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American Kennel Club, Inc. 

MEETING of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AKC Offices at 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY  

August 8-9, 2022 

 

The Board convened on Monday, August 8, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time. 

 

All Directors were present in the New York office. The Executive Secretary was also present.  

 

The July 11-12, 2022, Board Meeting minutes, copies provided to all       Directors, were reviewed. 

 

Upon a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by Mr. Sweetwood, the July 2022 Board Meeting 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Mr. Sprung reviewed the status of the action items from the past Board meetings.  

 

Mr. Sprung reported that supply chain issues, while still the reality, have been addressed with 

advanced planning and ordering of needed products to outmaneuver the problems. 

 

AKC is preparing for two postage increases next year, one in January and another in July, each 

with a 7% increase.  

 

We continue collaborating with The Kennel Club (UK), CKC, and Brazil to share ideas and 

develop joint business opportunities. 

 

Bailey’s Book Club: 

The number of schools participating in the program continues to grow, as does the need for 

books. AKC will purchase 1,000 books in 28 different titles for grades 8-12 and some in Spanish. 

In total we will reach over 300 schools. This investment in Bailey’s Book Club will ensure the 

program’s success and bring positive attention to the AKC brand. Clubs can participate by 

donating money or buying books directly. Book lists are available through the Education 

Department.  

 

Newsletters: 

Mr. Sprung began AKC’s first e-newsletter entitled “YOUR AKC” 19 years ago. It is now called 

“The NIBBLE” with three other offshoots newsletters, “NIBBLE HEALTH,” “NIBBLE LIFESTYLE,” 

and one on “TRAINING,” the monthly circulation being 1.5m, 500k, 500k, and 180K, respectively.  

He will begin another that will update our core constituency on AKC subjects in a factual manner, 

named “To the Core”. 

 

Training: 

We continue our training of Staff on numerous topics. In two weeks, The Safe Sport course 
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training will commence for Field Staff; the course addresses issues such as mandatory reporting, 

sexual misconduct awareness education, and abuse prevention in sport. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss sensitive business matters. Nothing was reported 

out of this session. 

 

Legal Update 

The Board reviewed the Legal Department update as of July 2022. 

 

AKC Canine Health Foundation Funding Report 

The Board reviewed a report from Dr. Darin Collins, AKC Canine Health Foundation Chief 

Executive Officer.  

 

FINANCE 

Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, presented preliminary financial statements (unaudited) as of 

June 30, 2022. 

 

Unaudited Financial Results for the five months ended June 30, 2022 

Net Operating Income is $13.8 million due to higher revenue and lower controllable expenses. 

 

REVENUES: 

Total Revenues of $54.3 million exceed the budget by 15%, led by online registrations. 

Registration Fees total $22.6 million, exceeding the budget by 16%. 

Recording & Event Service fees, Title Recognition, and Event Applications fees total $8.1 million, 

exceeding the budget by 9%. 

Product & Service Sales total $6.4 million are higher than budget by 16%. 

Advertising, Sponsorship, and Royalties total $9.4 million exceeding budget by 11%. 

 

EXPENSES: 

Controllable Expenses total $35.3 million are lower than budget by $2.8 million or 7%. 

Non-Controllable expenses were lower than budget by $510k or 9%. 

 

Non-Financial Statistics as of June 30, 2022 Registrations 

Registrations: 2022 YTD Litter Reg. 19% ahead of budget, 2% ahead of 2021 YTD. 

2022 YTD Dog Reg. 16% ahead of budget, 9% lower than 2021 YTD. 

 

Events and Entries 

Compared to the same period in 2021, Events & Entries were up by 27% & 24%, respectively, vs. 

prior YTD. 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Sheila Goffe, Vice President, Government Relations, participated in this portion of the meeting. 
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Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sports Services, and Ashley Jacot, Director of Education, 

participated in this portion of the meeting via videoconference.  

 

English Springer Spaniel Breed Standard Revision 

The Board reviewed proposed revisions submitted by the English Springer Spaniel Field Trial 

Association. Revisions were submitted to the “General Appearance” and “Neck, Topline, Body” 

sections of the English Springer Spaniel breed standard, specifically to include an undocked tail. 

There is also a proposed revision to the “Coat” section of the standard to add - “The tail may be 

trimmed or fringed and may have wavy feathering.”  

 

The current English Springer Spaniel Standard was approved in 1994. 

 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mr. Smyth, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to 

approve the proposed revisions to be published in the September 2022 Secretary’s Page in the 

AKC Gazette. 

 

AKC-AKCCHF-TF Theriogenology Residency Program 2024-2026 

Since 2014, the American Kennel Club (AKC) and AKC Canine Health Foundation (AKC CHF), in 

consult with the Theriogenology Foundation (TF), have identified a need to invest in the training of 

future veterinary specialists in the medical and surgical management, treatment and research of 

canine reproductive health and disease and genetics to ensure the health and well-being of 

purebred and purpose-bred dogs. 

 

Based on successes, AKC Sports Services and AKCCHF recommend continuing funding for the 

AKC/AKCCHF/TF Theriogenology Residency Program for an additional three years, from 2024-

2026.  

 

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, seconded by Ms. Biddle, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to 

fund the AKC/AKCCHF/TF Theriogenology Residency Program for an additional three years, from 

2024-2026, funding two new residents per year at an increased amount of $150,000 per 

residency program awarded. 

 

Economic Benefits of Dog Shows and AKC Impact on State Resources 

Sheila Goffe addressed the Board on the Government Relations Department’s work to update 

and expand AKC Economic Benefits of Dog Shows information and introduced the AKC Impact 

by State – 2021 Report, which provides resources to demonstrate the positive impact AKC brings 

to the communities it touches. 

 

In late 2021, GR conducted new surveys of dog show participants about expenditures they make 

in the communities they visit as part of a dog show weekend. Survey results revealed that 

exhibitors spend an average of approximately $863 in a local community during a dog show 

weekend. This is an increase of approximately $200 over previous, similar surveys conducted in 

2012 and 2015. 
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The new spending data is incorporated into several new resources, including a new one-page 

flyer, available online on the AKC GR Legislative Action Center (www.akcgr.org), and a new 

report, also available online, that provides updated information highlighting the multitude of good 

things AKC does around the country and provides one-page downloadable tear sheets with state-

by-state information on: 

• The number of AKC dog clubs and shows by state 

• AKC Reunite Disaster Relief Trailer and K-9 Officer donations by state 

• AKC CHF Research grants and dollars by state 

 

Information obtained from the 2021 surveys has allowed GR to expand the project scope for a 

second phase. Phase 2 of this project, currently underway, conducts a new series of surveys to 

explore the changes above, as well as the impact of inflation, participation in companion and 

performance events, participation in multi-event/ multi-day specialties, a more comprehensive 

range of events, club expenditures, and other variables. 

 

Government Relations Q2 2022 Update 

Sheila Goffe presented an update for the second quarter of 2022 and a status update on current 

department activity, major projects, significant activities, and legislative successes. 

 

In the second quarter, GR monitored approximately 2,100 legislative bills that could impact 

responsible dog ownership, the health and wellbeing of dogs, the rights of dog owners, and the 

interests of the Sport and The American Kennel Club. 

 

GR prepared and published 84 geo-targeted legislative alerts and provided direct advocacy to 

lawmakers or written and oral testimony or official comments on the same. This volume of 

advocacy is approximately 10% lower than in Q2 of 2021 but represents a significant increase 

over the past three years. 

 

AKC GR also tracks administrative (implementing) regulations and rule changes. Through the 

second quarter of 2022, AKC GR monitored 586 active regulatory proposals: 94 from the federal 

government and 492 from the state level. The most common type of regulations impacting dogs 

and AKC events continues to be hunting/land use policy changes. 

 

COVID-19-related regulations impacting events and dog ownership are declining compared to the 

past quarters. Still, they remain common due to the use of the regulatory process to repeal 

executive emergency health rules implemented over the last two years. Regulations regarding 

veterinary medicine, breeder regulations, and dogs in public are also common. 

 

The most common categories of regulatory proposals impacting dog ownership in Q2: 

• Hunting/Land Use (179) 

• COVID-19 (85) 

• Veterinary (79) 

• Other (62) 

• Breeder Regulations and Restrictions (44) 

http://www.akcgr.org/
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• Dogs in Public (25) 

 

Education Q2 2022 Review 

Ashley Jacot presented a Q2 overview. 

 

Breed and Breeder Courses - 59 breed courses have been developed. The new Affenpinscher 

course was launched in May of Q2.  

 

Under Review/In Development: 

o Scottish Terrier – Under final review, ETA Q3 

o Pembroke Welsh Corgi – Under SME review, ETA Q3 

o Shih Tzu – In development 

o English Setter – In development 

o Ibizan Hound – Updating to reflect revised breed standard, Q3 

o Bergamasco – Updating to reflect revised breed standard, TBD 

o Lhasa Apso – Interview at ANC, release date Q1 2023 

 

Canine College is actively collaborating with Parent Clubs on the development of future breed 

courses for 2022/2023 to include, but not limited to: Akita, Beagle, Bearded Collie, Biewer Terrier, 

Bracco Italiano, Canaan Dog, French Bulldog, German Wirehaired Pointer, German Shepherds, 

Golden Retriever, Komondor, Leonberger, Manchester Terrier, Mudi, Old English Sheepdog, Puli, 

Russian Toy, and Spinone Italiano.  

 

Puppy Prep and Training  

Before you get a puppy and Puppy Preschool – first 8-12 weeks home. 

Ms. Jacot presented a new online training program that is being developed to serve the needs of 

puppy owners. This program will provide quality online education to support puppy owners from 

the research stage through 12 weeks and beyond. 

 

Public Education 

In April, AKC Public Education launched Bailey’s Book Club. This program provides Title 1 

schools nationwide with dog-themed books and resources. The Title I program is a federally 

supported program that aids educationally and economically disadvantaged children to help 

ensure they receive an equitable, high-quality, and well-rounded education.  

 

This program is intended to increase literacy skills amongst underserved students and foster in 

them a love for reading and dogs. In its first month, the program received requests for books from 

more than 40 schools. Since its launch, more than 100 schools have requested to join the 

program. To date, AKC Public Education has sent over 1,000 books and resources to schools in 

cities all over the country. Eights clubs have signed up to participate in collecting books at their 

local events to be donated to their communities. AKC Public Education offers to help clubs 

participate by creating fliers, researching, and communicating with local Title 1 schools in their 

area, as well as providing information about the program for their Premium List. The program will 

soon benefit over 300 schools nationwide. 
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AKC Education Webinar Series 

In Quarter 2 of 2022, AKC Education hosted 12 webinars for 1,304 participants, bringing the total 

The number of participants to 56,660 since the Series began in 2018. Those webinars include: 

• “2022 AKC Rally National Championship Draw” in collaboration with Companion Events. 

• “Review and FAQs on Conformation Judging Procedures, Policies, and Guidelines.” 

• “AKC DDTF Webinar Series: Impacts of COVID-19 on the Working Dog Industry 

• “Defending the Rights of Responsible Breeders with AKC Government Relations.” 

• “2022 CHF Canine Cancer Webinar Series Presents: Predicting Lymphoma in Dogs.” 

• “2022 CHF Canine Cancer Webinar Series Presents: Luteinizing Hormone Receptor Activation 

in Lymphoma and Hemangiosarcoma.” 

• “2022 CHF Canine Cancer Webinar Series Presents: Towards Curative Outcomes in Canine 

Hemangiosarcoma” 

• “2022 CHF Canine Cancer Webinar Series Presents: Live Panel Discussion.” 

• “Judges Education Webinar: Irish Terrier.” 

• “AKC DDTF Webinar Series: 9-12 Month Puppies, Getting Started Right for Detection Work” 

• “AKC Canine College Webinar: Matrix FAQs.” 

 

MARKETING 

Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President, Marketing; Melissa Olund, Director, Digital Marketing; and 

Meghan Prince, Brand Marketing Senior Associate, participated in this portion of the meeting.  

 

2022 Q2 Digital Report  

The Board reviewed the Q2 2022 performance for AKC.org, AKC Marketplace, shop.akc.org and 

Email/Newsletters. 

 

AKC.org continues to retain a portion of the gains realized during the pandemic with all measures 

of Q2 2022 traffic above pre-pandemic levels of Q2 2019. Q2 subscriptions for Marketplace were 

at an all-time high. AKC Shop continues to upgrade the visual appeal and back of the house 

functionality of the website. Q2 page views, sessions and users are all above Q2 2021. Email 

marketing staff sent 34 million emails in Q2 of 2022 down versus 2021 but generated more clicks 

than Q2 2021.  

 

AKC Marketplace 2022 Campaign  

The successes of an advertising campaign to promote AKC Marketplace were reviewed,  

 

Q2 2022 Social Media Update  

Highlights of AKC’s social media strategy in Q2 2022 included promotion of AKC National 

Championship on AKC.tv and ESPN, AKC Flyball Challenge on ESPN, and Westminster Kennel 

Club’s show. 

 

Q2 2022 TOTALS: 

Facebook: 4,008,647 followers 

Instagram: 375,937 followers 

Twitter: 99,808 followers 

https://shop.akc.org/
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TikTok: 213,286 followers 

Pinterest: 64,187 followers 

Total*: 4,761,865 followers 

2.5% total follower increase YOY 

1.5% total follower increase vs. Q1 2022 

 

Recap Of Brand Campaign (If It Barks) Performance 

The Board was presented with an overview of the If it Barks Brand Campaign. 

 

The goal of the If It Barks campaign is twofold: 

1. build AWARENESS for the AKC brand through targeted video ads 

2. drive traffic to the AKC website to provide EDUCATION on responsible dog ownership. 

 

The campaign ran from February - May and successfully delivered over 39 million impressions, 

6.1 million video views, and 324 thousand clicks to the AKC website. 

 

COMPLIANCE 

Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance, and Jessica Lopez, Compliance Specialist, participated in this 

meeting portion via video conference. 

 

Ms. Mary Wild - Request for Early Reinstatement 

The Board reviewed a request from Ms. Mary Wild. Ms. Wild has requested reinstatement of her 

AKC privileges pursuant to Article XV, Section 7 of the Charter and Bylaws of the American 

Kennel Club, Inc. On August 9, 2010, Mary Wild was suspended for a lifetime from all AKC 

privileges and fined $3,000 for violation of the AKC’s Cruelty Convictions (now called Judicial or 

Administrative Determination of Inappropriate Treatment policy) policy.  

 

The Board VOTED to deny this request.  

 

Stopping Payment on Event Entries After Closing 

At the July Board Meeting, the Board voted to create a new offense and penalty to address 

intentionally stopping payment of an event entry after entry closing. Staff presented the proposed 

penalties for the Mitigated, Standard and Aggravated penalties for this offense.  

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting. 

 

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are reported on the Secretary’s Page.) 

 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE  

Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events, and Caroline Murphy, Director, 

Performance Events, participated in this portion of the meeting via video conference.  

 

Public Service Dog Titles 

The Board reviewed a recommendation for the AKC to publicly acknowledge and honor dogs that 
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work for a government agency to keep our communities safe by awarding titles to Public Service 

Dogs. There would be three titles depending on the working skill of the dog – Public Service 

Detection Dogs (PSDD), Patrol Dogs (PSPD) and Tracking Dogs (PSTD). This new titling 

program is consistent with AKC’s mission of promoting purpose-bred dogs. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 

(unanimously) to approve three Public Service dog titles. This addition to the Title Recognition 

Program will become effective on November 1, 2022. 

 

Modified Point Schedule for Lure Coursing 

Based on a request from the Board at a previous meeting, the Staff presented a memo on 

possible modifications to the Lure Coursing championship point schedule. 

 

Championship points may be earned by winning at the breed-specific class level, the BOB level, 

and the Best in Field level. The same breed-specific point schedule applies across the country. 

The point schedule has not been modified since AKC Lure Coursing started in 1991. 

 

Alternative #1 – Use a Regional Point Schedule 

Alternative #2 – Decrease the Point Schedule where warranted. Do not increase the Point 
Schedule. Keep one Point Schedule that applies throughout the country. 
 

This will be discussed further at the October meeting.  

 

English Springer Spaniel Eligibility – Retrieving Hunt Tests 

The English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association (ESSFTA) is requesting AKC allow English 
Springer Spaniels to be eligible to participate in Retrieving Hunt Tests. 
 

The history of the English Springer Spaniel can be found throughout the 16th and 17th centuries 

in Britain, where they were used to flush or spring game, hence the name, Springers. Early 

breeders importing the breed to America were selective in developing breeding programs where 

dogs met conformation standards and could work in the field. It has been documented that the 

original purpose of the English Springer Spaniel was to serve as a companion gun dog, whether 

for upland game or waterfowl. It is clear that Springers were used for both flushing and retrieving 

and are a very capable and versatile breed for those who spend time with their Springer in the 

field. 

 

Currently, there are fifteen breeds such as the Airedale, Standard Poodle, Spinone Italiano, and 

various spaniel breeds that are not classified as “retrievers” but are eligible to participate, all of 

which have relatively low participation numbers. Based on the Springer’s history of being a 

versatile hunting breed, the Performance Events Department believes the English Springer 

Spaniel should be allowed to participate in retrieving hunt tests. 

 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Mr. Smyth, the Board Voted to consider the 

matter at this meeting, waiving the routine notice procedures. (Dr. Gavin was opposed, and all 
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other members voted in favor).  

 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Mr. Smyth, the Board VOTED (unanimously) 

to approve the English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association’s request to allow English 

Springer Spaniels to be eligible to participate in Retrieving Hunt Tests, effective November 1, 

2022. 

 

Retriever Hunt Tests - Amateurs and Blind Retrieves 

The Board reviewed a recommendation proposed by the Retriever Hunt Test Advisory Committee 

(RHTAC) to clarify two items in the Regulations & Guidelines for AKC Hunting Tests for 

Retrievers:  

 

1) Provide a consistent definition of what it is to be an amateur for both retriever hunt tests and 

field trials.  

 

2) Clarify that when a dog is sent on a blind retrieve and does not proceed in the general direction 

of the line given by the handler, the dog will be eliminated from the test unless there are 

extenuating circumstances. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

Fast CAT® – Enticement & Recalling 

The Board reviewed a recommendation to clarify two items in the Fast CAT® Regulations: 1) A 

handler cannot travel down the course to the finish line in preparation for their dog to be released 

at the start line. 2) A handler has the option to recall their dog from the start line if they are without 

the assistance of a catcher. 

 

This will be discussed further at the October Board meeting.  

 

CONFORMATION 

Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events; Tim Thomas, Vice President of Dog 

Show Judges; Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President, Sports 

Services; and Glenn Lycan, Director, Event Operations Support, participated in this portion of the 

meeting via video conference. 

 

Judges Appeal Committee 

It was reported by Mr. Smyth, Chair of the Board Appeals Committee that the Committee 

considered two matters at its most recent meeting on August 4, 2022. 

 

The Board Appeals Committee received an appeal request from the Blue Grass Boxer Club 

pursuant to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 2, Section 8.  Following review of the 

documentation submitted by the involved clubs the Board Appeals Committee voted unanimously 

to grant permission to the Blue Grass Boxer Club to hold their 2023 event. 
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The Board Appeals Committee received an appeal request from the Jesse James Kennel Club and 

Greater Emporia Kennel Club pursuant to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 2, Section 3.  

Following review of the documentation submitted by the involved clubs the Board Appeals 

Committee voted unanimously to grant site permission to the Jesse James Kennel Club and 

Greater Emporia Kennel Club for their 2023 event. 

 

Sports & Events Mid-Year Review – 2022 vs. 2019 

The Board reviewed a report on activity level in sports. In the first half of the year, 2022 entries 

are 75,000 above 2019. The number of unique dogs participating in AKC events is greater than in 

2019. The all-time high for AKC Sports & Events activity occurred in 2019. 

 

The number of events held in the first half of 2022 has exceeded 2019 by 1,000. Sports & Events 

2022 activity easily outpaces 2021 – up 340,000 entries and 2,600 events in the first half. 

 

CONSENT 

Following a motion by Mr. Carota, seconded by Mrs. Wallin, it was VOTED (unanimously) to 

approve the following Consent items: 

 

Delegates Approved 

Karyn Byrd 

To represent Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of Georgia 

Published June 2022, July 2022 

 

Mallory Cosby Driskill 

To represent Tibetan Spaniel Club of America 

Published July 2022, August 2022 

 

Sarah Ford 

To represent Fargo-Moorhead Kennel Club 

Published July 2022, August 2022 

 

Nancy Nelson 

To represent Hungarian Pumi Club of America 

Published July 2022, August 2022 

 

Ann Wallace 

To represent Talbot Kennel Club 

Published July 2022, August 2022 

 

Request for AKC Membership Approved 

Baytown Kennel Club 

Focal Point: Baytown, TX (including Crosby, TX and Highlands, TX) 

First License Trial: April 3, 1976 
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43 Households/10 Local 

Bylaws: Acceptable 

 

Parent Club Designation for German Spitz 

The Board VOTED to designate the German Spitz Club of America as the AKC Parent Club for 

the German Spitz Breed, allowing them to hold FSS Open Shows. 

 

Parent Club Designation for Kromfohrlander 

The Board VOTED to designate the Kromfohrlander Club of America as the AKC Parent Club 

representing the Kromfohrlander breed. 

 

Dogs Disqualified for Aggression 

The Board VOTED to establish by a policy that dogs disqualified more than once under the 

provisions of Chapter 11, Section 8-A of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows are ineligible for 

reinstatement. 

 

Dogs disqualified more than once under the provisions of Chapter 11, Section 8-A of the Rules. 

Applying to Dog Shows are ineligible for reinstatement. (By judge for attacking a person in the 

ring, by Event Committee for attacking and injuring a person or a dog, or administratively barred 

due to multiple excusals for aggression). 

 

Emergency Procedures at Dog Events 

The Board VOTED to modify the Emergency Procedures at Dog Events Policy to:  

 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AT DOG EVENTS POLICY 

3. All clubs are strongly encouraged to have a qualified emergency medical technician (CPR 

certified) or CPR-certified qualified healthcare professional (QHP) in attendance at each event. 

4. At group and all-breed conformation events, clubs are required to have a qualified emergency 

medical technician (CPR certified) or CPR certified qualified healthcare professional (QHP) in 

attendance from one hour prior to the start of judging until completion of all judging. 

 

Brussels Griffon Proposed Breed Standard Revision  

The Board VOTED to permit the American Brussels Griffon Association to proceed to ballot its 

membership on the proposed revision to the “Tail” Section of the breed standard to describe 

an undocked tail. 

 

Proposed AKC Bylaw Amendment to Article VIII, Section 1 

The Board VOTED to approve a proposal from the Delegate Bylaws Committee to amend Article 

VIII, Section 1, of the AKC Bylaws, to specify that two alternates should be named to the 

Nominating Committee in addition to the five-member committee. This is what has been done in 

practice for over 25 years. 

 

SECTION 1. The Board of Directors before August fifteenth of each year shall designate 

five Delegates to serve as principal members and two Delegates to serve as alternates to be a 



FINAL  AUGUST 8-9, 2022 

12  

Nominating Committee. No Delegate designated to serve on the Nominating Committee may be 

an officer of the AKC or a member of its Board of Directors. The duty of the Nominating 

Committee is to nominate candidates for vacancies on the Board of Directors, which are to be 

filled at the next annual meeting of the AKC. The names of the Delegates on the Nominating 

Committee and their roles as either principal members or alternates are to be published on 

the Secretary’s Page of the September AKC Gazette. 

 

This will be read at the September 2022 Delegate Meeting for a VOTE at the December 2022 

Delegate Meeting.  

 

Proposed AKC Bylaw Amendment to Article X, Section 1 

The Board VOTED to approve a proposal from the Delegate Bylaws Committee to amend Article 

X, Section 1, of the AKC Bylaws, to specify that the CFO oversees the day-to-day financial 

operations of the organization, which is the current practice. 

 

This will be read at the September 2022 Delegate Meeting for a VOTE at the December 2022 

Delegate Meeting.  

 

AKC Agility League Pilot 

The Board VOTED to permit the AKC Agility League to be launched nationwide to all Agility 

enthusiasts in the Fall of 2022. This follows the successful Agility League Pilot Program that 

concludes on August 21, 2022, with 40 teams participating in a 12-week season.  

 

AKC Agility League Regulations 

The Board VOTED to approve the proposed AKC Agility League Regulations.  

(See Appendix A) 

 

COVID Provisions Set to Expire at Year-End 2022 

The Board VOTED to make permanent the following provisions that are due to expire at the end of 

2022: 

 

Conformation  

By modification of Board Policy, allow for three opportunities for Championship points in a day.  

 

Companion 

1) Remove the two-judge requirement to Title. Previously, the normal provision required a dog to 

receive three passes under two different judges. 

 

2) Remove the date/mileage restrictions for judging assignments in Obedience and Rally and 

reduce the limitation for Agility from 30 days/200 miles to 30 days/100 miles. 

 

3) Eliminate the restrictions on how many times an individual can judge a class at a cluster of 

Obedience and Rally events.  
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Scent Work 

Eliminate the provision that restricts Scent Work judges from accepting assignments that are 30 

days and 100 miles from another assignment so that there are no date/mileage restrictions for 

Scent Work judges. 

 

Leonberger Certificate of Conformation Assessment (CCA) Program 

The Board VOTED to recognize the Leonberger Club of America Certificate of Conformation 

Assessment Program by awarding the suffix CCA title to any dog that passes the evaluation 

under three different judges. This is a non-competitive event where dogs are evaluated against 

the breed standard. A passing score is a minimum of 75 out of 100. The program provides both 

an assessment of the dog and an educational opportunity for owners and breeders. The 

Leonberger program was modeled after the Golden Retriever Club of America’s CCA program, 

which the AKC has recognized since October 2018. Owners must apply to the AKC for the title. 

 

Discipline Information – Fast CAT®, CAT, Lure Coursing, Scent Work 

The Board VOTED to include information in the regulations for Fast CAT®, CAT, Lure Coursing 

and Scent Work, to better assist clubs and exhibitors in understanding the AKC processes for 

complaints and discipline and to make the information more accessible. 

 

The Performance Events Department will communicate this change by updating the regulation 

books, web pages, and emails. 

 

Changes to AKC Discipline Guidelines 

The Board VOTED to add a fine to the mitigated penalties in the Discipline Guidelines as follows 

with an effective date of August 31, 2022: 

VI. e-3) Refusing to continue to compete: adding a $50 fine to the mitigated penalty of a 

reprimand. 

VI. e-4) Failure to follow a judge’s instruction: adding a $50 fine to the mitigated penalty of a 

reprimand and revising the standard penalty from 45 days/$150 to 1 mo./$100 to provide more 

consistency with other similar offenses. 

VIII. c) Benching violations (per dog): adding a $100 fine to the mitigated penalty of a reprimand. 

VIII. h) Gun safety violation (by gunner): adding a $200 fine to the mitigated penalty of a 

reprimand. 

VIII. k) Modifying “Misuse of a tracking device in connection with a Field Event” to “Misuse of a 

tracking/training device in connection with an event”. 

IX. e) Submission of an online application without written permission from the co-owner or co-litter 

owner: adding a $100 fine to the mitigated penalty of a reprimand. 

IX. f) Signing AKC documents on behalf of another without filing a properly completed Power of 

Attorney form: adding a $100 fine to the mitigated penalty of a reprimand. 

 

The Board adjourned at 5:30 p.m.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Board Meeting reconvened on Tuesday, August 9 at 8:30 a.m. All Directors were present in 

the New York office. The Executive Secretary was also present.  

 

CLUBS 

Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events; Glenn Lycan, Director, Event 

Operations Support; and Lisa Cecin, Director, Club Relations, participated in this portion of the 

meeting via video conference. 

 

Membership Lists 

An Action item emanated from the July 2022 Board meeting regarding how and when AKC 

acquires club membership lists and the content requested, if the information may be validated 

and whether requests are duplicated during the year. Also of interest is whether an alert is made 

to clubs when a total membership falls below a specific level or number. 

 

The Board reviewed a memo on these issues.  

An automated email from Raleigh is sent to club officers annually in accordance with each club’s 

annual meeting month, requesting that club officers use an officer access code to update 

membership information via an electronic membership list upload. This is only sent once per year, 

and we request first and last names, telephone numbers, and emails in CSV, XLS, or XLSX 

formats. If clubs have difficulty uploading, they may contact clubmemberlists@akc.org for 

assistance. 

 

Since 2018, Club Development has reached out to All-Breed Clubs based on their membership 

total. This project is conducted in the first quarter of every year. In 2022 Club Development sent 

an email to All-Breed Clubs with less than 20 members per AKC records. The Club Development 

email offers assistance to these clubs in growing their membership. Clubs with five members or 

fewer are placed on referral and notified; they are advised to contact Club Development to assist 

with membership growth. 

 

Parent Club and Local Specialty Club Collaboration Efforts 

The Board discussed a memo on the relationship between Parent Clubs and Local Specialty 

Clubs.  

 

The AKC will continue to process prospective new club accreditation requests following current 

procedures. The AKC reviews all documentation submitted to determine if a prospective club meets 

the criteria for accreditation, including notifying the Parent Club in advance and reviewing their 

commentary if offered. To further enhance the collaboration between Parent Clubs and local 

Specialty Clubs, Parent Clubs will be sent a mailing when they become the AKC Parent Club 

designated to represent a breed, to encourage any clubs that the Parent Club recognized as 

“regional” clubs to apply for accreditation to become local specialty clubs. The AKC does not 

recognize regional clubs that may be designated as such by a Parent Club. The mailing to all 

Parent Club officers and Delegates will indicate the requirements for achieving AKC status as a 

local specialty club. This will begin in September 2022. 

 

mailto:clubmemberlists@akc.org
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Delegates and Member Clubs 

The Board reviewed a report on the prospective Delegate credentials to be published in two 

issues of the AKC Gazette, requests for AKC membership applications, information on Member 

Club Bylaws approved, and clubs newly licensed. 

 

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS APPROVED IN JUNE and JULY 

Greenville Kennel Club, Greenville, SC (1950) 

Northeastern Indiana Kennel Club, Allen County, IN (1936) 

 

REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS APPROVED IN JUNE AND JULY 

Island Lake Retriever Club of North Dakota, Spiritwood, ND (including communities north to 

Devil’s Lake, south to Jamestown), 22 households, 12 local. 

 

Lincoln County Coonhunters Association, Lincoln County, WV (including Logan, WV), 15 total 

households, 8 local. 

 

Lone Star Chinese Shar-Pei Club, greater Dallas/Fort Worth, TX, 21 total households, 12 local. 

 

Staunton River Beagle Club, Randolph, VA (including Saxe & Wylliesburg; east of Staunton 

River), 19 households, 8 local. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss sensitive business matters. Nothing was reported 

out of this session. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Brandi Hunter Munden, Vice President of Communication and Public Relations, participated in 

this portion of the meeting.  

 

Q2 Report 

TOTALS: 

Clips Evaluated in Q2: 4,684  

Q2 Estimated Audience Reached: 6,127,083,376 

Publicity Value for Q2: $5,676,203.38 

*Numbers and values provided by media monitoring platform Cision 

 

Media Coverage Highlights Resulting from Proactive Pitches: 

Date Media Outlet Subject4/21 FOX 13 Tampa Bay AKC Meet the Breeds in Tampa 

5/3 Style Blueprint - Southern dog breeds/AKC expertise 

5/6 Daily Paws - Large dog breeds/AKC expertise 

5/18 WJLA - online Pet theft/AKC Reunite expertise 

6/14 Fort Worth Star Telegram - AKC Meet the Breeds in Dallas 
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Ongoing media pitching executed to key audiences with stories that speak to positive qualities of 

AKC purebreds and breeders. Distributed 18 press releases to appropriate media outlets. 

• Continued raising the visibility of the Chief Veterinary Officer as an expert in an increasing 

number of media requests. 

• Created and implemented a PR plan to announce AKC’s 200th breed on July 6th, as to not get 

lost in the holiday that immediately followed recognition. 

o Engaged with an agency to execute a satellite media tour 

o Secured a broadcast exclusive on Good Morning America 

o Secured an online exclusive with the Associated Press 

• Continued the PR campaign for the 2022 AKC Meet the Breeds tour, including aggressive 

pitching media for the Tampa and Dallas events, and preparing for the Columbus event in Q4. 

o Tampa broadcast/radio coverage included FOX 13 Tampa, WFLA-TV, WLFA-FM, CBS 10, and 

ABC Action News 

o Dallas broadcast coverage included WFAA Good Morning Texas, FOX4 Good Day Dallas, and 

CBS11 

• Continued positioning The American Kennel Club and its spokespeople as the expert on all 

things dog. 

• Weekly “AKC Tips” articles written for McClatchy-Tribune reaching 600 newspapers, including 

the Chattanooga Times Free Press, Dayton Daily News, Duluth News-Tribune, Fresno Bee, Idaho 

Statesman, Kingsport Times-News and Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, among others. 

o Estimated reach for each outlet: 

▪ Chattanooga Times Free Press: 68,387 

▪ Dayton Daily News: 81,830 

▪ Duluth News-Tribune: 21,107 

▪ Fresno Bee:64,734 

▪ Idaho Statesman: 36,328 

▪ Kingsport Times-News: 26,292 

▪ Rochester Democrat and Chronicle: 70,661 

• Offered outreach assistance to clubs hosting matches, clusters, and other events to get the 

word out about events that have resumed safely amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Worked with AKC Reunite to create press materials promoting the 200th grant awarded through 

their Adopt 

a K-9 Cop program. 

• Worked with AKC Reunite to create promotional materials to announce $1 million in donations 

toward their Adopt a K-9 Cop Program 

• Promoted AKC Reunite's Pet Disaster Relief trailer donations in Texas and Maryland. 

• Continued to collect 2022 ACE Award nominations and sent e-blasts to registered dog owners 

soliciting nominations for all five categories. Closed out the 2022 ACE Awards with more than 800 

nominations. 

• “AKC Communicates” newsletter distributed weekly with pertinent information and updates from 

the AKC 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Artwork Loan Request from AKC Museum of the Dog 

The AKC Museum of the Dog, in collaboration with the National Sporting Library and Museum in 

Middleburg, VA and the Pebble Hill Plantation in Thomasville, GA, will be participating in a 

traveling exhibition devoted to the history of dog collars called Identity and Restraint.  

 

The schedule of the exhibition is as follows: 

The National Sporting Library and Museum, Middleburg, VA October 6, 2022 - March 2023 

The AKC Museum of the Dog, NYC April 5, 2023 - September 4, 2023 

Pebble Hill Plantation, Thomasville, GA October 2023 - April 2024 

 

Alan Fausel, Adjunct Curator of The AKC Museum of the Dog, requested that the AKC Board 

approve the loan of 8 AKC-owned works of art.  

 

Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, seconded by Mr. Smyth, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to 

approve the lending of the following eight works of art: 

 
John Sergeant Noble, Pug and Terrier 
Frank Paton, Salvo 
Maud Earl, I Hear a Voice (NSLM and MOD only) 
William Frank Calderon, Orphans 
Percival Rosseau, Leda 
Conradyn Cunaeus, Scottish Deerhounds in an Interior 
After Landseer, Alexander and Diogenes 
Carl Reichert, French Bulldog 
 

It was VOTED to adjourn Tuesday, August 11, 2022, at 12:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Adjourned 

Attest:   

Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary 
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Appendix A  
AKC Agility League Regulations 

                 

Chapter 1 – Purpose and Overview  

 

Section 1. Purpose. The AKC Agility League (the “League”) is an exciting way for agility enthusiasts to 

practice, compete and earn regional and national recognition in their sport. The League gives agility 

enthusiasts a platform for competing locally in smaller competitions that have a more laid-back 

atmosphere and are great training opportunities for newcomers. The League allows clubs, schools and/or 

individuals to form teams and compete on a date that they select at their local facilities. The League gives 

the opportunity to compete on a national level and earn regional and national rankings for individual 

members and their teams. The League will culminate with annual regional competitions with winners 

progressing to an annual national championship.  

 

Section 2. Overview. Clubs, training schools and/or individuals can organize a team or teams to compete 

in the League. The competition calendar is organized into three 12-week seasons for the calendar year. 

During each season, the AKC will release six course maps, one every two weeks, for a total of six 

Rounds. Each team will compete on these courses and submit scores to the league administration. Every 

agility skill level may compete, with lower levels being allowed more penalties. The teams may choose 

the date and location of their competitions. The AKC will publicly release the rankings of both teams and 

individual dogs on a regional and national basis every two weeks at the conclusion of play on each 

course, as well as the overall rankings for each complete season. The League calendar year will culminate 

with a regional championship and a national championship at which the League champions will be 

crowned. All applicable regulations found in Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT) 

will apply to the League unless the League regulations state otherwise. The League is a non-titling AKC 

program.   

 

Chapter 2 – Dog Eligibility & Class Structure  

 

Section 1. Dog Eligibility. All participating dogs must be AKC registered; FSS registered; or listed with 

the AKC Canine Partners or AKC PAL program prior to competing. Dogs must be at least 15 months old. 

Dogs must be physically sound as described in Chapter 1, Section 3, Paragraph 7 of the Regulations for 

Agility Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT).  

 

Section 2. Bitches in Season. Bitches in season may compete in local league play at the discretion of the 

owner of the facility where the team is competing. Bitches in season will not be allowed to compete at the 

AKC Agility League regional and national championships.  

 

Section 3. Team & Dog Competition Divisions. Dogs will be categorized according to skill level for 

team and individual dog rankings in the following divisions: 

- Senior for those with Excellent or Masters titles as of the first day of the League season in which 

the dog is competing and subject to verification by AKC;  

- Sophomore for those with Open and Novice titles as of the first day of the League season in 

which the dog is competing and subject to verification by AKC;  

- Freshman for those without titles as of the first day of the League season in which the dog is 

competing and subject to verification by AKC;  

- Ph.D. – For all levels of dogs; courses will be International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) style but 

will be judged under the League time/fault rules.  
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Handlers may elect to compete in a higher skill level but may not compete in a lower level than the dog’s 

titles.  

 

If a dog earns a higher-level title during a League season, they may complete that season at the lower 

level at which they enrolled.  

 

Section 3. Jump Height Divisions. Dogs may jump at:  

• Regular jump height division (8, 12, 16, 20, 24 or 24C inches) – See AKC Regulations for 

Agility Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT), Chapter 2, Section 4. 

• Preferred jump height division (4, 8, 12, 16 or 20 inches) – See AKC Regulations for Agility 

Trials and Agility Course Test (ACT), Chapter 8, Section 9. 

• Veterans jump height division - For dogs 10 years and older. Veteran dogs have the option of 

jumping up to two levels lower than their jump height (4, 8, 12, or 16 inches). Four-inches is the 

minimum jump height for all dogs in League competition.  

Section 4. Field Size Classification. In an effort to make sure all participants have the appropriate field 

size, there are three League classifications that will run different courses. The classifications will be based 

on the size of their training field or room. Team organizers must submit a ring map, showing dimensions 

of their competition area and that accurately shows any columns (poles) and column sizes. AKC reserves 

the right to reject facilities that do not meet certain specifications.  

• International: Those facilities that are at least 100 X 100 feet will be classified as International 

and qualify for all League competition courses, including the Ph.D. international division.  

• Regulation: Those facilities that are at least 70 X 100 feet will be classified as Regulation and 

can be used for courses for the Senior, Sophomore and Freshmen divisions. International division 

(Ph.D.) courses are not allowed on fields less than 100 X 100.  

• Limited: These facilities that are less than 70 X 100 feet, but more than 50 X 70, will be 

classified as Limited and will run courses designed for these sized spaces.  

Section 5. Special Classes – Junior Handlers. The League will offer a Juniors class for junior handlers 

who are younger than 18 years of age. Junior handlers will compete on teams based on their skill division 

(Senior, Sophomore, Freshman or Ph.D.), but will receive an additional ranking that will spotlight the top 

junior handlers in the program. 

 

Chapter 3 – League Structure  

 

Section 1. Team Formation. A team or teams may be organized by a club; a training school; or an 

individual. Organizers must register the team with the League and enter information including team 

name, team competition level, roster, field size and primary competition field/ring (city/state and training 

facility). While unique and creative team names are encouraged, teams should refrain from using explicit 

language or registered trademarks. The AKC reserves the right to reject a team name and require the team 

to provide an alternate acceptable name.  

 

A minimum of three dogs and two handlers is required to form a team. A maximum of eight dogs may be 

registered to a team. All handlers on the team must be registered with the League. Clubs, schools and 

individuals may field more than one team per League season. A dog may run on more than one team per 

League season, but must run for each separate team to be eligible for end-of-season awards and regional 

and national event competition. A single run may not be attributed to multiple teams.  
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Section 2. League Registration. 

• Organizers must register the team with the League prior to any competition (“League Team 

Registration”).  

• All participating individuals must register as handlers with the League on an annual basis 

(“League Handler Registration”). They will be issued a handler number for that year (“AKC 

Agility League Handler Number”).  

• Each individual must then register their dog(s) with their team, using their AKC Agility League 

Handler Number and the dog’s AKC registration number, AKC PAL listing number, or AKC 

Canine Partners listing number.  

• All teams must register at the start of each League season to compete in that Season.  

• All dogs must be register with a team at the start of each League season to compete in that Season 

(“League-Registered Dog”).  

• It is not mandatory to compete in every Season of the year.  

Section 3. Geographic Organization. For ranking purposes, teams will be organized into regions 

according to the location (state) of the team’s primary competition field:  

 

Northwest 

• Washington  

• Oregon 

• Idaho 

Western 

• California 

• Nevada 

• Utah 

• Arizona 

• New Mexico 

South Central 

• Texas 

• Oklahoma 

• Kansas 

• Missouri 

• Arkansas 

• Louisiana 

North Central 

• Montana 

• Wyoming 

• Colorado 

• North Dakota 

• South Dakota 

• Nebraska 
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Great Lakes 

• Minnesota 

• Michigan 

• Iowa 

• Indiana 

• Illinois 

• Wisconsin 

• Ohio 

• Kentucky 

Southeast 

• Florida 

• Georgia 

• South Carolina 

• North Carolina 

• Alabama 

• Mississippi 

• Tennessee 

Mid Atlantic 

• New York 

• New Jersey 

• Pennsylvania 

• Delaware 

• Maryland 

• West Virginia 

• Virginia 

• Washington, DC 

New England 

• Maine 

• New Hampshire 

• Vermont 

• Massachusetts 

• Rhode Island 

• Connecticut 

Alaska 

 

Hawaii 

 

Section 4. Scheduling. 

• The League Season will be organized into 12-week Seasons, held three times a year. 

• Course maps will be released every two weeks, and each team has a two-week time frame 

(“Round”) in which to run that course, for a total of six courses per Season.  
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• Courses will be released on Monday mornings. They will be emailed to team captains and posted 

on designated social media sites and the League website.  

• Scores for each course must be reported by 11:59 pm EST on the Sunday before the next Round’s 

course map is released.  

• If a team cannot compete on the designated course during the two-week round due to an 

unforeseen circumstance, such as inclement weather, they must notify the AKC within 48 hours 

of the unforeseen circumstance. The team captain must apply for an exception to run that course 

during a different two-week round.  

• The Exception Application must include the reason for the delay and give the date that the team 

will make-up the missed date. AKC will consider the Exception Application and at its sole 

discretion AKC may either grant or deny the request.  AKC will notify the team captain of 

AKC’s determination and the date by which the course may be run. if the application is approved 

so the team can run that course at a later date. 

 

Section 5. Fee Structure (subject to change without notice).  

• League Handler Registration (annual fee) - $30  

• League Team Registration - free 

• Registration of League-Registered Dog to Team - $20 (due per Season) 

 

Chapter 4 – Competition Structure 

 

Section 1. Courses. Courses will be designed by AKC Agility Field Representatives and/or approved 

AKC Agility Judges. Courses will be released at the start of each two-week Round, resulting in a total of 

six unique courses for each League Season. Courses will vary and will include those in the style of 

standard, jumpers with weaves and premier. Standard courses will not include the pause table, and 

multiple passes of obstacles will be allowed in the course design. The Ph.D. division will run courses that 

adhere to the style of the ISC.  

 

Section 2. Captains. Each team must appoint a team captain (“Captain”). The Captain is responsible for 

forming the team(s), scheduling competitions, arranging a judge and other crew, communicating with 

team members, and inputting the scores of each competition. Captains may not be minors.  

 

Section 4. Other roles. Teams may appoint co-captains to assist the captain with duties. Other jobs that 

should be assigned include timer, scribe and ring crew. All ring crew members may be team members and 

compete with their dogs. 

 

Section 5. Competition Sites. Competitions may be held at any location that the team chooses. The 

location may change during a season, but the Field Size Classification must remain the same.  Refer to 

Chapter 2, Section 4 for Field Size Classifications and requirements. Course areas must be moderately 

level and clear and set up on non-slip surfaces.  

 

Section 6. Course Access. Teams may practice the courses before running for a score. In addition, clubs 

and schools may allow any students or members to run the courses for practice and are welcome to the 

use the courses for classes, in addition to team League competition.  

 

Section 7. Judges. Approved AKC Judges and anyone who has earned a Master Excellent (MX) and/or a 

Master Excellent Jumpers with Weaves (MXJ) title is eligible to judge at League competitions. If a team 

does not have anyone that meets those qualifications, the Captain may apply for an exception to the 



FINAL  AUGUST 8-9, 2022 

23  

League department. Judges’ dogs may be run by the judge if there is another person of sufficient 

experience to judge them. Judges’ family members also may participate in League competition and/or 

may run the judge’s dogs, but judges should not judge their own dogs or members of their immediate 

household. Judges do not have to be team members; guest judges are allowed. Judges’ responsibilities 

include supervising the building of the course, measuring the course yardage, judging the dogs’ 

performance, and reviewing and approving score sheets.  

 

Section 8. Scoring. Dogs will be scored based on time and faults, according to their levels, with 

advanced dogs subject to more penalties than novice dogs.  

 

Section 9. Faults. Faults will be deducted according to level as follows:  

a. Senior & Ph.D. 

- Knocked Bar – 5 pts. 

- Missed Contact – 5 pts. 

- Refusal/run-out – 5 pts.  

- Wrong Course – 10 pts. 

b. Sophomore 

- Knocked Bar – 5 pts.  

- Missed Contact – 5 pts.  

- Refusal/run-out – 2 pts. 

- Wrong Course – 5 pts.  

c. Freshmen 

- Knocked Bar – 1 pt. 

- Missed Contact – 5 pts. 

- Refusal/run-out – No penalty  

- Wrong Course – 5 pts. 

 

Section 10. Calculation of Scores.   

Individual scores for each dog will be calculated based on course time, total faults, jump height, jump 

class (Regular or Preferred), and course type. Team scores will be calculated by averaging the individual 

scores of all team dogs who ran the course. Teams must have a minimum of three dogs run the course for 

the Team to be eligible for scoring.  

 

Regular Jump Class Scoring 

𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 =
𝑐𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑠𝑒 𝑦𝑎𝑟𝑑𝑎𝑔𝑒

(𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒 ∗ 𝑗𝑢𝑚𝑝 ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑝) + 𝑓𝑎𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑠⁄  

Preferred and Veteran Jump Class Scoring  

𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 =
𝑐𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑠𝑒 𝑦𝑎𝑟𝑑𝑎𝑔𝑒

(𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒 ∗ 𝑗𝑢𝑚𝑝  ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑝) − 5 𝑠𝑒𝑐 + 𝑓𝑎𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑠⁄  

 

Jump Handicaps 

Jump handicaps are based on a dog’s measured/true jump height 

STD/Premier/ISC Handicap   JWW  Handicap 

8”    0.806   8”   0.813 

12”    0.871   12”   0.867 

16”    0.919   16”   0.880 

20”    1   20”   1 

24”    0.935   24”   0.947 
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Section 11. Score Sheets. The AKC will make available scribe sheets for teams to download, as well as 

other paperwork needed for League participation. Score sheets must be signed by the judge and the 

competitor at the team competition. Score sheets must include the Course Map ID, course yardage and 

dog jump height, as well as the total faults and dog time (sec.ms recorded to two decimal places). Time 

may be recorded with automatic timers or hand-held devices, such as stop watches or cell phones. 

Captains must retain score sheets for at least two months after the Season’s end. No event kits will be 

mailed for League competitions. All forms must be downloaded from the AKC website under 

downloadable forms (www.akc.org/downloadable-forms/) 

 

Section 12. Score Submission. Captains will enter their League scores online by 11:59 pm EST Sunday 

of each two-week Round. Scores will be entered into the League website. Information required at the 

time of score input will include Team Name, Team Number, Field Size Classification, Course Map ID, 

course yardage, judge name, as well as the following for each team member: 

- Registered League Handler Name 

- League Registered Dog Name & Number 

- Dog Call Name 

- Dog Breed 

- Dog Jump Height & Regular/Preferred/Veteran  

- Dog time (time in seconds and milliseconds to two decimal places) 

- Total dog faults 

 

Chapter 5 – Rankings 

 

Section 1. Team Rankings. At the end of each two-week Round, AKC will publish the rankings for the 

teams in each Competition Division and Field Size Classification, based on the average of all scores of 

the League-Registered Dogs on that team and that completed that Round. Each Round’s rankings report 

will include the placements for that week, as well as the cumulative rankings for the Season. To qualify 

for end-of-season awards, teams must run in all six rounds of the Season with a minimum of three 

League-Registered Dogs. 

 

Section 2. Individual Dog Rankings. At the end of each two-week round, AKC will publish the rankings 

for the individual League-Registered Dogs in each Competition Division and jump height class. Each 

round’s rankings report will include the placements that week, as well as the cumulative rankings for that 

League Season. To qualify for end-of-season awards, individual League-Registered Dogs must run in 

four of the six rounds of the Season.  

 

Section 3. Absences or loss of members. Teams that lose members during a Season are allowed to 

replace those members if they so choose. Captains should report the dog that is leaving the team and the 

replacement dog to the League Department at AgilityLeague@akc.org. If a loss occurs to a team with the 

minimum number of three dogs, the dog must be replaced in order for the team to continue to qualify for 

team rankings and awards. The remaining members may continue to compete for individual rankings and 

awards if they cannot re-establish a full team. A team that has more than three dogs and has an absentee 

for one or more courses during a Season may still compete for rankings since the team score is an 

average.  

 

A team of three dogs that has an absentee for a round during a Season will no longer be eligible for end of 

the Season awards since a full team must run all six courses. The Captain should report this to the AKC 

Agility League department before the submission of scores. The Captain can apply for an exception to 

run the round later once the third dog returns. This should be reported to the League department before 

http://www.akc.org/downloadable-forms/
mailto:AgilityLeague@akc.org
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the submission of scores. The Exception Application must include the reason for the delay and give the 

date that the full team will make-up the missed date. AKC will consider the Exception Application and at 

its sole discretion AKC may either grant or deny the request.  AKC will notify the team captain of AKC’s 

determination and the date by which the course may be run. if the application is approved so the team can 

run that course at a later date. 

 

Section 4. Regional Awards.  

The League will be a non-titling AKC program. But, at the end of each Season, a winning team will be 

named in each Competition Division by region and Field Size Classification, and a winning individual 

League-Registered Dog will be named in each Competition Division by region, Field Size Classification, 

Jump Class (Regular, Preferred or Veteran), and Jump Height. Teams must compete on all six courses to 

be eligible for the end-of-season awards. Individual League-Registered Dogs must compete in at least 

four of the six courses to be eligible for final season awards. 

 

Section 5. National Awards.  

The League will be a non-titling AKC program. But, at the end of each Season, the top teams and 

individual dogs will be named for the overall national results. A winning team will be named in each 

Competition Division by Field Size Classification, and a winning individual League-Registered Dog will 

be named in each division by Field Size Classification, Jump Class (Regular, Preferred or Veteran), and 

Jump Height. Teams must compete on all six courses to be eligible for the end-of-season awards. League-

Registered Dogs must compete in at least four of the six courses to be eligible for final season awards. 

 

Chapter 6 – Regional Championship 

The AKC will host one competition annually in each region to bring teams together for fellowship and 

friendly competition. The same Competition Divisions and scoring system will be in place for the 

regional competition. Acceptable team names and shirts are encouraged. Both individual and team 

winners will be named in each Competition Division. A percentage, to be named at a later date, of the 

placing teams and dogs will advance to the National League Agility Championship. Regionals qualifying 

criteria will be determined by AKC on an annual basis. 

 

Chapter 7 – National League Championship 

A National Agility League Championship event will be held annually for teams and dogs that meet 

qualifications at the regional events. Qualifying criteria will be determined by AKC on an annual basis.  

 

Chapter 8 – Complaints 

 

Section 1. Scoring Disputes. Handlers must sign their score sheets, along with the judge, to indicate 

agreement with the score. Score sheets must be signed on the date of the League competition. If there is 

an issue, the handler should discuss with the judge and the captain to resolve.  

 

Section 2. Other Complaints.  All other issues will be addressed in accordance with AKC Rules, 

Regulations, and published policies and should be communicated to the League department at 

AgilityLeague@akc.org.  

 

mailto:AgilityLeague@akc.org

