Justin Dannenbring (46593) MT
(951) 733-1618
orionkennelsofca@aol.com
Dachshunds

Ms. Denise Dean (7044) AZ
(626) 241-6733
dean7044@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Manchester Terri-
ers, Shih Tzu, Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Ter-
riers, Yorkshire Terriers)

Debra Ferguson-Jones (95483) WA
(425) 228-9750
debrafergusonjones@gmail.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Ger-
man Wirehaired Pointers, Curly-Coated 
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retrievers, English Setters, 
Gordon Setters, American Water Spaniels, 
Boykin Spaniels, English Cocker Spaniels, 
Irish Water Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani

Mr. Nicholas Frost (6726) NC
(828) 691-3175
dehra@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless 
Terriers, Border Terriers, Smooth Fox 
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Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers, Norwich 
Terriers, Rat Terriers, Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers

Ms. Linda George (100634) WI
(414) 530-4783
ouachitah@aol.com
Brussels Griffons, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Pugs

Mr. Neal Goodwin (45218) CT
(626) 327-2311
doggone1@mindspring.com
Pointers, German Wirehaired Pointers, 
Cocker Spaniels

Marlene Groves (108243) CO
(303) 621-1111
marlene@buffalogroves.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Irish Wolf-
hounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Whippets

Ms. Dawn Hitchcock (100299) SC
(864) 238-2742
bubblezsc@hotmail.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless 
Terriers, Australian Terriers, Dandie 
Dinmont Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, 
Miniature Schnauzers, Rat Terriers, Scot-
tish Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mr. Fred Hyer (94219) MI
(616) 874-3647
fred@hyerluv.com
Afghan Hounds, Basset Hounds, Beagles, 
Greyhounds, Harriers, Pharaoh Hounds, 
Scottish Deerhounds

Mr. Mark Francis Jaeger (6583) MI
(517) 351-0412
mark@markfrancisjaeger.com
Maltese

Mrs. Elaine J. Lessig (7626) NJ
(908) 568-5155
melessig@att.net
Tibetan Mastiffs

Mr. Neil McDevitt (91600) OH
(937) 371-8249
nmcdevitt1@woh.rr.com
Barbets, Bracci Italiani, Lagotti Romag-
noli, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas

Ms. Sandra Moore (40375) TN
(931) 867-8102
avalonborzoi@benlomand.net
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs

Laura Munro (101581) CA
(916) 768-5175
laura@daneaffaire.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs

Mrs. Linda Riedel (2775) WA
(509) 547-4823
ramblewood.ess@gmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(Bichons Frises, Cotons du Tulear)

Mr. Jeffrey Paul Ryman (93219) WA
(425) 876-2213
jeff_ryman@hotmail.com
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Cardi-
gan Welsh Corgis, Mudik, Old English Sheep-
dogs, Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Thomas Schonberger (107485) AK
(907) 529-6693
yogi@mtaonline.net
Cane Corsos, German Pinschers, Mas-
tiffs, Portuguese Water Dogs, Standard 
Schnauzers
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Dr. Jerry Sulewski (93475) WI

(920) 833-2242
collieknutt@yahoo.com
Samoyeds

Mrs. Cathine E. Urner (107392) PA
(484) 252-9263
cat@voncharmdanes.com
French Bulldogs

Dr. Jill Warren (94859) NM
(505) 670-5590
esthete.es@comcast.net
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas

Claire Wisch Abraham (100709) VA
(571) 318-2768
outlawgwp@aol.com
Affenpinschers, Biewer Terriers, Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas, 
English Toy Spaniels, Poodles

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING  
APPLICANTS
Mr. Abimael Arroyo (114893) AZ

(520) 339-3398
blancax6@icloud.com

Mrs. Shawna Darlene Arroyo 
(114879) AZ

(520) 440-8400
sublimebulldogs@msn.com

Miss Camila Granata Rosental 
(114881) Argentina

camilagranata@gmail.com
Mrs. Beverly Hofschulte (114897) MN

(507) 272-4162
madeecavaliers@gmail.com

Ms. Kristen (Kris) Hurley (115021) OK
(405) 245-2107
dancingbeagle@gmail.com

Mr. Celso Schneider (114851) IL
(312) 843-3321
celsoschneider@mac.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been approved 

on a Permit basis for the designated breeds 
in accordance with the current judging 
approval process. They may now accept 
assignments and the fancy may still offer 
comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Dr. Yves Belmont (112207) GA

(678) 521-5601
akc.yvesbelmont@gmail.com
Neapolitan Mastiffs

Dr. Jennie Chen (114233) MN
(512) 659-9190
jennie@romanreign.com
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, Lowchen, 
JS

Mr.  Joshua Faulkner (113973) NY
(631) 680-7347
lahistoriadogo@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, JS-Limited

Mrs. Christine Goodin (113467) VA
(804) 310-5203
deelittlepoms@aol.com
Pomeranians

Mrs. Brandy Greenhagen (113965) CO
(970) 371-4261
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brandygreenhagen@comcast.net
Australian Shepherds, JS

Deb Lesslie (111453) WI
(651) 271-5438
dl920@millerbull.com
Bulldogs

Ms. Cynthia Neet (114109) CA
(760) 702-2440
cynthia@neetdanes.com
Great Danes, JS-Limited

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. James R. Davis (111469) MA

(774) 219-1530
epiccockerspaniels@gmail.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Boykin 
Spaniels, English Cocker Spaniels, English 
Springer Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels

Ms. Karen Dumke (7168) WI
(920) 279-4519
karenadumke@gmail.com
Manchester Terriers, Norwich Terriers, 
Welsh Terriers

Ms. Mary Lynne Elliott (100062) CO
(720) 289-2517
ml@vedauwoorr.com
American English Coonhounds, Bluetick 
Coonhounds, English Foxhounds, Harri-
ers, Redbone Coonhounds, Treeing Walk-
er Coonhounds

Ms. Marie Ann Falconer (51642) TN
(413) 433-6474
mylaone10@aol.com
Afghan Hounds, Basset Hounds, West 
Highland White Terriers

Ms. Grace Fritz (21887) KS
(913) 706-5365
fritzgm77@gmail.com
Bloodhounds, English Foxhounds, Salukis, 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papillons

Mrs. Junko Guichon (111435) VA
(540) 247-1121
junko@guichonchi.com
Affenpinschers, Chinese Cresteds, Papil-
lons

Krista Hansen (95865) NY
(585) 457-7106
camlochcollies@aol.com
Basset Hounds, Bloodhounds, Boxers

Cynthia Hutt (95461) CO
(720) 933-8328
lapicfern@gmail.com
Balance of Working Group (Boxers, Cane 
Corsos, Chinooks, Great Danes, New-
foundlands)

Mrs. Pat M. Jenkins (99451) UT
(435) 770-0334
pmj16@msn.com
Boston Terriers, Chinese Shar-Pei, French 
Bulldogs, Keeshonden, Lhasa Apsos, Poo-
dles, Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels

Mr. David L. Kittredge (7016) NY
(585) 279-9718
orangie@rochester.rr.com
Scottish Terriers

Pamela S. Lambie (96227) AZ
(760) 272-0625
pam@pamlambie.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, German Pin-
schers, Great Pyrenees, Kuvaszok, New-
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foundlands, Portuguese Water Dogs

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
Barbets, Pointers, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX
(832) 339-6926
joao.machadotx@gmail.com
Bedlington Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, 
Norfolk Terriers, Rat Terriers, Lhasa 
Apsos

Mr. John Mayhall (101705) OR
(928) 970-0969
mtndogsrule@live.com
Afghan Hounds, Greyhounds, Harriers, 
Pharaoh Hounds, Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Debbie L. Melgreen (98655) IL
(309) 358-1233
melridge@mymctc.net
Balance of Hound Group (Afghan 
Hounds, American Foxhounds, Basenjis, 
Basset Hounds, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Et-
na, English Foxhounds, Grand Bassets 
Griffons Vendeens, Greyhounds, Harriers, 
Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Plott 
Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, Saluki, 
Sloughi, Treeing Walker Coonhounds, 
Whippets)

Mr. Brian Meyer (15140) IL
(815) 985-0912
bckennel@aol.com
Balance of Terrier Group (American 
Staffordshire Terriers, Australian Terriers, 
Border Terriers, Bull Terriers, Kerry Blue 

Terriers, Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell 
Terriers, Skye Terriers)

Mr. Gary L. Myers (96615) CA
(619) 992-4393
webe_gm@yahoo.com
Bedlington Terriers,  Sealyham Terriers

Ms. Lew Olson (24173) AR
(713)303-5639
lewolson@earthlink.net
Australian Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry 
Blue Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, Parson 
Russell Terriers, Skye Terriers, West High-
land White Terriers

Mrs. Betsey Orman (99925) WI
(847) 778-7661
brambliepup@gmail.com
Mudik, Spanish Water Dogs, Swedish 
Vallhunds

Dr. Valeria Rickard (92450) VA
(703) 919-8753
vrickard@jovalairedales.com
Bracci Italiani, Brittanys, Nederlandse 
Kooikerhondjes, Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers, Flat Coated Retrievers, Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retrievers, Clumber Span-
iels, Cocker Spaniels, English Cocker 
Spaniels, English Springer Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Weimaraners

Ms. Dani Rosenberry (104224) PA
(814) 943-3511
edanhill@aol.com
Manchester Terriers, Shih Tzu, Yorkshire 
Terriers

Mrs. Diana L. Skibinski (7258) IN
(219) 776-8746
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skibinski1@aol.com
Balance of the Toy Group (Affenpinschers, 
Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Italian Grey-
hounds, Miniature Pinschers, Pekingese, 
Russian Toys, Yorkshire Terriers)

Mr. Jon Titus Steele (55162) IN
(989) 860-9677
jonauroral@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dogs, Lancashire 
Heelers, Miniature American Shepherds

Ms. Jan A. Sutherland (97231) CA
(213) 819-6218
moonrysn@hotmail.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Pointers, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, 
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons

Sherry Webster (6863) TN
(901) 289-6239
swakc3@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas, 
Chinese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Japanese Chins, Maltese, Papillons, Pom-
eranians, Shih Tzu, Yorkshire Terriers

Ms. Erika Wyatt (107433) IL
(708) 612-3647
erika@sloughi.us
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, Grand Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds

BEST IN SHOW
The following persons, having success-

fully completed the required Group 
Assignments in the first Variety Group for 
which they were approved, have been 
added to the list of  judges eligible for 
approval to judge Best In Show.

Ms. Debra Davis (25320) MI
(248) 515-2290
emislsdavis@gmail.com

Ms. Denise Flaim (100561) NY
(516) 509-5214
denise@revodanapublishing.com

Mr. Glen Lajeski (75929) CA
(707) 318-1038
glen@srsranch.com

REINSTATED JUDGE
The Judging eligibility of the following 
person has been reinstated.

Ms. Kathryn L. Schwabe (51893) NC
(610) 698-6108
kathryn.schwabe@yahoo.com
Cardigan Welsh Corgis, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis, JS

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mrs. Susan M. Carr
Mr. Larry E. Dewey
Maureen Peteler 

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGES
Ms. Barbara Kenealy
Mrs. Judy Mears

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Howard Atlee
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Mr. Thomas J. Feneis, Jr.
Jack G. Smith
 

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED OBEDIENCE/
RALLY/TRACKING 

 The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments and 
their names have been added to the list of 
regular approved judges for the class 
indicated.
Carol Riback (38718) NV

(925) 639-6267
criback@gmail.com
Obedience – Utility 

Jill Lowry (107353) KY
(502) 671-9966
judgejilllowry@gmail.com
Rally – All 

Kayelene Hawthorne (108326) CA
(949) 246-3114
tutu619@yahoo.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

Reegan Ray (102663) CA
(619) 855-7387
rreegan@aol.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.

Dr. Susan Sachiko Yonemura 
(113357) CO

(970) 988-8197
susan.yonemura@gmail.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

Tricia Boychuk (113295) FL
(561) 246-2452
tbesquire1@gmail.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club.
COLDWIND-Siberian Huskies- Wendy 
Heider
CROWN O’CURLS- Tsvetnaya Bolonka- 
Catherine M. Woods
DACKELBROOK-Dachshunds- Laurie 
Ermentrout
FIREWATER’S- Labrador Retrievers- 
LaDanna K. Bostwick
INTUITION-Shih Tzu- Kristie L. Miller 
& Rocky Miller
HIGHLAND DOWNS- Parson Russell 
Terriers-Rita C. Ford
KALAHARI-Leonbergers- Julia Brady
MARTONE EDEN- Norfolk Terri-
ers-Mary J. Sweany & Tony R. Sweany
M.N.M. -Bulldogs-  Lori A. Mendygral
NORTH FORK-Malissa Mellen
PAGEANTRY-Poodles- Chrystal R. 
Striegel
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SHAKERS-German Shepherd Dogs-Betty 
J. McDermott
SPIEGELHOF-German Shepherd Dogs & 
Rottweilers- Sandy Akhtar
SZEGI HAUS-German Shepherd Dogs- 
Geneveieve P. Scegi & Alexandra L. Szegi
TIER 1-Staffordshire Bull Terriers-Dr. 
Keith Nichols & Angela D. Nichols
VALOR-Bernese Mountain Dogs-Victoria 
Pinkas

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
BRIARKEEP- Border Terriers- Cynthia 
Nichols & Laura N. Hooser 
D’EL PRADO- Chihuahuas- Aroldo Her-
nandez Gutierrez
FULL MOON- Schipperkes- Kristin L. 
Morrison
FIREANDICE- Pomeranians- Karin L. 
Byrne
GRAND PRIX-Belgian Malinois- Andrea 
Gumrich
JET STAFF- Staffordshire Bull Terriers- 
Monique P. Blackston
JOMAR- Labrador Retrievers- Jodi M. 
Lopesilvero
MAJIME- Italian Greyhounds- Candace 
Laybourn-Morris
MERAKI-Italian Greyhounds-Cynthianna 
Cass
MERAKI- Whippets- Cynthianna Cass

MOSAIC-Miniature American Shep-
herds- Leah A. Scott
SPREZZATURA- Great Danes- Chris-
tine L. Spero
UPLAND NORTH- English Springer 
Spaniels- Karen L. Osnoe & Lee W. Osnoe
VENI.VIDI.VICI- Cane Corso- Elyse I. 
Struckman
WENRICK-Shih Tzu- Wendy L. Paquette 
& Jody L. Paquette
WENRICK -Whippets- Wendy L. 
Paquette & Jody L. Paquette
WOODLYNN- Dachshunds- Carolyn 
Knox
XCALIBUR-Bernese Mountain Dogs- 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF  
THE DELEGATES OF

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
MARCH 12, 2024

Dennis B. Sprung, President
PRESENT 316

Affenpinscher Club of America—Letisha 
De La Torre
Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—
Ms. Constance Butherus
Alaskan Malamute Club of America, 
Inc.—Kate McCallum
Albany Kennel Club, Inc.—Corey Heenan
American Belgian Malinois Club—Carol 
J. Shields
American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc.—
Teresa Nash
American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou 
Olszewski
American Bouvier des Flandres Club, 
Inc.—Patte Klecan
American Boxer Club, Inc.—Sharon Steckler
American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terry 
Hilliard
American Bullmastiff Association, Inc.—
Howard Gussis
American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club, Inc.—Claire Parker

American Cesky Terrier Fanciers Associa-
tion, Inc.—Mr. Brian P. Meindl
American Chesapeake Club—Heidi Hen-
ningson
American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark
American Foxhound Club, Inc—Harry 
Miller
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.—Don 
Hanson
American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms. 
Sandy Bingham-Porter
American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman
American Miniature Schnauzer Club, 
Inc.—Barbara Donahue
American Pointer Club, Inc.—Mr. Danny 
D. Seymour
American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G. 
Piusz
American Sealyham Terrier Club—Barba-
ra Shapiro
American Shetland Sheepdog Associa-
tion—Marjorie Tuff
American Shih Tzu Club, Inc.—Mark S. 
Stempel
American Whippet Club, Inc.—Karen B. Lee
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 
Association—Cindy Grodkiewicz
Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of Ameri-
ca—Edward Collins
Anderson Kennel Club—Laura A. Rock-
well
Anderson Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample
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Ann Arbor Kennel Club, Inc.—Anne R. 
Palmer
Arrowhead Kennel Club—Deb Phillips
Asheville Kennel Club, Inc.—Corie Haylett
Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A. 
LaBerge
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc.—Catherine 
Iacopelli
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland
Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen
Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C. 
Campbell
Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie 
Campbell
Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 
Norine E. Noonan
Beaumont Kennel Club, Inc.—Carl Holder
Beaver County Kennel Club, Inc.—Phyllis 
Belcastro
Bedlington Terrier Club of America—
Howard Solomon
Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, Inc.—
Mary G. Buckwalter
Bell Vernon Kennel Association, Inc.—
Mike Kriegel
Belle-City Kennel Club, Inc.—Carole A. 
Wilson
Berks County Kennel Club, Inc.—Kath-
leen Kurtz
Bichon Frise Club of America, Inc.—
Mayno Blanding

Birmingham Kennel Club, Inc.—Martha 
Griffin
Black Russian Terrier Club of America—
Susan Sholar
Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence 
G. Hlatky
Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid
Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa Sama-
rotto
Brookhaven Kennel Club, Inc.—Marie A. 
Fiore
Bryn Mawr Kennel Club—Victoria Glick-
stein
Bull Terrier Club of America—Jane Messi-
neo Lindquist
Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Mr. Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.
Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—Barba-
ra Ioia
Cairn Terrier Club of America—Pam 
Davis
Cambridge Minnesota Kennel Club—
Theresa Goiffon
Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S. 
Rosman
Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. 
Sophia Kaluzniacki
Capital Dog Training Club of Washington, 
D.C., Inc.—Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America, 
Inc.—David McDonald
Carroll Kennel Club—Mrs. Rachann E. 
Mayer
Catoctin Kennel Club—Joseph Fitzgerald
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Catonsville Kennel Club—Beverly A. 
Drake
Cedar Rapids Kennel Association, Inc.—
Robert E. Tainsh, M.D.
Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club—Jason Hoke
Champlain Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
John E. Cornell
Channel City Kennel Club, Inc.—Anita R. 
O’Berg
Charleston Kennel Club—Terri Hallman
Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—
Marge B. Calltharp
Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret DiCorleto
Clackamas Kennel Club—Tami Worley
Classic Toy Dog Club of  Western Massa-
chusetts—Dr. Stephen Lawrence
Clearwater Kennel Club—Daniel T. Stolz
Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Marjorie Underwood
Clumber Spaniel Club of America, Inc.—
Kelly E. Lease
Colorado Springs Kennel Club—Douglas 
Johnson
Columbia Kennel Club, Inc.—Nili Young
Columbia Terrier Association of Mary-
land—Leslie A. Jaseph
Conroe Kennel Club—Jane Bates
Cudahy Kennel Club—Mr. Don H. Adams
Dachshund Club of America, Inc.—Larry 
Sorenson
Dalmatian Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 
Charles Garvin
Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club—Stephanie 
A. Crawford

Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club—Dr. A. 
D. Butherus
Doberman Pinscher Club of America—
Glen Lajeski
Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon, 
Inc.—Mrs. Patti L. Strand
Dog Owners’ Training Club of Maryland, 
Inc.—Margaret Kudirka
Dogue de Bordeaux Society of America—
Victor Smith
Durango Kennel Club—Donald E. 
Schwartz, V.M.D
Durham Kennel Club Inc—Mr. Jack E. 
Sappenfield, II
Eastern Dog Club—Frederick R. Vogel
Eastern German Shorthaired Pointer 
Club, Inc.—Robert Rynkiewicz
Elm City Kennel Club—Dr. Gregory J. 
Paveza
English Setter Association of America, 
Inc.—Dr. Brenda J. Parsons, D.V.M.
English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Asso-
ciation, Inc.—Susanne Burgess
Evansville Kennel Club, Inc.—Heidi Kilgore
Farmington Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Terrie Breen
Field Spaniel Society of America—Lori 
Carver
Finger Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Margaret 
B. Pough
Finnish Spitz Club of America—Kim 
Raleigh
First Dog Training Club of Northern New 
Jersey, Inc.—Mary D. Curtis
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Flat-Coated Retriever Society of America, 
Inc.—Neal Goodwin
Forsyth Kennel Club, Inc.—June Guido
Fort Lauderdale Dog Club—Stephanie S. 
Brooks
Fort Worth Kennel Club—Harold Tatro III
Framingham District Kennel Club, Inc.—
Gale Golden
Garden State All Terrier Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Richard L. Reynolds
Genesee County Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Cynthia (Cindy) Collins
German Shepherd Dog Club of Ameri-
ca—Dr. Carmen L. Battaglia
German Wirehaired Pointer Club of 
America, Inc.—Joan Payton
Giant Schnauzer Club of America, Inc.—
Chris Reed
Gig Harbor Kennel Club—James R. Dok
Glen of Imaal Terrier Club of America—
Jo Lynn
Glens Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Bon-
nie Lapham
Gloucester Kennel Club of Virginia—Deb-
bie Hockaday
Golden Retriever Club of America—Mrs. 
Ellen Hardin
Gordon Setter Club of America, Inc.—
Nance O. Skoglund
Grand Rapids Kennel Club—Mrs. Carol 
L. Johnson
Grand River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Cindy Stansell

Great Barrington Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. 
Ellen C. Shanahan
Greater Clark County Kennel Club Inc—
Ms. Karen J. Burgess
Greater Collin Kennel Club, Inc.—Barba-
ra Shaw
Greater Fredericksburg Kennel Club—
Helen Norton
Greater Ocala Dog Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Penny DiSiena
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of 
America, Inc.—Joanne Schottinger
Green Mountain Dog Club, Inc.—Eliza-
beth Trail
Greenville Kennel Club—Gloria Askins
Greenwich Kennel Club—Donna Gilbert
Greyhound Club of America—Kathleen B. 
Whitaker
Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sandie 
Rolenaitis
Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.—Sally L. Fine-
burg
Havanese Club of America—Shirley A. 
Petko
Heart of the Plains Kennel Club—Patricia 
M. Cruz
Hendersonville Kennel Club—Elizabeth 
Ann Brown
Hockamock Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy 
Fisk
Holyoke Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane Wilkin-
son
Houston Kennel Club, Inc.—Thomas D. 
Pincus
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Hungarian Pumi Club of America —
Nancy Nelson
Huntington Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Marile A. Waterstraat
Ibizan Hound Club of the United States—
Michelle Barlak
Ingham County Kennel Club, Inc.—Rita 
J. Biddle
Irish Red and White Setter Association of 
America—Christopher M. Orcutt
Irish Setter Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Karolynne M. McAteer
Irish Terrier Club of America—Thea F. 
Lahti
Irish Water Spaniel Club of America—Dan 
Sayers
Irish Wolfhound Club of America—Euge-
nia Hunter
Italian Greyhound Club of America, 
Inc.—Ms. Kim Brinker
Japanese Chin Club of America—Cecilia 
Resnick
Kalamazoo Kennel Club, Inc.—Angela 
Boeske
Keeshond Club of America, Inc.—Richard 
Su
Kenilworth Kennel Club of Connecticut, 
Inc.—Doreen Weintraub
Kennel Club of Beverly Hills—Thomas 
Powers
Kennel Club of Buffalo, Inc.—Margaret 
Doster
Kennel Club of Niagara Falls—Daniel 
Petko

Kennel Club of Northern New Jersey, 
Inc.—Dr. Suzanne H. Hampton
Kennel Club of Riverside—Sylvia A. 
Thomas
Labrador Retriever Club, Inc.—Tony 
Emilio
Lackawanna Kennel Club, Inc.—Kimberly 
van Hemert
Ladies’ Dog Club, Inc.—Mrs. Arna B. 
Margolies
Ladies’ Kennel Association of America—
Ylisa Kunze
Lake Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Diana L. Skibinski
Lakeland Winter Haven Kennel Club—
Mary McDaniel, D.V.M.
Lakes Region Kennel Club, Inc.—Deborah 
L. Kreider
Lancaster Kennel Club, Inc.—Carolyn M. 
Vack
Land O’Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Jan 
Croft
Langley Kennel Club—Ms. Dianne E. 
Franck
Lawrenceville Kennel Club, Inc.—Robert 
N. LaBerge
Lehigh Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Cindy 
Meyer
Leonberger Club of America—Don James
Long Island Kennel Club—Mr. William 
B. Tabler, Jr.
Longshore-Southport Kennel Club, Inc.—
Michaelann Mako
Louisiana Kennel Club, Inc.—Luis F. Sosa
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Louisville Kennel Club, Inc.—Debra H. 
Owen
Lowchen Club of America—Lisa Brown
Magic Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Ruth 
Crumb
Mahoning-Shenango Kennel Club, Inc.—
Jessica Ricker
Manatee Kennel Club—Judy Seltrecht
Marion Ohio Kennel Club, Inc.—Lynn 
Garvin
Maryland Kennel Club—Gary Sarvinas
Mid-Continent Kennel Club of Tulsa, 
Inc.—Mr. Marc Crews
Middleburg Kennel Club—Beth Wilder
Middlesex County Kennel Club—John 
Schneiter
Miniature Bull Terrier Club of America—
Dr. Marci Cook
Mississippi State Kennel Club—Roxanne 
Hilsman
Mississippi Valley Kennel Club—Gretchen 
Bernardi
Montgomery County Kennel Club—Ms. 
Ida E. Weinstock
Monticello New York Kennel Club, Inc.—
Barry A. Hoovis
Morris Hills Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Eleanor Campbell
Mount Vernon Dog Training Club 
(MVDTC)—Christopher Marston
Mt. Baker Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane F. 
Ruthford
Myrtle Beach Kennel Club—Sylvia 
Arrowwood

Nashville Kennel Club—Anne Gallant
National Capital Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Alfred J. Ferruggiaro
National Shiba Club of America—Maggi 
Strouse
Newfoundland Club of America, Inc.—
Julie Poulin Siefert
Newton Kennel Club—Cathy Murch
Newtown Kennel Club, Inc.—Susan 
Marucci
Norfolk Terrier Club—Susan Schneider
Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club—
Ann M. Schultz
Norwich Terrier Club of America—Jean 
Kessler
Obedience Training Club of Hawaii, 
Inc.—Beverly H. Conroy
Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern 
Virginia, Inc.—Susan D. Sorbo
Old English Sheepdog Club of America, 
Inc.—Wendi Freedman
Olympic Kennel Club, Inc.—Tim Ufkes
Onondaga Kennel Association, Inc.—
Glenn E. Glass
Orange Empire Dog Club, Inc.—Bradford 
Yamada
Otterhound Club of America—Joellen 
Gregory, D.V.M.
Parson Russell Terrier Association of 
America—Gary Koeppel
Pasanita Obedience Club Inc.—Mrs. Betty 
M. Winthers
Pasco Florida Kennel Club—Renee L. 
Popkey
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Pekingese Club of America—Steven Ham-
blin
Penn Ridge Kennel Club, Inc.—Dennis J. 
Gallant
Penn Treaty Kennel Club, Inc.—Bettina 
M. Sterling
Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen Club of 
America—Helen Ingher
Pharaoh Hound Club of America—Domi-
nic P. Carota
Philadelphia Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Larry Wilson
Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean Bur-
well
Pioneer Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Linda Gagnon
Poodle Club of America, Inc.—Patti Jason
Port Chester Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Kathy Gregory
Portuguese Podengo Pequenos of Ameri-
ca—Diane Conyers
Puyallup Valley Dog Fanciers, Inc.—Fran-
ces Stephens
Pyrenean Shepherd Club of America—
Mrs. Jean Pero
Queensboro Kennel Club, Inc.—Cameron 
Capozzi
Ramapo Kennel Club—Jeffrey D. Ball
Rapid City Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Sally 
J. Nist
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 
States, Inc.—Mary L. Elliott
Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—
Debra Ferguson-Jones

Rio Grande Kennel Club—Mary E. Fer-
guson
Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns
Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen 
Cottingham
Salisbury North Carolina Kennel Club—
Leslie P. Rogers
Saluki Club of America—Monica H. 
Stoner
Sammamish Kennel Club—Roberto A. 
Zorzi
Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Gary 
Griffin
San Mateo Kennel Club, Inc.—Harvey M. 
Wooding
Santa Barbara Kennel Club, Inc.—Abbe R. 
Shaw
Santa Clara Valley Kennel Club, INC.—
Mr. David J. Peat
Saratoga New York Kennel Club—Mary 
Lou Cuddy
Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of Geor-
gia—Karen W. Byrd
Schipperke Club of America, Inc.—Lee A. 
Stusnick
Scottish Deerhound Club of America, 
Inc.—Dr. Robert S. Dove, D.V.M.
Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen 
A. Prince
Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Association, 
Inc.—Barbara Reisinger
Seattle Kennel Club, Inc.—Jeff Ryman
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Shenandoah Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Sharyn Y. Hutchens
Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—
Ann M. Cook
Silky Terrier Club of America, Inc.—Lee-
ann Podruch, D.D.S.
Skyline Kennel Club, Inc.—Gloria Shaver
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of 
America—Sally Sotirovich
South County Kennel Club, Inc.—Bob 
Calltharp
South Jersey Kennel Club, Inc.—Jean 
Edwards
South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. 
Flynn
South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie 
Maulucci
Southeast Arkansas Kennel Club—Ricky 
Adams
Southeastern Iowa Kennel Club—Marilyn 
R. Vinson
Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—
John V. Ioia
Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay—
Mrs. Glenda Stephenson
Spinone Club of America—Karen Luckey
Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Thom-
as M. Davies
St. Bernard Club of America, Inc.—Susan 
Weigel
St. Croix Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Deborah J. Wilkins
St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association—
Jan R. Gladstone

Staffordshire Terrier Club of America—
Jeannette O’Hanlon
Standard Schnauzer Club of America—
Dr. Harvey Mohrenweiser
Staten Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Marjorie 
Martorella
Suffolk County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Robert Eisele
Sun Maid Kennel Club of Fresno, Inc.—
Marcy L. Zingler
Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.—Laura 
Trainor
Sussex Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Florence Duggan
Sussex Spaniel Club of America—John R. 
Lewis, Jr.
Taconic Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Marylyn 
DeGregorio
Talbot Kennel Club—Ann S. Wallace
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club—Mrs. 
Richella M. Veatch
Texas Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Michael 
Knight
Tibetan Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Stacey La Forge
Toy Dog Breeders Association of Southern 
California—Mrs. Marla Meindl-Capozzi
Trap Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Christopher 
L. Sweetwood
Trinity Valley Kennel Club—Debby Fowler
Tucson Kennel Club—Dr. Kenneth H. 
Levison
Twin Brooks Kennel Club, Inc.—Patricia 
C. Sarles
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Two Cities Kennel Club—Eduardo T. 
Fugiwara
Union County Kennel Club, Inc.—Jenni-
fer V. Modica
United States Australian Shepherd Associ-
ation—Jeff Margeson
United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club, 
Inc.—Mr. Carl C. Ashby, III
United States Lakeland Terrier Club—
Maria Sacco
Upper Potomac Valley Kennel Club—Rob-
ert Lachman
Utah Valley Kennel Club—Kelly D. Reim-
schiissel
Valley Forge Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Carol Fisher
Vancouver Kennel Club—Jolyne Lea
Virginia Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Sandie 
Friend
Wallkill Kennel Club, Inc.—Elisabeth Szy-
manski
Washington State Obedience Training 
Club, Inc.—John J. Cadalso, Jr.
Waterloo Kennel Club, Inc.—Cindy Miller
Weimaraner Club of America—Jennifer A. 
Martin
Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America, 
Inc.—Richard Rohrbacher
Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Bruce R. Schwartz
West Volusia Kennel Club—Cathy M. 
Driggers
Westbury Kennel Association, Inc.—Peter 
J. Festa

Western Fox Terrier Breeders Association—
Torie Steele
Western Reserve Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Ann F. Yuhasz
Westminster Kennel Club—Sean W. 
McCarthy
Whidbey Island Kennel Club Inc—Laura 
Myles
Wilmington Kennel Club, Inc.—Bonnie 
Bieber
Windham County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Nanette Prideaux
Winston-Salem Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Jane Fitzin
Woodstock Dog Club, Inc.—Karen Dewey
Yorkshire Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Pamela A. Langstein
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

DELEGATES MEETING
MARCH 12, 2024

Dennis B. Sprung, President in the Chair, 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. ET.

Mr. Sprung: The meeting will come 
to order. Please stand for the National 
Anthem. 
(National Anthem played.)

Delegates were reminded to check in at 
the reception desk for attendance pur-
poses. When Staff prints the yellow-col-
ored badge, the Delegate is automatically 
marked as present.

The Chair introduced the persons seated 
on the dais: Chairman, Dr. Thomas 
Davies; Vice Chairman, Dominic Palleschi 
Carota; Joan Corbisiero, Professional 
Registered Parliamentarian; Gina 
DiNardo, Executive Secretary; Shari 
Cathey the Court Reporter.

Condolences were offered in the recent 
passing of Jack G. Smith on January 27, 
2024. He was the Delegate for the Great 
Western Terrier Association of Southern 

California from 2007 to 2014, and again, 
from 2020 until 2024. 

The Chair announced that it was the 
annual election of the Directors.

The Executive Secretary read the report of 
the Nominating Committee.

Ms. DiNardo: Pursuant to Article VIII, 
Section 2, of the Charter and Bylaws 
of The American Kennel Club, the 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

•	 Patti Strand, Chair – Dog Fanciers 
Association of Oregon

•	 Marilyn DeGregorio – Taconic Hills 
Kennel Club

•	 Florence Duggan – Sussex Hills 
Kennel Club  

•	 Don James – Leonberger Club of 
America  

•	 Barbara Shaw – Greater Collin Kennel 
Club

and Alternates:
•	 Terrie Breen – Farmington Valley 

Kennel Club  
•	 Douglas Johnson – Colorado Springs 

Kennel Club 
appointed by the Board of Directors at 
its July 2023 meeting have nominated the 
following Delegates as candidates for such 
vacancies on the Board of Directors as 
to be filled at the next annual meeting of 
the Club on March 12, 2024. There are 3 
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vacancies for the Class of 2028.

Nominees for the Class of 2028 are:
•	Dr. Carmen Battaglia – German 

Shepherd Dog Club of America
•	 Sally Fineburg – Hatboro Dog Club, 

Inc.
•	 Dr. Michael Knight – Texas Kennel 

Club, Inc.
Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 4, of the 
Charter and Bylaws of The American 
Kennel Club, the following Delegate has 
been endorsed in writing by the required 
number of Delegates as a candidate for the 
vacancies on the Board of Directors for the 
Class of 2028, to be filled at the next annual 
meeting of the Club on March 12, 2024:

•	 Laurie Maulucci – South Windsor 
Kennel Club 

Mr. Sprung reported that the Bylaws state 
that nominations may not be made from 
the floor. Nominations, therefore, closed 
on November 15, 2023. Delegates were 
reminded that elections, in accordance 
with Robert’s Rules of Order, require a 
majority vote to elect. 

The election procedure was overseen 
by the accounting firm of KPMG. The 
ballots were scanned and tabulated elec-
tronically. All candidates were offered 
the opportunity to observe the election 
procedures.

(Recess for voting.)

The Executive Secretary read the names 
of Delegates seated since the last meeting: 

Robin Barkhaus, Hartford, WI to 
represent Kettle Moraine Kennel Club
Angela Boeske, Plainwell, MI to  
represent Kalamazoo Kennel Club 
Vincent Chianese, Port Saint Lucie, FL 
to represent Ashtabula Kennel Club
Wendi Freedman, Milford, NJ to  
represent Old English Sheepdog Club of 
America
Cindy Grodkiewicz, Glen Gardner, 
NJ to represent American Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffon Association
Jason Hoke, Madison, WI to represent 
Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club
Laura Johnson, Shelton, CT to  
represent American Toy Fox Terrier Club
Mike Kriegel, Stanwood, WA to represent 
Bell Vernon Kennel Association
Margaret “Maggie” Kudirka, Ellicott 
City, MD to represent Dog Owners’ 
Training Club of Maryland
Kathleen M. Kurtz, Mohrsville, PA to 
represent Berks County Kennel Club
Jane Messineo Lindquist, Blairstown, 
NJ to represent Bull Terrier Club of 
America
Marjorie Martorella, Millstone 
Township, NJ to represent Staten Island 
Kennel Club
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Karen Park, Layton, UT to represent 
Mount Ogden Kennel Club
Julie Poulin Siefert, Neenah, WI to 
represent Newfoundland Club of America
Ann Yuhasz, Chagrin Falls, OH to 
represent Western Reserve Kennel Club 

The following Delegates, who were attend-
ing their first meeting since being officially 
seated, were introduced from the floor:

Robin Barkhaus to represent Kettle 
Moraine Kennel Club
Angela Boeske to represent Kalamazoo 
Kennel Club
Wendi Freedman to represent Old 
English Sheepdog Club of America
Cindy Grodkiewicz to represent 
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 
Association
Jason Hoke to represent Chain O’Lakes 
Kennel Club
Laura Johnson to represent American 
Toy Fox Terrier Club
Mike Kriegel to represent Bell Vernon 
Kennel Association
Maggie Kudirka to represent Dog 
Owners’ Training Club of Maryland
Kathleen M. Kurtz to represent Berks 
County Kennel Club
Jane Messineo Lindquist to represent 
Bull Terrier Club of America
Marjorie Martorella to represent Staten 
Island Kennel Club

Helen Norton to represent Greater 
Fredericksburg Kennel Club 
John Schneiter to represent Middlesex 
County Kennel Club 
Julie Poulin Siefert to represent 
Newfoundland Club of America
Ann Yuhasz to represent Western 
Reserve Kennel Club

The minutes of the December 15, 2023 
Delegate Meeting were published in the 
online January 2024 AKC Gazette and 
the complete transcript was posted on the 
Delegate Portal on AKC’s website. There 
were no corrections, and the minutes were 
adopted as published.

Dog Obedience Club of Hollywood 
was duly elected as a member of The 
American Kennel Club.

Dr. Thomas Davies delivered the 
Chairman’s Report as follows: 
Good morning, everyone, and welcome 
back to Newark. We last saw each other in 
Orlando, where we gathered for the AKC 
National Championship presented by 
Royal Canin. 

I’d like to share with you some of the won-
derful results from that amazing and ful-
filling weekend. 

By now we all know, a beautiful Shih Tzu 



APRIL 2024AKC GAZETTE 25

secretary’s pages
was awarded the coveted title of National 
Champion. He defeated nearly 6,000 
other exhibits to take home the title. All 
200 AKC recognized breeds were present 
for a total entry of 5,762 dogs. 

The class that represents the backbone 
of our sport, the prestigious Bred-by-
Exhibitor competition, hosted 1,272 
entries. Thank you to our breeders who 
joined us to exhibit the very best of your 
breeding programs. 

Our National All-Breed Puppy and Junior 
Stakes saw 1,717 entries, and our National 
Owner-Handled Series Finals hosted 875 
competitors who represented 209 different 
breeds and varieties. 

I am also delighted to report that the 
Junior Competitions at the AKC National 
Championship this year had record 
entries.
 
153 Juniors were entered on Saturday of 
the AKC National Championship. AKC 
offered $22,000 in scholarship money to 
the 12 finalists.
 
The Junior Agility Competition included 
43 Juniors with 77 dogs from 23 states. 
24 breeds participated as well as Canine 
Partners. 27 dogs in 14 breeds were 
piloted by Junior handlers in Obedience. 

There were also 17 Junior Rally Showcase 
entries.
 
A reception for our Juniors took place 
on Saturday afternoon during which we 
presented the AKC Junior Versatility 
Scholarships to the Top Ten Juniors com-
peting in a minimum of three different 
titling events within the year timeframe. 
$12,000 in scholarships was awarded 
for young people who competed in var-
ious combinations of Conformation, 
Obedience, Rally, Agility, Hunt Tests, 
Field Trials, Fast CAT® and Scent Work. 
It is wonderful to know that our young 
people are keen to participate in all aspects 
of AKC Events. 

The AKC Agility Invitational hosted 
more than 700 entries from 41 states, 
again proving the overall popularity of the 
sport. With 170 breeds represented, we 
are reminded that Agility is a sport that all 
breeds can enjoy.

The AKC Obedience Classic celebrated 
its 10th anniversary in our venue. 217 
dogs representing 55 breeds with handlers 
from 35 states came together to showcase 
the powerful bonds that come with AKC 
Obedience training. 

Marking its 4th year in Orlando, the Fast 
CAT® Invitational hosted 430 entries with 
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people hailing from 40 states, including 
Alaska. Fast CAT® attracts a multitude of 
breeds, with 186 breeds attending in 2023. 
But it’s not just the “usual suspects.” 
Competing there for the first time were a 
Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka, Norwegian 
Lundehund, French Spaniel and Estrela 
Mountain Dog. 

The AKC National Championship 
remains fertile ground for continuing 
education. For the 12th consecutive year, 
AKC Judging Operations co-hosted the 
AKC/ Dog Judges Association of America 
Advanced Judging Institute over four 
days at the OCCC. More than 250 people 
attended Judges Education Seminars for 
62 breeds from the Sporting and Terrier 
groups delivered by Parent Club approved 
presenters. 

We want to thank each and every one 
of the members of our Delegate Body 
who came to Orlando to attend our most 
important set of events in AKC’s calendar, 
and to especially thank Royal Canin for 
their ongoing support. We are very fortu-
nate that we recently renewed our spon-
sorship agreement so that we can continue 
to present the highest level of competition 
in AKC events for devoted dog enthusiasts 
for several more years to come. 

Another very important flagship event 

came together in top form just 6 weeks 
after we returned from Orlando – the 
incredibly successful 2024 AKC Meet the 
Breeds® at the Javits Center in New York 
City. 

More than 30,000 people, a new record, 
purchased tickets to experience this all-
breed extravaganza over two days during 
the last weekend of January. Exhibitors, 
club members and breeders shared nearly 
3000 purebred dogs with their adoring 
public. In addition to 130 breeds to cap-
tivate the public’s attention, a demonstra-
tion ring at the center of the venue pro-
vided continuous entertainment including 
Agility demonstrations, police K-9 presen-
tations, canine conditioning education and 
more. It was a special joy to see so many 
thousands of happy, smiling folks petting 
dogs and learning all about our breeds, our 
sports and our organization.

We are so grateful for Purina Pro Plan’s 
generous sponsorship of this event. It is 
one of the most effective ways in which 
we advance our message and AKC’s mis-
sion. In addition to underwriting the event, 
Purina provided free gifts and dog food 
for more than 1,000 VIP ticket holders 
and our breed booth ambassadors. 

Let’s take just a few moments to watch 
a video that captured some of the fun at 
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AKC Meet the Breeds® this year. 
(Video played.)

A big thank you to everyone who par-
ticipated in putting that delightful video 
together, I suspect it is available on AKC.
org if you would like to watch it again.

This year’s AKC Meet the Breeds® was 
our best attended event ever. We achieved 
record attendance by implementing an 
advertising campaign that yielded well 
over half a billion media impressions. 

We advertised on Fox 5 TV, on the radio 
during traffic and weather reports, in 
New York City taxis and in some of the 
busiest New York City transportation 
hubs including Grand Central Terminal 
and the Times Square and Herald Square 
subway stations. Several local TV stations 
and websites covered Meet the Breeds® 
as well. 

Our ad campaign generated nearly 10,000 
tickets, and the remainder of the ticket 
sales came from the promotions we ran on 
our own platforms, such as our website, 
our e-newsletters, emails, social media and 
through word of mouth. 

We know that AKC Meet the Breeds® has 
become one of the most anticipated events 
at the Javits Center, and we heard many 

visitors say they never miss a year with us 
in New York City. 

We thank and congratulate all of the 
Parent Clubs who sent delegations of own-
ers and dogs to make our weekend at Meet 
the Breeds® a special experience. You 
helped AKC educate thousands of dog 
lovers and prospective dog owners by pro-
viding a truly special experience. 

Showing the public the love and care that 
we put into our dogs is the best way we 
can model the meaning of responsible dog 
ownership and the advancement of pure-
bred dogs. 

One example of extra care that we can 
provide for our dogs is worth noting. 
You may see on AKC’s website or in our 
newsletters an advertisement for an insur-
ance product called the Loyal Legacy 
Plan that comes from our sponsor, New 
York Life. New York Life is offering a 
policy that comes with a pet trust so that 
you can leave funds for the care of your 
dogs should they outlive you. I encourage 
you to consider getting a quote if you are 
under age 65. To do so, visit the web-
site loyallegacyplan.com or contact AKC 
Customer Service for more information. 

The Board and Staff are grateful to you 
for supporting our flagship events with 
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your presence and participation. All of our 
clubs, your members and our dogs make 
AKC the most incredible community in 
which to connect, grow and thrive. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Dennis and 
the Museum of the Dog Staff for the great 
evening last night. It’s always such a plea-
sure to enjoy the wonderful history of our 
sport and our organization. Thank you. 

Mr. Sprung delivered the President’s 
Report as follows: 
In addition to our dogs and one another, 
we have a great deal to be thankful for.

2023 was no exception. For the second 
consecutive year, the Sports & Events 
department set a record for the number 
of entries with 3,682,000+ and almost 
27,000 events. Amazing department lead-
ership by Doug and Tim. We currently 
offer 28 sports, literally something for 
every lifestyle with numerous opportuni-
ties to welcome newcomers into our world.

This growth is paralleled by the strength 
of our clubs, currently at 5,037. A review 
of the past 5 years demonstrates a net 
gain of 185 clubs or 3.8%. In fact, we 
just proudly commemorated 6 clubs who 
reached their 100-year AKC milestone, 
bringing the total number of Centennial 
Clubs to 122.

The wide breadth of our offerings is pros-
pering in the educational department with 
AKC Canine College having over 68,000 
learner accounts, including more than 
9,500 new ones that were added in 2023. 
We offer 445 courses and exams compris-
ing 1,021 different modules accessible to 
breeders, show chairs, judges, stewards, 
exhibitors and the public. This array of 
knowledge includes 70 breed-specific 
courses developed in collaboration with 
our Parent Clubs. Thank you, Ashley.

Our media footprint continues to increase 
with Good Dog TV. Every week we ded-
icate this 30-minute program featuring 
“life with your dog.” TV viewers experi-
ence the full range of the human-canine 
bond. From AKC events our program-
ming reflects the proud traditions of our 
unique breeds and responsible dog own-
ership. On the heels of this country-wide 
rollout, we launched AKC NFL Dog Plays 
of the Year. More on this later today. 
Congratulations Gina, Ron and Bill.

Into the new year we proceed with 
enhancing our well-respected brand in 
multiple other manners. For National 
Purebred Dog Day on May 1, AKC is 
hosting a reception in Washington, DC 
with elected officials to meet winners of 
the AKC National Championship. This 
will be followed up by our Detection Dog 
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Conference on July 23-25 in Wilmington, 
Ohio. This AKC conference brings 
together experts speaking about the cut-
ting edge of canine detection research, 
training, breeding and handling as AKC 
contributes to the protection of our coun-
try. Attendees will include members of 
the armed forces, USPCA, Secret Service, 
FBI, CIA and local police departments. 
Both initiatives are brought to us by Sheila 
and the Government Relations depart-
ment.

Lastly, in addition to Tom’s comments 
about Meet the Breeds®, thanks once 
again for the collaboration of hundreds 
of Parent and local club volunteers plus 
dedicated Staff led by Gina, Michael, 
Amy, Brandi, Anita, Joe, Melissa, Wlad 
and Kerri and our Board of Directors we 
successfully shared the ability to reach 
and educate 30,000 people about pure-
bred dogs, responsible breeding and pet 
ownership.

In summary, our AKC Universe is doing 
well, and I thank each of you and your 
club members for this passion and partici-
pation.

Now if our Vice Chairman would please 
join me in the presentation of two spe-
cial awards for exceptional service to 
the American Kennel Club as 50-year 

Delegates. I believe this is the first time 
these awards have been given in 140 years.   
Mr. Carota: Good morning, everyone. I 
am honored to present two individuals 
with 50-year medallion plaques as a thank 
you for a lifetime of dedication to pure-
bred dogs and passion, knowledge, and 
leadership of the American Kennel Club.

•	 Mr. William Tabler, Long Island Ken-
nel Club

•	 Chairman of the Board, Dr. Tom 
Davies, Farmington Valley Kennel 
Club & Springfield Kennel Club 

Ted Phillips, CFO, delivered the Financial 
Report as follows:
Good morning. Thank you, Dennis. To 
all Delegates, thank you for attending 
today’s meeting. We appreciate your time, 
your support, and your dedication to the 
American Kennel Club. 

Today I’ll present key performance indi-
cators, both nonfinancial and financial 
results unaudited, and results of opera-
tions for the year ending December 31, 
2023. This slide sets the annual totals for 
litter and dog registrations. Litter registra-
tions in blue total 294,932, as compared 
to 326,945 in 2022. Dog registrations 
shown in pink totaled 608,990, that’s 
compared to the 715,874 last year in 
2022. Online litter and dog registrations 
exceeded 86 percent of all registrations in 
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2022. In summary, we thank our breed-
ers, the entire Delegate Body, the Board 
of Directors, and the AKC Staff for these 
results. 

The next slide shows events and entries as 
of the end of 2023. Events totaled 26,742, 
which was 6 percent higher than the prior 
year and entries totaled $3.7 million which 
is 4 percent higher than the prior year. We 
continue to look forward to success in these 
areas as we see more events coming online. 

Let’s look at the overall financial operating 
results for the year ending December 31, 
2023. Net operating income less expenses 
was $9.2 million. The key driver of this 
is shown on this slide, which is operating 
revenues of $101 million for the year end-
ing 2023. This is combined with registra-
tion and events service fees which total 
$69.3 million, or 69 percent of operating 
revenues. The second line is advertising 
sponsorship and royalty revenues which 
total $19.7 million or 20 percent of operat-
ing revenue, and finally, product and ser-
vice sales round out the mix and total $12 
million for the rest of the revenue lines. 
Operating expenses total $95.5 million for 
2023. These expenses are primarily com-
prised of Staff costs, of $46 million; pro-
fessional fees of $18 million, and product 
fulfillment of $12 million. AKC contin-
ues to support our charitable affiliates for 

donations and that totals $5.5 million or 6 
percent of expenses. 

As required by the Bylaws Article 7, 
Section 11, the total cost to the Board of 
Directors expenses in 2023 is $427,370. 

As of the end of 2023, total assets are 
$260 million which increased over the 
prior period principally due to net operat-
ing results and investment values that have 
increased. The annual investment return 
on the reserve funds held by the AKC 
Investment portfolio was 13.5 percent 
which was 1.7 percent ahead of its bench-
mark. This portfolio produced interest and 
dividend income of $3.7 million. Please 
remember the liability section of balance 
sheets is comprised of lease and retirement 
obligations. 

In summary, thank you for your time. I 
appreciate your dedication. We look for-
ward to serving you, and as always, I’m 
available to answer any questions at your 
convenience. Thank you.

The first vote was an amendment to 
Article XII, Section 1, of the Charter 
and Bylaws of The American Kennel 
Club, which makes the process of admin-
istering oaths easier and uniform for all 
individuals. It also clarifies the decision 
to entertain jurisdiction that is under the 
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authority of the AKC Board of Directors. 
This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Bylaws Committee endorsed by 
Staff and brought forward with approval 
by the AKC’s Board of Directors. 

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive, and the amendment was adopted.

The next vote is an amendment to 
Chapter 12, Section 1 and Section 4, 
of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows – The 
Catalog, which deletes the requirement to 
publish the complete address for judges, 
replacing with city and state. It also deletes 
the requirement to publish the address 
of all exhibitors, replacing with city, state 
and email if provided. Finally, it replaces 
the address of the owner with city, state, 
and if provided, email address, remov-
ing the requirement to publish the full 
address of the owner in the show catalog. 
This amendment was suggested by Staff, 
endorsed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules 
Committee, and brought forward with 
approval by the AKC Board of Directors. 

The Chair recognized Cindy Miller, 
Delegate from the Waterloo Kennel Club, 
who spoke as follows:
Cindy Miller, Waterloo Kennel Club and 
Chair of the Dog Show Rules Committee. 
I move that we make a change to Chapter 
12, Section 1 and Chapter 12, Section 4, 

and that would be to delete the comma, 
“and if provided e-mail address,” comma, 
from those sections. I would like to note 
that we did listen to the people on the 
Google e-list. There was much concern 
about the email addresses, and we think 
that this change will address that.

There was a motion and a second to make 
the deletion to the amendment.

There was a vote in the majority to amend 
the amendment.

There was no further discussion. 

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendment as amended was 
adopted. 

Mr. Sprung informed the Delegates that 
the rule changes to Chapter 3, Section 
1 of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Large Pack Field 
Trials and to Chapter 3, Section 3 of 
the Beagle Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedures for Brace, Small Pack and Small 
Pack Option Field Trials and Two-Couple 
Pack Hunting Tests will be voted as one 
amendment. Delegates were given the 
opportunity to discuss each rule change.

The amendment to Chapter 3, Section 
1, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
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Standard Procedures for Large Pack Field 
Trials, removes an unnecessary restric-
tion when hosting trials. This amendment 
was suggested by the Beagle Advisory 
Committee and brought forward with 
approval by the AKC Board of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

The amendment to Chapter 3, Section 
3, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small Pack 
and Small Pack Option Field Trials and 
Two-Couple Pack Hunting Tests, removes 
an unnecessary restriction when hosting 
trials. This amendment was suggested 
by the Beagle Advisory Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the 
AKC Board of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendments were adopted. 

Mr. Sprung informed the Delegates that 
the proposed rule changes to Chapter 
4, Sections 1 and 3, of the Beagle Field 
Trial Rules and Standard Procedures for 
Large Pack Field Trials and the Beagle Field 
Trial Rules and Standard Procedures for 
Brace, Small Pack and Small Pack Option 
Field Trials and Two-Couple Pack Hunting 
Tests will be voted as one amendment. 

Delegates were given the opportunity to 
discuss each rule change.

The amendment to Chapter 4, Sections 
1 and 3, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedures for Large Pack 
Field Trials, instructs the judge to use 
the Next Best Qualified (NBQ) designa-
tion for brace and gun dog brace trials. 
It also adjusts the description for place-
ment ribbons and removes the mention 
of the NBQ designation unless the for-
mat is brace or gun dog brace. Finally, it 
instructs the judge to use the NBQ desig-
nation for brace and gun dog brace trials. 
This amendment was suggested by the 
Beagle Advisory Committee and brought 
forward with approval by the AKC Board 
of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

The amendment to Chapter 4, Sections 
1 and 3, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small Pack 
and Small Pack Option Field Trials and 
Two-Couple Pack Hunting Tests, instructs 
the judge to use the Next Best Qualified 
(NBQ) designation for brace and gun dog 
brace trials. It also adjusts the description 
for placement ribbons and removes the 
mention of the NBQ designation unless 
the format is brace or gun dog brace. 
Finally, it instructs the judge to use the 



APRIL 2024AKC GAZETTE 33

secretary’s pages
NBQ designation for brace and gun dog 
brace trials.

This amendment was suggested by the 
Beagle Advisory Committee and brought 
forward with approval by the AKC Board 
of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendments were adopted. 

Mr. Sprung informed the Delegates that 
the proposed rule changes to Chapter 9, 
Section 5, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedures for Large Pack 
Field Trials and to Chapter 9, Section 
6, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small Pack 
and Small Pack Option Field Trials and 
Two-Couple Pack Hunting Tests will be 
voted as one amendment. Delegates were 
given the opportunity to discuss each 
rule change.

The amendment to Chapter 9, Section 
5, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Large Pack Field 
Trials, allows judges to award a fifth place 
which would provide 1/5 championship 
point to the winner for each starter for all 
hunt formats except the brace and gun 
dog brace. This amendment was sug-

gested by the Beagle Advisory Committee 
and brought forward with approval by the 
AKC Board of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

The amendment to Chapter 9, Section 
6, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small Pack 
and Small Pack Option Field Trials and 
Two-Couple Pack Hunting Tests, which 
allows judges to award a fifth place which 
would provide 1/5 championship point to 
the winner for each starter for all hunt for-
mats except the brace and gun dog brace. 
This amendment was suggested by the 
Beagle Advisory Committee and brought 
forward with approval by the AKC Board 
of Directors.

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendments were adopted. 

The Chair called on the Executive 
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to Article VII, Section 1, of the 
Charter and Bylaws of The American Kennel 
Club.

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to 
Article VII, Section 1, of the Charter 
and Bylaws of The American Kennel Club, 
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removes the two consecutive term limit for 
AKC Board Members. 

This amendment was proposed by Greater 
Clark County Kennel Club and brought 
forward with approval by the AKC Board 
of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the June 2024 meeting. The 
full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed.

The Chair recognized Karen Burgess, 
Delegate from the Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club, who spoke as follows:

Karen Burgess, Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club. Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club has always instructed me to 
vote against term limits. Our membership 
felt strongly that we as a club submit the 
amendment for a vote once again. They 
also ask that I share the reasons, it is the 
responsibility of our Delegate to be pres-
ent. The AKC Board of Directors are 
elected by the Delegate Body from the 
Delegate Body. We know or should know 
who we are electing. It is important to 
elect people that share our philosophy. We 
need to know our leadership. As Delegates 
we have an obligation to represent the best 
interest of our clubs. Have a voice, have 

an opinion – and those of you who know 
me know I have both. A Delegate must 
know what is being done, who is doing 
it or not and how it affects our clubs. Be 
an active participant in the future of the 
AKC. When a Board member terms out 
our short-term loss outweighs long-term 
gain. Our voice and our vote is our power, 
not term limits.

The Chair recognized Mary Lou 
Olszewski, Delegate from the American 
Bloodhound Club, who spoke as follows:
Mary Lou Olszewski, with the American 
Bloodhound Club. Also Chair of the 
Delegate Advocacy and Advancement 
Committee. The committee looked at the 
term limit situation, there are a few things 
that came to mind. One was as Delegates 
who are on committees, there is no gap 
between terms. Looking at it from a Board 
perspective, I’m using a baseball analogy, 
to take someone and have them leave the 
Board when they’re very valuable could  
be akin to it’s the ninth inning, it’s tied, 
your heavy hitter is up, and you make 
a change. That could be detrimental to 
the AKC. The other thing would be to 
not have a vote on the actual candidates 
for the Board is disenfranchising us as 
Delegates. Our votes are important to us, 
we speak for our clubs, we speak for the 
Delegate Body, we speak for AKC. We 
encourage you to think more about what 
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this means to the AKC, to the Board and 
our future. Thank you.

The Chair called on the Executive 
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to Chapter 14, New Section 36, 
of the Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedure for Pointing Breeds. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is 
to Chapter 14, New Section 36, 
of the Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedure for Pointing Breeds, which 
allows for a National Walking Gun Dog 
Championship for English Setters. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
English Setter Association of America 
and brought forward with approval by the 
AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the June 2024 meeting. The 
full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed.

The Chair recognized Marcy Zingler, 
Delegate from the Sun Maid Kennel Club 
of Fresno, who spoke as follows:
I would like to go back to the last ques-
tion about term limits. Most of us in this 
Delegate Body now and always in one 
form or another have been involved in 

education. Without changing the Board 
for any reason, terms go on and on, and 
none of the rest of the Delegate Body is 
getting much of an education. All that we 
are doing is being educated to those who 
are on the Board for long periods of time. 
It’s just something to think about, and I 
thank you for letting me go back on this 
amendment.

The Chair called on Ron Furman and 
William Ellis to provide an update on 
AKC Media Productions, who spoke as 
follows:
Mr. Furman: Hello and good morning. 
Thank you all. Ron Furman along with 
Bill Ellis. We’re going to give you a brief 
update on the growth of our AKC content 
and broadcasting and media. We were 
here last year and two years ago to share 
some of the projects that we were working 
on then. I just want to point out the three 
logos that are on screen today. AKC.tv is 
the core of our content. Our initial launch 
was an opportunity for many club shows 
around the country to be seen, viewed 
and enjoyed for the first time ever and it 
gives us the basis for everything that we 
do. Second is AKC on ESPN. That’s our 
relationship with the Disney company, an 
opportunity to expand beyond just confor-
mation, show a number of our dog sports 
but also it is the home for our National 
Championship broadcast on ABC televi-
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sion network as well as ESPN. AKC Good 
Dog TV, Bill will talk about that in depth. 
I just mentioned it, but this is the outset of 
our programming every week that we can 
now consume in local television stations 
and on cable around the country. We are 
very proud of this content. It’s viewed by 
millions of people every year. It’s a prof-
itable business for the American Kennel 
Club, but it’s core to our mission that 
drives our values. I would like to turn this 
over to Bill Ellis.

Mr. Ellis: Good morning. I’ll start here 
with some updates about AKC.tv which 
I’m hoping most of you in this room have 
enjoyed at one point or another. In 2023, 
our AKC.tv property exceeded a 100 mil-
lion video plays which was a big moment 
for us and that was due in large part an 
extensive redesign of the web site and app. 

As a consumer if you go to the AKC.
tv website or app, there are a number 
of beneficial user experience functions 
that are available, like being able to mark 
video as a favorite and continue watch-
ing later on. For us, the update allows a 
lot more flexibility to make changes and 
make updates in a very timely manner. 
We also extended and expanded distribu-
tion for AKC.tv. in a number of ways in 
2023, both as a FAST channel and as a 
syndicated property. 

A FAST channel is a relatively new term 
that’s emerged in the last few years as a 
response to people who cut the cord, you 
probably heard of cord cutters, right? 
Those are people who have moved away 
from traditional cable subscriptions, and 
they seek to watch television and videos in 
other environments, and varying stream-
ing platforms now make FAST channels 
available, free app-supported television. 
There are apps and web sites where you 
can consume television without the tradi-
tional subscription that you would experi-
ence at a cable company. 

At AKC.tv we have the channel that we 
program 24/7 and that channel is now 
available on a number of different plat-
forms as a FAST channel. You can see 
a couple of examples like Plex TV, Hulu 
TV and Sling TV. This means that we’re 
bringing that channel and that content to 
an audience that maybe hasn’t been to the 
AKC.tv website previously or to the AKC.
tv app. If you’re enjoying a live stream 
dog show over the weekend, know that it’s 
available to this extended audience. 

Good Dog TV is our flagship weekly 
show that we produce and premiere every 
week on AKC.tv. Dennis mentioned this 
earlier. Ron mentioned this as well. We 
have a video here are some of our favorite 
moments from the show, but before we 
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show the video to you, I’ll just set it up this 
way. The show underwent some pretty 
significant formatting upgrades within the 
last year. We extended it to be a traditional 
30-minute show, upgraded the look of the 
show with various graphics and anima-
tions. I’ll let you enjoy a few minutes of 
some of our favorite moments from the 
show. 
(Video played.)                 
 
Mr. Ellis: The show premieres every 
week on AKC.tv and in July of last year, 
it became available as a syndicated show 
to local networks. Normally you start 
on off Broadway, and work your way to 
New York, but we did the opposite. The 
show premiered in July on two networks 
here in New York, on Channel 5 and 
Channel 9, and it’s seen on both of those 
channels every weekend, and since the 
July premiere in New York, the show has 
expanded to over 90 markets across the 
country which represents over 41 mil-
lion homes. Think about that, American 
Kennel Club television in all of those 
markets and all of those homes, and it’s 
seen on a variety of networks depend-
ing on the local market. It could be your 
local NBC station, local CBS, a variety of 
networks that carry the show, but as we 
mentioned, we also have a very specific 
relationship with networks that Disney 
owns, the ESPN and ABC networks, and 

this is a relationship that started back in 
2019. After a very successful few years, we 
were able to extend that relationship with 
ESPN, ABC and the Disney Corporation 
for an additional five years, which will 
take us through 2028. We have of a lot 
of support from the ESPN corporation, 
but specifically Burke Magnus, who is 
the President of ESPN content, Labrador 
owner and big supporter of content that 
they have had a lot of success with. In 
2023, we produced 16 brand new shows 
that premiered across the ESPN networks. 
On the main ESPN channel, we grew 150 
percent over the previous year’s broad-
casts, we grew 79 percent on ESPN2, and 
that represents 251 hours of AKC Sports 
and programming across ESPN networks 
and ABC. December was the busiest 
month for us with 52 hours of broad-
casts in the month of December, which of 
course culminated in the AKC National 
Championship, the fourth year in a row 
that the show  premiered on the ABC net-
work. This past show premiered on New 
Year’s Eve, and the premiere on ABC was 
seen by well over 1 million people, but one 
of the great benefits about this past show 
is that there was an encore broadcast on 
ESPN2 that same evening after the ABC 
premiere. You may wonder, okay, great 
that’s on ABC, who’s going to watch on 
ESPN2? Well, we know from the ESPN 
research department, as well as Nielsen, 
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there is less than a three-percent overlap 
between those two audiences. So having 
the show live in both places plus that New 
Year’s Eve landscape was a huge success, 
and we reached well over 1 million people. 
A number of highlights in 2023 on the 
ESPN networks, including our highest 
cable rating ever, which was on the 4th of 
July for the AKC Diving Dogs Challenge. 
Of course, 4th of July, Diving Dogs. It’s 
not rocket science, right? Lots of view-
ership. July was also our most viewed 
month with five broadcasts in July, which 
averaged 244,000 viewers. Viewership for 
the entire year increased 21 percent and 
one of the key things that we look for with 
every show is how did our show perform 
versus the lead in and the lead out, the 
show before and the show after? Did peo-
ple come and seek out our content? Did 
they stay and watch until the end? What 
happened when our show ended? We 
increased the lead in and the lead out on 
average two to three times with our shows. 
We know people are seeking out our con-
tent, they’re staying to watch until the end.

Dennis mentioned this show earlier, so 
I’ll just tell you, Monday morning after 
the AKC National Championship, a small 
group of us got up very early and via 
planes, trains, automobiles, or all three, 
we made our way to Miami to film a show 
with the NFL. A collection of current 

players and NFL legends came together 
in Miami to celebrate their love of dogs, 
learn a little bit about our dog sports, 
watch some highlights from shows, and 
react to them. We convinced Santana 
Moss to learn a little bit about agility with 
one of the Agility National Championship 
handlers and her dog, who were kind 
enough to join us. The show was hosted 
by Carolyn Mano, who does a lot of our 
work on AKC.tv and AKC on ESPN, and 
she was joined for the first time by Jesse 
Palmer who did play in the NFL. Some 
of you might know him from the Food 
Network and probably most people know 
him as the host of The Bachelor. It was a 
great opportunity for us to introduce some 
new talent and bring in a new audience 
with Jesse’s collaboration. When we think 
about the NFL, a few weeks ago there was 
a football game in Las Vegas that 123 mil-
lion people tuned in for. If we could col-
laborate and work with the NFL on some 
programming together and carve out just 
a little bit of the 123 million people that 
viewed the Super Bowl, I think it’s a big 
win for the American Kennel Club, our 
dogs, breeders and the sports that we love. 
I’ll leave you with one last video. This is a 
highlight video from the AKC on ESPN 
Dog Sports Series, and I’ll set it up for 
you. Most of our events are attended by 
Phil Murphy, who is a reporter and a host 
for ESPN, and the first event that Phil 
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came to was a Fast CAT® event. For 
television purposes we call it Fastest Dogs 
USA, and we asked Phil who was a college 
athlete, will you run the Fast CAT® track? 
We want to include it as a feature on the 
show. He’s a great sport, he’s very athletic, 
so of course no hesitation at all. Will you 
do it against one of the competitors, one 
of the dogs? He reluctantly agreed. That’s 
the first moment of this and then some 
great highlights from the show. 
(Video played.) 
 
I’ll just mention as we wrap up, building 
these relationships with these networks 
and athletes takes a lot of time. It took 
years of brainstorming with ESPN to 
launch that relationship, and the same 
is true for the NFL. Keep in mind that 
was the culmination of over two years of 
conversations to get to that point with the 
league, so it doesn’t happen overnight. 
It takes a lot of time and a lot of Zoom 
meetings and a lot of conversations to 
get there. We’re thrilled to have launched 
with the NFL and have our first show 
under our belts and eager to do more. 
Thanks everyone.

The Chair called on the Chair of the 
Teller’s Committee, Ernest Obubah from 
KPMG to give the results of the balloting 
for the Class of 2028.               

Mr. Obubah: Good morning, Ernest 
Obubah, KPMG, with the Teller’s report. 
The number of ballots cast, 309. Invalid 
ballots, 0. Majority votes necessary for 
election, 155. Here are the results: Dr. 
Carmen Battaglia, received 227. Sally 
Fineburg received 211. Dr. Michael 
Knight received 234. Laurie Maulucci 
received 142. Thank you.

The Chair declared that Dr. Michael 
Knight, Dr. Carmen Battaglia and 
Sally Fineburg have been duly elected 
as Members of the Class of 2028. 
Congratulations.

The Chair called on Mark Dunn to pres-
ent an overview of the new AKC Rx phar-
macy service, who spoke as follows:
Good morning everybody hello again to all 
of you. I’m going to talk a little bit about 
AKC Rx, which is a topic that we talked 
about in December. It was introduced at 
the December Delegate meeting. We soft 
launched it in December and starting mar-
keting in February. 

But I want to go back to the genesis of the 
project. About a year ago Dennis pulled 
me into his office and gave me a challenge, 
with some of my team: we need to find a 
new business line that will generate signif-
icant revenue to support AKC programs 
but with no investment. I was like, okay, 
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Boss. At the same time, I was, as always, 
on the hunt for things that we could bun-
dle with dog registration to make registra-
tion more valuable to pet owners. People 
who are not going to breed, who are not 
going to show, why register, right? This is 
why we bundle services or value into reg-
istration. 

We kicked off the search looking at a few 
different things and one of the things we 
started exploring pretty quickly was pet 
meds. What’s interesting about pet med-
icine is that everybody needs it, right? 
Every responsible dog owner is going to 
have a relationship with a vet and almost 
all of them will have some sort of main-
tenance drug at some point in the dog’s 
life or other drugs may be required. It’s 
something that we thought would resonate 
with all of our pet owners, something that 
could add value for everybody. By doing 
this we create value for dog owners who 
register their AKC puppy. Specifically, 
right now, when you register a dog you 
get a free month of flea and tick. We have 
other manufacturers that are very inter-
ested in working with our pharmacy part-
ner to do the same sort of introductory 
offers along with registration. The other 
part of this is to support breeders and dog 
owners. One of our real goals was to make 
sure that we were a good source, a reliable 
source, at low cost, for the pet meds peo-

ple need and we’re really happy with what 
we have created. 

I will go into some more detail later, but 
if we can save pet owners and breeders 
money, that’s good for our world. That’s 
good for all of the things that we’re trying 
to accomplish. 

There is also a piece here about improving 
the quality of life of dogs by, again, help-
ing connect pet owners and breeders with 
lower cost meds. By lowering their costs 
they’re more likely to comply with the reg-
imens that they need to have their pets on. 

Finally, and back to Dennis’ initial chal-
lenge, you know, we found a way by 
working with a very well-established pet 
pharmacy that already worked at that 
point with Walmart, Tractor Supply, 
PetSmart and some other big brands to 
be our pharmacy. We were able to come 
up with a cost-effective way to drive some 
revenue to AKC that we could then apply 
to all of our programs, to all of the things 
that we care about, whether it’s to a char-
itable affiliate or an AKC program like 
Government Relations or Education that 
are so important to our mission. 

I know that you all have a choice. Almost 
everybody in this room or at least your 
co-owner or close friends spend money 
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on pet meds. Some of you spend a lot of 
money on pet meds, and you have a lots 
of choices. There are some great choices 
out there. You may be buying it from 
your veterinarian, you maybe going to 
Petco, PetSmart, Chewy. There’s alot 
of great companies that are very reliable 
that can deliver this for you. But I want 
to challenge you today, you as a group of 
influencers, to take a look at what AKC is 
doing really closely. Because if AKC can 
deliver the same medicine at the same or 
better price with the same or better ship-
ping, and the same or better reliability, 
why would you not want that money that’s 
left over at the end go to the Museum or 
to CHF or to Government Relations or 
to all of the good things that AKC does? 
If you don’t, that’s okay. If you would 
rather that it go to private investment, 
private equity, Wall Street or really big 
corporations – because even if you’re 
working with your local vet, we all know 
this, we have lots of vets in the room that 
will tell you this, 75 percent of specialty 
veterinary, is now owned by large corpo-
rations or private equity. In fact, I think 
the number is 15 to 20 percent of all vets 
now work for private equity or big cor-
porations. 

What I’m asking you to do today, and I’m 
going to give you a discount code to do 
it, is to give this a try, and then get your 

friends to give this a try. Because that’s 
our biggest challenge right now: Driving 
Awareness. We were able to get this out 
the door really quickly. 

We did about three months of work on 
how and who. We looked at some different 
providers – which pharmacy we wanted to 
work with – and then in about 90 days, 90 
days of actual project work, we went from 
contract to launch last December. Now 
back to the part about saving money. I’m 
going to read this quote to you that is on 
the screen right now. This is a quote from 
one of our AKC employees who started to 
use the service in December. She wrote: 
“I currently pay $69.75 for a two-month 
supply of Gabapentin, 50-milligram tab-
lets from Wedgewood Pharmacy, my 
vet’s online pharmacy, this amounted to 
58 cents per tablet. My cat needs a tablet 
twice a day costing $1.16 daily. However, 
with AKC Rx they offer a one hundred 
milligram capsule for 9 cents each with 
autoship. The cost dropped to $9.65 for a 
two-month supply, saving over $60.” Now 
I don’t know if her cat needs to take that 
for a year, but that’s $360 savings a year! 
We know AKC Pet Rx is delivering sav-
ings. We have lots of similar testimonials 
from our early adopters. 

The next thing we want to talk about 
though is how we’re communicating. 
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We really just started doing some of the 
marketing, but we have developed regu-
lar everyday discounts for breeders. All 
breeders get five percent off every day. 
We just launched, thanks to the great work 
of the marketing team, organic and paid 
media campaigns, and we’re adding more 
product. 

The best part is you all get a discount. 
Everybody gets something here. I think 
somebody asked me for this yesterday 
when you were talking about DNA, that 
we need to give all of the Delegates a 
discount. We did it on Rx. You’re not 
supposed to take any photographs in this 
room so, I know that discount code slide 
begs you to take a photo. I wasn’t trying 
to get you in trouble I swear. I have some 
copies at the back of the room. I’ll also 
give this to a couple of Delegates and 
make sure it is posted to the Delegate 
e-list. 

Back to my pitch earlier. I think you’ll 
find that if you’ve ever done any online 
pet meds, or even if you have always just 
bought them from your vet, our pet meds 
website and ordering process are easy. 
You can give this a try. The process that 
our pharmacy and that we’ve developed 
with them, is very intuitive, very simple. 
It’s very easy, if you have a prescription, 
even if you don’t have a physical prescrip-

tion in your hand. If you go to the AKC 
website, AKC.org, look at the top of the 
page for AKC Rx. Or you can go directly 
to AKCPetRx.com to find the drug you 
want to buy. If it is a prescription medi-
cation, the site will ask you for your vet’s 
information. We have a great lookup ser-
vice even if you’re not exactly sure of your 
vet’s address off the top of your head, you 
should be able to find your vet on the web-
site and then you’ll go in, put your infor-
mation in. Then our pharmacy does all of 
the work to get your vet to approve that 
prescription, if needed. And of course, 
with over-the-counter drugs, those are all 
added right in your cart, and you purchase 
them. Their success rate of getting vets to 
respond to the request for prescription is 
about 80 percent. Our pharmacy is very 
good at this. They have excellent customer 
service. AKC prides itself in customer 
service, and one of the big things that we 
expected from our pharmacy partner was 
excellent customer service. And I think 
you’ll find that they do a great job. Also, 
I know a couple of you do everything by 
phone. You’ll need to go to the website or 
send me an email to get the phone num-
ber. You can do all you AKC Rx purchas-
ing right over the phone if you prefer.

I just want to thank a few people. Again, 
I mentioned how quickly we executed 
this, going from idea to something that’s 

https://www.akcpetrx.com/
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out there for people to use very quickly. 
It takes a huge cross functional team to 
get something like this done, especially 
Registration and Marketing. Marketing 
is now especially crucial to this service 
just to drive awareness. Also, big thanks 
go out to IT and Legal. Yes. Legal was 
crucial. This is a scary thing, you know, 
we’re going to sell drugs, and there were 
lots the questions…like, can we do this? 
I have to say Legal was very diligent and 
also crucial was our Business Intelligence 
department, led by Seth. But I want to 
give a special shout out to C.T. Giese and 
Sierra Ziegler, who were the co-principals 
on this. Sierra works in Marketing. C.T. 
works in Registration. They really made 
this thing happen. 

If you have any questions – if you go to 
the website and we don’t have the drug 
you want, or if you don’t like the price, 
anything: send me an email. Any issues 
at all. We need your help in making this a 
success. I appreciate your time today. 

The Chair called on Vice Chairman, 
Dominic Palleschi Carota to pres-
ent medallions to two additional AKC 
Delegates who have served 25 years.

Mr. Carota: Good morning again. We 
will now honor two Delegates who have 
achieved 25 years of service but were not 

previously recognized. The medallion rep-
resents these Delegates meritorious and 
long-term contributions to the Sport: 

•	 Dr. Suzanne H. Hampton, Kennel 
Club of  Northern New Jersey

•	 Marcy L. Zingler, Sun Maid Kennel 
Club of Fresno

The Chair called on Gail LaBerge, 
Delegate from the Atlanta Obedience Club 
to provide an update on the AKC PAC, 
who spoke as follows:
First, I want to thank all of those who 
participated in our sweepstakes, that 
cumulated in the giving of the sweepstake 
prizes in Orlando. I have to say that I sold 
the winning ticket at a Field Trial. The 
woman forgot she had bought the ticket 
from me in October, and when she got 
the phone call, she didn’t know what they 
were talking about. Marietta Singleton. 
Alot of you already know Marietta. It was 
kind of humorous when she finally figured 
out what she won. I’m going to read some-
thing that is on a card that’s out at Sheila’s 
Legislation table. The American Kennel 
Club Political Action Committee (PAC) 
works with AKC Government Relations 
to protect the rights of all dog owners 
promote responsible dog ownership and 
ensure that laws governing dog ownership 
and breeding are reasonable, enforce-
able, and nondiscriminatory. If you were 
in Legislative Caucus this morning, you 



APRIL 2024AKC GAZETTE 44

secretary’s pages
heard some horror stories and we’re facing 
that all over the country. Now, you know 
I’m always going to ask you for money 
because the PAC can’t do what we do to 
work with GR and support them without 
your money, but also want your thoughts 
on some issues. These cards are out front. 
You can scan it, or you take it with you, 
we do ask kindly that you answer the 
survey by April 1st. We really want your 
opinion and your thoughts. So please go 
by and get this or go by and scan the QR 
code so that we know what you think of 
what we’re asking you. Thank everyone.                

The Chair called on Mark Dunn for a pre-
sentation on AKC Reunite, who spoke as 
follows:
Dennis said I’m back by popular demand. 
By next March, I’m going to learn how to 
juggle. Instead of juggling today I’m going 
to present something I’m really proud to 
be a part of and that’s AKC Reunite. 

AKC Reunite has a great Board and a 
great Chair in Rita Biddle, and Ann Wallin 
is our Vice Chair. I’m the Managing 
Director and Ted Phillips is our Secretary. 
The rest of the Board is made up of Dr. 
Carmen Battaglia, Karolynne McAteer 
and Dan Smyth. It’s a great Board and 
AKC Reunite is a really important part of 
the AKC and all we do. Especially how 
we interact with pet owners and also what 

I was talking about earlier: driving signif-
icant revenue that we then can use to do 
good things in the world of dogs. 

The staff of AKC Reunite, who are not 
AKC Staff, they work for the affiliate. 
That’s why I’m doing this presentation 
today. People you may know, Tom Sharp, 
who is the President and CEO. Tom is 
doing a fantastic job with Reunite, and 
his VP of Sales & Marketing is Dallas 
Harsa; and Carol Gambrell runs the Call 
Center. It’s a great team, and they do 
some amazing work, by the numbers if 
you think about what they accomplish. 
They have over 6 million microchips that 
are out there in the world and over ten 
million enrollments now. They’ve helped 
reunite over 690,000 pets with their own-
ers, and every month AKC Reunite has 
about 29,000 contacts with customers. 
A lot of those are people changing their 
address. You know, one of the great bene-
fits of AKC Reunite is the lifetime benefit. 
A lot of their competitors are one-year 
services, or they’re just internet only ser-
vices. There’s really no service. There’s no 
Call Center. When you work with AKC 
Reunite as a pet owner or breeder, and 
you’re going to be on vacation here for 
two weeks, you’re going down there for a 
month, and you’re a snowbird and you’re 
going to go to Florida for two months, you 
can call AKC Reunite and change your 
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address as often as you need to so that you 
get the best protection if your pet goes 
missing. 

One of the things I know this Delegate 
Body likes to talk a lot about and where 
Reunite comes up the most is in giving 
back. Today, since 2002, Reunite has 
donated more than $14 million to the 
causes that we care most about; $4.8 
million has gone to pet-related disaster 
preparedness and relief grants; 4,535 
microchip scanners have been donated 
to shelters; and one of my favorite things, 
over $4.4 million has gone to 592 Adopt 
a K-9 Cop grants. I want to give a shout 
out here to Chris Sweetwood, who is not 
on the Reunite Board, but he is the ambas-
sador for the Adopt a K-9 Cop program, 
and has really helped us take this idea of 
collaborating with police agencies around 
the country and helping them, connecting 
them with clubs to get them a dog, and 
we’re really, really happy as to how much 
we’ve able to get them. Most of that $4.4 
million has just been in the last two years. 

$4.4 million given to help police get dogs, 
but over 75 AKC clubs have played a role in 
this and in those matching grants, which is 
amazing. Tom Sharp and the Board wanted 
to give special thanks to these five clubs: 
the Baytown Kennel Club, Kennel Club of 
Philadelphia, Lost Coast Kennel Club, Trap 

Falls Kennel Club and the United States 
Police K-9 Association for donating multiple 
grants over the last couple of years. 

Also, as far as trailers, you’ve all seen the 
map, and we always talk about this at 
every Parent Clubs Committee meeting. 
In fact, there was a question yesterday in 
one of the committee meetings about this 
map. It does exist on the AKC Reunite 
website. You can actually click on the pins, 
and it will drop you into the county or 
city where the trailer is stationed and from 
there you can usually also find out what 
club was involved. 

Finally, I just want to finish up, one of 
the really great things about Reunite is it’s 
something that resonates across the spec-
trum of pet ownership. Reunite is a way 
that AKC has authority outside our base 
around breeding and exhibiting purebred 
dogs. If we can get pet people, any kind 
of pet they have, even it may be an iguana 
or turtle, there’s all sorts of pets that we 
can put a microchip in, but having rela-
tionships with them, and now, thanks to 
the work of Brandi Hunter Munden and 
the AKC PR Department, we are getting 
some really great media opportunities. 
Tom Sharp has been on quite a few televi-
sion broadcasts, doing news talking about 
this issue which isn’t always a happy thing, 
right? Someone’s Frenchie has been sto-
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len, again. But AKC Reunite is becoming 
the go-to source regarding how to handle 
those news stories and to give pet owners 
good advice about how to get back their 
pet, and what they need to do upfront 
to get their pet back. Again, I wish Tom 
was here to speak to you himself today, 
because he’s done an amazing job, but 
then again, go to the AKC Reunite web-
site. I think you’ll find a clip or two. 
Thank you. 

The Chair informed the Delegates that 
the Tuesday, June 11, 2024, Delegate 
Meeting will be held at the Doubletree 
Newark Airport Hotel. More detailed 
information will be emailed as soon as it 
becomes available. 

The Chair reminded the Board to con-
vene immediately following the meeting 
across the hall in the Salem/Warren room. 
Lunch was served following the meeting’s 
conclusion.

Delegates did not have to return the 
badges; new badges will be printed at 
every meeting. Delegates were given an 
option to recycle the lanyards. 

The following Delegates spoke during 
New Business:

Harvey Wooding, Delegate for the San 

Mateo Kennel Club, congratulated the 
AKC Board, AKC Staff – Government 
Relations, Public Relations, AKC Media 
with AKC.tv; the Delegate Body and 
AKC PAC on the progress made changing 
the narrative in comparison to the animal 
rights people. He specifically applauded 
Gail LaBerge’s on the ground legislative 
accomplishments in Georgia making a day 
in May purebred dog day.

Jan Ritchie Gladstone, Delegate from the 
St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association, 
praised the efforts AKC has made with 
the Meet the Breeds® events, and the 
alternative vision of having a regional 
competition for NOHS. She encouraged 
AKC to continue to explore programs for 
breeders as they are the backbone of the 
organization. 

Sylvia Arrowwood, Delegate from 
the Myrtle Beach Kennel Club and 
Coordinator for the next issue of 
Perspectives, asked the Delegates to submit 
to the newsletter and offered assistance if 
needed.

Joyce Rowland, Delegate from the 
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America, 
advised the Delegates that Purina Farms is 
either considering or has decided to elimi-
nate their Herding program activities after 
2025. Since many of the Parent Clubs 
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secretary’s pages
hold either their annual National Specialty 
or rotate frequently to Purina Farms, she 
asked for Herding breed Parent Clubs and 
AKC support in reviewing this change.

Duane Butherus, Delegate from the 
Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club, 
announced that Dr. Charles Garvin 
stepped down as the Chair of the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation after eight 
years. Under Dr. Garvin’s competent 
leadership, the foundation is in an excel-
lent financial position, with an efficient 
staff, and a stellar scientific reputation. 

Marc Crews, Delegate from the Mid-
Continent Kennel Club of Tulsa, asked the 
Board to evaluate  approving show sites and 
locations by using an actual distance mea-
sured by a map program rather than the 
distance of “as the crow flies.” His club in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma experienced a conflict with 
a show in Southern Illinois and has learned 
that other clubs have had similar issues. 

Larry Sorenson, Delegate from the 
Dachshund Club of America, gave a fare-
well and thank you to the Delegate Body 
and AKC Staff at his last meeting as an 
AKC Delegate.

Connie Butherus, Delegate from the 
Afghan Hound Club of America, spoke 
on behalf of the Parent Clubs Committee 

regarding the Pat Laurans Difference 
Maker Award. This quarter’s recipients in 
recognition of excellence in the Sport were 
Anne Bowes, David Helming and Claudia 
Orlandi. 

Katie Campbell, Delegate from the Basenji 
Club of America, relayed a message from 
her club in response to the Secretary’s 
Pages. They noticed a real shift at dog 
shows with the attitude and the comfort of 
the families and guests attending because 
those people who behave poorly are now 
getting reprimanded for it. She thanked 
the Dog Show Rules Committee for bring-
ing the sportsmanship back to the Sport. 

Sally Fineburg, Delegate from the Hatboro 
Dog Club, reported that the AKC and the 
Juniors Committee are actively seeking 
Junior breeder mentors in two ways:

1.	Juniors who are already active in 
breeding that will be willing to advise 
and mentor other Juniors. 

2.	Breeders of all ages willing to advise 
and mentor Juniors who are interested 
in breeding. 

Clubs should send volunteer names to 
juniors@akc.org. 

Kelly Lease, Delegate from the Clumber 
Spaniel Club of America, gave con-
dolences in the passing of Dr. Bryant 
Freeman, on February 3, 2024, at the age 

mailto:juniors%40akc.org?subject=
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secretary’s pages
of 92. He was a founding member of the 
Clumber Spaniel Club of America, her 
mentor, a scholar, a wonderful man and 
dog person. 

Hearing no further business, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting. 
  
(One sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Proceedings concluded at 11:24 a.m. ET.) 

The opinions expressed by the speakers 
may not necessarily reflect those of The 
American Kennel Club. 


