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The Children’s Dental Health Project (CDHP) is an independent nonprofit working to 
end early tooth decay. Preventable tooth decay affects at least a quarter of 
preschoolers and two-thirds of high-schoolers. Children with poor oral health risk 
having dental problems into adulthood, compromising their ability to learn and earn.  
 

 

CDHP was founded in 1997 by pediatric dentist, educator and health policy expert 
Dr. Burton Edelstein. We seek to:  

 Promote “triple aim” strategies that improve health outcomes and patient 
experience at lower cost 

 Identify opportunities to integrate medical and dental care 

 Assist decision-makers in identifying cost-effective policy solutions 

 
Working with strategic partners, CDHP has changed the oral health landscape. 

 Expanded coverage: Children from working families gained a guaranteed dental 
benefit in the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Pediatric oral health 
is now an essential health benefit in the ACA.  

 Building state capacity: CDHP is strengthening state capacity by: 
o Working through a HRSA grant to create a learning network of states 

to strengthen oral health access for pregnant women. 
o Collaborating with CMS on program analysis, social media and other 

activities to improve children’s access and utilization. 
o Developing—with the CDC’s support—a Policy Consensus Tool to 

help state oral health advocates identify priorities for change or 
reinvigorate efforts to implement existing priorities. 

o Offering training to strengthen stakeholders’ ability to educate the 
public about community water fluoridation. 

 Raising awareness: CDHP’s “Teeth Matter” blog, social media campaigns and 
news media outreach promote evidence-based policy solutions, and engage and 
involve stakeholders outside of oral health. 

 
National/State: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid (through Mathematica Policy Research), Delta Dental of Minnesota 
Foundation, Health Resources and Services Admin., Michigan Dept. of Community 
Health, New York State Dept. of Health, Oral Health America, Pew Charitable Trusts, 
West Virginia Oral Health Coalition, and Wisconsin Dept. of Health Services 
 

Foundation: California HealthCare Foundation, Connecticut Health Foundation, 
DentaQuest Foundation, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Health Foundation for 
Western and Central New York, New York State Health Foundation, and the George 
E. Richmond Foundation 
 

Corporate and Association partners include American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, 
American Dental Partners, Benevis, California Dental Association, Colgate-Palmolive, 
Elevate Oral Care, Henry Schein, and Preventech. 

https://www.cdhp.org/

