
 
 

THE AKC OBEDIENCE CLASSIC & JUNIORS CLASSIC: FAST FACTS 
 

❖ The Obedience Classic offers four class levels that progress in difficulty: Novice, Open, Utility and 
Masters; and the classes were open to all dogs who met the qualification criteria during the qualifying 
period from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2021.  

 
❖ 57 breeds, from the Australian Cattle Dog to the Whippet, as well as 6 All American (mixed breed) 

Dogs will compete, representing 33 states. 83 dogs are entered in the Novice Class, 65 in Open, 49 in 
Utility and 51 in the Masters Class.   

 
❖ To qualify to enter in the Novice, Open or Utility Classes, dogs had to have earned a title at their 

respective class level (CD, CDX or UD) at any time. The dogs must have earned three qualifying 
scores, or one Highest Scoring Dog award during the qualifying period at local club events across 
the country. Obedience Champion (OTCH) dogs were not permitted to enter the Utility class but will be 
entered in the Masters class. 

 
❖ To qualify to enter in the Masters Class, dogs had to have a minimum of the Utility Dog (UD) title, and 

earn six qualifying scores in both the Open B and Utility B classes during the qualifying period at local 
club events across the country.  
 

❖ The Classic consists of three rounds of competition over two days. The dogs will walk with their 
handlers on- and off-leash, retrieve dropped gloves and thrown objects, jump over jumps and more!  
 

❖ The tenth AKC Junior Classic will run in conjunction with the eighth AKC Obedience Classic, offering 
Obedience and Rally classes for junior handlers. Juniors range in age from nine to 18 years and are 
competing in classes based on their AKC accomplishments from local club events across the country.  
 

❖ 10 breeds, from the smallest Chihuahua to the tallest Belgian Tervuren, as well as 7 All American 
(mixed breed) Dogs will compete in the Junior Obedience/Rally Classic, representing 10 states. 

 
❖ The Junior Obedience Classic is in its 10th year and will have 13 Juniors with 14 dogs competing in a 

variety of Obedience classes on- and off-leash on Saturday and Sunday. The classes range from 
Beginner Novice where dogs will work on-leash, and off-leash in the advanced obedience classes 
through Utility, where dogs will perform jumping, retrieving and scenting exercises – where dogs will 
find an article placed in a pile of like-type items by smelling for their handler’s scent. 
 

❖ The Junior Rally Classic will also have juniors competing on Saturday and Sunday for the 7th year, in 
AKC Rally®. 14 Juniors with 22 dogs will compete in with their dogs on-leash in Rally Novice and Rally 
Intermediate, and off-leash in Rally Advanced, Rally Excellent and Rally Master classes. These teams 
will perform skills such as dogs jumping, moving forwards and backwards, turns and spins all while 
following a specific course with signs telling them what the next skill is to be performed in the ring.  
 

❖ All class levels progress in difficulty; Beginner Novice, Novice, Rally Novice and Rally Intermediate 
teams will perform on-leash and all other teams will perform on- and off-leash. 

  

❖ To learn more about the AKC Obedience Classic, visit http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/classic/.   

http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/classic/junior-classic/
https://www.akc.org/sports/obedience/events/obedience-classic/
http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/classic/

