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The AKC Patch Program 

The AKC Virtual Patch Program aims to teach young people about purebred 
dogs and dog events through an interactive digital experience. 

 

AKC Breed Groups 

The American Kennel Club organizes dog breeds into 7 different groups: Terrier, 
Sporting, Hound, Non-Sporting, Working, Herding, and Toy.  These groups represent 
the original work each breed was developed to do.  The dog judged to be most 
representative of the breed in each group becomes one of the final seven dogs to 
compete for Best in Show. 

Discover More:  Click here to read about the 7 groups. 

Try It:  Enjoy this word search of the 7 group names. 

 
Conformation 

In conformation, dogs are judged on how closely they meet the standard of their 
particular breed. Why? Because the closer a dog’s appearance is to the breed’s 
standard, the easier the dog will be able to complete the functions it was bred to do. 

Discover More:  Take a look at this video on what dog shows are all about. 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/7-akc-dog-breed-groups-explained/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/03141603/Seven-Groups-Word-Search.pdf
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/
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Try It:  During conformation dogs and handlers take a lap around the ring to show off 
the dog’s gait.  Take a quick lap around your yard or room, just for fun.  If you want to 
get silly, try running with different gaits. 

 

 
 

Sports and Events 

Most dog shows hold competitions in one or more of the many AKC recognized sports 
and events.  Take this short quiz to find out what dog sport might be right for you and 
your dog. 

 

 

 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/puppy-informations/which-sport-should-you-do-with-your-dog/
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FastCAT 

The CAT in FastCAT stands for Coursing Ability Test. It’s a timed 100-yard dash for 
dogs of all ages, sizes, and ability levels.  Both purebred and mixed breed dogs can 
compete in FastCAT.   

Discover More:  Check out this FastCAT video to see all kinds of dogs having fun 
racing after a lure. 

Try It:  How fast can you run?  Get a partner to time you running the length of your 
backyard or sidewalk.  If you’re feeling up for a challenge, try marking off a 100-yard 
length with a yardstick or tape measure and see how close you can get to the fastest 
dog’s time.  Here is a list of the fastest dogs’ times, by breed. 

 

https://akc.tv/watch/13/1546/video/fast-cat-3
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/fastcat_ranking/


  Virtual Dog Show 
 

 
Scent Work 

The sport of Scent Work is based on the work of professional detection dogs and 
encourages all kinds of dogs to use their sense of smell to find hidden scents.   

Discover More:  Enjoy this short video about AKC Scent Work.  

Try It:   You can test your own sense of smell using items you have around your home.  
Ask someone in your family to pick a few strongly scented items and hide them in paper 
towel tubes, empty cereal boxes, upside down yogurt cups, or other items from the 
recycling bin.  Be sure to wash those yogurt cups first!  Some scents you might try 
include a cinnamon stick, a pinch or two of basil or oregano, or a scented soap.  Once 
the item is hidden, see if you can find it just using your sense of smell.  For ideas on 
how to create a scent work game for your dog, click here. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFYKoldNrFM
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/indoor-scent-games-for-dogs/
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Agility 

Dogs who compete in agility train hard and work well with their handler. Dogs and 
handlers must complete an obstacle course while racing against the clock. Both 
purebred and mixed breed dogs can participate in Agility. 

 

Discover More:  Here’s a fun video of Chuckles and Samson trying out Agility with 
homemade obstacles in their back yard. 

 

Try It:  Whether you have a dog or not, you can set up your own Agility obstacle course 
in your back yard.  Try jumping over a stick placed between the holes of a couple 
laundry baskets.  Create your own “tire” jump using a hula hoop.  Click here for more 
ideas on how to create an Agility course at home. 

 

https://youtu.be/w-zc36rqo2E
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/10-tips-to-practice-agility-at-home-with-your-dog/
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Dock Diving 

Dock Diving is open to dogs of all breeds. Dock Diving tests how far a dog can jump 
when jumping from the dock into the water. They are trying to grab an item while 
jumping from a dock. 

Discover More:  Watch a cool video of Dock Diving from the dog’s perspective. 

 

Try It:   How far can you jump?  You can measure your broad jump from a running start, 
like the dogs do, or you can try a standing broad jump. 

 

 

Final Thoughts:  Before you go, try our fun Kahoot quiz to show what you’ve learned 
during your Virtual Dog Show.  After the quiz, you can print out your digital AKC Patch. 

If you’d like to receive a physical patch in the mail, please fill out this JotForm quiz, 
along with your parent’s name and your mailing address.  The AKC only uses your 
address to send you a patch, not for anything else.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkAeQblL-_Y&feature=youtu.be
https://create.kahoot.it/share/virtual-dog-show-fun-facts/d8d331ff-5c23-4656-b587-b2a3947fec14
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/03144005/Digital-Patch.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/200915749186059

