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The Honorable Jeb Hensarling, Chairman 
The Honorable Maxine Waters, Ranking Member 
Committee on Financial Services 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Chairman Hensarling and Ranking Member Waters: 
 
As the Committee on Financial Services considers financial services regulatory relief 
legislation, members of the Consumer Data Industry Association (CDIA) support three 
specific proposals for improving S. 2155, the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief, and 
Consumer Protection Act as passed by the Senate on March 14th.  CDIA’s recommendations 
are as follows: 
 
Allow CRAs to perform “data hygiene” with the Social Security Administration (SSA) 
Section 215 of S. 2155 combats the growing problem of synthetic identity theft.  As passed 
by the Senate, this section would allow certain financial entities, including consumer 
reporting agencies, to compare certain consumer attributes (name, Social Security Number, 
date of birth) with SSA to confirm the validity of the information provided.  While we 
support the Senate-passed language, we believe that the House has an opportunity to 
improve this provision in a way that could help eradicate synthetic identity fraud.  
 
We believe the legislation should be amended to allow for permitted financial institutions 
to engage with SSA in a process of data hygiene.  Relying solely on a transactional process to 
verify identities via SSA data will take many years to progressively reduce synthetic 
identities in the financial ecosystem.  Most current synthetic identities “on file” at the 
consumer reporting agencies will only be reconciled as the result of future lending 
transactions.  To that end, we propose that the following subsection be added to Section 
215(e) of the Senate passed legislation so that synthetic identities can be detected and 
reconciled in mass:  
 

(4) DATA HYGIENE.—Not more than once per month, a financial institution that has 
provided a certification to the Commissioner under subsection (e) shall be permitted 
to submit in batch format to the database or similar resource described in 
subsection (c), and in accordance with subsection (d), any fraud protection data 
collected or maintained by the financial institution that the financial institution 
certifies in writing to the Commissioner is reasonably believed to contain potentially 
fraudulent data.  

 



Strike “credit monitoring” provision in Section 302 
The Senate bill would require the three nationwide credit bureaus to provide credit 
monitoring products for free to members of the military.  While CDIA strongly believes 
service members should have access to these credit monitoring services, which our 
members have developed over the years with significant investment, the Department of 
Defense should offer such products as an employee benefit, as thousands of private 
companies do across the country.  We do not believe that the government should compel 
three private companies to give away their products for free, particularly when competitors 
would not be so burdened.  Doing so would be a taking of private property for public use 
without just compensation, in direct violation of the Fifth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.  We urge you to strike the Senate-passed language. 
 
Include administrative enforcement for veterans’ credit  
Section 302 would also ensure that veterans are not negatively impacted by the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs’ failure to pay medical providers through the VA Choice 
Program.  Similar stand-alone legislation recently passed your Committee.  We continue to 
believe this important provision could be improved by limiting enforcement of this 
provision to the Federal Trade Commission, and to to prohibit class-action lawsuits.  We all 
want to help our veterans, and class action lawsuits on this matter will only help trial 
lawyers, not veterans.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing work to assist American consumers in safely accessing high-
quality products across the economic spectrum.  We look forward to continuing to work 
with you on this and other legislation in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Francis Creighton 
President & CEO 


