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For more than 135 years, the American Kennel Club® (AKC) has been 
America’s leading authority on all things dog and the premier 
resource for dog lovers. 

The AKC is a not-for-profit, non-partisan club of clubs and breed registry 
dedicated to promoting responsible dog ownership, preserving purebred dogs, 
advancing the health and well-being of all dogs, and advocating for science-
based canine policy that is reasonable, enforceable, and non-discriminatory. 

Together with more than 5,000 AKC dog clubs and AKC-affiliated charitable 
organizations, we embrace community, canine health, responsible dog 
ownership, and safety. We share our passion for dogs and we bring 
significant positive impact to every state. We are passionate about everything 
related to dogs, and we celebrate the joy they bring to our lives every single 
day. 

Members of local and breed-based dog clubs are active in their communities.  
AKC clubs sponsor some 22,000 family-friendly educational and competitive 
events that bring financial resources and expertise to their communities 
each year. Clubs offer training classes, provide expertise on canine issues, and 
engage in their communities. They support local police K-9s, educational programs 
for school children, rescue, disaster relief, and vaccination and microchip clinics. 

AKC’s affiliated charities are equally impressive. 

• The AKC Canine Health Foundation is the world’s largest funder of canine health 
research ($59.5 million); focusing on all aspects of the physical, mental, and social 
well-being of dogs. 

• AKC Reunite has reunited more than 500,000 lost dogs with their owners, 
donated hundreds of microchip scanners to shelters, and donated more than 
90 disaster relief trailers to set up temporary shelters for communities 
impacted by natural disasters. In the last year alone, more than100 detection 
and law enforcement K-9s have been donated to communities needing them. 

• AKC Humane Fund supports breed rescue and provides grants to house 
victims of domestic abuse with their pets. 

The American Kennel Club prides itself on being more than champion dogs, but 
the champion for all dogs, and for dog-friendly communities too.  

We urge you to take a few moments and see just a few highlights of what AKC 
is doing in your state. 
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AKC is the world’s largest all-breed dog registry. 

AKC has more than 5,000 local and breed-based dog clubs throughout the U.S.   

AKC hosts over 22,000 dog events per year with more than 3.3 million entries including breed conformation,
agility, obedience, field trials, and more.  

AKC events can inject more than $2.15 million into the community during each event.

Nationwide, AKC dog events can generate more than $1.5 billion a year in local spending.

AKC Canine Health Foundation funds research projects that focus on all aspects of the physical, mental, and
social well-being of dogs. AKC CHF’s $59.5 million investment has resulted in over 1,040 research grants,
countless canine health projects, and 828 peer-reviewed publications. 

AKC’s Detection Dog Task Force works to help address the shortage of high-quality U.S. -bred and -trained
explosive detection dogs to protect public safety and national security.  

For more than a decade, AKC Humane Fund has provided grants to shelters that house victims of domestic
abuse with their pets. 

The AKC Museum of the Dog preserves, interprets and celebrates the role of dogs in society and educates the
public about the human-canine bond through its 1,700-piece rotating collection and 4,000-volume library.

AKC Pet Disaster Relief program helps local Emergency Management provide animal care services
immediately following a disaster, including a donation of a trailer stocked with essential supplies to house
over 65 pets in the critical first few days following a disaster. To date, more than 90 emergency relief trailers
have been donated to communities around the nation. 

AKC co-founded American Service Dog Access Coalition (ASDAC), a charitable organization of industry
leaders working together to establish Service Dog Pass™ an authoritative, verifiable service dog credential to
establish and incentivize compliance with behavioral and health standards for service dogs and to address
fraudulent misrepresentation of pets as service dogs. 

AKC Reunite has reunited more than 500,000 lost pets with their owners, donates microchip scanners to
shelters, and helps reunite pets displaced by storms and other disasters. The  Adopt A K9 Cop Program has
donated funding for police K-9s to more than 200 police departments.

AKC’s Rescue Network provides financial assistance to non-profit rescue groups. More than 450 AKC Rescue
Network groups are located across the U.S.

AKC has a dedicated team of field agents who visit & inspect kennels to educate breeders and ensure proper
care and conditions of AKC-registered dogs and accurate record keeping. Since 2000, AKC field agents have
conducted over 80,000 inspections nationwide.

AKC created the  Canine Good Citizen program - A 10-step test that encourages and certifies dogs who have
good manners. Over 1 million dogs have earned CGC certification. 

AKC provides teachers nationwide with academically rigorous lesson plans and activities that incorporate
core subject areas for grades K-12 and teach about responsible dog ownership.  

And much more! See the following pages for AKC impact in your state.

 

AKC is More than Champion Dogs, 
We’re the Dog’s Champion

The American Kennel Club is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting
responsible dog ownership, preserving purebred dogs, the health and well-being of

all dogs, and advocating for science-based canine policy that is reasonable,
enforceable and non-discriminatory.

Did you know?
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