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Revisions to the Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility 
Course Test (ACT) 

Effective February 1, 2023 
 

This insert is issued as a supplement to the 
Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT) 

Amended to January 1, 2022 and approved by the AKC 
Board of Directors 
January 10, 2023 

 
 
 

Chapter 14 
Non-Regular Agility Classes 
International Sweepstakes Class 

 
 

 
Section 1. Purpose. The International 

Sweepstake Class (ISC) is a non-regular class providing a 
dog and handler an opportunity to demonstrate their 
advanced training and handling skills on various 
international style Standard and Jumpers With Weaves 
courses. The rules for this class are generally based on 
Fédération Cynologique International (FCI) rules.  ISC 
Course design should reflect current FCI design. 
 
 

Section 3. Eligibility to Hold the ISC Class. Upon 
approval from the American Kennel Club, the ISC classes 
are allowed to be held in in one of three trial formats: 

1. In conjunction with an AKC approved 
agility trial 

a) Clubs may offer one or two ISC 
classes per day 

b) Trial day counts as one of the 
club’s 12 allowed days for 
agility events   

2. As a Special Event Agility Trial, where 
both titling regular AKC classes and 
more than two ISC classes are held on 
the same day 

a) Clubs may offer up to four ISC 
classes per day 

b) Clubs are limited to two Special 
Event days per year, see 
Chapter 2, Section 1. 
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c) In addition to the normal 
process for trial approval, an 
Addendum for Special Event 
Agility Trials must be 
submitted with the trial 
application. 

3. As an “ISC Only” agility trial 
a) Clubs may elect to hold trials 

that only offer ISC classes 
b) For ISC Only events, clubs may 

determine how many ISC 
classes will be offered per day 

c) Allowed days for ISC Only 
Events are limited to 12 per 
year but are not subject to the 
100 mile limit between trials. 

Events may be designated as “World Team Bye 
Events” (WTBE) with approval from the Director 
of Agility.  

These events may earn the competitor’s automatic entry 
to the World Team Tryouts. details must be included in 
the event premium. 

 
Section 7. Jump Heights.  All AKC heights will 

be offered, except for 24C.  Dogs may be entered in their 
regular AKC jump heights or may choose to run in their 
FCI height category.  At ISC only trials dogs may be 
entered as FEO as described in Chapter 5, Section 7.  
 
Dogs may be entered in their Preferred height category 
and will be scored with dogs running in the corresponding 
Regular height. 
 
It is highly encouraged that run orders are randomized by 
class.  This includes jump height orders as well as order 
of competitors within a jump height. 
 
ISC Height Chart 
 

Small Dogs measuring 13 ¾” and 
less 

12” 

Medium Dogs measuring 16 ⅞” and 
less 

16” 
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Intermediate Dogs measuring 18 ⅞” and 
less 

20” 

Large Dogs measuring greater than 
18 ⅞” 

24” 

 
Section 8. Judges. Only fully approved agility 

judges (non-provisional) and FCI approved judges will be 
approved to judge any ISC class.  Additionally, FCI judges 
may design and provide courses for ISC classes to be 
judged by an AKC agility judge.  All judges shall submit 
course designs for review and approval 45 days prior to 
the trial. These courses must have the name of the AKC 
club and date on them when submitted. 
 
Courses designed by FCI judges must be sent by the 
designer either directly to the AKC judge that will be 
judging them or directly to the AKC Director of Agility.   
If sent to the AKC judge, they must then forward the 
courses to the AKC Director.  The FCI designer may not 
send to anyone except the AKC Judge or the AKC judge of 
record. 
 
Course Maps will be posted per current AKC regulations 
unless they are for World Team Bye classes.  Those course 
maps will not be distributed/posted until the course 
building for the class has started. 

 
Section 9. Obstacle Specifications. All 

specifications and performance requirements shall be as 
printed in Chapter 3, unless modified herein.  

 
 

A-Frame  
 

The apex of the A-Frame shall be set at 5'-
6". Contact zones shall be 42” in length.   
The apex shall be set at 5’ for 8 and 4-inch 
dogs. 

Dogwalk The contact zone shall be 36" in length.   

Seesaw Both contact zones shall be 36" in length.  

Contacts 
in 
General  

For altering AKC contact zones for the ISC 
class, it is recommended to place a clearly 
visible line using duct tape with the top of 
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the duct tape at 36" from the end of the 
board. 

One Bar 
Jump  

All one bar jumps must have wings. The 
jump bar may range from 4 – 5 feet in 
length.  4 feet is recommended. 

Broad 
Jump 
(Long 
Jump) 

Ascending (FCI) style Broad Jump or AKC 
style Broad Jump may be used. Must not in 
Premium if using FCI Style. It is suggested 
to use the maximum width. Soft 
construction may be used. 

 X-Small: 4” & 8”: 4” (1 board) 
 Small (12”): set at 16"-20" (2 

boards) 
 Medium (16”): 28"-36" (3-4 boards) 
 Intermediate (20”): 35-43” (3-4 

boards) 
 Large (24”): 48"-54" (4-5 boards)  

Wall 
Jump 

Must comply with Chapter 3, Section 15 for 
construction and setting of jump heights. 
Soft construction may be used. 

Ascending 
Spread 
Jump 

Two wing bar jumps placed together to 
form a spread. It is recommended that a 5’ 
bar be used for the back jump and a 4-4.5’ 
bar be used for the front jump. The jump 
shall be set as follows: 

4”: 4” back, 0” front, 0” wide  
8”: 8” back, 4” front, 4” wide 
12”: 12” back, 4-6” front, 12” wide  
16”: 16” back, 8-10” front, 16” wide  
20”: 20” back, 12-14” front, 18” wide 
24”: 24” back, 16-18” front, 20” wide  

Tire Jump Setting for the AKC tire are as follows: 
4” & 8”:   4” 
Small (12”): 8” 
Medium (16”): 8” /12” 
Intermediate ( 20”): 16” 
Large (24”): 20” 
 
FCI Tire Heights: 
The height is measured from the ground to 
the center of the tire.  
S: 55cm = 21-22” 
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M: 55cm = 21-22” 
I: 70cm = 27.5”  
L: 80cm = 31.5” 
 
If using FCI heights for tire it must be 
noted in the premium 

 
 
 
Section 11. Equipment Requirements. 
ISC Agility Class: 18 – 22 Total Obstacles Required.  
Courses may have less obstacles at reviewer’s discretion  

REQUIRED 
OBSTACLES  

 

QUANTITY RESTRICTIONS AND 
NOTES 

Dog Walk, A-
Frame and 
Seesaw  

Must have a Dog Walk, A-Frame and 
Seesaw on course. Each contact may only 
be taken one (1) time. 

Open Tunnel Must be used a minimum of one time on 
the course. Up to 5 tunnel passes within 
a course. 

Recommendation: 4 tunnels available. 
One of them should have a length of 10-
13 feet.  

Weave Poles One (1) set of 12 poles maximum. 

One Bar 
Jump  

No quantity restrictions. 

Wall Jump, 
Tire Jump, 
Ascending 
Spread 
Jump, Broad 
(Long) Jump 

These obstacles are optional, but tire and 
a minimum of one spread (ascending 
spread jump, broad jump or wall jump) 
must be used in World Team Bye Events. 
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Note: The dog must have a straight-line 
approach from the previous obstacle to 
the tire, spread jump and long jump. 

 
 
ISC Jumping Class: 18 – 22 Total Obstacles Required. 
Courses may have less obstacles at reviewer’s discretion 

REQUIRED 
OBSTACLES  

 

QUANTITY RESTRICTIONS AND 
NOTES 

Weave Poles One (1) set of 12 poles maximum. 

One Bar 
Jump 

No quantity restrictions. 

Open Tunnel Up to 5 tunnel passes within a course. 

Recommendation: 4 tunnels available. 
One of the tunnel should have a length of 
10-13 feet. 

Wall Jump, 
Tire Jump, 
Spread 
Jump, Broad 
(Long) Jump 

These obstacles are optional.  For a 
World Team Bye Event a minimum of 
one spread (ascending spread jump, 
broad jump or wall jump) must be used. 

The dog must have a straight-line from 
the previous obstacle to the tire, spread 
jump and long jump. 
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Section 12. Course Distances and Times. The standard 
course times are at the sole discretion of the judge but shall 
generally follow these guidelines noted below. Course 
distance should generally not exceed 240 yards. 

Small Agility ISC Class 2.75 yards per second to 3.50 
yards per second 

Medium Agility ISC 
Class 

3.00 yards per second to 3.75 
yards per second 

Intermediate Agility ISC 
Class 

3.50 yards per second to 4.25 
yards per second 

Large Agility ISC Class 3.50 yards per second to 4.25 
yards per second 

 

Small Jumping ISC Class 3.50 yards per second to 
4.00 yards per second 

Medium Jumping ISC 
Class 

3.75 yards per second to 
4.25 yards per second 

Intermediate Jumping 
ISC Class 

4.00 yards per second to 
4.50 yards per second 

Large Jumping ISC Class 4.00 yards per second to 
4.50 yards per second 
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Standard Course Times (SCT’s) will be assigned as follows: 
    8, 12 inches will be assigned the SCT calculated for Small  
 16 inches will be assigned SCT calculated for Medium  
 20 inches will be assigned SCT calculated for Intermediate 
 24 inches will be assigned SCT calculated for Large 

 

Notes: 
1. The flexibility in Standard Course Times 

reflects the degree of difficulty (flow) on 
the course, equipment to be performed, 
ring surface, and weather conditions. 

2. Course be measured once for Small and 
Medium class (along a 12” dog’s path) and 
once for Intermediate and Large class 
(along a 24” dogs path) using an efficient 
course path. 

3. Spacing of obstacles shall generally 
comply with FCI Design Guidelines. 

4. (Optional) In order to reflect the 
international challenge level in the Small, 
Medium, Intermediate and Large agility 
classes, the judge may alter spacing 
between obstacles. Distance may be 
reduced for the Medium/Small classes 
from what is set of the 
Intermediate/Large The judge may 
designate a section or two of the course to 
reduce the spacing between obstacles 
from the Intermediate/Large class to 
Medium/Small class (which can have the 
same course spacing). 

 
Section 13. Scoring. Dogs start with a 

score of zero to which faults are added for 
infractions.   
Dogs running in the Preferred jump heights 
will be scored against dogs entered in the 
corresponding Regular jump height. 

 
Section 17. Standard Faults. Judges shall 

use an open hand to signal standard faults.  
Standard faults incurring a five (5) point 
penalty include: 

1. A displaced bar or displaceable 
surface that the dog was to jump over. 

2. Missed down contact zones on all 
contacts and missed up contact zone 
on the teeter.  

3. Seesaw fly-off. 
4. Missed weave pole once entered 

correctly. (This penalty can be 
assessed one time only per      set of 
weave poles.) However, missed poles 
must be re- attempted and completed. 
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5. Knocking down one of the boards of 
the Broad (Long) Jump. No other 
contacts are faulted. The dog or 
handler is not faulted when they 
touch or knock down one of the  
marker poles of the long jump, even 
when this causes one of the units to 
fall down. 

6. Breaking apart the Tire Jump. 
 
Section 19. Elimination Faults.  Judges 

shall signal by an elimination by either a 
whistle or two hands crossed. 

1. Three (3) refusals and/or run-outs on 
a course. 

2. Dog running the wrong course, 
including touching the wrong obstacle 
with one (1) paw. 

3. Dog/handler contact that aids the 
performance of the dog. 

4. Handler contact with the equipment if 
it aids or was intended to aid the 
performance of the dog. 

5. Outside assistance to the handler/dog 
in the ring that aided the 
performance. 

6. Failure to complete all obstacles on 
the course. Completing an obstacle is 
defined as: 
a.  Jumping over jumps and through   

tires, in the proper direction. 
b.  Starting descent on a contact 

obstacle. 
c.  Going through the tunnels in the 

proper direction. 
d.  Weaving all Weave Poles after 

proper entry. 
 

Section 20. Excusals. Judges shall signal 
as a long whistle and verbal “thank you.”  
Excusals are as listed in Chapter 5, Section 6 
and: 

 
Section 21. Start of Run. Judges may 

choose to signal for the handler to start the 
run with a  whistle versus a verbal or timer 
start. 
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