
 
 

* Note: Many political offices will only record and respond to messages from their state or district, so please include 

your name and full address to avoid any confusion. 

Writing Emails or Letters to Senators 
 

Updated on September 27, 2017 
 

I. Context 

The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), which provides medical and dental coverage 

for nearly 9 million American children, will run out of federal funding on September 30th. As 

this important deadline nears, it is imperative that you contact your members of the U.S. House 

and Senate. Express your support for CHIP and urge them to prioritize children’s health. 

 

II. Please contact your members of Congress 

You can find websites, phone numbers, and email information for your members of the U.S. 

House here and for your two Senators here. Below is a template you could use to write an email 

or letter to your House or Senate members: 
 

 

Your full name 
Your address 
Your city, state, and zip code* 
(Optional: your phone number) 
 
Dear Senator OR Congressman/Congresswoman (insert last name), 
 
My name is _____________ and I live in _______________. (Optional: If you are a healthcare 
professional, you could also mention that in your introduction, “I am a dentist/dental hygienist/ nurse 
practitioner/etc. in the community”).  I am writing to voice my concerns about the impending loss of 
funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program, or CHIP. Federal funding for this critical program 
expires on September 30th.  If Congress fails to act, nearly 9 million children are at risk of losing 
coverage. 
 
Allowing CHIP funding to run out is irresponsible, as thousands of children in our state will be in danger of 
losing access to the health and dental care.  I am particularly concerned about the oral health needs of 
my community — without Medicaid and CHIP, these children may have no affordable option for vital 
dental coverage. I urge you to do everything in your power to ensure that no child is left without the 
coverage they need to learn, develop and thrive. 

 
(You could comment on how many children in your state benefit from Medicaid and CHIP  
 

       OR 
 

If you’d like to share a personal comment or brief story — either about Medicaid and CHIPs impact on 
you, your community, or your patients— this is a good time to tell it.) 
 
Today, more children in the United States have oral health coverage than ever before.  We must continue 
to build on these achievements — not tear them apart — for children and families.  I’m counting on you to 
do the right thing and stand up for affordable oral health coverage in my community and across our state. 
 
Thank you, 
(Your name here) 

 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/total-medicaid-and-chip-child-enrollment/


 
 

You can also contact other elected officials about this issue, share these concerns, and 

encourage them to work with their colleagues to protect children’s coverage. To find contact 

information for your Governor check here. 

 

https://www.usa.gov/state-governor

