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Dental Sealant Work Group convenes with goal of strengthening school programs  
 
Dental sealants are protective coatings that are generally applied to children’s molars, and public 

health experts endorse School Sealant Programs (SSPs) because the evidence shows they achieve a 

“large reduction” in tooth decay. The Children’s Dental Health Project (CDHP) is convening a 

national Sealant Work Group (SWG) to provide recommendations for the effective design and 

operations of SSPs, aiming to help these programs expand to reach more children who are at high 

risk of tooth decay. 
 

SSPs face a variety of challenges — from financial sustainability to data collection — and many of 

these challenges were examined in CDHP’s 2014 report, which was funded by the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. The report urged the creation of a work group to offer guidance to 

SSPs on the design and operations of sealant programs. 
 

The 13 members of the newly convened SWG will examine these kinds of challenges and develop 

actionable recommendations to help SSPs reach more high-risk children, thereby reducing disparities 

in the prevalence of dental disease. The SWG will be chaired by Matt Crespin, a nationally 

recognized expert on SSPs and associate director of the Children’s Health Alliance of Wisconsin. 

CDHP has chosen four advisors who will provide the SWG with guidance on clinical guidelines for 

sealant programs. 
 

The SWG’s recommendations will be released in the fall of 2016. A full list of the SWG members 

can be viewed here.  
 

“School sealant programs help to improve children’s oral health outcomes and reduce inequities in 

the prevalence of dental disease,” said Crespin. “By offering SSP managers and state oral health 

leaders fresh recommendations, we hope to expand the impact of this prevention strategy.” 
 

The SWG project, Achieving the Triple Aim in School-based Sealant Programs, is funded by the 

American Dental Hygienists' Association/Institute for Oral Health, Delta Dental of Iowa Foundation, 

Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation, Future Smiles, Oral Health America, and Washington Dental 

Service Foundation. 
 

“We are excited about the SWG’s potential to help programs extend their good work, and ultimately 

improve children’s oral health,” said Patrice Pascual, executive director of CDHP. “Research shows 

that poor dental health interferes with children’s ability to attend school and to concentrate while 

they’re in the classroom. Sealants are one strategy for helping all kids reach their full potential.” 

 

The SWG meetings will be facilitated by Lori Kepler Cofano, RDH, BSDH, who has worked with 

CDHP on similar projects. 
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Learn more about CDHP at www.cdhp.org. 

Follow us on Facebook or on Twitter @Teeth_Matter 
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