
The American Kennel Club Supports Pet Choice, Consumer Protection and Clarifies Position 
on Pet Store Sourcing 
 
No one wants to see a dog harmed, or in a situation that isn’t ideal.  This is why the American 
Kennel Club strongly supports freedom of choice in selecting a pet. AKC promotes efforts to 
ensure that people are educated, understand the demands of responsible ownership, and have 
access to a pet that is right for them.  
 
However, the retail pet store ban currently being considered in New Braunfels will reduce pet 
buyers’ freedom of choice and limit the ability of families to select pets based on the breed, 
health and temperament traits they seek.  
 
It also rolls back the existing consumer protections that protect pet buyers at pet stores and 
require that purchasers are informed about the dog’s background, temperament and health 
status – knowledge that ensures the dog is a good fit for the family and is getting the care it 
deserves.  
 
Pet store bans harm pet owners, small businesses and the general public. Ironically, they ban 
the single most regulated and vetted sources of pets (including breeders and handlers subject 
to federal licensing) while promoting the sales or adoption of pets from unknown sources. 
 
Taking away options for responsible choice pushes pet buyers straight toward internet scams, 
unregulated sellers, or even just settling for a pet that’s not the right fit for their lifestyle – 
situations that make a dog more likely to end up at the shelter.   
 
Ensuring dogs are in the best homes to meet their needs is crucial.   Retail sales bans limit pet 
choice and remove essential consumer protection that ensures the dog and new owner are the 
best match.   
 
A better approach to assuring quality of pets in pet stores is ensuring that breeders who do 
business with local pet stores comply with appropriate and humane standards of care 
requirements so that New Braunfels residents can continue to take advantage of consumer 
protections at pet stores and have the best opportunity to find the right pet for them. 
 
AKC also wishes to refute comments that were shared in a recent article in the New Braunfels 
Herald-Zeitung, that misrepresents AKC’s position on pet choice and pet stores.  
 
The statement that AKC has a code of ethics prohibiting sourcing to pet stores is inaccurate and 
false.  While AKC does require our clubs to conduct themselves in an ethical manner, and 
comply with our Care and Conditions of Dogs policy, there is no such blanket requirement 
regarding sourcing for all AKC clubs.   
 
AKC does not prohibit breeders from sourcing dogs to pet stores. AKC is a “club of clubs.” 
National breed clubs (also known as “parent clubs”) and other AKC affiliated clubs develop their 



own rules for members. These clubs are comprised primarily of small-scale, hobby breeders 
who produce a few dogs primarily for the purpose of breed preservation and maintaining a 
private breeding program, participating in AKC events, and providing pets to a few carefully-
selected homes. These members by and large do not produce dogs in the quantities necessary 
to be subjected to state and federal licensing or to meet the demands of the pet buying public, 
unlike professional breeders.  
 
AKC recognizes that treasured pets are obtained from a variety of sources including: breeders, 
rescues, shelters and pet stores. Regardless of the source, dogs deserve to be treated in a safe, 
humane manner – and to have every opportunity of being matched with the ideal owner to 
meet their needs.   
 
Misguided retail pet sales bans like those proposed by the New Braunfels City Council will limit 
consumer protections and choice, while doing nothing to improve conditions for pets.   
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