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ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport Hotel 

on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, beginning 

no earlier than 9:00 a.m. There will not be a 

Delegate Forum.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America  

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Eugene R. Biller, Tampa, FL,  

Tampa Bay Kennel Club 

Vincent Chianese, Port St. Lucie, FL, 

Ashtabula Kennel Club

Sheila Gallizzo, Flemington, NJ, 

Plainfield Kennel Club

Jason Hoke, Madison, WI,  

Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club

Kathleen M. Kurtz, Mohrsville, PA, 

Berks County Kennel Club

Sue Meachem, Indianapolis, IN,  

Central Indiana Kennel Club

Jane Messineo Lindquist, Blairstown, NJ, 

Bull Terrier Club of America

Berna Hart Welch, Monson, MA, 

Putnam Kennel Club

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178

Raleigh, NC Customer Call Center ����������������������������������������������������(919) 233-9767
New York, NY Office��������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8200
Fax �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
Website ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� www.akc.org

TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN, ESQ., CHAIR 

BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 
BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ

EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

DONNA HERZIG
CARL HOLDER

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

  PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function�
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the pure bred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership�

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG 
President 

Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

Click here to read the 
February 2024 issue!

http://www.unknown.com
https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/0af38be8
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Richard L. Yoho, Apopka, FL, 
Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of America 
Ann Yuhasz, Chagrin Falls, OH, 
Western Reserve Kennel Club 

NOTICE
REPRIMANDS AND FINES

Notification of fines imposed on clubs 
for late submission of event records, 
Regulations and Guidelines for AKC 
Hunting Tests for Retrievers, Chapter 1, 
Section 21
Hinckley Retriever Club ...................... $50
Sand and Sage Hunting Retriever Club.....
............................................................. $50

Notification of fines imposed on clubs 
for late submission of event records, Field 
Trial Rules and Standard Procedure for 
Retrievers, Chapter 13
Eastern Idaho Retriever Club ............ $100
Ozaukee Retriever Club .................... $100
North Florida Amateur Retriever Club......
............................................................. $50

Notification of fines imposed on clubs 
for late submission of event records, Field 
Trial Rules and Standard Procedure for 
Dachshunds, Chapter 10
Metropolitan Washington Dachshund 
Club .....................................................$50

Notification of fines imposed on clubs 
for late submission of event records, 

Coursing Ability (CAT) and Fast CAT 
Regulations, Chapter 2, Section 19
Doberman Pinscher Club of Columbus 
Ohio ..................................................... $50

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands 
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should 
be noted that this determination may still 
be appealed and may be reversed.  Upon 
expiration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the 
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear 
in this column: 
 Mr. Robert Kripaitis (Lewisberry, PA)
 Mr. Michael Mayhew (Orlando, FL)

NOTICE
Ms. Wendy Cerilli (Greenwich, NY). 

Action was taken by the LEAP Agility 
Club of Central Massachusetts for con-
duct at its November 24, 2023 event.  Ms. 
Cerilli was charged with improper treat-
ment in connection with an event.  The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a three-month suspension of all AKC priv-
ileges and a $300 fine, effective December 
12, 2023. (Australian Shepherds)

NOTICE
Ms. Mollie Gabbert (San Antonio, TX). 
Action was taken by the San Antonio 
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Poodle Club for conduct at its December 
10, 2023. Ms. Gabbert was charged 
with failure to properly control a dog at 
an event.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a reprimand, $200 
fine, and required proof of restitution paid. 
(Great Dane)

NOTICE
Mr. Jim Keller (Knox, ME). Action was 
taken by the English Springs Spaniel 
Field Trial Association for conduct at 
its November 27 – December 1, 2023 
event.  Mr. Keller was charged with 
inappropriate, abusive, or foul language 
directed personally to a judge.  The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a six-month event suspension and a 
$500 fine, effective December 25, 2023. 
(English Springer Spaniels)

NOTICE
Mr. Jeff Pribil (Trenton, SC). Action was 
taken by the Marion Kennel Club for 
conduct at its November 2, 2023 event.  
Mr. Pribil was charged with disorderly 
conduct.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a reprimand and 
$100 fine. (Norfolk Terriers)

NOTICE
Mr. Fernando Salas (Oakland, NJ). Action 
was taken by the South Jersey Kennel Club 
for conduct at its December 7, 2023 event. 
Mr. Salas was charged with inappropriate 
public criticism of a judge, not disruptive, 
but demonstrating a lack of sportsman-
ship.  The Staff Event Committee reviewed 
the Event Committee’s report and set the 
penalty as a one-month event suspension 
and a $200 fine, effective December 8, 
2023. (Airedale Terriers)

NOTICE
Ms. Martha Wilder (Magnolia, TX). 
Action was taken by the Greater Humble 
Area Kennel Club for conduct at its 
October 8, 2023 event.  Ms. Wilder was 
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language directed personally towards 
a judge and inappropriate criticism of a 
judge, not disruptive, but demonstrat-
ing a lack of sportsmanship. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the combined 
penalty as a six-month event suspension 
and a $500 fine, effective November 19, 
2023. (Shetland Sheepdogs)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
Committee has suspended Ms. Haley 
Abell (Clinton, MO) for six-months from 
all AKC privileges and imposed a $500 
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fine, for refusal to make her dogs and 
records available for inspection, effec-
tive January 9, 2024. (French Bulldogs, 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
Committee has suspended Ms. Chelsea 
Amend (Naples, FL) for five-years from 
all AKC privileges and imposed a $500 
fine, for refusal to make her dogs and 
records available for inspection, effective 
January 9, 2024. (English Toy Spaniels, 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
Committee has suspended Ms. Gayle 
Wormington (Purdy, MO) for six months 
from all AKC privileges and imposed a 
$500 fine, for non-compliance with AKC’s 
record keeping and dog identification 
requirements, effective January 9, 2024. 
(Bulldogs, French Bulldogs)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 
Committee has suspended the following 
individuals for a lifetime of all AKC priv-
ileges and imposed a $10,000 fine, for 
violating AKC’s Judicial or Administrative 
Determination of Inappropriate Treatment 
policy:
 Effective January 9, 2024

 Ms. Lisa Berry (Albuquerque, NM)
 Ms. Monica Wong (Suwanee, GA)

OFFICIAL STANDARD OF THE WEST 
HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER
General Appearance: The West 
Highland White Terrier, originally bred 
to hunt in packs for badger and eradicate 
vermin in the rough terrain of the Scottish 
Highlands, is a small, well-boned, har-
dy-looking terrier, exhibiting confidence 
and possessed with no small amount of 
self-esteem. The Westie presents a com-
pact appearance with good balance and 
substance, and is distinguished by its hard, 
white, double coat. The breed requires 
moderation both in structure and presen-
tation, and any exaggerations are discour-
aged.

Size, Proportion, Substance: The ideal 
size is eleven inches at the withers for dogs 
and ten inches for bitches. A slight devia-
tion is acceptable. The Westie is a compact 
dog, with good balance and substance. The 
body between the withers and the root of 
the tail is slightly shorter than the height at 
the withers. Short-coupled and well boned.

Head: Shaped to present a roundish 
appearance from the front and in pro-
portion to and balanced with the body. 
Expression - Inquisitive, intense, keen, 
intelligent and alert. Eyes - Widely set 
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apart, medium in size, almond shaped, 
dark brown in color, and deep set. Looking 
from under heavy brows, they give a pierc-
ing look. Eye rims are black. Ears - Small, 
prick, set wide apart, on the top outer edge 
of the skull, and carried tightly erect. They 
terminate in a sharp point; must never be 
cropped. The hair on the ears is trimmed 
short and is smooth and velvety, free of 
fringe at the tips. Black pigmentation is 
preferred. Skull - Broad, slightly longer 
than the muzzle, slightly domed between 
the ears. It gradually tapers to the eyes. 
There is a defined stop and heavy brows. 
Muzzle - Blunt, slightly shorter than the 
skull, powerful and gradually tapering to 
the nose, which is large and black. The 
muzzle is well filled below the eyes.  The 
jaws are level and powerful. Lip pigment is 
black. Bite - The teeth are large for the size 
of the dog. There must be six incisor teeth 
between the canines of both lower and 
upper jaws. A tight scissors or level bite is 
equally correct.

Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Muscular 
and well set on sloping shoulders. Length 
in proportion to the rest of the dog. 
Topline - Flat and level, both standing and 
moving. Body - Compact and of good 
substance with defined forechest and but-
tocks. Ribs extend at least to the elbows. 
The ribs are well arched in the upper half 
and taper to present a flattish side appear-

ance. Chest is deep and extends at least to 
the elbows. Width is in proportion to the 
size of the dog. Back ribs are of consider-
able depth, and distance from last rib to 
upper thigh is as short as compatible with 
free movement of the body. Loin is short, 
broad and strong. Faults - Barrel ribs, ribs 
above elbows, lack of definite body over-
hang. Tail - Relatively short, with good 
substance, and shaped like a carrot. When 
erect it is never extended above the top 
of the skull. It is covered with hard hair 
without feather, as straight as possible, 
carried upright or slightly forward but not 
curled over the back. The tail is set on high 
enough so that the spine does not slope 
down to it. The tail is never docked. 

Forequarters: Angulation, Shoulders 
- Shoulder blades are well laid back and 
well-knit at the withers. The shoulder blade 
attaches to an upper arm which is equal or 
nearly equal to the length of the shoulder 
blade. Faults - Steep or loaded shoulders. 
Upper arm too short or upright. Legs - 
Forelegs are muscular and well boned, 
relatively short, but with sufficient length 
to set the dog up so as not to be too close 
to the ground. The front legs are reason-
ably straight, and thickly covered with 
short hard hair. They are set in under the 
shoulder blades with definite body over-
hang before them. Height from elbow to 
withers and elbow to ground is approxi-
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mately the same. Faults - Out at elbows, 
light bone, fiddle-front. Feet - Forefeet 
are larger than the hind ones, round, pro-
portionate in size, strong, thickly padded; 
they may be turned out slightly. Dewclaws 
may be removed. Black pigmentation is 
most desirable on pads of all feet and nails, 
although nails may lose coloration in older 
dogs.

Hindquarters: Angulation - Thighs are 
very muscular, stifles well bent, and hocks 
well let down. Not set wide apart and 
parallel when viewed from the rear. Legs - 
Rear legs are muscular and relatively short. 
Faults - Weak hocks, long hocks, lack of 
angulation, cow hocks. Feet - Hind feet 
are smaller than front feet, and are thickly 
padded. Dewclaws may be removed.

Coat: The white double coat is hard and 
weather-resistant, consisting of straight, 
hard hair and a short, soft undercoat. 
The longer jacket hair is approximately 
1½ to 2 inches of hard hair, plucked and 
trimmed to blend into the shorter coated 
side neck, chest, shoulder, and rear. The 
jacket is smoothly blended into the longer 
furnishings. Hair is left around the head, 
plucked and shaped to provide a roundish 
frame for the face, with the tips of the ears 
and piercing eyes partially exposed yield-
ing a typical West Highland White Terrier 
expression. Coat color, texture, and pre-

sentation should reflect the breed’s pur-
pose and terrain in which they work. 

Color: The color is white, as defined by 
the breed’s name. A hard straight coat 
which has some wheaten tipping is prefer-
able to a soft white coat.

Gait: Movement is free and easy all 
around; it is a distinctive gait, not stilted. 
When viewed from the side, the gait is 
powerful with equally ample reach and 
drive. The topline remains level. In the 
front the leg is freely extended by the 
shoulder. When viewed from the front, the 
legs do not move parallel but tend to move 
toward the center of gravity. The hind 
movement is free, strong, and fairly close, 
but does not single track. The hocks are 
freely flexed and drawn close under the 
body, so that when moving off on the foot 
the body is thrown or pushed forward with 
some force. Faults- Lack of reach in front, 
and/or drive behind. Stiff, stilted move-
ment.

Temperament: Alert, confident, coura-
geous, self-reliant, and friendly-Possessing 
no small amount of self-esteem. Faults - 
Excess timidity or excess pugnacity
 
Approved January 9, 2024
Effective April 3, 2024
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
CHARTER AND BYLAWS OF THE 
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC. – ARTICLE 
XII, SECTION 1
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Article XII, Section 
1, of the Charter and Bylaws of The 
American Kennel Club, Inc., proposed 
by the Delegate Bylaws Committee and 
approved by Staff. This will be voted on at 
the March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

ARTICLE XII
SECTION 1. Any club or association 
or person or persons interested in pure-
bred dogs may make a complaint against 
any other club or association or person or 
persons for conduct alleged to have been 
prejudicial to the best interests of purebred 
dogs, purebred dog events or the AKC, 
which complaint shall be made in writ-
ing setting forth the circumstances. The 
complaint shall be verified by the com-
plainant stating that the complainant has 
read the complaint, has knowledge of the 
facts stated in the complaint, and affirms 
and verifies under penalty of perjury that 
the complaint is true and correct. The 
complaint shall then be sent to the AKC, 
(ATTENTION: Executive Secretary) 
with a deposit, the amount to be estab-
lished annually by the Board of Directors. 
The deposit shall become the property of 
the AKC if the Board of Directors does 

not exercise jurisdiction; or in the event 
the Board of Directors exercises jurisdic-
tion and the complaint is not sustained to 
any extent. The deposit will be returned if 
the Board of Directors exercises jurisdic-
tion and the complaint is sustained to any 
extent.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS – CHAPTER 12, 
SECTION 1 AND SECTION 4 – THE CATALOG
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 12, Section 
1 and Section 4, of the Rules Applying 
to Dog Shows, suggested by Staff, pro-
posed by the AKC Board and approved by 
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee. 
This will be voted on at the March 12, 
2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 12
SECTION 1. Every Show Committee 
shall provide a published catalog which 
shall contain:

• Exact location of the show
• Date/dates on which the show will be 

held
• Show hours (opening and closing)
• List of all officers and members of the 

Event Committee
• Name, city and state of all judges
• Name and address of Superintendent 

and/or Show Secretary
• Name of the Veterinarian or Veterinary 
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Clinic, and whether the veterinarian 
will be in attendance or on call.

• Name, city, state, and if provided, 
e-mail address, of all exhibitors

• Information on all entered dogs as 
described in Chapter 12, Section 4

• Information on all entered Junior Han-
dlers

• Judging Program

No entry shall be made at any show under 
a judge of any dog which said judge or any 
member of his/her immediate household 
or immediate family has been known to 
have owned, handled in the ring more than 
twice, sold, held under lease or boarded 
within one year prior to the date of the 
show. 

For the purposes of this section, the mem-
bers of an immediate family are one’s 
spouse, domestic partner, parents, grand-
parents, children, grandchildren, siblings, 
mother-in-law, father-in-law, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, daughters-in-law, and 
sons-in-law; adopted, half, and step mem-
bers are also included in immediate family. 

Judges of sweepstakes and futurities, and 
all other special attractions held with a con-
formation show should refer to the Rules, 
Policies and Guidelines for Conformation 
Judges for any applicable exhibiting restric-
tions as they are defined by Board policy.  

This provision prohibiting judges or those 
residing in the same household from exhib-
iting on the same day does not apply to the 
judge of the Four-to-Six Month Competition 
or to Junior Showmanship only judges. Such 
judges may also exhibit on the day(s) they 
judge.

CHAPTER 12
SECTION 4. The catalog shall be pub-
lished and available. The catalog, if printed, 
shall be in book form. It shall be from 5 ½ 
x 8 ½ inches to 8 ½  x 11 inches. It shall 
contain the following information for all 
entered dogs, arranged in this order:
• Catalog (armband) number
• Complete registered name of dog
• One of the following for each dog:
• AKC registration number

– or PAL number
– or foreign registration number and 

country for an unregistered imported 
dog

– or identification number issued by AKC
• Date of birth
• Name of breeder(s)
• Name of Sire
• Name of Dam
• Name of owner(s)/co-owner(s)
• Name of owner’s agent (if any)
The city, state, and if provided, e-mail 
address of the owner shall follow the own-
er’s name, or shall be included in a separate 
alphabetical list of all exhibitors contained 
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elsewhere in the catalog.
Remaining portions of this section are 
unchanged.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BEAGLE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES FOR LARGE PACK FIELD 
TRIALS – CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 3, Section 
1, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedures for Large 
Pack Field Trials, proposed by Beagle 
Advisory Committee. This will be voted on 
at the March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 3 
MAKING APPLICATION TO HOLD 
A FIELD TRIAL
SECTION 1. A club which has been 
approved by the American Kennel Club 
may hold no more than two licensed field 
trials per calendar year.

PROPOSED BEAGLE FIELD TRIAL RULES 
AND STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR 
BRACE, SMALL PACK  AND SMALL PACK 
OPTION  FIELD TRIALS AND TWO-COUPLE 
PACK HUNTING TESTS – CHAPTER 3, 
SECTION 3
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 3, Section 
3, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small 

Pack and Small Pack Option Field 
Trials and Two-Couple Pack Hunting 
Tests, proposed by Beagle Advisory 
Committee. This will be voted on at the 
March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 3 
MAKING APPLICATION TO HOLD 
A FIELD TRIAL
SECTION 3. A licensed or member club 
may hold up to two licensed field trials in a 
calendar year.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BEAGLE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES FOR LARGE PACK FIELD 
TRIALS – CHAPTER 4, SECTION 1 
AND SECTION 3
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 4, Section 1 
and Section 3, of the Beagle Field Trial 
Rules and Standard Procedures for 
Large Pack Field Trials, proposed by 
Beagle Advisory Committee. This will be 
voted on at the March 12, 2024 Delegate 
Meeting. 

CHAPTER 4 
RIBBONS, MONEY PRIZES AND 
SPECIAL PRIZES
SECTION 1. A club holding a licensed or 
member field trial shall offer prize ribbons 
or rosettes of the following colors in the 
four regular classes: 
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First prize—Blue. 
Second prize—Red. 
Third prize—Yellow. 
Fourth prize—White. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Dark Green. 

For additional non-regular classes, a club 
holding a licensed or member trial shall offer 
ribbons or rosettes of the following colors:

First prize—Rose. 
Second prize—Brown. 
Third prize—Light Green. 
Fourth prize—Gray. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Orange.

SECTION 3. If ribbons or rosettes are 
given at sanctioned field trials they shall be 
of the following colors, and shall bear the 
words Field Trial, but may be of any design 
or size:

First prize—Rose. 
Second prize—Brown. 
Third prize —Light Green. 
Fourth prize—Gray. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Orange.

*N.B.Q applies only to brace and gun dog 
brace formats where there is no fifth place 
awarded.

PROCEDURE 4. JUDGING
4-B In all classes the Judges shall award 
places as follows: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, *and 
5th. 

*For brace and gun dog brace only, after 
four places have been awarded, the Judge 
shall designate the next best qualified 
hound as “N.B.Q.” not fifth place. At the 
discretion of the judge, a dog designated 
N.B.Q. can be moved up should any of 
the top four hounds commit a serious fault 
so as not to merit further consideration for 
placement. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BEAGLE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES FOR BRACE, SMALL PACK  
AND SMALL PACK OPTION  FIELD TRIALS 
AND TWO-COUPLE PACK HUNTING TESTS 
– CHAPTER 4, SECTION 1 
AND SECTION 3
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 4, Section 1 
and Section 3, of the Beagle Field Trial 
Rules and Standard Procedures for 
Brace, Small Pack and Small Pack 
Option Field Trials and Two-Couple 
Pack Hunting Tests, proposed by Beagle 
Advisory Committee. This will be voted on 
at the March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 4 
RIBBONS, MONEY PRIZES AND 
SPECIAL PRIZES
SECTION 1. A club holding a licensed or 
member field trial shall offer prize ribbons 
or rosettes of the following colors in the 
four regular classes: 
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First prize—Blue. 
Second prize—Red. 
Third prize—Yellow. 
Fourth prize—White. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Dark Green. 

For additional non-regular classes, a club 
holding a licensed or member trial shall 
offer ribbons or rosettes of the following 
colors:

First prize—Rose. 
Second prize—Brown. 
Third prize—Light Green. 
Fourth prize—Gray. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Orange.

SECTION 3. If ribbons or rosettes are 
given at sanctioned field trials they shall be 
of the following colors, and shall bear the 
words Field Trial, but may be of any design 
or size:

First prize—Rose. 
Second prize—Brown. 
Third prize —Light Green. 
Fourth prize—Gray. 
Fifth prize or *N.B.Q.—Orange.

*N.B.Q applies only to brace and gun dog 
brace formats where there is no fifth place 
awarded.

PROCEDURE 4. JUDGING
4-B In all classes the Judges shall award places 
as follows: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, *and 5th. 

*For brace and gun dog brace only, after 
four places have been awarded, the Judge 
shall designate the next best qualified 
hound as “N.B.Q.” not fifth place. At the 
discretion of the judge, a dog designated 
N.B.Q. can be moved up should any of 
the top four hounds commit a serious fault 
so as not to merit further consideration for 
placement. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BEAGLE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES FOR LARGE PACK FIELD 
TRIALS – CHAPTER 9, SECTION 5
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 9, Section 
5, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedures for Large 
Pack Field Trials, proposed by Beagle 
Advisory Committee. This will be voted on 
at the March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 9
DESCRIPTION OF CLASSES AND 
CHAMPIONSHIP REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 5. Awarding 
Championship Points. 
Field Championship points for Beagles 
shall be awarded only to hounds placing in 
licensed or member trials in Open Classes 
in which there were six or more starters. 
The championship points shall be awarded 
on the following basis: 
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1 point to the winner of first place for each 
starter; 
½ point to the winner of second place for 
each starter; 
⅓ point to the winner of third place for 
each starter;
¼ point to the winner of fourth place for 
each starter;
*1/5 point to the winner of fifth place for 
each starter. 

*The point value for fifth place applies 
to all hunting formats except brace and 
gun dog brace, where there shall be no 
fifth place awarded but a judge can desig-
nate a dog as a next best qualified hound 
“N.B.Q.”

A starter is an entered eligible hound that 
has not been disqualified and that is not 
measured out for second series or for the 
winners pack, and that has been cast or laid 
on a line with its brace mate at the start of 
its first series heat at a brace trial; or that 
has been cast at the start of its first series 
pack at a small pack trial; or that has been 
cast at the start with the rest of the pack at a 
large pack trial.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BEAGLE 
FIELD TRIAL RULES AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES FOR BRACE, SMALL PACK  
AND SMALL PACK OPTION  FIELD TRIALS 
AND TWO-COUPLE PACK HUNTING TESTS 

– CHAPTER 9, SECTION 6
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 9, Section 
6, of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Brace, Small 
Pack and Small Pack Option Field 
Trials and Two-Couple Pack Hunting 
Tests, proposed by Beagle Advisory 
Committee. This will be voted on at the 
March 12, 2024 Delegate Meeting. 

CHAPTER 9
DESCRIPTION OF CLASSES AND 
CHAMPIONSHIP REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 6. Awarding Championship 
Points. 
Field Championship points for Beagles 
shall be awarded only to hounds placing in 
licensed or member trials in Open Classes 
in which there were six or more starters. 
The championship points shall be awarded 
on the following basis: 

1 point to the winner of first place for each 
starter; 
½ point to the winner of second place for 
each starter; 
⅓ point to the winner of third place for 
each starter;
¼ point to the winner of fourth place for 
each starter;
*1/5 point to the winner of fifth place for 
each starter.  
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*The point value for fifth place applies 
to all hunting formats except brace and 
gun dog brace, where there shall be no 
fifth place awarded but a judge can desig-
nate a dog as a next best qualified hound 
“N.B.Q.”

A starter is an entered eligible hound that 
has not been disqualified and that is not 
measured out for second series or for the 
winners pack, and that has been cast or laid 
on a line with its brace mate at the start of 
its first series heat at a brace trial; or that 
has been cast at the start of its first series 
pack at a small pack trial; or that has been 
cast at the start with the rest of the pack at a 
large pack trial.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants should 
be addressed to the Companion Events 
Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be made 
available, upon request, to the judge or 

judge applicant.
It is the responsibility of all Conformation 

and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
Directory. Please notify Judging Operations 
by email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 
been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Dr. Yves Belmont (112207) GA

(678) 521-5601
akc.yvesbelmont@gmail.com
Neapolitan Mastiffs

Dr. Jennie Chen (114233) MN
(512) 659-9190
jennie@romanreig.com
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, Lowchen, 
JS

Mr. John R. Dewing (114115) WA
(206) 371-9742
john_dewing@hotmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, JS- Limited

Mr. Joshua Faulkner (113973) NY
(631) 680-7347
lahistoriadogo@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, JS

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=


FEBRUARY 2024AKC GAZETTE 14

secretary’s pages
Mrs. Brandy Greenhagen (113965) CO

(970) 371-4261
brandygreenhagen@comcast.net
Australian Shepherds, JS

Ms. Cynthia Neet (114109) CA
(760) 702-2440
cynthia@neetdanes.com
Great Danes, JS-Limited

Mr. Nathaniel Whitney (95889) NV
(727) 871-8940
nkwhitey3@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mrs. Eva E. Berg (5646) CA

(925) 998-6541
eeberg@fire-eng.net
Balance of Terrier Group (Airedale Terri-
ers, American Hairless Terriers, American 
Staffordshire Terriers, Australian Terriers, 
Bedlington Terriers, Border Terriers, Bull 
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Cesky Terriers, 
Dandie Dinmont Terriers, Smooth Fox 
Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry Blue Ter-
riers, Lakeland Terriers, Miniature Bull 
Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers, Norfolk 
Terriers, Norwich Terriers, Parson Rus-
sell Terriers, Rat Terrier, Russell Terriers, 
Scottish Terriers, Sealyham Terriers, Skye 
Terriers, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, Welsh Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers)

Mrs. Terry L. Berrios (7393) GA
(678) 447-6383

judgeberrios@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, American Fox-
hounds, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Etna, 
English Foxhounds, Plott Hounds, Red-
bone Coonhounds, Scottish Deerhounds, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds)

Mrs. Sandra Carter (106237) OR
(407) 509-5109
sandrajeancarter1960@gmail.com
American Staffordshire Terriers, Poodles

Col. Jonathan C. Chase (25999) SC
(859) 473-2107
jonathan.c.chase@gmail.com
English Setters

Karrie Dollar (111131) WI
(715) 213-0017
karriedollar@gmail.com
German Wirehaired Pointers, Labrador 
Retrievers, English Setters, Irish Red and 
White Setters, Welsh Springer Spaniels

Mr. Mustapha El Khorchi (110865) FL
(561) 460-0461
musta@leongolden.com
Barbets, Flat Coated Retrievers, Labrador 
Retrievers, Irish Red and White Setters, 
Vizslas, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Donna Ernst (91808) TN
(440) 773-5052
anthemkennel@msn.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 
Boston Terriers, French Bulldogs, Tibetan 
Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli

Ms. Marie Ann Falconer (51642) TN
(413) 433-6474
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mylaone10@aol.com
Afghan Hounds, Basset Hounds, West 
Highland White Terriers

Mr. James A. (Jim) Fehring (90519) OK
(918) 630-9229
jimfehring@olp.net
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Black Russian 
Terriers, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Neapolitan Mastiffs

Mrs. Diann Flory (102063) VA
(703) 408-5088
diannflory@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Bedlington Terriers, Smooth Fox 
Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Rat Terriers, Russell Terriers

Ms. Grace Fritz (21887) KS
(913) 706-5365
fritzgm77@gmail.com
Bloodhounds, English Foxhounds, Salu-
kis, Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papil-
lons

Krista Hansen (95865) NY
(585) 457-7106
camlochcollies@aol.com
Basset Hounds, Bloodhounds, Boxers

Mr. Charles P. (Skip) Herendeen lll
(7453) NV
(702) 445-0050
herendeen2@aol.com
Azawakhs, Grand Bassets Griffons Vend-
eens

Mrs. Pat M. Jenkins (99451) UT
(435) 770-0334
pmj16@msn.com
Boston Terriers, Chinese Shar-Pei, French 

Bulldogs, Keeshonden, Lhasa Apsos, Poo-
dles, Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels

Mr. David L. Kittredge (7016) NY
(585) 279-9718
orangie@rochester.rr.com
Scottish Terriers

Pamela S. Lambie (96227) AZ
(760) 272-0625
pam@pamlambie.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Cane Cor-
sos, German Pinschers, Great Pyrenees, 
Kuvaszok, Newfoundlands, Portuguese 
Water Dogs

Mr. Dean A. Laney (98653) ID
(208) 369-6923
nalaney@q.com
American English Coonhounds, Plott 
Hounds

Jennifer Lazowski (105991) VA
(717) 823-2501
whirlaway12@gmail.com
Azawakhs, Beagles, Salukis

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
Barbets, Pointers, Nova Scotia Duck Toll-
ing Retrievers, Wirehaired Pointing Grif-
fons

Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX
(832) 339-6926
joao.machadotx@gmail.com
Bedlington Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, 
Norfolk Terriers, Rat Terriers, Lhasa 
Apsos

Mrs. Carol A. Makowski (18958) CO
(303) 665-9007
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bristleconebassets@yahoo.com
Harriers, Plott Hounds, Portuguese 
Podengo Pequenos, Redbone Coon-
hounds

Mr. John Mayhall (101705) OR
(928) 970-0969
mtndogsrule@live.com
Afghan Hounds, Greyhounds, Harriers, 
Pharaoh Hounds, Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Debbie L. Melgreen (98655) IL
(309) 358-1233
melridge@mymctc.net
Balance of Hound Group (Afghan 
Hounds, American Foxhounds, Basenjis, 
Basset Hounds, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Et-
na, English Foxhounds, Grand Bassets 
Griffons Vendeens, Greyhounds, Harriers, 
Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Plott 
Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, Saluki, 
Sloughi, Treeing Walker Coonhounds, 
Whippets)

Mr. Gary L. Myers (96615) CA
(619) 992-4393
webe_gm@yahoo.com
Bedlington Terriers, Norwich Terriers, 
Sealyham Terriers

Ms. Lew Olson (24173) AR
(713)303-5639
lewolson@earthlink.net
Australian Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry 
Blue Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, Parson 
Russell Terriers, Skye Terriers, West High-
land White Terriers

Mrs. Betsey Orman (99925) WI
(847) 778-7661

brambliepup@gmail.com
Mudik, Spanish Water Dogs, Swedish 
Vallhunds

Sheila Dee Paske (46304) CA
(530) 306-8889
sheila@storybookdachshunds.com
Balance of Working Group (Akitas, Alas-
kan Malamutes, Giant Schnauzers, Stan-
dard Schnauzers, Tibetan Mastiffs)

Ms. Deirdre Petrie (63937) PA
(610) 763-8976
deirdrepetrie@yahoo.com
Chinese Shar-Pei, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Norwegian Lundehunds, Tibetan 
Terriers

Mr. Adrian Quesada (96331) CA
(951) 751-4109
aqrexport@aol.com
Bichons Frises, Keeshonden, Lhasa 
Apsos, Lowchen, Tibetan Terriers, 
Xoloitzcuintli

Dr. Valeria Rickard (62450) VA
(703) 919-8753
vrickard@jovalairedales.com
Bracci Italiani, Brittanys, Nederlandse 
Kooikerhondjes, Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers, Flat Coated Retrievers, Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retrievers, Clumber Span-
iels, Cocker Spaniels, English Cocker 
Spaniels, English Springer Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Weimaraners

Mr. Dani Rosenberry (104224) PA
(814) 943-3511
edanhill@aol.com
Manchester Terriers, Shih Tzu, Yorkshire 
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Terriers

Dr. Vicki Sandage (98425) KY
(606) 922-9552
sandfoxdvm@gmail.com
Azawakhs, Basenjis, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Ibizan Hounds, 
Otterhounds, Pharaoh Hounds

Mrs. Gina M. Schag (108997) IL
(630) 669-1131
chulachis@yahoo.com
Japanese Chins, Papillons, Poodles

Mrs. Diana L. Skibinski (7258) IN
(219) 776-8746
skibinski1@aol.com
Balance of the Toy Group (Affenpinschers, 
Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Italian Grey-
hounds, Miniature Pinschers, Pekingese, 
Russian Toys, Yorkshire Terriers)

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens, 
Finnish Lapphunds, Icelandic Sheepdogs, 
Mudik, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Jon Titus Steele (55162) IN
(989) 860-9677
jonauroral@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dogs, Lancashire 
Heelers, Miniature American Shepherds

Ms. Jan A. Sutherland (97231) CA
(213) 819-6218
moonrysn@hotmail.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Pointers, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, 
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Nova Sco-

tia Duck Tolling Retrievers, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Cindy Vogels (6275) CO
(303) 589-8395
cgvogels@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Australian 
Cattle Dogs, Bearded Collies, Beaucero-
ns, Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens, 
Bergamasco Sheepdogs, Berger Picards, 
Border Collies, Briards, Canaan Dogs, 
Collies, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs, 
Finnish Lapphunds, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Icelandic Sheepdogs, Lancashire 
Heelers, Miniature American Shepherds, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Polish Lowland 
Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shepherds, Shet-
land Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs, 
Swedish Vallhunds)

Sherry Webster (6863) TN
(901) 289-6239
swakc3@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Brussels Griffons, Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas, 
Chinese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Japanese Chins, Maltese, Papillons, Pom-
eranians, Shih Tzu, Yorkshire Terriers

Ms. Jennifer A. Weiner (108653) CA
(916) 425-8418
jwedenrock@sbcglobal.net
Shetland Sheepdogs, JS - Limited

Ms. Erika Wyatt (107433) IL
(708) 612-3647
erika@sloughi.us
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Cirnechi 
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dell’Etna, Grand Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Harriers, Portuguese Podengo 
Pequenos, Treeing Walker Coonhounds

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS
Mrs. Liane Paulson (114051) AZ

(520) 234-6560
ravenclawterrier@aol.com

Mr. Marcelo Veras (113963) FL
(352) 804-9407
marceloveras@aol.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been approved 
on a Permit basis for the designated 
breeds in accordance with the current 
judging approval process. They may now 
accept assignments and the fancy may 
still offer comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Mr. James Dickson (97563) NJ

(973) 229-8242
tajback4z@gmail.com
Pointers, English Cocker Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Great Pyrenees, Bor-
der Terriers, Smooth Fox Terriers, Wire 
Fox Terriers, Irish Terriers, Norfolk Terri-
ers, Norwich Terriers, Soft Coated Wheat-
en Terriers, Welsh Terriers, West Highland 
White Terriers

Ms. Mary Dukes (99597) NC
951-283-4770
putupyr@aol.com
Hound Group (Afghan Hounds, Amer-

ican Foxhounds, American English 
Coonhounds, Azawakh, Basenjis, Basset 
Hounds, Beagles, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, Borzois, Cirneco dell’Etna, 
Dachshunds, English Foxhounds, Grand 
Basset Griffons Vendeends, Greyhounds, 
Harriers, Ibizan Hounds, Irish Wolf-
hounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, Otter-
hounds, Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, 
Pharaoh Hounds, Plotts, Portuguese 
Podengo Pequenos, Redbone Coon-
hounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Salukis, 
Scottish Deerhounds, Sloughis, Treeing 
Walker Coonhounds, Whippets), JS

Mary E. Havens (113179) FL
(860) 884-5389
havenshire@aol.com
Cairn Terriers

Ms. Lalaine Policar (113283) CA
(760) 686-7232
lalainepolicar@yahoo.com
Bulldogs

Ms. Jill Kathleen Sherrin (110721) AZ
(520) 982-3600
cambrycecavaliers@hotmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Ms. Shira Lee Barkon (108315) PA

snocrest1@gmail.com
Doberman Pinschers, Dogo Argentinos, 
Dogues de Bordeaux, Great Pyrenees, 
Kuvaszok, Saint Bernards
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Mrs. Mary E. Benedict (66054) NY

(585) 747-5380
longacrecollies@yahoo.com
Belgian Laekenois, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Norwegian Buhunds, Pyrenean 
Shepherds

Ms. Lita Milstead Brannan (3220) FL
(202) 903-8833
litabrannan@gmail.com
Boxers

Mr. Dean Burwell (103997) SC
(803) 831-8375
dean@pawgate.com
Cairn Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Minia-
ture Schnauzers

Mrs. Kathleen V. Carter (6164) CO
(303) 883-1610
ckathy219@gmail.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Cardigan Welsh 
Corgis, Pembroke Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Carrie A. Chase (36690) WV
(202) 365-4752
humnbirdcorgis@gmail.com
Beagles, Bluetick Coonhounds, Dachs-
hunds, Greyhounds, Whippets

Mrs. Linda Clark (94461) OK
(918) 625-8124
laclarkaht@aol.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Clumber 
Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels, Welsh Springer 
Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Edy Dykstra-Blum (20342) FL
(352) 465-7142
bizzeebootsoes@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Papillons, Pekingese, 

Pomeranians
Mrs. Mary Kathleen Faeth (101477) CA

(530) 210-7791
spinfandel@yahoo.com
Bull Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Smooth Fox 
Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Miniature Bull 
Terriers, Parson Russell Terriers, Rat Ter-
riers, Russell Terriers

Ms. Denise Flaim (100561) NY
(516) 509-5214
denise@revodanapublishing.com
Balance of Non-Sporting (Bichons Fris-
es, Boston Terriers, Cotons du Tulear, 
Finnish Spitz, Keeshonden, Lhasa Apsos, 
Norwegian Lundehunds, Schipperkes, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels)

Mr. Rick Fowler (105295) TX
(214) 914-9335
richf45882@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, West Highland White 
Terriers

Mr. Duff M. Harris (91790) CA
(714) 425-0454
allegro6@ix.netcom.com
Boxers, Dogo Argentinos, Great Danes, 
Great Pyrenees, Kuvaszok, Tibetan Mas-
tiffs

Mrs. Marianne C. Klinkowski (7135) CA
(408) 446-0604
naharin@comcast.net
Boston Terriers, Bulldogs, French Bull-
dogs, Lowchen

Mrs. Joan Luna Liebes (6515) CO
(719) 749-0232
joanluna@hotmail.com
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Balance of Sporting Group (Bracci Ital-
iani, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Labrador 
Retrievers, Sussex Spaniels, Wirehaired 
Vizslas)

Dr. Camille McArdle (66682) MN
(612) 743-7329
camillemca@gmail.com
Boxers, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Rottweilers

Mrs. Cindy Meyer (15141) IL
(815) 332-4848
bckennel@aol.com
Balance of Hound Group (Bloodhounds, 
Borzois, English Foxhounds, Harriers, 
Scottish Deerhounds)

Mrs. Diane K. Ondo (95991) PA
(610) 970-9122
melcairn@verizon.net
Chinese Cresteds, Pugs

Ms. Louise Palarik (6054) IL
(847) 487-5677
colliejudge@juno.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
Foxhounds, Cirnechi dell’Etna, English 
Foxhounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, Scot-
tish Deerhounds)

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(Bichons Frises, Cotons du Tulear, Dal-
matians, Keeshonden, Tibetan Spaniels)

Ms. Margaret “Margie” S. Wilson
(67005) WI
(262) 498-7896

wufwuf113@aol.com
Brittanys, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, Gordon Setters, Irish Water 
Spainels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Ms. Leigh Ann Yandle (82616) GA
(704) 904-8129
leighannyandle@gmail.com
Bearded Collies, Finnish Lapphunds, 
Mudik, Pyrenean Shepherds, Spanish 
Water Dogs, Swedish Vallhunds

Mrs. Lisa Young (43070) AZ
(605) 390-1135
youngsongbeagles@gmail.com
American English Coonhounds, Aza-
wakhs

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Caroline Clegg (112318) OH

(513) 313-9371
carolinemclegg@gmail.com
JS

Mrs. Brandi Jakola (113306) TX
twisterknl@gmail.com
JS

Mrs. Pamela Schroeder (108285) WA
(778) 834-0059
pam@schroeder.bc.ca
JS-Limited

Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
JS-Limited

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Mr. Jonathan Jeffrey Breckenridge-Mitchell
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EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGE

Mrs. Murrel Purkhiser

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING
The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments and 
their names have been added to the list of 
regular approved judges for the class 
indicated.
Dr. Lizanne Kaiser (104081) CA

(510) 829-9708
mrfiacra@yahoo.com
Obedience – Open 

Samantha Williams (102089) CA
(661) 472-2617
mezzowithcorgis@gmail.com
Obedience – Open 

Jeanne Thomas (99811) MI
(734) 276-9974
jthoma25@emich.edu
Rally – All

Elizabeth Wells (94813) MI
(616) 402-3729
solidgoldsams@gmail.com
Rally – All 

Maria Murphy (110906) CA
(925) 788-9749
mariamurphy2@cox.net
Tracking – TD/TDU  

Cheryl Bavister (103959) WA
(510) 673-0113
spectrum@terv.com
Tracking – TDX

David Freddy (101059) CO
(970) 556-1036
fredfam@frii.com
Tracking – TDX 

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.
Sarah L Kahn (108042)

(206) 227-4977
pwdtdx3@gmail.com
Tracking – TDX

Jill Paige (103931) PA
(717) 994-4459
graydogz@gmail.com
Tracking - TDX

EMERITUS OBEDIENCE/ RALLY/TRACKING 
JUDGES 
Loretta Delinger (CA)

Obedience & Rally
Pat Kasten (MO)

Obedience
Susan Oviatt-Harris (CO)

Obedience
Betty Ribble (CA)

Obedience & Rally
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APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club.
BRIARKEEP- Border Terriers- Cynthia 
Nichols & Laura N. Hooser 
D’EL PRADO- Chihuahuas- Aroldo Her-
nandez Gutierrez
FULL MOON- Schipperkes- Kristin L. 
Morrison
FIREANDICE- Pomeranians- Karin L. 
Byrne
GRAND PRIX-Belgian Malinois- Andrea 
Gumrich
JET STAFF- Staffordshire Bull Terriers- 
Monique P. Blackston
JOMAR- Labrador Retrievers- Jodi M. 
Lopesilvero
MAJIME- Italian Greyhounds- Candace 
Laybourn-Morris
MERAKI-Italian Greyhounds-Cynthianna 
Cass
MERAKI- Whippets- Cynthianna Cass
MOSAIC-Miniature American Shepherds- 
Leah A. Scott
SPREZZATURA- Great Danes- Christine 
L. Spero
UPLAND NORTH- English Springer 
Spaniels- Karen L. Osnoe & Lee W. Osnoe
VENI.VIDI.VICI- Cane Corso- Elyse I. 
Struckman

WENRICK-Shih Tzu- Wendy L. Paquette 
& Jody L. Paquette
WENRICK -Whippets- Wendy L. Paquette 
& Jody L. Paquette
WOODLYNN- Dachshunds- Carolyn 
Knox
XCALIBUR-Bernese Mountain Dogs- 

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
74 RANCH – Miniature American Shep-
herds- Michelle E. Herbst & Thomas L. 
Herbst
ALPTRAUM- Belgian Malinois- Brittany 
Roberts
BELL SHARPS- Australian Shepherds- 
Kaity C. Sevits
KEB BORDEAUX -Dogue de Bordeaux- 
Liroi Kennedy
SHOCKEYHAUS- German Shepherds 
-Sydney A. Shockey
SHOCKEYHAUS- Belgian Malinois – 
Sydney A. Shockey
SHOREPOINT- Poodles- Mary Lou Par-
sons
SNOWMANS- Beagles- Rick Jay Snow
SOLUNA-Chinese Cresteds- Dina Berri-
os-Fischer
STORY TIME- Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels- Kimberly Blomquist
SUMMER MOON-Bulldog- Jennifer M. 
Cuipylo-Benedict
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SUMMER MOON- French Bulldogs- 
Jennifer M. Cuipylo-Benedict
VITA FELICE-Lagotto Romagnolo- 
Helen Korbut
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE, 

NEW YORK, NY 
JANUARY 8-9, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, January 
8, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New York 
office except for Dr. Davies. The Executive 
Secretary was also present.

Copies of the November 13-14, 2023, 
Board Meeting minutes had been previous-
ly provided to all Directors for review.

Upon a motion by Dr. Battaglia, second-
ed by Mr. Powers, the November 2023 
Board Meeting minutes were unanimously 
approved as amended.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung updated the Board on several 
business matters and on past action items. 

AKC Staff put on the most successful 
AKC National Championship to date. Mr. 
Sprung thanked the Board members who 
judged and thanked the entire Board for 

its support. 

End of year stats: Litters ended the year 
2% below budget and individual dogs were 
11% below budget. There is a lot of work 
being done to improve these percentages in 
2024. 

Events and Entries remain up. As of 
12/18/2023, we have recorded 3,471,380 
entries across 24,267 events. Projected 
total entries for 2023 to be 3,675,000 vs. 
3,471,389 in 2022. 

The Sports and Events Department 
launched our newest AKC Family Dog 
sport called “Fetch”. This brings the total 
number of AKC Sports offered up to 
twenty-eight (28). 

AKC Meet the Breeds® will be held again 
at the Javits Center on January 27-28, 2024 
with over 130 breeds represented. 

Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal Department 
update as of December 2023.

AKC Canine Health Foundation(CHF) 
Chief Executive Officer Report
Stephanie Montgomery, AKC CHF Chief 
Executive Officer, presented the Board with 
a Q4 2023 update from AKC CHF.
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CHF 2024 Organizational Goals:
1. Advance canine health: Fund and sup-
port the best scientific research that mean-
ingfully impacts the health of dogs.
2. Enhance philanthropy to support canine 
health initiatives: Invest in relationships and
focus on impact to foster fundraising and 
grow resources to drive canine health initia-
tives.
3. Increase impactful outreach of the Foun-
dation: Develop and implement effective 
resources to strategically reach an expanded 
target audience.

In January 2024, a steering committee will 
be formed to begin work on a 3-year strate-
gic plan for CHF. 

CHF held an oncology grant review panel 
to fund canine cancer research in Novem-
ber 2023. Based on recommendations 
from this review panel, CHF funded 5 
new canine cancer projects at a total of 
$458,189.

CHF awarded thirty-six new grants totaling 
$2.6M in 2023. Funding included educa-
tional support to train future canine health 
researchers, with 4 new Clinician-Scientist 
Fellowships and 2 new Theriogenology res-
idents in 2023.

To close out 2023, CHF opened an Early 
Career Investigator award as part of a new 

strategy for CHF to invest in the careers 
of young outstanding faculty who have the 
potential to be tomorrow’s leading canine 
health researchers. This response feels par-
ticularly critical as veterinary schools face 
the challenge of increased faculty attrition.

Deans and Sports Medicine Program 
Directors at Veterinary Schools with train-
ing programs accredited by the American 
College of Veterinary Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation were contacted about the 
new AKC/AKC CHF canine sports med-
icine and rehabilitation residency funding 
opportunity. Upon learning of the oppor-
tunity, four Vet schools (the Ohio State 
University, Colorado State, UPenn, and 
Cornell) expressed interest in our inaugural 
application cycle.

AKC CHF expressed its gratitude for 
AKC’s continued dedication to canine 
health and commitment of $1,000,000 of 
support to CHF in 2024.

AKC Museum of the Dog Update
Christopher Bromson, Executive Director, 
and CEO of the AKC Museum of the Dog 
presented a Q4 2023 update.

Recent Programs and Exhibitions: The 
Museum partnered with Royal Canin on 
our latest exhibition, Unique Instinct, a 
photographic journey depicting the distinct 
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nature of dogs — and cats! 
The impact this exhibit has made on our 
web presence is notable, with our social 
media channels gaining a 12.4% follower 
increase since its opening. We close our suc-
cessful Fashionable Dogs and bring in the 
much-anticipated Outfoxed: Fox Terriers 
and Friends at the end of January. Outfoxed 
explores the development of the Fox Ter-
rier, both Smooth and Wire, chronicling 
many champions in the collection and 
showcasing the variety of jobs these special 
canines have played over the past 150 years. 
We are delighted and grateful to have the 
support of the American Fox Terrier Club 
as our sponsors for this exhibition.

Museum programming has become 
extremely strong, and attendance is consis-
tently at a maximum. Community focused 
programming often ties to current exhibi-
tions and allows guests of the Museum to 
experience a deeper connection with the art 
in our impressive collection. Our consistent
programming includes twice monthly 
Furry Fridays, which welcome members 
and guests into the Museum with their 
canine companions in the evening for 
specialized programming; weekly Paws to 
Read, which features dog-focused book 
reading to elementary school-aged youth; 
and monthly Breed Spotlight, typically a 
two-hour program on a Sunday afternoon 
presented in partnership with a breed club, 

to teach guests of the Museum about the 
qualities and uniqueness of a designated 
breed.

Opportunities for increased revenue exist 
both by increasing memberships and visits 
to the Museum, as well as by increasing 
public and private philanthropic support. 
The Museum is greatly appreciative to 
AKC for its significant financial support of 
the Museum. 

FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, pre-
sented preliminary financial statements 
(unaudited) as of November 30, 2023.

Unaudited Financial Results for the eleven 
months ended November 30, 2023.

Net Operating Income is $9.7 million.

REVENUES:
Total Revenues of $92 million are lower 
than forecast by 1%, excluding Interest & 
Dividends.

Registration Fees, excluding Registra-
tion-Related revenues, total $35.1 million 
and trail forecast by by 3%. 

Registration-related Revenues total 12.5 
million, trailing forecast by 2%.
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Recording & Event Service fees, Title Rec-
ognition, and Event Application fees total 
$16.1 million, ahead of forecast by 4%.

Product & Service Sales total $10.6 million, 
trailing forecast by 3%.

Advertising, Sponsorship, and Royalties 
total $17.7 million, trailing forecast by 2%.

EXPENSES:
Controllable Expenses total $74 million, 
trailing forecast by <1%.
Non-controllable expenses total $10.4 mil-
lion, ahead of forecast by 6%.

Non-Financial Statistics for the 11 months 
ended November 30, 2023
Registrations: 2023 YTD Litter Reg. 2% 
lower than forecast, 9% lower than 2022 
YTD.
2023 YTD Dog Reg. 1% lower than fore-
cast, 15% lower than 2022 YTD.

Events & Entries
Compared to the same period in 2022, 
Events & Entries were ahead by 6% & 4% 
respectively.
Entries were 3% better than 2023 Forecast.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting. 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sports 

Services; Sheila Goffe, Vice President of 
Government Relations; and Ashley Jacot, 
Director of Education, participated in this 
portion of the meeting via video conference.

Beagle Proposed Breed Standard Revision
Following a motion from Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the proposed 
revision to the Color section of the Beagle 
Standard to be to be published in the Secre-
tary’s Pages of the AKC Gazette.

Parent Club Designation for Presa Canario
The Board reviewed a request from the 
Presa Canario Club of America asking to 
be designated as the Parent Club for the 
Breed thereby allowing them to hold FSS 
Open Shows. 

This will be discussed further at the Febru-
ary Board meeting. 

Czechoslovakian Vlcak Name Change
The Board reviewed a request from the 
Czechoslovakian Vlcak Club of America to 
change the breed’s name from Czechoslo-
vakian Vlciak to Czechoslovakian Vlcak, to 
be consistent with the name in the country 
of origin. The Czechoslovakian Vlcak Club 
of America has voted to change the club’s 
name as well if approved by AKC. 

This will be discussed further at the Febru-
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ary Board meeting. 

AKC Education 2023 Review
AKC Canine College:
The AKC Canine College (AKCCC) 
now boasts over 65,000 learner accounts, 
including more than 9,500 new learners 
added in 2023. It offers 432 courses and 
exams comprising 956 modules, accessible 
to breeders, judges, stewards, competitors, 
and the public. In 2023, there have been 
over 21,500 course and exam enrollments, 
with learners dedicating over 81,000 hours 
to AKCCC activities. 

Breed Courses:
Seventy (70) breed-specific courses are 
now available for judges, breeders, and 
the fancy. In 2023, 13 breed courses were 
launched or revised* for the following 
breeds:
o Golden Retriever
o Lhasa Apso
o Shih Tzu
o Beagle
o Alaskan Malamute
o Bracco Italiano
o Beauceron
o Manchester Terrier
o Pembroke Welsh Corgi
o English Cocker Spaniel*
o Brussels Griffon*
o Cavalier King Charles Spaniel*
o Dachshund*

Breed Exams:
A total of 201 breed exams are available on 
AKCCC. The following seven breed exams 
were updated: Spanish Water Dog, Brussels 
Griffon, Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, 
Entlebucher Mountain Dog, English Cock-
er Spaniel, English Springer Spaniel, and 
Sussex Spaniel.

AKC Puppy Program:
AKCCC has launched the first four inter-
active eLearning courses that focus on 
evaluating a new puppy buyer’s readiness, 
choosing the right breed, breeder screen-
ing, meeting the litter, and detailed lessons 
to prepare new puppy owners for picking 
their new family member.

The next course series will focus on the 
first 8-16 weeks following the puppy’s jour-
ney home. All remaining courses are sched-
uled to be launched in Q1 2024.

AKC Fetch Judge’s Education:
In coordination with AKC Family Dog, 
AKCCC filmed, produced, and launched 
a series of five videos for the AKC Fetch 
Judge’s Education program to use as edu-
cational and promotional materials for this 
exciting new program.

AKC Education Webinars:
In 2023, AKC Education hosted 21 webi-
nars for 7,811 participants. Webinars are 
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edited and added to the AKC Canine Col-
lege and/or AKC.org for future reference.

Public Education:
The Read with Bailey video series on 
AKC’s YouTube channel has seen growing 
popularity, with 11 new videos produced 
and released this year. Collectively, these 
videos have over 10,000 views.

In 2023, Bailey’s Book Club received 470 
new and over 100 gently used books, along-
side a $500 contribution from Star City 
Canine Training Club and $273.50 from 
the Columbus Meet the Breeds event.

Teacher and Parent Resources:
23 new resources, many of them bundles, 
have been added to AKC.org and Teachers 
Pay Teachers. 93 resources are available and 
have been downloaded over 4,000 times 
throughout the year. Canine Corner and 
Kids News newsletters have continued to 
be released throughout the year, with 12 
new issues of Canine Corner and four new 
issues of Kids News.

Legislation Monthly Update
Sheila Goffe highlighted numerous active 
priority legislation and administrative reg-
ulations in Congress and State Legislation. 
She noted that additional information is 
available on the AKC legislative action cen-
ter microsite: https://www.akcgr.org.

AKC Government Relations is currently 
tracking more than 1,500 local, state, and 
federal bills and more than 948 federal and 
state administrative regulations impacting 
AKC and dog owners.

Mrs. Goffe gave a presentation on AKC 
GR Highlights in 2023. 
Top regulatory issues include:

• Sporting/ Land Use
• Veterinary 
• Dogs in Public 
• Breeder Regs 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events and Carrie DeYoung, 
Director of Agility participated in this 
portion of the meeting via video conference.

Agility Updates January 2024
The Board reviewed several recommended 
changes to the Agility Regulations that are 
meant to expand opportunities for exhibi-
tors, make an event run more efficiently, and 
update technical equipment requirements for 
safety and to reflect current course designs.

• The recommendations cover the fol-
lowing topics:

• Allow For Exhibition Only (FEO) in 
all classes.

• Reduce wheeling of Open courses to 
one time.

https://www.akcgr.org
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• Increase the course yardage allowed 

for 8- & 12-inch heights (and corre-
sponding Preferred heights) for the 
Excellent and Master levels. 

• No longer require the Pause Table in 
the Excellent and Master Standard 
classes.

• No longer require a “Bar” jump in any 
courses.

• Only allow one time use of the tire 
obstacle in a course.

• Allow the use of a Wall Jump in Excel-
lent and Master classes to add obstacle 
variety.

• Increase course yardage allowed in 
Jumpers with Weaves at the Excellent 
and Master levels for all heights (and 
corresponding Preferred heights).

This will be discussed further at the April 
meeting. 

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Sports & Events; Tim Thomas, Vice 
President of Conformation; Glenn Lycan, 
Director, Event Operations Support; and 
Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

Regional NOHS Only Events
The Board reviewed a recommendation 
for a pilot program to allow up to eight 

Regional NOHS Only events to be held by 
All-Breed Clubs. The events would be struc-
tured like the NOHS Championship event 
in Orlando, except it would not be an invita-
tional. All owner-handlers can participate.

All-Breed Clubs will be advised of the 
opportunity and asked to submit a proposal 
to hold a Regional NOHS Only event. The 
events will be located around the country.

Clubs will be selected based on the quality 
of the proposal, the club’s history of holding 
NOHS events, and the date they are pro-
posing to hold the event. Regional NOHS 
Only events will be staggered throughout 
the pilot period with no two occurring close 
to one another.

This will be discussed further at the Febru-
ary meeting. 

Exhibition Only Four-to-Six Month 
Beginner Puppy Competition
The Board reviewed a proposal to amend 
the Sanctioned Four-to-Six Month Begin-
ner Puppy Competition Regulations to 
allow professional handlers, members of 
their household and current assistants 
to personally exhibit dogs they own For 
Exhibition Only in the Four-to-Six Month 
Beginner Puppy Competition. If approved, 
the effective date would be July 31, 2024.
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This will be discussed further at the Febru-
ary meeting. 

JUDGING OPERATIONS 
Tim Thomas, Vice President of Conforma-
tion, and Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, Sports & Events participated in 
this portion of the meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss sensitive business matters. Nothing 
was reported out of this session. 
 
Conformation Judging Approval Process
The Board reviewed recommendations 
brought forth by the Chairman’s Commit-
tee on Judging Approval to modify aspects 
of the Judging Approval Process specific 
to prerequisite requirements for first-time 
applicants and applications for additional 
breeds.

Following a motion by Ms. Biddle, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin the Board VOTED 
(Unanimously, absent Dr. Davies) to the 
following proposals to modify the Confor-
mation Judging Approval Process as fol-
lows:
1. Modify the pre-requisite requirements 
for first applicants, reducing the number 
of required judging assignments at AKC 
sanctioned non-point events from six (6) to 
three (3) and add the requirement to com-

plete at least two ringside observations with 
Executive Field Representatives in the year 
preceding application.
2. Modify Virtual Tutoring experiences so 
that a Virtual Tutoring completed with a 
parent club approved mentor or recognized 
breed expert may only be accepted for low 
entry breeds where the department deter-
mines that insufficient educational opportu-
nities are available.
3. Modify the CEU value assigned to breed 
specific sweepstakes or futurity assignments 
such that a sweepstakes or futurity held 
with a supported entry would be weighted 
at one (1) CEU, the same as those held with 
specialty show (non-National).

The effective date of the amendments 
approved by the Board is January 17, 2024.

Junior Showmanship Judge Application 
Requirements
The Board reviewed a recommendation to 
modify the criteria to judge Junior Show-
manship by augmenting the experiences 
that may be accepted to meet the require-
ments to apply. 

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded 
by Dr. Battaglia the Board VOTED (Unan-
imously, absent Dr. Davies) to approve the 
addition of “Two ringside junior showman-
ship procedural observations with different 
members of the Executive Field Staff with-
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in two years preceding application” as an 
experience criteria option for Junior Show-
manship applicants.

The effective date is February 1, 2024.

Sweepstakes and Futurity Judges
The Board reviewed a proposal to modify 
the exhibiting restriction for Sweepstake 
and Futurity Judges to prohibit them from 
exhibiting the same breed on the day they 
judge that breed. A multi-day specialty is 
considered one event, and the restriction 
will apply for the duration of the event.

This will be discussed further at the Febru-
ary meeting. If approved this will become 
effective, March 6, 2024. 

Mandatory Ramp Examination – Lagotto 
Romagnolo
The Board reviewed a request from the 
Lagotto Romagnolo Club of America for 
the Lagotto Romagnolo to be added to the 
list of breeds required to be judged on the 
ramp through all levels of Conformation 
competition.

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously; absent Dr. Davies) to con-
sider the matter at this meeting, waiving the 
normal notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded 
by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED (unan-
imously; Dr. Davies absent) for the Lagotto 
Romagnolo to be added to the list of breeds 
required to be judged on the ramp through 
all levels of Conformation competition.

Conformation Judges Recertification 
Requirement
Action Items from the Board’s August 2023 
meeting included the direction to “Institute 
the format provided to the Board for Con-
formation Judges recertification test. The 
test should contain information on best 
practices for taking a test and links to the 
booklets or forms where answers may be 
found. When finalized, distribute as an FYI 
to the Board.” 

This Board was provided with an update 
on the measures instituted to enhance the 
learner experience for those completing the 
recertification requirement. 

Learner Tools:
To assist learners in becoming more com-
fortable and familiar with completing the 
recertification exam, a practice quiz is being 
generated. This practice quiz can be com-
pleted an unlimited number of times, will 
show correct answers, and will provide feed-
back for selected answers that will point the 
learner to where in the resources they should 
have looked for the correct answer. This quiz 
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will give learners the opportunity to famil-
iarize themselves with the exam interface, 
the questioning style/phrasing, and the effort 
required to find correct answers. This quiz 
will clearly state that it is optional but encour-
aged and mimics what the learner will see in 
the full exam.

In addition, a tutorial video is being pro-
duced to help learners navigate the exam, 
answer questions, pause vs cancel, open 
resources, and complete the exam. This 
video will include voice over and video/
screenshots of actual exam questions. 

Conformation Judging Statistics
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CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events; Glenn Lycan, Director, 
Event Operations Support; and Lisa Cecin, 
Director of Club Relations participated in 
this portion of the meeting via video con-
ference. 

Enhancing AKC’s Clubs Resources Webpage
Clubs are facing challenges that may be dif-
ficult to handle, depending upon the club’s 
experience and knowledge with complex 
business or legal issues. To assist clubs AKC 
Staff will develop a resource document that 
offers helpful guidelines to clubs facing 
difficult situations. Included in this docu-
ment will be suggestions to help clubs find 
resources to approach these situations.

MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS APPROVED ADD-
ING JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP
United States Lakeland Terrier Club (1968)

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS 
APPROVED IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
Abilene Kennel Club, Abilene, Texas 
(1986)
Doberman Pinscher Club of America (1921)

English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Associ-
ation (1926)
Giant Schnauzer Club of America (1979)
Mastiff Club of America (1941)
Mountain State Dog Training Club, Den-
ver, Colorado (1956)

REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS 
APPROVED IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
Arizona Papillon Club, Maricopa County 
(including communities north to Sun City, 
south to Gilbert, west to Goodyear, east to 
Queen Creek), 26 total households, 19 local.

Brushy Creek Beagle Club of Mississip-
pi, Lucedale, MS, 19 total households, 10 
local.

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club 
of New England, greater Westhampton, 
MA (including communities northeast to 
Haverhill, MA, south to Wyoming, RI, west 
to Goshen, CT and north to Huntington, 
MA), 21 total households, 14 local.

Rio Salgado Portuguese Water Dog Club 
of Arizona, greater Phoenix, AZ (including 
communities north to Prescott, south to 
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Tucson), 37 total households, 22 local.

COMPLIANCE 
Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance and 
Jessica Lopez, Compliance Specialist, par-
ticipated in this meeting portion via video 
conference.

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are 
reported on the Secretary’s Page.)

REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT
Mark Dunn, Executive Vice President of 
Registration; and Dr. Claire Wiley, Exec-
utive Director, AKC DNA Program par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting. 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sport 
Services participated via video conference.

AKC DNA Program Updates
Genetic Identity & Parentage Verification
A technology update in effect since Decem-
ber 2022 provides a panel of 201 SNP 
genetic markers.

The AKC DNA Program has launched a 
new product, AKC DNA + Health, which 
is one test for breeders needs. The test 
includes the 201 markers of the original 
AKC DNA Profile for genetic identity and 
parentage verification purposes, plus 328 
markers for health and traits. The included 
DNA tests meet AKC requirements for 
Breeder of Merit and Bred with Heart cer-

tifications (some exclusions apply).

We will filter breed-specific tests focused on 
Parent Club health statements. This offer 
combined with parentage will be a unique 
AKC offering. Breeders can easily upgrade 
their kits if a breeder has already purchased 
AKC DNA kits (identification/parentage 
only).

The AKC DNA program is also launching 
the AKC Canine Genetic Counseling Cen-
ter, staffed by veterinary professionals, to 
provide clear information to help breeders 
make smart breeding decisions.

AKC DNA Program’s Genetic Diversity 
Project:
AKC will collect sample and sequence 
2000-4000 dogs of all breeds.

Procedures for Recording Colors During 
Registration
Based on a request from the Board, Staff 
provided a memo outlining the process 
for the recording of colors during the dog 
registration process. The memo notes that 
several breeds have colors that are acknowl-
edged by the Parent Club as existing within 
the breed, but, at the same time, are NOT 
approved by the Parent Club for listing in 
Online Dog Registration or on AKC.org, 
forcing customers and Staff to undertake 
additional steps to register these otherwise 
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AKC registrable dogs.

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE
Mark Dunn, Executive Vice President of 
Registration and Seth Fera Schanes, Direc-
tor of Planning; participated in this portion 
of the meeting. Kassandra McCombe, 
Business Intelligence Manager, participated 
in this portion of the meeting via video con-
ference. 
 
Demographic Analysis of Current AKC Dog 
Owners
Staff presented a Demographic Analysis of 
Current AKC Dog Owners. Key insights 
on AKC dog owners were provided. This 
analysis broke out dog-owning customers 
by the type of dog they registered: AKC, 
Canine Partner (CP), or FSS/MISC. This 
analysis offers the first insight into the 
current state of existing and current dog 
owners by including all owners who have 
registered a dog in the past 12 years (2010-
2022). This is also the first analysis to strat-
ify demographic profiles of dog owners by 
the type of dog they have registered or list-
ed with the American Kennel Club.

This analysis and the findings herein will 
be shared with departments throughout the 
AKC to incite conversation and provide 
quantitative direction to support advertis-
ing, marketing, and help to form business 
decisions across the company.

MARKETING
Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President of Market-
ing; Jake Sisskind, Group Product Man-
ager; Somya Udeh, Product Manager; and 
Meghan Prince, Brand Marketing Manager 
participated in this portion of the meeting.

AKC Marketplace Platform Design
Staff presented new and improve design 
for functionality and look and feel. This 
includes the creation of New AKC Market-
place Logo and Tagline, and a Homepage 
Redesign scheduled to launch in May 2024. 

Additional developments will be shared 
with the Board at the April meeting. 

CONSENT
There was a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Mr. Powers, and it was 
VOTED (unanimously; absent Dr. Davies) 
to approve the following Consent items:

Delegates Approved
Robin Barkhaus
To represent Kettle Moraine Kennel Club
Published November 2023, December 2023

Angela Boeske
To represent Kalamazoo Kennel Club
Published November 2023, December 2023

Cindy Grodkiewicz
To represent American Wirehaired Pointing 



FEBRUARY 2024AKC GAZETTE 37

secretary’s pages
Griffon Association
Published November 2023, December 
2023

Mike Kriegel
To represent Bell Vernon Kenne 
Association
Published November 2023, December 
2023

Margaret “Maggie” Kudirka
To represent Dog Owners’ Training Club 
of Maryland
Published November 2023, December 
2023

Karen Park
To represent Mount Ogden Kennel Club
Published November 2023, December 
2023

Julie Poulin Siefert
To represent Newfoundland Club of  
America
Published October 2023, November 2023

Displaceable High Jump – Obedience and 
Rally
The Board VOTED to modify the Obedi-
ence Regulations Chapter 1, Section 34 and 
the Rally Regulations Chapter 1, Section 
36 to change the design and construction of 
the high jump to allow displaceable panels. 
In order to not cause an undue burden on 

event giving clubs, this transition must be 
completed by July 1 2025.

Jindo Name Change
The Board VOTED to change the breed’s 
name from Jindo to Korean Jindo Dog to 
be consistent with the country of origin and 
foreign kennel clubs worldwide. Superin-
tendents will be notified to phase in this 
change by March 1, 2024.

Parent Club Designation for Eurasier
The Board VOTED to designate the Unit-
ed States Eurasier Club as the Parent Club 
for the Eurasier breed; thereby allowing 
them to hold FSS Open Shows.

Keeshond Breed Standard Revision
The Board VOTED to approve the request 
from the Keeshond Club of America, 
(KCA) for KCA to ballot its membership 
in accordance with the clubs Constitution 
and Bylaws on the proposed breed stan-
dard revisions.

The Board adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 

The Board Meeting reconvened on Tues-
day, January 9, 2024, at 8:34 a.m. All Direc-
tors were present in the New York office, 
except for Dr. Davies. The Executive Sec-
retary was also present. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session. 

It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 9, 2024, at 12:08 p.m. Eastern Time.

Adjourned
Attest: _______________________________
 
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary




