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This application is used by individuals wishing to apply to judge Scent Work. After successful review 

applicants will be granted permission to judge Novice and Advanced levels only on a provisional basis. 
Please refer to the Judges Eligibility requirements online to learn more about what is required to be 

approved. In order to review your application in a timely manner, all supporting documents such as 
apprentice and hide steward certifications, any explanations, copies of titles, or additional experience info 

must be submitted together with this application.  

 
CONTACT INFO: 

Applicant Name:______________________________________________   Date:____________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________ State:_________ Zip:___________ 

Email:____________________________________________ Tel:_________________________ 

Have you ever been suspended from AKC?  YES  NO  (If yes, please attach an explanation) 

 

EXPERIENCE: 

To be considered, you must have been active in Scent Work for a minimum of 3 years, either as 

a sport participant or as a working detection dog handler (volunteer or professional).  

Please include the examples of history experiences as listed below:  
 

o Please describe your experience and involvement in the AKC Scent Work Program. 
 

o Please list AKC titles earned on dogs you have owned and handled. If any titles 
were not AKC, please also include. Providing a copy of the title certificate, pedigree 
or registration as supporting documentation is preferred.  

 

o Please describe any other experience with scent activities such as tracking, scent 
discrimination, or Barn Hunt.  

 

o If you have professional or volunteer detection dog handling experience, please 
include details about your experience.  

 
 

Please provide your details on the next page. 
 

APPLICATION TO JUDGE AKC SCENT WORK 

Please send your application to: 
 

AKC Performance Judges Department 
8051 Arco Corporate Drive / Suite 100 

Raleigh, NC 27617 – 3390 or 

Email: performancejudges@akc.org 

For questions please email 

or call 919-816-3904 

2.23 

https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/judges-resources/
mailto:performancejudges@akc.org
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REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST: 

Please check each box to indicate that you have satisfied the requirement, and include any 

supporting documentation such as the Apprentice or Hide Steward Certification forms. 

 

APPRENTICESHIP  

Must apprentice under a fully approved judge for the difficulty levels you are wishing to judge 

(Novice and Advanced for entry level judges, and Excellent and Master for judge applicants 

seeking to judge higher levels) in all elements.  A fully approved judge is defined as a judge 

approved to judge all difficulty levels and Detective.  

 

Please include with your application: AKC Scent Work Judge’s Apprenticeship Certification  

 

JUDGE’S ONLINE EDUCATION EXAM 

 Provide your Login ID (email) used for Canine College: ________________________________ 

 

APPLICATION FEE ($35) collected during the online exam in Canine College.  

 
EDUCATIONAL CREDITS – A total of 10 credits are needed to meet the judging requirement. 
Please check the box next to each credit category listed and provide your total number of 
credits earned below. For mentorship and hide steward credits, please remember to submit 
your certification forms with this application.  
 
 

(8 Credits) Attend AKC hosted judges’ seminar. 
 

List host club, date and location:________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(5 Credits) Mentorship under a fully approved judge. (judge candidate may have 

multiple mentors if desired, but only 1 mentorship can count toward credit). Please include 
your mentorship certification form with this application to receive credit.  
 

List host club, date of trial and name of fully approved judge:_________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Titling dogs as the owner, to an AKC Scent Work Master title. (maximum of 4 points can be 
earned by titling dogs, 2pts per dog). 
 

List the registration number and name of the dog that earned the title:  

(2 Credits) Dog 1: _______________________________________________________ 

(2 Credits) Dog 2: _______________________________________________________ 

 
Hide Stewarding at a licensed trial (max 3 credits can be earned from Hide Stewarding at 1 
credit per assignment. Each assignment must be under a different judge). Please include 
your stewardship certification forms with this application to receive credit.  
  

 

 
 

https://www.caninecollege.akc.org/visitor_catalog_class/show/857872
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List the host club, date, and judge you were hide steward for: 
 

(1 Credit) Assignment 1:__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(1 Credit) Assignment 2:__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(1 Credit) Assignment 3:__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

= TOTAL EDUCATION CREDITS 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

I HEREBY submit my application to the AKC Scent Work Department of the AMERICAN KENEL CLUB for its 

consideration and make the following certifications: I certify that I am familiar with the American Kennel 

Club’s Rules, Regulations, Policies, and Scent Work Regulations and agree to abide by them. I certify that 

if granted provisional or fully approved judging status, I fully understand that my judging eligibility is 

conditional and, therefore, reviewable by the AKC Scent Work Department at any time subsequent to the 

date the status was initially granted. I certify that upon review, AKC’s Scent Work Department may relieve 

me of continued judging eligibility. I certify that I understand and acknowledge that if I am charged with 

cruelty, inhumane treatment of animals, or similar offense involving inhumane or cruel treatment of dogs, 

or charged with any crime involving moral turpitude, especially as it concerns dog-related activities, the 

AKC may temporarily suspend my judging privileges while the charges are pending. I certify that I 

understand that once I am accepted as an AKC Scent Work judge, my actions, including conduct in public 

forums and social media, will be viewed as representative of the AKC, and that should such actions bring 

embarrassment to the AKC, I may be subject to disciplinary action, which may affect my judging privileges. 

I certify that I am in good standing with the American Kennel Club, 21 years of age or older and that all 

information in this application is truthful and accurate 

 

Print & Sign Name:_____________________________________________ Date:____________ 

 

 

Thank you for applying to judge AKC Scent Work! 

The Performance Judges Department will review your application and correspond by email  

with the outcome or inform you if further info is needed. 
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