
 
August 2019 

 

To: All Clubs Licensed to Hold Retriever Hunting Tests 

Subject: New Master Amateur Hunter (MAH) Title 

 

This is to inform your club of a recent update to the Regulations & Guidelines for AKC Hunting 

Tests for Retrievers as approved by the AKC Board of Directors.  

 

This change will allow for a Master Amateur Hunter (MAH) suffix title to be awarded to a dog that 

passes the Master Amateur Invitational (MAI) three times.  Dogs that pass the MAI more than 

three times will have their accomplishment recorded by a numeric designation behind the title.  For 

example, a dog that passes 4 times would receive the title designation MAH4. Qualifying for the 

title will be retroactive to the first MAI event held in 2017.   

 

The specific changes are underlined and will be reflected in the next reprinting of the Regulations 

& Guidelines for AKC Hunting Tests for Retrievers. 

 

Chapter 2.  Section 8. Master Amateur Hunter Title (MAH) (new section) 

 

In order to be recorded a Master Amateur Hunter (MAH), a dog must pass the Master Amateur 

Invitational Hunting Test three times.  Dogs passing the Master Amateur Invitational Test more 

than three times will have this accomplishment recorded by a numeric designation behind the 

title. For example, a dog passing the test six times will earn the title MAH6.  The MAH title will 

be in addition to the MH title of a dog’s pedigree.  A higher level MAH title will supersede a 

previous MAH title. 

 

The Master Amateur Retriever Club will notify the AKC Performance Events Department when a 

dog has qualified for the title.  The Master Amateur Retriever Club has agreed to pay for the title 

application fee.  Upon verification of the accomplishment, the title will be placed on the dog’s 

record.  The MAH is a suffix title, appearing after the dog’s name.  Once the title has been placed 

on a dog’s record, it will appear on pedigrees and registration certificates. 

          

The MAH title designation goes into effect November 1, 2019.  For anyone wishing to order a title 

there will be an order form available on the retriever hunting test title application webpage. 

 

 

This regulation update has been posted to the Regulation Resource webpage and is being sent to 

all retriever hunting test clubs and approved judges.  Please send any questions, comments or 

email address updates to: huntingtest@akc.org 
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