
Congratulations on your new 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi!  

The Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of 
America wants to help you enjoy 
your new pet by giving you some 

basic background information about 
Pembroke Welsh Corgis.

Origins
Pembrokes have been used by the Welsh as herding dogs, 
family companions, and guardians of the farm. They continue 
today to be workers and companions for their owners. It is 
believed that their ancestry dates back to at least the tenth 
century. It is unknown whether they are descended from 
the Vallhunds (Swedish cattle dogs possibly brought to 
Pembrokeshire by the Vikings) or from the ancestors of the 
present-day Schipperkes and Pomeranians that were brought 
to Wales by Flemish weavers.

In the 1920’s Corgis were recognized as purebred dogs in the 
United Kingdom. In 1934 the Pembroke and Cardigan Corgis 
were recognized by the English Kennel Club as separate 
breeds. American Kennel Club recognition of the two distinct 
breeds also occurred in that same year.

Pembrokes are sensitive and intelligent dogs. They are easily 
trained as long as training is done with gentle handling and 
without severe physical correction. They are healthy and 
long-lived dogs and are excellent companions for either rural 
or urban families.

Daily Care
Pembrokes require a proper diet and regular medical care 
with yearly vaccinations for protection against diseases. 
Owners who have taken proper care of their dogs are usually 
rewarded with their Pembrokes living a long and active life. 
Proper pet care also includes regular exercise, grooming, a 
regular check of the dog’s teeth, and toenail trimming.

Please don’t allow your Pembroke to become overweight. 
A thinner dog will live a longer, happier, healthier life. 
Pembrokes are great con-artists. Don’t believe them! And 
don’t believe what the dog food bag says about how much to 
feed. Always feed a good name brand-not generic food. Avoid 
table scraps and extra treats.

An Introduction to the
Pembroke Welsh Corgi

Though your Pembroke might be 
obedient, no dog should ever be 
allowed to run free. The modern 
world is an extremely hazardous 
place for inquisitive dogs. Although the Pembroke is not a toy 
breed, his compact size is a disadvantage if he is confronted 
by a larger dog. If you do not have a fenced yard, your dog 
will certainly need several daily walks. He is an energetic 
dog, and too much inactivity just might cause him to think up 
unacceptable activities for himself!

Training
Basic obedience training is strongly recommended by the 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America. This training is 
best when it teaches you how to teach your dog. The time 
you spend in training, especially during the first year of your 
pet’s life, will be repaid many times over by giving you a 
well-behaved companion, one that is bonded to you and your 
family for the rest of his life.

Today Pembrokes are seen in many areas of dog activities. 
Many of their competitions are sanctioned by the American 
Kennel Club. Pembrokes are worked in obedience, herding, 
tracking and agility. They excel in all of these performance 
events. They are still used as working cattle dogs and are 
loyal family companions. 

Spay/Neuter
There is concern in the United States about dogs being 
abandoned or turned in to shelters because the owner no 
longer wants to care for the animal. In some cases, the owner 
has discovered that the dog has a physical or temperament 
problem, very often the result of irresponsible breeding.

The breeding of dogs is a serious responsibility. Through 
the years a Breed Standard for Pembroke Welsh Corgis has 
been developed. It is an approved, written description of the 
ideal Pembroke: how it should move, look, and act. This 
Breed Standard is used by conscientious and knowledgeable 
breeders to evaluate how closely they approach the ideal in 
producing quality Pembroke Welsh Corgis.

Pembrokes that are found to deviate to some extent from the 
Standard in appearance, size, action, temperament, or that 
have known hereditary defects, are not used for breeding by 
responsible breeders. These dogs are spayed or neutered. The 
use of such a Pembroke for breeding is evidence of careless, 
unknowing, and unconcerned breeding.

The Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America strongly 
recommends that you spay or neuter your Pembroke. 
Most responsible breeders require this by selling their pet 
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Pembrokes with spay/neuter contracts. There are several 
important reasons for this recommendation:

1) Veterinarians, breeders, and animal behaviorists agree, 
it is not at all helpful or fulfilling for the female dog to 
have puppies. Having puppies is a major event for the 
female dog, and even under the best of circumstances it 
can lead to serious physical problems or death.

2) Spaying a female does reduce the risk of mammary 
tumors later in life. A spayed female will also not be at 
risk for life-threatening uterine infections (pyometra) as 
she grows older.

3) Neutering a male removes the possibility of testicular 
cancer. In addition, the dog will have a much lower risk 
of developing prostate problems, such as infection or 
enlargement. Also, a neutered male will generally be 
more tolerant of other male dogs.

4) Consult your breeder and veterinarian about the proper 
time to spay/neuter your Pembroke. Recent and ongoing 
research indicates early spaying/neutering may lead 
to some orthopedic problems; therefore, it may be 
beneficial to wait longer than six months of age to spay 
or neuter your pet.

You may already know that the basic disposition of your 
Pembroke will not be changed by spaying or neutering. 
Neither of these procedures will turn your pet into a fat and 
lazy Corgi-shaped “couch potato!” Obesity is caused by 
giving the dog too many snacks and too little exercise.

As Pembrokes have become more popular, some owners 
have been tempted to breed them in misguided efforts to 
make a profit. If you are able to make a profit breeding 
and selling Pembrokes, you are not doing it with the care 
and concern that you should be exercising! This “uncaring 
production” of animals is not beneficial to the breed, and is 
most often harmful. Only quality Pembrokes should be bred 
by knowledgeable breeders in an effort to improve the breed. 

Careless and uninformed breeding will only serve to harm 
those virtues and characteristics we value most in Corgis.

The American Kennel Club permits dogs that have been 
spayed or neutered to participate in all phases of obedience, 
tracking, herding, and agility competitions. Only animals 
that are capable of reproducing are able to be shown in 
conformation shows.
Conclusion
Finally, if the day should come when you can no longer keep 
your Pembroke (for whatever reason: divorce, moving to a 
no-pet apartment, death in the family, etc.) what should you 
do? The Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America urges you 
NEVER to take your Pembroke to an Animal Shelter. You 
should contact the breeder of your Pembroke. This is one of 
the reasons that responsible breeders want to stay in touch 
with their buyers. If that is not successful, or if you cannot 
locate the breeder, then contact Breed Rescue. Sometimes 
the local shelter knows who the Breed Rescue contact person 
is in their area for Pembrokes. If they do not, then please 
contact PWCCA Rescue Chairperson, Mary Day, 5447 89th 
Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98513-8839 (stlh20@earthlink.com), 
or Patty Gailey, PWCCA Corresponding Secretary, 94 South 
250 East, Blackfoot, ID 83221 (triadcorgis@msn.com), 
or a local all-breed kennel club or obedience club, or the 
American Kennel Club, 260 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 
10016.
Further Information
If you would like additional information about Pembroke 
Welsh Corgis, there is an order form with this letter for 
resources that have proven to be very helpful. Good luck with 
your Pembroke and may you enjoy your pet for many years!
Recommended Reading
The Complete Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Harper, Howell Book 
House
How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With, Rutherford and 
Neil, Alpine Press
Dog Owner’s Home Veterinary Handbook, Carlson and 
Griffin, Howell Book House
Mother Knows Best: The Natural Way to Train Your Dog, or 
any other publication by Carol Lea Benjamin

Visit the PWCCA Pages on the Internet:
www.pwcca.org

www.corgirescue.org

The Pembroke Welsh Corgi Illustrated Standard
 and the

 Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America’s Newsletter
(a quarterly publication) 

are available for purchase at

http://pwcca.org/corgi-boutique


