
AKC strongly believes no dog should ever be left in a dangerous situation. 

 Taking the time to consider all the implications will result in a more

comprehensive, effective policy that will

truly protect the lives of dogs.

DOGS IN VEHICLES: AVOIDING UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES IN “GOOD SAMARITAN LAWS”

More and more people are including their dogs in their travels and everyday activities. By and large, this is a
great thing. However, there are unfortunately times when dogs are left in vehicles in situations that can put
their lives at risk.  As a response, some lawmakers have sought to enact laws to help dogs in
these dangerous situations – including allowing any member of the general public to remove a dog from a
vehicle, and then protect that person from all liability. 

 A dog should never be kept in a situation where its life, health or safety are at risk.  But when considering a
law allowing dogs to be removed from vehicles, there are many factors that must be considered to ensure
that dogs and responsible dog owners are truly protected:

CONSIDERATION FOR RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERS
There are documented cases where a dog was not actually in any distress but was removed from a vehicle. Any legislation

addressing the issue of dogs in vehicles should provide recourse to the owner if they did in fact take proper steps to ensure the

animal’s safety was protected (such as proper ventilation, air conditioning, blankets, or other protocols appropriate for the dog’s

breed, age, etc.).  In addition, it’s important to consider that not all dogs are the same.  What may be a dangerous temperature for

one dog, may be safe – or even ideal – for another.  It should not be an automatic assumption that the dog is in jeopardy. 

Owners should also be exempt from liability for their dog harming someone as a result of breaking into their vehicle.  These

protections are especially important if the animal gets loose and flees, or if the dog bites someone while being removed from the

vehicle or if at large following the break-in.

CONSIDERATION FOR A DOG’S SAFETY
Many bills addressing this issue allow anyone to remove a dog from a vehicle.  Although well-intentioned, this can lead to a dangerous

situation if the person is unprepared to deal with how an animal may react, or if the dog gets frightened and runs off. If the dog is truly

in distress, then whoever removes the dog should immediately take the dog to a veterinarian.  Unfortunately, too, pet theft must be

considered.  Allowing anyone to remove a dog from a private vehicle could provide another way for those who engage in this terrible

practice to steal dogs before proper authorities arrive.

CONSIDERATION FOR THE SAFETY OF OTHERS
Removing a dog from a vehicle can be a stressful situation for both the person removing the dog and the dog itself.  This is

compounded in situations where a dog flees the scene. The dog could bite or scratch someone out of fear, distress, or an attempt to

protect its personal space.  Further, the person removing the dog could injure themselves breaking into the vehicle.  Questions on

liability and safety must be considered – particularly if it turns out the dog did not need to be removed from the vehicle.
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