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ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport Hotel 

on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, beginning 

no earlier than 9:00 a.m. There will not be a 

Delegate Forum.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America 

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS 

Dr. Yves Belmont, Oxford, GA, 

Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia

Eugene R. Biller, Tampa, FL,  

Tampa Bay Kennel Club 

Michelle Brislin, Scranton, PA, 

Chihuahua Club of America 

Sheila Gallizzo, Flemington, NJ, 

Plainfield Kennel Club

Sue Goldberg, Warren, NJ,  

Lewiston-Auburn Kennel Club

Christine M. Gonsalves, Acushnet, MA, 

Wampanoag Kennel Club

Marlene Groves, Kiowa, CO,  

Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado

Joao Machado, Humble, TX,  

Oakland Dog Training Club

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178

Raleigh, NC Customer Call Center ����������������������������������������������������(919) 233-9767
New York, NY Office��������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8200
Fax �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
Website ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� www.akc.org

TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

CARL HOLDER
VINCENT INDEGLIA
LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

  PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function�
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the pure bred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership�

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG 
President 

Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

Click here to read the 
March 2024 issue!

http://www.unknown.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/01100949/AKC-Gazette-March-2024.pdf
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Sandra McCue, Antelope, CA 
Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore
Sue Meachem, Indianapolis, IN,  
Central Indiana Kennel Club
D. Scott Pfeil, Ingleside, IL, 
International Kennel Club of Chicago
Sue Ratz, Pennsburg, PA,  
Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club 
Marty Smith, Bordentown, NJ,  
Trenton Kennel Club
Cledith Wakefield, Leadington, MO, 
Jefferson County Kennel Club of Missouri
Dorinne Waterman, Perris, CA,  
San Gabriel Valley Kennel Club
Richard L. Yoho, Apopka, FL,  
Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of America 
 
NOTICE
REPRIMANDS AND FINES

Notification of Fines Imposed on a Club 
for Late Submission of Event Records, 
Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedures 
for Pointing Breeds, Chapter 13
High Sierra German Shorthaired Pointer 
Club ..................................................... $50
Monterey Bay English Setter Club.....
............................................................. $50

Notification of Fines Imposed on a Club 
for Late Submission of Event Records, 
Beagle Field Trial Rules, Chapter 10
River City Beagle Club ........................ $50

NOTICE
There are three vacancies for the Board 

of Directors Class of 2028.
Pursuant to Article VIII of the Charter 

and Bylaws of The American Kennel 
Club, the following Delegates have either 
been nominated by the Nominating 
Committee appointed by the Board of 
Directors or have been endorsed in writ-
ing by the required number of Delegates 
as additional candidates for such vacan-
cies on the Board of Directors as are to be 
filled at the next Annual Meeting of the 
Club on March 12, 2024:

Class of 2028
Dr. Carmen Battaglia

German Shepherd Dog Club of America

Sally Fineburg
Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.

Dr. Michael Knight
Texas Kennel Club, Inc.

Laurie Maulucci
South Windsor Kennel Club

NOTICE
The American Kennel Club Board of 

Directors at its January 2024 meeting 
imposed an indefinite suspension of Mr. 
Masaki Shimizu’s judging privileges and 
a fine of $2,5000 effective immediately 
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for the violation of AKC’s Occupational 
Eligibility Addendum through the traf-
ficking of dogs, the failure to follow AKC 
Judging Procedures, Rules, and Guidelines, 
exhibiting improprieties by owning 
dogs for the sole purpose of exhibiting 
them, and the failure to respond in a 
timely manner to the Judging Operations 
Department’s correspondence.

 
 NOTICE

The American Kennel Club Board of 
Directors at its January 2024 meeting 
imposed an indefinite suspension of Ms. 
Keiko Shimizu’s judging privileges and 
a fine of $2,5000 effective immediately 
for the violation of AKC’s Occupational 
Eligibility Addendum through the traf-
ficking of dogs, the failure to follow AKC 
Judging Procedures, Rules, and Guidelines, 
exhibiting improprieties by owning 
dogs for the sole purpose of exhibiting 
them, and the failure to respond in a 
timely manner to the Judging Operations 
Department’s correspondence.

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands 
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should 
be noted that this determination may still 
be appealed and may be reversed.  Upon 
expiration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the 

individual’s suspension, if any, will appear 
in this column: 

Ms. Alexandra Topole (Stuart, FL)

NOTICE
Mr. Guy Brodetzki (Penn Valley, PA). 

Action was taken by the Flat-Coated 
Retriever Society of America for conduct 
at its November 11, 2023 event.  Mr. 
Brodetzki was charged with failure to 
properly control a dog at an event.  The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a reprimand and a $200 fine. (Australian 
Cattle Dogs)

NOTICE
Ms. Merry Foresta (Sperryville, VA). 

Action was taken by the Catoctin Kennel 
Club for conduct at its December 3, 2023. 
Ms. Foresta was charged with failure to 
properly control a dog at an event.  The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a reprimand, $200 fine, and required proof 
of restitution paid. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Stefanie Meinhardt (Napa, CA). 

Action was taken by the Vizsla Club of 
Northern California for conduct at its 
December 17, 2023 event.  Ms. Meinhardt 
was charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language.  The Staff Event Committee 
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reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a one-month event 
suspension and a $500 fine, effective 
December 25, 2023. (Vizslas)

NOTICE
Ms. Nikki Littleton (Tacoma, WA). 

Action was taken by the Greater Clark 
County Kennel Club for conduct at its 
December 1, 2023 event.  Ms. Littleton 
was charged with inappropriate, abu-
sive, or foul language directed personally 
to a judge.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a thirty-eight day 
event suspension and a $100 fine, effective 
December 3, 2023. (Keeshonden)

NOTICE
Dr. Rebecca McGuire (Santa Ysabell, 

CA). Action was taken by the Mesa 
Golden Retriever Club of Southern 
California for conduct at its September 
30, 2023 event.  Dr. McGuire was charged 
with inappropriate, abusive, or foul lan-
guage.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a reprimand and 
$100 fine. (Chesapeake Bay Retrievers)

NOTICE
Ms. Janette Parker (Jackson, MI). Action 

was taken by the Space Coast Kennel 
Club of Palm Bay for conduct at its 

December 12, 2023 event. Ms. Parker was 
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a one-month event 
suspension and a $500 fine, effective 
December 12, 2023. (American Hairless 
Terriers, Chinese Cresteds)

NOTICE
Ms. Nici Parker (Santa Rosa Valley, CA). 

Action was taken by the Buenaventura 
Dog Training Club for conduct at its 
November 26, 2023 event.  Ms. Parker 
was charged with violation of AKC rules/
regulations or club regulations. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a one-month event suspension and a $500 
fine, effective January 2, 2024. (Australian 
Cattle Dogs, Belgian Sheepdogs)

NOTICE
Mr. Robert Stanley (Hayward, CA). 

Action was taken by the Desert Empire 
Terrier Club of Southern California for 
conduct at its January 5, 2024 event. Mr. 
Stanley was charged with failure to prop-
erly control a dog at an event.  The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a reprimand and a $200 fine. (Kerry Blue 
Terriers)
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NOTICE

The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
Committee has suspended the following 
individuals for six-months from all AKC 
privileges and imposed a $500 fine, for 
refusal to make their dogs and records 
available for inspection:
Effective February 13, 2024:

Ms. Michelle Parker (Hickory, NC)
Golden Retrievers, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs

Ms. Ashley Roberts (Hickory, NC)
Golden Retrievers, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs

Ms. Traysa Sauer (De Soto, MO)
Shih Tzus

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Donna 
Patterson (Wiggins, MS) for three-months 
from all AKC privileges and imposed a 
$100 fine, for harassment, written or ver-
bal, effective February 13, 2024. (Black 
Russian Terriers)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Kristal 
Stevens (Rose Hill, KS) for one-year from all 
AKC privileges and imposed a $1,000 fine, 
for non-compliance with AKC’s Care and 
Conditions policy (unacceptable conditions, 
dogs, and/or facility), effective February 13, 

2024. (German Shepherd Dogs)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended the following 
individuals for three-months from regis-
tration privileges and imposed a $500 fine, 
for submission of an online application 
without the written permission from the 
co-owner or co-litter owner.
Effective February 13, 2024:

Ms. Alexia Rodriguez (Smartsville, CA 
& Boonville, CA) Multiple Breeds
Ms. Hanna Thompson (Smartsville, CA) 
Multiple Breeds

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended the following 
individuals for a lifetime of all AKC priv-
ileges and imposed a $10,000 fine, for 
violating AKC’s Judicial or Administrative 
Determination of Inappropriate Treatment 
policy:
Effective February 13, 2024

Mr. Eugene Childers (Columbia City, IN)
Ms. Loretta Childers (Columbia City, IN)

OFFICIAL STANDARD OF THE WEST 
HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER
General Appearance: The West 
Highland White Terrier, originally bred 
to hunt in packs for badger and eradi-
cate vermin in the rough terrain of the 
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Scottish Highlands, is a small, well-boned, 
hardy-looking terrier, exhibiting confidence 
and possessed with no small amount of 
self-esteem. The Westie presents a com-
pact appearance with good balance and 
substance, and is distinguished by its hard, 
white, double coat. The breed requires mod-
eration both in structure and presentation, 
and any exaggerations are discouraged.

Size, Proportion, Substance: The ideal 
size is eleven inches at the withers for dogs 
and ten inches for bitches. A slight devia-
tion is acceptable. The Westie is a compact 
dog, with good balance and substance. The 
body between the withers and the root of 
the tail is slightly shorter than the height at 
the withers. Short-coupled and well boned.

Head: Shaped to present a roundish 
appearance from the front and in pro-
portion to and balanced with the body. 
Expression - Inquisitive, intense, keen, 
intelligent and alert. Eyes - Widely set 
apart, medium in size, almond shaped, 
dark brown in color, and deep set. Looking 
from under heavy brows, they give a pierc-
ing look. Eye rims are black. Ears - Small, 
prick, set wide apart, on the top outer edge 
of the skull, and carried tightly erect. They 
terminate in a sharp point; must never be 
cropped. The hair on the ears is trimmed 
short and is smooth and velvety, free of 
fringe at the tips. Black pigmentation is 

preferred. Skull - Broad, slightly longer 
than the muzzle, slightly domed between 
the ears. It gradually tapers to the eyes. 
There is a defined stop and heavy brows. 
Muzzle - Blunt, slightly shorter than the 
skull, powerful and gradually tapering to 
the nose, which is large and black. The 
muzzle is well filled below the eyes.  The 
jaws are level and powerful. Lip pigment is 
black. Bite - The teeth are large for the size 
of the dog. There must be six incisor teeth 
between the canines of both lower and 
upper jaws. A tight scissors or level bite is 
equally correct.

Neck, Topline, Body, Tail: Neck - 
Muscular and well set on sloping shoul-
ders. Length in proportion to the rest 
of the dog. Topline - Flat and level, both 
standing and moving. Body - Compact 
and of good substance with defined fore-
chest and buttocks. Ribs extend at least 
to elbows. The ribs are well arched in the 
upper half and taper to present a flattish 
side appearance. Chest is deep and extends 
at least to the elbows. Width is in propor-
tion to the size of the dog. Back ribs are of 
considerable depth, and distance from last 
rib to upper thigh is as short as compati-
ble with free movement of the body. Loin 
is short, broad and strong. Faults - Barrel 
ribs, ribs above elbows, lack of definite 
body overhang. Tail - Relatively short, with 
good substance, and shaped like a carrot. 
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When erect it is never extended above the 
top of the skull. It is covered with hard 
hair without feather, as straight as possible, 
carried upright or slightly forward but not 
curled over the back. The tail is set on high 
enough so that the spine does not slope 
down to it. The tail is never docked. 

Forequarters: Angulation, Shoulders 
- Shoulder blades are well laid back and 
well-knit at the withers. The shoulder blade 
attaches to an upper arm which is equal or 
nearly equal to the length of the shoulder 
blade. Faults - Steep or loaded shoulders. 
Upper arm too short or upright. Legs - 
Forelegs are muscular and well boned, rel-
atively short, but with sufficient length to 
set the dog up so as not to be too close to 
the ground. The front legs are reasonably 
straight, and thickly covered with short 
hard hair. They are set in under the shoul-
der blades with definite body overhang 
before them. Height from elbow to withers 
and elbow to ground is approximately the 
same. Faults - Out at elbows, light bone, 
fiddle-front. Feet - Forefeet are larger than 
the hind ones, round, proportionate in size, 
strong, thickly padded; they may be turned 
out slightly. Dewclaws may be removed. 
Black pigmentation is most desirable on 
pads of all feet and nails, although nails 
may lose coloration in older dogs.

Hindquarters: Angulation - Thighs are 

very muscular, stifles well bent, and hocks 
well let down. Not set wide apart and 
parallel when viewed from the rear. Legs 
- Rear legs are muscular and relatively 
short. Faults - Weak hocks, long hocks, 
over or lack of angulation, cow hocks. 
Feet - Hind feet are smaller than front feet, 
and are thickly padded. Dewclaws may be 
removed.

Coat: The white double coat is hard and 
weather-resistant, consisting of straight, 
hard hair and a short, soft undercoat. 
The longer jacket hair is approximately 
1½ to 2 inches of hard hair, plucked and 
trimmed to blend into the shorter coated 
side neck, chest, shoulder, and rear. The 
jacket is smoothly blended into the longer 
furnishings. Hair is left around the head, 
plucked and shaped to provide a roundish 
frame for the face, with the tips of the ears 
and piercing eyes partially exposed yield-
ing a typical West Highland White Terrier 
expression. Coat color, texture, and pre-
sentation should reflect the breed’s pur-
pose and terrain in which they work.  

Color:  The color is white, as defined by 
the breed’s name. A hard straight coat 
which has some wheaten tipping is prefer-
able to a soft white coat. 

Gait: Movement is free and easy all 
around; it is a distinctive gait, not stilted. 
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When viewed from the side, the gait is pow-
erful with equally ample reach and drive. 
The topline remains level. In the front 
the leg is freely extended by the shoulder. 
When viewed from the front, the legs do 
not move parallel but tend to move toward 
the center of gravity. The hind movement 
is free, strong, and fairly close, but does not 
single track. The hocks are freely flexed and 
drawn close under the body, so that when 
moving off on the foot the body is thrown 
or pushed forward with some force. Faults- 
Lack of reach in front, and/or drive behind. 
Stiff, stilted movement.

Temperament: Alert, confident, coura-
geous, self-reliant, and Friendly-Possessing 
no small amount of self-esteem. Faults - 
Excess timidity or excess pugnacity
 
Approved February 13, 2024
Effective May 1, 2024

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants should 
be addressed to the Companion Events 
Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-

vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be made 
available, upon request, to the judge or 
judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
Directory. Please notify Judging Operations 
by email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 
been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Robin Anderson(112501) MA

(401) 578-3634
grampianlabs@comcast.net
Labrador Retrievers, JS-Limited 

Ms. Angela Cox(114557) TN
(901) 485-1475
chesacola@aol.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers

Jill C. Hootman(114721) TN
(931) 216-7385
tealcrst@gmail.com
Boxers

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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Mrs. Kristi Libsack(113333) CO

(970) 302-4143
kriskountrystbernards@aol.com
St. Bernards

Ms. Nancy McClure(114631) WA
(360) 789-7393
monarchterv@comcast.net
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, Bel-
gian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens

Ms. Melanie Mercer(114545) MO
(214) 641-6578
vetmel1300@aol.com
Irish Wolfhounds

Ms. Kimberly Moshlak(114681) KY
(301) 802-4145
cubruncwc@gmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papillons, 
Chow Chows, Australian Cattle Dogs, 
Australian Shepherds, Belgian Laekenois, 
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Bel-
gian Tervuren, Cardigan Welsh Corgis, JS

Mrs. Debra S. Smith(114274) WA
(509) 669-0313
monarchcollies@gmail.com
Collies, JS-Limited

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Dr. Albert P. Bianchi(5459) VA

(757) 672-4868
k4ux@cox.net
Lagotti Romagnoli, Cirnechi dell’Etna, 
Ibizan Hounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Austra-
lian Terriers

Mrs. Terrie Breen(65930) CT
(860) 285-0499

breenta@aol.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Papil-
lons, Pomeranians, Shih Tzu, Xoloitzcuintli

Ms. Kathi Brown(55262) MA
(987) 897-4717
kmbrownscience@verizon.net
Afghan Hounds, American Foxhounds, 
Redbone Coonhounds, Salukis

Joseph Buchanan(104137) PA
(610) 931-3670
kennelaleema@gmail.com
Basset Hounds, Beagles, Plott Hounds, 
Sloughi

Ms. JoAnne M. Buehler(22770) FL
(301) 590-9056
joanneb@his.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Entlebuch-
er Mountain Dogs, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Miniature American Shepherds, 
Spanish Water Dogs, Swedish Vallhunds

Ms. Annelle Cooper(15790) AK
(907) 694-0559
acooper@mtaonline.net
Barbets, Bracci Italiani, Lagotti Romagno-
li, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Pointers, 
Irish Red and White Setters, Vizslas, Wei-
maraners, Wirehaired Vizslas

Mr. Cesar Cortes(110553) NY
(917) 635-7128
cecordog@hotmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Italian 
Greyhounds, Maltese, Miniature Pin-
schers, Shih Tzu

Ms. Denise Dean(7044) AZ
(626) 241-6733
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dean7044@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group(Manchester Terri-
ers, Shih Tzu, Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Ter-
riers, Yorkshire Terriers)

Ms. Marcie Dobkin(6442) CA
(858) 748-8848
msdobkin@cox.net
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Pointers, 
German Shorthaired Pointers, German 
Wirehaired Pointers, Curly-Coated 
Retrievers, English Setters, American 
Water Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, Field 
Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani

Ms. Helen Dorrance(19022) TX
(512) 964-3294
gdkdogs@gmail.com
Whippets, Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, 
Dogo Argentinos

Mr. Edmund Dziuk(26469) MO
(573) 424-2809
eddiedziuk@aol.com
Affenpinschers, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Chihuahuas, Chinese Cresteds, 
Havanese, Italian Greyhounds, Maltese, 
Papillons, Pekingese, Pugs, Shih Tzu, 
Yorkshire Terriers

Julie Felten(17972) IL
(847) 452-6902
jacfelten@aol.com
Affenpinschers, Russian Toys

Bonita Fichtenbaum(105541) OH
(937) 620-6480
bmfichtenbaum@gmail.com
Brussels Griffons, Italian Greyhounds, 

Pomeranians
Mrs. Janet Fink(6374) CA

(909) 307-9778
janetfink@verizon.net
Dalmatians, Lhasa Apsos, Tibetan Terri-
ers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mrs. Sioux Forsyth-Green(100789) NC
(910) 603-7655
siouxF93@gmail.com
Balance of Sporting Group(Bracci 
Italiani, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Curly-Coated Retrievers, American Water 
Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons)

Amy Gau(90627) MN
(507) 843-5312
amy@anstechnicalventures.com
Chihuahuas, Italian Greyhounds, Maltese, 
Pugs

Mrs. Jan Ritchie Gladstone(96299) NC
(267) 251-4483
janritchiegladstone@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group(Biewer Terriers, 
Maltese, Poodles, Russian Toys, Silky Ter-
riers, Yorkshire Terriers)

Elizabeth F. Greenfield(65122) NY
(315) 363-0012
grnelzb@aol.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers

Mrs. Sandra Pretari Hickson(50017) CA
(650) 346-9912
sandra.pretarihickson@gmail.com
Bedlington Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, 
Scottish Terriers, Skye Terriers



MARCH 2024AKC GAZETTE 11

secretary’s pages
Deborah A. Hubbard(102869) RI

(401) 398-8147
deb@fridaygoldens.com
Flat Coated Retrievers, English Springer 
Spaniels

Mr. Douglas A. Johnson(17190) IN
(812) 322-0322
clussexx@aol.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Border Terriers, Cesky Terriers, 
Smooth Fox Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, 
Irish Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, Lake-
land Terriers, Parson Russell Terriers, 
Sealyham Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Karen Justin(64864) NY
(845) 726-3437
impyrial@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Samoyeds

Mrs. Stephanie Kaul(110173) CA
(408) 242-7990
stephanie@kauls.com
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, German 
Shorthaired Pointers, German Wirehaired 
Pointers, English Setters, American Water 
Spaniels, Clumber Spaniels, English 
Cocker Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, 
Sussex Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels

Ms. Dianne Kroll(44743) OR
(971) 221-7923
dianne.kroll@frontier.com
Belgian Sheepdogs, Bouviers des Flan-
dres, Finnish Lapphunds, Icelandic 
Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heelers, Minia-
ture American Shepherds, Norwegian 
Buhunds

Mrs. Molly Martin(6650) AL
(334) 271-2778
mollydmartin@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs, Bullmastiffs, Great Pyrenees, Por-
tuguese Water Dogs, Saint Bernards

Mr. Dale Meyer(6655) WI
(715) 654-5330
meyerd@tds.net
Balance of Sporting Group(Nederlandse 
Kooikerhondjes, Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers, Flat Coated Retrievers, Weimaraners, 
Wirehaired Vizslas)

Mrs. Cyndi Myhre(107128) MN
(763) 229-2707
shamrockess@msn.com
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, 
Gordon Setters

Ms. Michelle Quesada(96333) CA
(310) 629-5478
contsec@aol.com
Basset Hounds, Ibizan Hounds, Ameri-
can Eskimo Dogs, Boston Terriers, Chow 
Chows, Dalmatians, Xoloitzcuintli

Mr. Stephen Regan(22219) NJ
(732) 814-8741
sregan@lesterglenn.com
Brussels Griffons, Havanese, Maltese, 
Silky Terriers

Nancy E. Ridgway(101703) TX
(972) 671-5000
nancyridgway@earthlink.net
Cane Corsos, Rottweilers

Mrs. Janice(Jan) Schreiber(17450) WA
(253) 846-799
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ashenafea@msn.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, German Shorthaired 
Pointers, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, English Setters, Field Spaniels, 
Vizslas, Weimaraners

Ms. Ellen W. Schultz(110815) TX
(713) 899-2418
apollogoldens@att.net
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Flat Coated 
Retrievers

Mr. Gus Sinibaldi(103241) NC
(954) 614-9308
gus.sinibaldi@yahoo.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Russell Terriers, Skye Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers

Mrs. Carol Sommerfelt(7007) TN
(865) 986-1614
carolsommerfelt@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group(Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heelers, Pyrenean 
Shepherds), Cavalier King Charles Span-
iels, Chihuahuas, Manchester Terriers

Ms. Anna M. Vaughn(102565) OK
(918) 906-3776
anna@cme-usa.com
Bracci Italiani, German Shorthaired 
Pointers, Golden Retrievers, English Set-
ters, Gordon Setters, Irish Red and White 
Setters, Spinoni Italiani, Vizslas

Mr. Joseph R. Vernuccio(96251) CT
(203) 829-2428
joevernuccio@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, English 

Toy Spaniels, Maltese, Pekingese, York-
shire Terriers

Mr. Cledith M. Wakefield(80829) MO
(573) 760-3616
n2rotts@yahoo.com
Icelandic Sheepdogs, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis, Pulik

Mr. Joe  C. Walton(5144) NC
(714) 697-4373
jwalton30@nc.rr.com
Herding Group(Australian Cattle Dogs, 
Australian Shepherds, Bearded Collies, 
Beaucerons, Belgian Laekenois, Belgian 
Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian 
Tervuren, Bergamasco Sheepdogs, Berg-
er Picards, Border Collies, Bouviers des 
Flandres, Briards, Canaan Dogs, Cardi-
gan Welsh Corgis, Collies, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, Finnish Lapphunds, 
German Shepherd Dogs, Icelandic 
Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heeler, Miniature 
American Shepherds, Mudik, Norwe-
gian Buhunds, Old English Sheepdogs, 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Polish Low-
land Sheepdogs, Pulik, Pumik, Pyrenean 
Shepherds, Shetland Sheepdogs, Spanish 
Water Dogs, Swedish Vallhunds) 

Mrs. Janet Warner(103607) NM
(253) 255-6796
janagrm@aol.com
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, 
Irish Setters, Clumber Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Weimaraners



MARCH 2024AKC GAZETTE 13

secretary’s pages
JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS
Mrs. Marie Glodowski(114409) MI

(734) 626-3131
ishowdogs@hotmail.com

Mrs. Tammy Hirstein Stinton
(114719) FL
(352) 461-3528
forhi@mpinet.net

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the des-
ignated breeds in accordance with the 
current judging approval process. They 
may now accept assignments and the 
fancy may still offer comments to Judging 
Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Sheila Taylor Allen(66830) WA

(425) 334-0681
sheez-beez@comcast.net
Smooth Fox Terriers

Terri Cournoyer(112049) MS
(662) 803-4064
thcournoyer@gmail.com
Bull Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, JS-Limited

Mrs. Marissa Hendrix(113279) AR
(479) 263-7199
arkgoldens@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers, JS-Limited

Mrs. Rebecca Myers(113529) FL
rebeccamyersch@aol.com

St. Bernards, Collies, JS
Mrs. Marlys Swanson(36823) WA

(425) 422-4789
marlyss2000@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. Gary L. Andersen(6176) AZ

(480) 991-7485
glandersen@cox.net
Berger Picards, Border Collies, Bouviers 
des Flandres, Cardigan Welsh Corgis, 
Collies, German Shepherd Dogs, Norwe-
gian Buhunds, Pembroke Welsh Corgis, 
Pumik, Shetland Sheepdogs

Maria Arechaederra(110565) CA
(949) 981-7646
ederrakuv@aol.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, German Pin-
schers, Great Danes, Saint Bernards, 
Siberian Huskies

Ronda Bermke(94073) WI
(920) 864-3369
bermke@centurytel.net
Sloughi, Belgian Malinois, Canaan Dogs

Mrs. Marla Capozzi(100459) TN
(931) 710-5770
taylorsrun89@gmail.com
Basenjis, Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Mrs. Vicky Cook(103755) OR
(541) 601-5355
vickycook@mac.com
Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, JS
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Mrs. Terry Dennison(47424) AK

(907) 775-2913
katagnik@yahoo.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian Tervu-
rens, Border Collies, Finnish Lapphunds, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Pumik

Mrs. Penny DiSiena(76729) FL
(330) 421-3618
pennyd1954@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Bluetick 
Coonhounds, Greyhounds, Salukis

Mrs. Beth Downey(102539) MS
(410) 829-2455
bethdowney539@gmail.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Dachshunds, 
Bulldogs, French Bulldogs, Lowchen, 
Tibetan Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli, JS

Cathy Eke(101345) IN
(317) 695-2829
onlybdogs@aol.com
French Bulldogs

Mr. Edward A. Fojtik(104757) IL
(847) 254-6166
efojtik@aol.com
Barbets, Pointers, Gordon Setters, Irish 
Red and White Setters, Spinoni Italiani, 
Wirehaired Pointing Griffons, Poodles

Mr. Larry E. Hansen, Jr.(19512) AZ
(623) 975-0595
ironwoodnewf@cox.net
Boxers

Mrs. Robette Johns(7134) IL
(704) 219-8277
robette1991@gmail.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Old English 

Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs
Ms. Julie Jussaume(78701) CT

(860) 933-3599
juljuss@yahoo.com
Barbets, Lagotti Romagnoli, German 
Shorthaired Pointers, Curly-Coated 
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, English 
Setters

Mrs. Nancy Lovelady(97313) NV
jwnsl@sbcglobal.net
Basset Hounds, Beagles, Dachshunds, 
Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, Pharaoh 
Hounds, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Sharon Masnick(97181) SC
(843) 933-5516
skmasnick@aol.com
Boston Terriers, Bulldogs, Tibetan Span-
iels

Ms. Bonnie Money(105681) IN
(317) 452-2204
blmoney@att.net
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Australian Cat-
tle Dogs, Bouviers des Flandres, Mudik, 
Swedish Vallhunds

Mr. Jerry Parisek(97009) FL
(847) 507-3911
jeromeparisek@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Chi-
nese Cresteds, Poodles, Collies

Mr. Benson E. Ray(97179) SC
(843) 933-5367
benson592@aol.com
Boston Terriers. Bulldogs, Tibetan Span-
iels
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Mrs. Sharon Ann Redmer(2711) MI

(734) 449-4995
sredmer@umich.edu
Balance of Non-Sporting Group(Bull-
dogs, Cotons du Tulear, French Bulldogs, 
Shibu Inu), Airedale Terriers, Wire Fox 
Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mrs. Charlene Rutar(94495) IN
(317) 989-3120
whiteriver.gsp@gmail.com
Finnish Spitz, Lhasa Apsos, Shiba Inu

Mr. John Schoeneman(98359) NC
(704) 363-7238
schohaus1@aol.com
Balance of Herding Group(Beaucero-
ns, Bergamasco Sheepdogs, Briards, 
Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, Finnish 
Lapphunds, Lancashire Heelers, Mudik, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Spanish Water 
Dogs)

Ms. Pamela Schroeder(108285) WA
(778) 834-0059
pam@schroeder.bc.ca
Boxers, Bullmastiffs, Dogues de Bor-
deaux, Great Danes, Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dogs, Samoyeds, Pumik

Marilyn Van Vleit(67040) OR
(503) 510-1332
mvanvleit@gmail.com
American English Coonhounds, Beagles, 
Borzois

Ms. Judith White(95513) OH
(330) 854-0354
jubilhill@sssnet.com
Bedlington Terriers, Sealyham Terriers

Ms. Kathy L. Wilkins(6799) GA
(770) 315-4452
lochlynfarm@gmail.com
Chihuahuas, Border Collies, German 
Shepherd Dogs

Ms. Pamela Wilson(64914) TX
(512) 280-3103
wilscot@sbcglobal.net
Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Japanese 
Chins, Russian Toys, Yorkshire Terrier

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Mrs. Erin L. McClurg-McRobb

(29712) TX
(214) 864-6693
erinlynn999@aol.com

Ms. Madeline McCue(113393) CA
(916) 759-1484
maddiemccue@icloud.com

Mr. Alex Wheeler(113371) MA
(508) 287-9115
alexwheeler.dogs@gmail.com

REINSTATED JUDGE
The Judging eligibility of the following 

person has been reinstated.
Dr. Kevin Cline(100727) LA 

(315) 455-1534
kjc10750@bellsouth.net
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

CONFORMATION JUDGE: RESIGNED 
BREED 

 The judge below has notified AKC to 
resign her privileges for the following:
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Mrs. Wyoma Clouss 
Alaskan Malamutes

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Mrs. Susan M. Carr

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Stephen P. Fisher
Ms. Mary M. MacCollum
Mr. Terry Temple

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Dr. David T. Hayhurst
Mrs. Mari J. Hayhurst
Mr. Kenneth L. Rayner, Jr.
Mr. Gene N. Vaccaro

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.
Samantha Williams (102089) CA

(661) 472-2617
mezzowithcorgis@gmail.com
Obedience – Utility

Heather Smith (111020) CA
(714) 925-6116
rvtheather@gmail.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

Dee Dee Anderson (50143) CA
(650) 823-2326
dd@ddsdogtraining.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

DECEASED OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING 
JUDGES 
Winston Kupau (HI) 

Obedience & Rally

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club.
BELLACLAN- Border Collies  Mrs. Laura 
K. S. Wright
BIG THOMPSON- Bulldogs- Karla J. 
Thompson & John F. Thompson 
CROWN JEWELL- Vizslas- Jen Jewell
DUTCH HOLLOW- Labrador Retrievers- 
Sandy S. McMillan
EARTHMOUNTAIN -Yorkshire Terriers- 
Linda A. Carter
GOLDENRAE- Golden Retrievers- Ally-
son A. Tinker
JBK-Border Colles- Jodie Keener
KLEOS- Border Collies- Glenda W. Pate 
LAKEWAY’S- Toy Manchester Terriers-  
Richard Roach & Cheryl Roach
LONG MT- Australian Shepherds- Julie L. 
Van Der Linden 
MALACHITE- Basenjis -Adam Kozikowski
O’HAN- Keeshonds- Christine L. Wil-
liamson
ORCHARD HILL- Norfolk Terriers-Erica 
S Venier & Rachel A Venier
PAWCIFIC CREST- Vizslas- Jennifer A. 
Knoblich & Brian E. Knoblich
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REGALIA- Pembroke Welsh Corgis-Jenni-
fer P. Delmer
RZBK- Labrador Retrievers- James E. 
Ragsdale, Jr
ROYAL OHANA- Mastiffs- Elizabeth 
Vilchis 
STARKHAUS- Rottweilers- Crystal A. 
McGrath-Minta
SKYFALL- Lagotto Romagnolo- Olga 
Ledyan
VINEWOOD- English Springer Spaniels- 
Kathy A. Patregnani
WINCHESTER- Cane Corso- James Wat-
son
ZUKI- Border Collies- Karen K. Essex

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
AY CARAMBA- Chihuahuas- Alejandra 
A. Rodriguez-Ruiz
CASANOVA- Cane Corso- Jessica R. 
Griswold
ESSEX- Pembroke Welsh Corgis- Chun 
Ta Lee
FAMILIA GUARDIA- Cane Corso- 
Daisy Arenas
DAL KASTANA- Cane Corso- Anastasi-
ya Kostyeva
OPK’S – Golden Retrievers- Christine A. 
Harp
QUAIL RUN- Labrador Retrievers- Cyn-
thia Freeman & Linda Coogan

REDWOOD- James C. Ehrman & Rach-
elle Ehrman
R-EVOLUTION- Miniature American 
Shepherds- Terri H. Meyers
PATITAS GRANDES- Briards- Kyle 
Nugent & Aurorita E. Nugent
SEIFDUNES-French Bulldogs- Roy L. 
Symes
TOP GUN- Boykin Spaniels- Jacquelin 
DeAngelo
WHITE DIAMOND- American Eskimo 
Dogs-Anthony Verrico & Margaret Verrico
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE,
NEW YORK, NY 

FEBRUARY 12-13, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, February 
12, 2024, at 8:31 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New York 
office. The Executive Secretary was also pres-
ent.

Copies of the January 8-9, 2024, Board Meet-
ing minutes had been previously provided to 
all Directors for review. Dr. Garvin moved 
to amend the Vlack section of the minutes to 
delete the last sentence and replace it with: 
“The Board had no objection.”

Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by 
Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED to approve 
the amended January 2024 Board Meeting 
minutes.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung updated the Board on action 
items and several business matters, including 
Registration and Events.

A report was presented on AKC Meet the 

Breeds® along with a video, which will be 
played at the next Delegate Meeting in 
March.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss business matters. Nothing was report-
ed out of this session. 

Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal Department 
update as of January 2024.

CMS Upgrade Project
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President of 
Sports & Events; Keith Frazier, Executive 
Vice President of Business Support Services; 
Alan Slay, Director of Event Programs; and 
Torraine Williams, Director of Engineering, 
participated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference. 

The Competition Management System 
(CMS) Upgrade Project represents a signifi-
cant investment in AKC’s future. Its goal is to 
allow participants, clubs, judges, and Staff to 
manage their involvement more efficiently in 
AKC sports and events. A status report was 
presented.

2023 Accomplishments include:
• Upgrade to the PowerBuilder Web-

Based Platform
• Automated letters for the Companion 
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Event Operations Department

• Upgraded Judge Panel Management 
(JPM) System, V2

• Conformation Judges Reports
• Modifications to the National Special-

ty Show Locator Tool
• Webpage to Support Downloadable 

Invitations to the NOHS Finals
• Online CGC Evaluator Application 

Portal

FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, present-
ed preliminary financial statements (unaudit-
ed) as of December 31, 2023.

Unaudited Financial Results for the twelve 
months ended December 31, 2023.

Net Operating Income is $9.2 million.

REVENUES:
Total Revenues of $101.1 million are lower 
than forecast by 1%, excluding Interest & 
Dividends.

Registration Fees, excluding Registration-Re-
lated revenues, total $37.8 million and trail 
forecast by 4%. 

Registration-related Revenues trail forecast by 
3%.

Recording & Event Service fees, Title Recog-

nition, and Event Application fees total $18 
million, ahead of the forecast by 4%.

Product & Service Sales total $12 million, 
trailing forecast by 2%.
Advertising, Sponsorship, and Royalties total 
$19.7 million, trailing forecast by 1%.

EXPENSES:
Controllable Expenses total $85 million, trail-
ing forecast by 1%.
Non-controllable expenses are lower than 
forecast by 1%.

Non-Financial Statistics for the 12 months 
ended December 31, 2023 Registrations: 
2023 YTD Litter Reg. 3% lower than fore-
cast, 10% lower than 2022 YTD.
2023 YTD Dog Reg. 2% lower than forecast, 
15% lower than 2022 YTD.

Events & Entries
Compared to the same period in 2022, 
Events & Entries were ahead by 6% & 4% 
respectively.
Entries were 4% better than the 2023 
Forecast.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary, and 
Brandi Hunter Munden, Vice President of 
Communications and Public Relations, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting. Sheila 
Goffe, Vice President of Government Rela-
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tions, participated in this portion of the meet-
ing via video conference.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Appointment of Trial Boards
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss business matters. It was reported out 
of this session that Vincent A. Indeglia and 
Robert Newman were appointed as Trial 
Board members, and Frank Barton was 
appointed as an alternate to the Performance 
Trial Board. 

Article VII, Section 1 Bylaw Amendment
Greater Clark County Kennel Club 
(GCCKC) submitted a Bylaw amendment 
in accordance with Article XX, Section 1 
of the AKC Bylaws. GCCKC requests a 
Bylaw amendment to Article VII, Section 1 
regarding term limits. The recommendation 
is to delete the third paragraph of Article VII, 
Section 1 to remove term limits. GCCKC 
believes a change to Article VII, Section 1 is 
significant to maintain the integrity and con-
sistency of the Board. 

Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, seconded 
by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to consider the matter at this meet-
ing, waiving the normal notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, seconded 
by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED (unan-
imously) to approve the recommendation 

from GCCKC. 

This will be read to the Delegates at the 
March 2024 meeting for a VOTE at the June 
2024 meeting. 

AKC Communications Q4 and Year-End 
Report 2023
Total Clips:
Clips Evaluated in Q4: 7,233 (+26% from 
5,733 in 2022)

 

2023 YEAR-END MEDIA COVERAGE ANALYSIS
Total media placements (print, broadcast and 
internet) qualitatively evaluated in 2023: 
Q1- 9,162 
Q2- 5,946 
Q3- 5,890  
Q4- 7,233
         
Total number of clips evaluated for 2023 was 
28,231 (+12% from 25,188 in 2022).

2023 Highlights
• 16.23% increase in media relations and 

press coverage in Mandarin language 
and Spanish language publications (vs. 
15% in 2022).
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• 21% increase in the media visibility of 

our Chief Veterinary Officer (vs. 13% 
in 2022).

• Maintained a 98% positivity rating (vs. 
97.4% in 2022).

• Increased McClatchy pick up (up to 
over 700 newspapers weekly) (on par 
with 2022).

• There was a 27.1% increase in media 
coverage of AKC Affiliates (AKC 
Reunite, AKC MoD, AKC Humane 
Fund, and AKC CHF) (vs.19.3% in 
2022).

AKC National Championship:
• Executed an aggressive national and 

local PR campaign for the AKC 
National Championship.

• Distributed press releases announcing 
the ABC television network broadcast 
& record-breaking entry totals.

• Drafted and distributed press releases 
of the winners of the various competi-
tions in real-time.

• Satellite Media Tour promoting the 
broadcast.

• Secured a broadcast exclusive with 
Best in Show winner on Good Morn-
ing America.

Government Relations Q4 2023 Update 
and Year-End Highlights 
2023 was a busy year for the GR team: Con-
gress, most local councils and all 50 state 

legislatures were in session. The GR team 
monitored approximately 2,400 federal, state, 
and local legislative and regulatory propos-
als. Although the number of bills pertaining 
to dogs declined slightly over 2022, many 
were more sophisticated than in the past. The 
number of administrative regulations and 
regulatory changes nationwide impacting 
dogs and dog events significantly increased in 
2023.

Issue Engagement/Advocacy: Direct issue 
engagement and advocacy by the GR team 
continued to expand. In 2023, AKC GR 
issued 270 geo-targeted legislative alerts, 73 
blogs and op eds and provided comments 
and/or in-person and written testimony for 
more than 225 bills. The most common cat-
egories of legislation addressed in 2023 relat-
ed to: Animal cruelty and breeder licensing 
(17%); Working dogs (14%); Animal control 
(12%); Veterinary issues (8%) Hunting/land-
use/performance events (7%) and other (7%). 

Building influence: Ongoing engagement is 
bringing new levels of influence, recognition, 
and success for AKC among government 
and industry leaders. Specific areas of focus 
include protecting the rights of breeders and 
owners, fighting breed specific and pheno-
typic bans, fighting mandatory sterilization 
bills; and issues associated with working dogs, 
canine imports and transportation, pet sales, 
and other areas. The GR team uses multi-
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ple approaches to expand AKC’s reach and 
reputation. GR webinars, resources and vid-
eos are making AKC policy resources more 
accessible than ever.

Regional or field-based Staff positions are 
improving our ability to provide assistance at 
the state and local levels, increasing positive 
outcomes. GR Staff also actively work with 
federal agencies, members of Congress and 
other stakeholders to educate, advocate and 
protect the ability of responsible hobby breed-
ers to raise puppies in their homes and allow 
breed experts to develop novel approaches 
that achieve best outcomes for their breed. 

AKC policy expertise: Specific areas of focus 
include protecting the rights of breeders and 
owners, fighting breed-specific and pheno-
typic bans, fighting mandatory sterilization 
bills, and issues associated with working dogs, 
canine imports and transportation, pet sales, 
and other areas. The GR team uses multi-
ple communication approaches, including 
GR webinars, fact sheets, policy analyses, 
and videos, to make AKC policy resources 
more accessible than ever. More than 20 new 
resources of this nature were developed.  

Successes: AKC GR recorded dozens of leg-
islative successes across the country in 2023. 
These include proactive policies to advance 
dogs and the interests of dog owners, and 
defensive positions to combat ill-conceived 

or radical anti-breeder/anti-dog owner policy. 
A list of 2023 success highlights is available 
online at www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/gov-
ernment-relations/successes/.

New & expanded economic impact and 
benefits reports: In 2023, AKC conducted 
surveys and completed an expanded AKC 
Economic Benefits Survey with new, one-
page report/tear sheets for all 50 states. Sur-
veys were broadened to include participants 
in companion and performance events and 
national specialties (in addition to All-Breed 
Conformation shows). The greater breadth 
and depth of surveys and analysis better rep-
resent the range of AKC sports and events. 
Our findings demonstrated that individual 
spending at all breed shows increased more 
than 40% over the previous survey year 
($982). Surveys of attendees at national spe-
cialty shows found that participants spend, on 
average, more than $2,500 at their national 
specialties. 

A third study, utilizing this data and eco-
nomic calculators, estimated the total impact 
of AKC events annually at approximately 
$2.7 billion nationwide. These important 
reports demonstrate the real value that 
AKC brings to communities around the 
country. The reports are sent to lawmakers 
and made available to constituents and the 
public at https://www.akcgr.org. The reports 
push back against anti-breeder legislation 

https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/successes/
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/successes/
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and help clubs secure event sites. 

Priority Legislation Monthly Update 
Sheila Goffe highlighted numerous active pri-
ority legislation and administrative regulations 
in Congress and State Legislation. She noted 
that additional information is available on 
the AKC legislative action center microsite: 
https://www.akcgr.org.

MARKETING
Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President of Marketing; 
Melissa Olund, Director of Digital Market-
ing; Jacqueline Taylor, Director of Marketing; 
Meghan Prince, Brand Marketing Manag-
er; Kerri Schreiber, Social Media Manager; 
Nikhil Kanoor, Search Engine Optimization 
and Gabe Fuller, Social Media Coordinator 
participated in this portion of the meeting.

Quarterly Social Media Update
Highlights of social media objectives in 2023 
included expanding content offerings on Tik-
Tok to engage younger audiences, prioritizing 
tentpole sports and event coverage to engage 
dog sports enthusiasts (both active partic-
ipants and people who love to watch), and 
increasing engagement through dedicated 
community management.

2023 Total followers by platform:
Facebook:   4,417,588 followers  
Instagram:   440,451 followers
X (Twitter):  99,491 followers

TikTok:  352,736 followers
Pinterest:  72,545 followers
Total*: 5,382,811 followers (7.2% 
total follower increase vs. 2022)

Search Engine Optimization Yearly Review 
Highlights of our Search Engine Optimi-
zation (SEO) work in 2023 included AKC 
Marketplace geographic page ranking and 
traffic improvements, AKC.org content and 
site speed optimization, and developing a 
SEO strategy for AKC Shop.

Marketing Social Media Activity Highlights 
for the AKC National Championship

• Highlights of our social media objec-
tives for the 2023 AKC National 
Championship included pre-promo-
tion of videos, articles, and photos, 
our team’s live coverage on-site at the 
event, pre-promotion for the ABC 
broadcast, and live coverage during the 
ABC broadcast on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and TikTok.

• We were up YOY for our key engage-
ment metrics on posts related to the 
AKC National Championship.

• We continue to publish content all year 
long related to the National Cham-
pionship up to the event, which has 
increased content in December/Janu-
ary surrounding the event to keep our 
audience engaged.

Impressions: 40,269,671 (up 527%)
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Engagements: 2,712,256 (up 537%)
Engagement Rate (per Impression): 

6.7% (up 1.6%)
Post Link Clicks: 33,429 (down 

5.2%)
Published Posts: 695 (up 94.7%)

AKC Sports & Events 2023: Marketing 
Overview 

In 2023, Marketing executed an omnichan-
nel strategy that has significantly boosted 
awareness, participation, and revenue for 
AKC Sports & Events. This comprehen-
sive approach leveraged email campaigns, 
SMS outreach, social media, content arti-
cles, broadcasting coverage, and insightful 
research. These combined efforts were strate-
gically implemented to accomplish the follow-
ing goals:

• The creation of more accessible entry 
points into AKC Sports & Events.

• The encouragement of AKC Sports & 
Events viewers to become participants. 

• The conversion of sports participants 
into advocates for AKC Sports & 
Events.

MEDIA AND SPONSORSHIPS
Ron Furman, Vice President of Broadcasting, 
Sponsorship and Media, and Daphna Straus, 
Vice President of Business Development, 
participated in this portion of the meeting. 

2023 Yearly Recap Report on Media and 
Sales Activities
The AKC’s over-the-top video network, 
AKC.tv, experienced growth in 2023 in 
plays across all platforms, including Web 
plays on AKC.tv via desktop or mobile 
(+1.1M), AKC.tv app plays (over +1.3M) 
and plays on AKC.org via our digital 
content matching system (over +100M). 
The channel continues to grow in reach, 
breadth, and scope of content. 

The AKC.tv FAST (free ad-supported 
television) channel was launched in 2023, 
bringing AKC.tv content to new audiences. 
The AKC.tv FAST channel is available on 
Plex TV and Fubo TV and is scheduled to be 
launched on Sling TV and Anoki TV in 2024. 
The AKC Media Team continues to work 
toward additional distribution opportunities 
for the AKC.tv FAST Channel.

AKC Good Dog TV premiered as a syndi-
cated show in the New York City market on 
July 8 and 9, 2023 on channels Fox 5 and My 
9, respectively. AKC Good Dog TV’s syndi-
cation successfully expanded in 2023, and by 
the end of the year included: 

• 93 total markets 
• 117 total television stations
• 41MM total TV homes

AKC’s dog sports programming on ESPN 
celebrated its most successful year in 2023, 
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premiering 16 new, original shows: 

1. 2022 AKC National Championship 
Dog Show presented by Royal Canin 

2. 2022 AKC National Championship 
Dog Show Highlights 

3. 2023 AKC Flyball Dog Challenge  
4. 2023 AKC Flyball Dog Challenge 

Highlights 
5. 2023 AKC National Agility Champi-

onship 
6. 2023 AKC National Agility Champi-

onship Highlights
7. 2023 AKC Diving Dogs Challenge
8. 2023 AKC Diving Dogs Challenge 

Highlights  
9. 2023 AKC Disc Dog Challenge 
10. 2023 AKC Fastest Dogs USA
11. 2023 AKC Fastest Dogs USA High-

lights
12. 2023 AKC Agility Premier Cup
13. 2023 Flyball CanAm Classic
14. AKC Heroes: 2023 Awards for 

Canine Excellence
15. 2023 AKC Agility Invitational 
16. 2023 AKC National Championship 

Dog Show, presented by Royal Canin 

In addition to increasing program hours, view-
ership for AKC broadcasts has also grown.

REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT
Mark Dunn, Executive Vice President of 
Registration; Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President 
of Marketing; Linda Duncklee, Director of 

Registration Services; Jill Zapadinsky, Direc-
tor of Call Center and Registration Support; 
Jacqueline Taylor, Director of Marketing; and 
Sierra Ziegler, Brand Marketing Manager 
participated in this portion of the meeting.

February 2024 Registration Update
• Litter Registration in 2023 was -2.4% 

from budget and -9.8% from 2022; 
but +14.2% compared to 2019.

• Dog Registration in 2023 was -11.4% 
from budget and -14.9% from 2022; 
but +3.7% compared to 2019.

There was a discussion of the registration 
return rates in 2023 as well as the changes in 
Breeder and Litter segmentation from 2019 
vs. 2023. 

AKC Registration Initiatives Update
In 2023, the Registration and Marketing Staff 
created an omnichannel plan to boost aware-
ness of key initiatives and positively impact 
litter and dog registrations and revenue per 
registration transaction.

A. Revamped the Abandoner email 
campaign, targeting individuals who 
initiate dog registration but leave the 
process unfinished to improve the reg-
istration return rate. 

B. Staff implemented a redesigned 
Unregistered Dog (URD) email cam-
paign. An “Unregistered Dog” is a dog 
owner who got their dog from an AKC 
breeder but hasn’t started AKC dog 
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registration yet. 

C. Besides the ongoing Breeder Tool Kit 
feature development led by Registra-
tion Staff, the Registration Marketing 
team led the development and imple-
mentation of a comprehensive cam-
paign to drive awareness and use by 
breeders.

D. December 6, 2023, AKC launched its 
AKC’s online pet pharmacy, AKCRx, 
in collaboration with Allivet. A market-
ing plan supported the launch, strate-
gically showcasing the AKCRx offer 
(Free One-Month of Simparica Trio, 
valued up to $32) as an added value to 
AKC Dog Registration.

E. The collaborative efforts of the Mar-
keting, Registration, Breeder Develop-
ment, and Sport Services teams led to 
the redevelopment of the Breeder of 
Merit campaign, aiming to enforce the 
100% litter registration requirement 
for Breeders of Merit.

F.  We conceived and executed a highly 
successful new omnichannel strate-
gic marketing campaign for the AKC 
GoodDog Helpline’s 10th anniversary. 
The primary objective was to boost 
awareness and drive sales for Good-
Dog Helpline (GDH) services.

G. We identified the need for on-hold 
messages in Spanish as an essential 
service to AKC and its Hispanic con-
sumers. To address this, marketing 

created a set of on-hold messages in 
Spanish to complement our optimized 
English messages.

H. Created new explainer videos dedi-
cated to the critical Registration initia-
tives, Pedigrees, and Why register

I. The Registration Marketing team col-
laborated with Breeder Development 
in 2023 to help promote their In-Per-
son Breeder Symposium Series.

Customer Service Updates
2023 Customer Service Year in Review

• Handled 445,853 calls (+29k from 
2022) with a 7% call abandon rate 
(Industry-standard between 5% -8%).

• Answered 3,300 Facebook Private 
Messages (+300 from 2022).

• Continuing to leverage technology and 
successfully implemented after-hours 
IVR, a self-guided and self-paced 
online dog registration tutorial, and 
the ability for our agents to co-browse 
with a client to assist them better. 

COMPLIANCE 
Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance and Jessi-
ca Lopez, Compliance Manager, participated 
in this meeting portion via video conference.

Approval of Annual Fees 
The Charter and Bylaws of the American 
Kennel Club, Inc. require that the Board of 
Directors set deposits annually for the sub-
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mission of complaints pursuant to Article XII, 
Section 1, as well as deposits for appeals to an 
Appeal Trial Board pursuant to Article XIII, 
Section 7. 

The current deposit to file a complaint pur-
suant to Article XII, Section 1, is $625. The 
current deposit to file an Appeal to an Appeal 
Trial Board is $250. Staff recommends that 
these deposits remain the same for 2024.

This will be discussed further at the April 
meeting. 

Compliance Status Report – Fourth Quarter 
2023 & Year-End Review
Staff presented an overview of the 2023 activ-

ities of the Compliance Department. 
In 2023, the Management Disciplinary Com-
mittee reviewed 66 matters. The Staff Event 
Committee reviewed 80 actions as well as 171 
incident reports. 

Hearing After Events - In addition to mat-
ters addressed at the event, Compliance also 
assists clubs that must hold an Event Com-
mittee hearing after the event. This could be 
because of a serious procedural error in the 
first hearing at the event; the club received the 
complaint after the event but within five days, 
or the club could not locate and notify the 
accused of the hearing at the event. Staff par-
ticipated in 38 after-hearing events in 2023. 
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(Final Board Disciplinary actions are 
reported on the Secretary’s Page.)

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; Glenn Lycan, Director, 
Event Operations Support; and Lisa Cecin, 
Director of Club Relations, participated in 
this portion of the meeting via video con-
ference. 

Centennial Clubs 
AKC is pleased to recognize the following 
Centennial Clubs:

1. Virginia Kennel Club (Virginia)
2. Westbury Kennel Association (New 

York)
3. Somerset Hills Kennel Club (New 

Jersey)
4. Cocker Spaniel Breeders of New 

England (Massachusetts)
5. Kennel Club of Buffalo (New York)
6. San Joaquin Kennel Club (California)

The AKC will add these clubs to the list of 
Centennial Clubs on our website, and we 
will provide a Centennial Banner for dis-
play at their upcoming club functions. In 
total, there are 122 AKC Centennial Clubs. 

Club Relations 2023 Activity Report
Club Relations is responsible for the 
accreditation, advancement, and licensing 
of AKC’s 15 types of clubs. Club Relations 

processes member club status requests, 
bylaw reviews, territory designations and 
expansions, sanctioned matches, and men-
tored programs, and offers informal guid-
ance to clubs concerning internal club dis-
pute resolution. 

Status and Trends
Number of clubs as of January 9, 2024:

Member clubs 650 
Licensed clubs 4220
Sanctioned Plan A clubs 84
Sanctioned Plan B clubs 83
Total 5037

The total number of clubs on January 17, 
2023 was 5020.

New All-Breed Club in 2023: 1
Lake Norman Kennel Club

New Parent Clubs in 2023: 4
American Shikoku Ken Club 
Czechoslovakian Vlcak Club of 
America
Pyrenean Mastiff Association of 
America
Yakutian Laika Club of America

        
New Group Clubs in 2023: 4

Happy Tails Ranch Working Group 
Club of Island Lake, IL
Hound Association of Northern 
California
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Iowa Hound Association  
Sporting Dog Club of Virginia

             
New Member Clubs in 2023: 4            

American Toy Fox Terrier Club
Barbet Club of America
Chinook Club of America
Gloucester Kennel Club of Virginia

In summary, there were 219 new clubs and 
34 dissolved clubs in the past five years, 
yielding a gain of 185 total clubs over a 
5-year period.

The largest club category is local specialty 
clubs. Over the past five years, there were 
80 new clubs and 24 dissolved, yielding a 
gain of 56 in a 5-year period.

2023 Actions
• Policy implemented for the “Two Path 

Event Option Towards License Sta-
tus” for all AKC club types (July 2023 
Board Meeting). 

• Policy implemented for “Exploring 
Options for Existing Local Specialty 
Club Territories” (November 2023 
Board Meeting). 

• Continued research for 100th-anniver-
sary clubs eligible to receive Centenni-
al Club Banners for events.

• Began developing Club Relations 
online web portal project for process-
ing status presentations online, includ-

ing collaboration between vendor, Key 
Mark, and AKC IT Staff.

• Online payments for Member Club 
Dues have increased to 68%, up from 
59% in 2022.

2024 Initiatives
• Continue to prioritize processing pre-

sentations efficiently within an annual 
average of 4 weeks.

• Enhancing Club Resources AKC web 
page to assist clubs in managing com-
plex issues.

• Completion of Club Relations online 
web portal project for processing sta-
tus presentations online for tracking 
and improved customer service. 

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS 
APPROVED IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Basset Hound Club of America (1937)
Bichon Frise Club of America (1984)
Clarksville Kennel Club, Montgomery 
County, TN (1999)
Idaho Capital City Kennel Club, Ada 
County, ID (1981)
St. Bernard Club of America (1898)
Wisconsin Amateur Field Trial Club, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, (1941)

REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS 
APPROVED IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Heart of Illinois Parson Russell Terrier 
Club, greater Joliet, IL (including com-
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munities north to Libertyville, southwest 
to Astoria and east to Kankakee), 25 total 
households, 12 local.

Iowa Hound Association, greater Cedar 
Rapids, IA (including communities 
northwest to Waverly/Denver, south-
west to Oskaloosa/Ottumwa, southeast to 
Mediapolis, and northeast to Dubuque), 30 
total households, 16 local.

Mid-Atlantic Herding Group Club of 
Maryland, Greater Baltimore, MD (includ-
ing communities west to Front Royal, VA, 
south to Etlan, VA, east to Long Beach, 
MD, and north to the MD/PA border), 27 
total households, 14 local.

Mid-Atlantic Working Group Club of 
Maryland, Greater Baltimore, MD (includ-
ing communities northwest to Hagerstown, 
south to Mechanicsville, MD, east to 
Sailsbury, northeast to Cherry Hill), 28 
total households, 13 local.

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club 
of New England, greater Westhampton, 
MA (including communities northeast to 
Haverhill, MA, south to Wyoming, RI, west 
to Goshen, CT and north to Huntington, 
MA), 21 total households, 14 local.

Pacific Northwest Japanese Chin Club, 
greater Olympia, WA (including commu-

nities north Arlington, south to Chehalis, in 
proximity to Interstate 5), 20 total house-
holds, 15 local.

Sunshine State Lhasa Apso Club, greater 
Winter Haven, FL (State of Florida), 31 
total households, 12 local.

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; Tim Thomas, Vice 
President of Conformation; Glenn Lycan, 
Director, Event Operations Support; and 
Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

Regional NOHS - Only Events
The Board reviewed a recommendation 
for a pilot program to allow up to eight 
Regional NOHS -Only Events to be held by 
All-Breed Clubs. The events would be struc-
tured like the NOHS Championship event 
in Orlando, except it would not be an invita-
tional. All owner-handlers can participate.

All-Breed Clubs will be advised of the 
opportunity and asked to submit a proposal 
to hold a Regional NOHS Only Event. The 
events will be located around the country.

Clubs will be selected based on the quality 
of the proposal, the club’s history of holding 
NOHS events, and the date they are propos-
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ing to hold the event. Regional NOHS events 
will be staggered throughout the pilot period. 
No two events will be held on the same week-
end or in the same geographic region.

Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, sec-
onded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve a pilot program 
that will allow up to eight Regional NOHS 
Only events to be held by All-Breed Clubs. 

The pilot program will run for one 
year, from September 19, 2024 through 
September 17, 2025.     

Exhibition Only Four-to-Six Month 
Beginner Puppy Competition
The Board reviewed a proposal to amend 
the Sanctioned Four-to-Six Month 
Beginner Puppy Competition Regulations 
to allow professional handlers, members 
of their household, and current assistants 
to personally exhibit dogs they own for 
exhibition only in the Four-to-Six Month 
Beginner Puppy Competition. 

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, sec-
onded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED 
(in favor: Battaglia, Carota, Davies, 
Garvin, Hamblin, Knight, Powers, Smyth, 
Sweetwood, Tatro, Wallin. Abstained: 
Biddle. Opposed: McAteer ) to approve the 
proposed revision to The Sanctioned Four-
to-Six Month Beginner Puppy Competition 

Regulations to allow professional handlers, 
members of their household and current 
assistants to personally exhibit dogs they 
own for Exhibition Only in the Four-to-Six 
Month Beginner Puppy Competition. The 
effective date is July 31, 2024. 

Show Secretaries - Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 9, Section 11 and Chapter 
11, Section 12
The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion from the Delegate Dog Show Rules 
Committee (DSRC) to revise Chapter 
9, Section 10 and Chapter 11, Section 
12 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, for 
greater clarity in defining eligibility require-
ments for one serving as a Show Secretary.

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

Show Veterinarians - Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 10, Section 5 and Chapter 
15, Section 1
The Board reviewed a recommendation from 
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
(DSRC) to modify Chapter 10, Section 
5, and Chapter 15, Section 1 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows. 

The recommended modifications remove the 
club’s obligation for expenses incurred for a 
dog it remands for veterinary examination. 
They also define the circumstances in which 
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a dog remanded may return to competition.
This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting.

Executive Dog Shows Superintendent 
Application
The Board was advised that Executive 
Dog Shows applied for superintendent 
licensing. A three-member Staff com-
mittee reviewed the application and 
determined that a limited superintendent 
license should be approved for Executive 
Dog Shows.  

JUDGING OPERATIONS
Tim Thomas, Vice President of 
Conformation, and Doug Ljungren, 
Executive Vice President of Sports & Events, 
participated in this portion of the meeting.

Conformation Dog Show Judges Annual 
Report
The Board reviewed a memorandum that 
provided data related to Conformation Judges 
and judging applications as well as an over-
view of activities of the Judging Operations 
Department in the 2023 calendar year. 
Judging Operations continued its efforts to 
provide resources for judges. The Judges 
Education Webinar Series first launched in 
2020 in a collaborative effort with AKC’s 
Education Department continued. Breed spe-
cific presentations continue to be a challenge 
to arrange, as one breed webinar was offered 

in 2023 – Sloughi. Since the first webinar was 
presented on March 30, 2020, a total of 113 
breed webinars have been presented with a 
total attendance of 4,534.

In addition to the breed webinars, Judging 
Operations has continued the “Review & 
FAQs on Conformation Judging Procedures, 
Polices & Guidelines” webinar series intro-
duced in 2021. Seven (7) presentations of the 
“Review & FAQs on Conformation Judging 
Procedures, Polices & Guidelines” webinar 
series were offered in 2023 with an audience 
of 1,382 attending the live presentations. 
Links to access the recordings of the proce-
dural webinars are also posted on the AKC 
website resulting in a total of 786 additional 
registrations accessing the recording of any 
one of the 2023 procedural offerings.

The department also provided in-person 
judges education in 2022. The Institute 
for New and Aspiring Judges (Basic) was 
offered at five locations throughout the 
year. 118 individuals attended the 2023 
Basic Institutes. The department contin-
ued its collaboration with the Dog Judges 
Association of America, co-hosting the 
AKC/DJAA Advanced Judging Institute 
December 12-15, 2023, in conjunction 
with the AKC National Championship 
for the 12th consecutive year, and the 
11th year offering judges education 
seminars for two complete groups, with 
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Sporting and Terriers as the groups 
offered in 2023. Approximately 250 indi-
viduals attended breed-specific Judges 
Education Seminars over the week. 

The report also reviewed initiatives imple-
mented by the department in 2023 includ-
ing its monthly communication to all 
Conformation clubs informing of new judge 
approvals; providing judges access via their 
MyAKC account to reports supplying his-
torical judging assignment and education 
records; the development of a list of breed-
er-judges for all recognized breeds; and the 
naming of Greg McCarthy as Executive 
Field Representative/Education Liaison. 

APPLICATION DATA: The number of 
New Breed Applications (first-time appli-
cants) increased for the 2nd consecutive 
year in 2023. The department believes this 
is directly attributed to the 2022 policy revi-

sions which increased the maximum number 
of breeds one could request on their initial 
application and introduced the ability for 
exemplary individuals to request the abil-
ity to apply for a full group. The number 
of additional breed applications (current 
judges) increased, while the number of indi-
vidual breeds requested decreased slightly 
when compared to the previous year. This 
is likely a result of reduction in the man-
datory period between applications which 
was decreased from six to three months in 
November 2022.

Staff also provided data related to 
Conformation judges, which included charts 
displaying the total number of judges and 
the cumulative number of groups eligible to 
judge by all judges over a span of 10 years; 
and the number of judges approved for 2+, 
3+, 4+, 5+ or 6+ groups over a 10-year 
span.
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COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, Sports & Events; Caroline 
Murphy, Director of Performance 
Events, and Diane Schultz, Director of 
Obedience, Rally, and Tracking partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

English Setter Association of America 
National Walking Gun Dog Championship
The Board reviewed a Staff recommenda-
tion to grant the English Setter Association 
of America the right to hold a National 
Walking Gun Dog Championship. The dog 
who wins the event will be awarded the title 
NWGDC. This is consistent with events 
currently held by six other pointing breeds. 

In addition, the recommendation is 
to make this change retroactive to 
November 1, 2023, to acknowledge the 
dog that won the 2023 National Walking 
Gun Dog Championship held by the 
Parent Club. 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Mr. Powers, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to consider the 
matter at this meeting, waiving the nor-
mal notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Mr. Smyth, the Board 

VOTED (unanimously) to approve the 
Staff recommendation. 

This will be read to the Delegates at the 
March 2024 meeting for a VOTE at the 
June 2024 meeting. 

Retriever Field Trials – System of Rotation 
for All Stakes
The Board reviewed the Retriever Field 
Trial Advisory Committee (RFTAC) 
recommendation to allow judges to use 
a rotation system for all stakes. Rotation 
refers to a system used to select which 
dog runs first in a series. Currently, a 
rotation is required for major stakes and 
optional for minor stakes. 

This would require changing Chapter 
14, Section 4 of the Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedure for Retrievers. This 
recommendation would standardize run-
ning order methods by allowing judges to 
impose a system of rotation in all stakes. 

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

Scent Work – Allow Fix and Go in 
Detective Class
The Board reviewed a recommendation to 
allow a fix and go-on option for teams in 
the Detective Class that receive an NQ. 
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There are three main search divisions 
in Scent Work – Odor Search, Handler 
Discrimination and Detective Class. 
Detective Class is the most challenging of 
the three and most closely simulates real 
detection work. Detective Class is reserved 
for the most accomplished Scent Work 
dog and is where handlers do not know 
how many hides need to be found. This 
Class can have - the highest number of 
hides ranging from 5-10, the most time per 
entry ranging from 7-15 minutes per dog, 
the most complex hide placement, and the 
largest square footage of search area rang-
ing from 2,000-5,000 square feet. 

In Detective Class, if a handler gives an 
incorrect alert or finish call at any time, 
they receive an NQ. This has proven to be 
discouraging for handlers who may have 
traveled far to an event only to receive 
an NQ within minutes and go home. On 
several occasions, the Performance Events 
Department has heard the suggestion to 
make a fix-and-go-on option available to 
handlers.     

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

Scent Work – Clarification on Scented 
Article
The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion to clarify that when a cotton ball is 

used as the scented article in Handler 
Discrimination for Advanced, Excellent, 
and Master levels, it must not exceed 
1.5” in diameter.  

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) 
National Championship
The Staff presented a recommenda-
tion for AKC to hold an annual Agility 
International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) 
National Championship event starting 
in the fall of 2024. Five jump heights 
will be offered, and five National 
Championship titles will be awarded 
(one per height).

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

RACH Invitational
Staff informed the Board of plans to 
hold the first Rally Champion (RACH) 
Invitational event in December 2024 in 
Orlando, Florida in conjunction with the 
AKC National Championship.
 
CONSENT
There was a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Mr. Powers, and it was 
VOTED (unanimously) to approve the 
following Consent items:
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Sweepstakes and Futurity Judges
The Board VOTED to modify the exhib-
iting restriction for Sweepstake and 
Futurity Judges to prohibit them from 
exhibiting the same breed on the day they 
judge that breed. A multi-day specialty is 
considered one event, and the restriction 
will apply for the duration of the event.

This will become effective on March 6, 
2024. 

Sweepstake/Futurity judges may not 
exhibit the same breed in conformation 
at events held on the day(s) they judge 
within 200 miles of their assignment. 
Sweepstake/Futurity judges will continue 
to be allowed to may exhibit in the same 
breed the day before and the day after 
the event they judge. A multi-day show is 
considered one event, and the restriction 
will apply for the duration of the event. 

West Highland White Terrier Proposed 
Breed Standard Revision
The Board VOTED to approve the revi-
sions to the West Highland White Terrier 
Standard with an effective date of May 1, 
2024. (Appendix A)

Beagle Proposed Breed Standard Revision
The Board VOTED to permit the 
National Beagle Club of America, Inc. to 
ballot its membership in accordance with 

the club’s Constitution and Bylaws on a 
proposed revision to the Color section of 
the Beagle breed standard.

Schipperke Proposed Breed Standard 
Revision
The Board VOTED to permit the 
Schipperke Club of America, Inc. to 
ballot its membership in accordance 
with the club’s Constitution and Bylaws 
on a proposed revision to the General 
Appearance, Neck, and Coat sections of 
the Schipperke breed standard.

Parent Club Designation for Presa Canario
The Board VOTED to approve the Presa 
Canario Club of America’s request to be 
designated as the Parent Club for the Breed. 
They may now hold FSS Open Shows. 

Delegates Approved
Vincent Chianese
To represent Ashtabula Kennel Club
Published January 2024, February 2024

Wendi Freedman
To represent Old English Sheepdog Club 
of America
Published December 2023, January 2024

Jason Hoke
To represent Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club
Published January 2024, February 2024
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Laura Johnson
To represent American Toy Fox Terrier 
Club
Published December 2023, January 2024

Kathleen M. Kurtz
To represent Berks County Kennel Club
Published January 2024, February 2024

Marjorie Martorella
To represent Staten Island Kennel Club
Published December 2023, January 2024

Jane Messineo Lindquist
To represent Bull Terrier Club of 
America
Published January 2024, February 2024

Ann Yuhasz
To represent Western Reserve Kennel 
Club
Published January 2024, February 2024

Member Club Approved
Dog Obedience Club of Hollywood
Households: 51 Total/31 Local 
(Hollywood, FL north to Rt 816 
(Plantation), south to Rt 824 (Pembroke 
Pines), and west to Rt 27)
1st Licensed Show: October 26, 1952
Bylaws: Acceptable
Recommendation: Approve – Published 
in December 2023 & January 2024 AKC 
Gazettes.

Report of the AKC Retirement Plans 
Committee
The AKC Retirement Plans Committee met 
on February 7, 2024. Mrs. Wallin, Chair, 
asked if there were questions on the written 
report that the Committee had submitted to 
the full Board. There were no questions. 

Board adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

The Board Meeting reconvened on Tuesday, 
February 13, 2024, at 8:35 a.m. All Directors 
were present in the New York office. The 
Executive Secretary was also present. 

LEAP GROUP
There was a presentation by LEAP Group, 
AKC’s new Marketing Agency of Record.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session. 

It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, 
February 13, 2024, at 12:23 p.m. Eastern 
Time.

Adjourned
Attest: _____________________________________

Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
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