
 

 

 

 

 

 
January 2022  

 

To: All Clubs Licensed to Host Earthdog Tests  

 

Subject:  New Earthdog Excellent Title and New Novice Earthdog Class 

 

This communication is to inform your club of two upcoming changes to the Regulations for Earthdog Tests for 

Small Terriers and Dachshunds which introduces two new offerings to help encourage dogs and owners to continue 

to participate in the sport of earthdog.   

 

The first change introduces a new Earthdog Excellent title for dogs that pass any test level on six occasions after 

earning the initial title of a given level.  For example, after a dog earns its Junior Earthdog (JE) and then passes the 

junior level test six more times, a Junior Excellent (JXE) title will be awarded. This new Excellent title will apply to 

all three levels (JXE, SXE, MXE).  For every additional six passes, a dog will be awarded an Excellent title 

followed by a numeric designation.  Example: A dog that passes 12 junior level tests after having earned the initial 

JE title will earn a JXE2. A higher-level title within a testing level will supersede a lower-level title within a testing 

level.  This change will become effective May 1, 2022.    

 

The second change introduces a new Novice class for beginners.  The Novice class would be positioned after Intro 

to Quarry but before the Junior class.  This new class offers a NE title after having earned two passes. The Novice 

class is an instinct test requiring very little previous exposure to earthwork.  It is very similar to Intro to Quarry 

except the handler and judge may not provide encouragement once the dog is released. A NE title will not be a 

prerequisite to entering the Junior class.  This change will become effective February 1, 2022. 

 

The exact wording will appear as follows in the next reprinting of the regulation booklet.  Each of the changes are 

noted in underline.   

 
Chapter 3. Classes, Qualifying Scores, Awarding of Titles, Section 7. Earthdog Excellent Title (new section) 

 

Any dog that has completed the requirements for the Junior, Senior or Master Earthdog title shall be eligible to earn legs 

toward the Earthdog Excellent title. In order to earn an Excellent title, a dog must on six occasions pass the Junior, Senior 

or Master level test respectively after the dog has earned its JE, SE or ME title. The Excellent title by level is Junior 

Excellent Earthdog (JXE), Senior Excellent Earthdog (SXE) and Master Excellent Earthdog (MXE). The Excellent title 

will supersede the standard title in any given level. For example, the JXE title will supersede the JE title on a dog’s 

pedigree. The Excellent title may be earned repeatedly. A number will appear after the title for every six additional passes. 

For example, a dog that passes the Junior test six times after earning the JXE title will be awarded the JXE2 title. An 

Excellent numeric title will supersede a lower Excellent title of the same test level on a dog’s pedigree. Legs that count 

toward a dog’s Excellent title may also be counted toward a dog’s Endurance Earthdog title. 

 

Chapter 3. Classes, Qualifying Scores, Awarding of Titles 

Section 1.  Classes.  

The classes at a licensed or member test are Introduction to Quarry (non-regular with no credit toward title), Novice 

Earthdog, Junior Earthdog, Senior Earthdog and Master Earthdog.   
 

Clubs may offer any or all classes at licensed and member club events.  
 

Section 2. Qualifying Scores. 

The total number of qualifications required for issuance of the titles for Novice Earthdog, Junior Earthdog, Senior Earthdog 

and Master Earthdog shall be established by the Board of Directors of The American Kennel Club.  
 

Chapter 3. Section 3. Novice Earthdog Class and Title (NE). 

The Novice Earthdog class is open to all eligible breeds of dogs (see Chapter 1, Section 6) who have not previously earned 

an Earthdog title. 

 

 

Performance Events Department 



In order to be recorded as a Novice Earthdog, a dog must be individually registered with the AKC, and must have a record 

of having qualified in the Novice Earthdog test in two (2) AKC licensed or member club tests under two different judges. 

Any individual that is eligible to judge Junior Senior or Master Earthdog classes may judge the Novice Earthdog class. 

Upon completion of these requirements, an AKC  

Novice Earthdog (NE) certificate will be issued to the owner, and the dog shall be identified as a Novice Earthdog in all 

official AKC records by the suffix title NE.  The NE title is not a prerequisite to  

enter the Junior Earthdog test. 

 

A dog that has been recorded as a Novice Earthdog may continue to enter the Novice Earthdog test, but no further Novice 

Earthdog certificates will be issued.   

 

Chapter 4. Classes, Qualifying Scores, Awarding of Titles, Section 4. Junior Earthdog Class and Title (JE)  

(Paragraph #3) Upon completion of these requirements, an AKC Junior Earthdog (JE) certificate will be issued to the owner, 

and the dog shall be identified as a Junior Earthdog in all official AKC records by the suffix title JE, which shall supersede 

the NE title. 

 

Section 1. Test Area Conditions and Dimensions. 

The test area for the Introduction to Quarry test and Novice test shall be no less than 40 feet by 40 feet, with no portion of 

the den including the point of release, less than 10 feet from the side of the test area. 

Section 7. Novice Earthdog Test - Description. 

Novice Earthdog is an instinct test requiring little to no previous exposure to earthwork.  Young dogs, dogs with little 

working experience, and novice handlers are encouraged to enter.  As it may be the first den experience for some dogs, the 

Judge and the handler shall do their utmost to assure that it is a positive experience for the dog.  The Judge shall not be 

allowed to encourage the dog.  The dog shall be brought to the test area entrance on a solid 4 to 6-foot lead.  The handler 

may carry the dog to the release point or may walk the dog on lead to the release point, but the dog may not pass the 

release point prior to the start of the test.  The handler may encourage the dog up to this point.  The Judge must make sure 

that each handler understands the test requirements before starting the dog.   

 

Chapter 4. Section 8. Novice Earthdog Test – Den Design. 

The Novice Earthdog class den design is exactly the same as used in the Introduction to Quarry class.  The den shall be 

standard liners approximately 9 inches by 9 inches, set so as to provide a tunnel approximately 10 feet in length, with one 

90-degree turn.  The handler shall release the dog from a point directly in front of the den, approximately 10 feet from the 

entrance.  The Judge and Steward shall attempt to provide as little distraction as possible.    

 

Section 9.  Novice Earthdog Test – Qualifying Performance.  

The Judge or the Judge’s Steward shall time the test. The time shall start when the dog is released.  The dog shall be 

allowed 2 minutes from the time it is released to begin working the quarry. The dog may exit and re-enter the earth during 

the time allowed, provided it has not started working the quarry.  (Note: In all tests the quarry is in a protective cage, which 

cannot come into contact with the dog outside the den.)  

The dog shall not qualify if it requires over 2 minutes to begin working the quarry.   

Once the dog begins working the quarry, the Judge or Judge’s Steward shall begin timing the working time, and shall 

continue timing until the dog quits or the time limit is reached.  

Once the dog begins working it must work continuously for 30 seconds, with no encouragement, to qualify.  Work is 

defined as digging, barking, growling, lunging, biting at the quarry, or any other action that, in the opinion of the Judge, 

indicates the dog’s willingness to engage the quarry.  Any definite break in the dog’s work shall stop the time, but a change 

from one form of work to another shall not stop the time as long as the dog continues working in a natural manner. 

Dogs that begin working the quarry within 2 minutes and continuously works the quarry for 30 seconds shall pass. 

The Judge shall mark the judging form with the time, indicating whether the dog passed or failed and may make written 

comments as provided on the form.  The completed judging form may be held by either the Judge’s Steward or the Test 

Steward, and collected only by the Test Secretary or Test Chairman. 

At the completion of each dog’s test, the Judge shall inform the handler whether or not the dog passed.  Following the 

class, the Judge shall announce the names of those dogs which have passed. 

 
 

This regulation update has been posted to the Earthdog Regulation Resources webpage and is being 

communicated to all earthdog clubs and approved judges.  Please send any comments or questions to: 

earthdog@akc.org  

https://www.akc.org/sports/earthdog/regulation-resources/
mailto:earthdog@akc.org

