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YOU-NITED IN MISSION 
How Can We Build a Better World? 

Text: Isaiah 61:1-4 
 
CNN host, Larry King, recently gathered around his famous table a group of representatives 
from the world’s major religions. There was a Muslim cleric there, a Hindu wise man, a Jewish 
rabbi, and a spokesman from both the Protestant and Catholic traditions. The conversation 
wandered across a whole variety of topics, but beneath the discussion was a simple 
question: Can you people unite in any way on how we’re going to make progress out of the 
trouble we’re in? With all the violence and heartache in this world, isn’t there some truth or 
common values you can agree on that can help guide us out of this mess?  
 
It’s a great question, really, and I wish I had the time to reflect with you on all that those leaders 
said. I will tell you that even the two Christian spokesmen there seemed to disagree on the 
answer. And it got me thinking, just what is it that Christianity has to offer to the world 
today? What is our mission and what does that mean for your life and for mine?  
 
Onward Christian Soldiers 
 
If you listened carefully to the Protestant leader in the discussion, you might well conclude that 
our job is to go on a conquering crusade. Most of us who’ve spent time in Protestant circles 
have heard a lot about that. If we come from the conservative end of the spectrum, we’ve heard 
the rallying cries to win the world for Christ. We’ve been harangued by statistics about all the 
territories and peoples not yet taken for Jesus. We’ve been guilt-goaded by talk of all the souls 
that will perish if we don’t start working the four spiritual laws now.  
 
It’s not a lot different on the liberal end. There the militant language is just the same, though the 
focus a bit varied. We’ve got to tear down the walls of injustice or forcibly redistribute the world’s 
resources. We MUST go on a march to feed the hungry or clothe the naked or house the 
homeless or insert your cause here. The liberal language is filled with as many oughts, shoulds, 
and musts as the conservative camp. Both views of our mission in this world are filled with the 
verbiage of obligation, duty and labor. Both are aimed at making other people see things our 
way, and do things our way, and say things our way.  
 
Don’t get me wrong: Some of what these people are after is right on target. If there is not 
something in us that is moved by spiritually starving people in need of the Bread of Life or the by 
the hollow eyes of children hungering for scraps, then we have cause to wonder whether Christ 
is even in us. But is our calling as Christians in the world meant to be so burdensome? Where is 
the Jesus who said: “Come unto me all you who are tired from carrying heavy loads and I will 
give you rest.” Is our calling to blast others with the truth? Where is the Jesus who said, “Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.”1 
 
I listened to the Protestant leader on T.V. and wanted to agree with him. But the truth is I only 
felt exhausted and depressed. He had the ear of millions of people, but I could imagine so many 
of those listeners doing what the other people at Larry King’s table were doing—furrowing their 
brow and pulling back. The leader was talking about Jesus a lot, so why did it feel like it was the 
Reverend that had to win? He was talking about the Lord who once said: "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in your weakness."2 So why did it seem like the leader felt 
that everything hung on the muscle of his ability to argue or on the Church’s zealous energy? 
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Christ’s Mission 
 
What do you think? Is this our mission—to conquer the world for Christ—whether we are 
thought obnoxious or not? Is our mission to be spiritual imperialists? Does it all hang on our 
efforts? Tim Dearborn, one of the most thoughtful missiologists of our time, challenges that idea: 
“Many Christians erroneously think that God has given them a mission to perform in the 
world.” But the truth is that “the God of mission has given His church to the world… Christian 
mission is not our arrogant pursuit of other people to make them like us. Rather, it is our 
[humble] participation in God’s pursuit of all people to make them like Him, and their lives like 
His.”3 
 
God isn’t out to do this because He has angry contempt for human beings and needs to wring 
out a formulaic confession or conformity from us. God sent Jesus into the world because He 
desperately loves us. He could see that we were lost in the dark and chained to things we 
couldn’t manage to get free of on our own. God looked down and saw many broken-hearted, 
grieving people. He saw dictators destroying countries and executives raping companies without 
thought of anyone ever wreaking vengeance on them. He saw poverty savaging the lives of 
children before they even got a start in life. And the God of love knew that if we were ever to find 
our way out of this mess and toward a life like His, He would need to come, put His hand on our 
sin-sick hearts, and imbue us with a power beyond ourselves to become new selves.  
 
This is how Jesus described His mission when He came; listen to the tone of it: “The Spirit of 
the Sovereign Lord is on me,” he said. “because [my Father] has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who 
grieve… to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.”  
 
Do you hear the gracious, positive, life-giving tone in these words? Sometimes Christian 
mission gets caricatured as all about beating people into submission with the Poisonwood 
Bible. But that’s not how Jesus viewed his calling or ours. Christ’s mission is not about boldly 
winning people; it is about humbly helping other people win. If you listen to the missionaries who 
will be here this week, you will hear that heartbeat in them. They’ll talk about the joy of sharing 
the good news of God’s love with people. You’ll hear stories of God’s care for the brokenhearted 
and the practical comfort they feel honored to bring to the grieving. You’ll sense their 
compassion for people imprisoned in poverty, guilt or ignorance and how they long, as God 
does, to help them get free. You’ll hear how they seek to praise the beauty they see in people 
and proclaim the favor of God upon them. You’ll discover that when misunderstood or 
persecuted they leave vengeance to God. You’ll hear the heart of God beating in them. 
 
This is what God says and our missionaries know: “If you abide in me, the seed I’ve put in you, 
will grow up to the point where you will naturally start dropping seeds that result in more people 
growing in the same way. If you let me build my life in you, you will naturally turn around and be 
builders of other people too.” “[You] will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord 
for the display of his splendor. [You] will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long 
devastated; [You] will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.”  
 
God wants to give as many people as possible a life like His. That’s His mission: More people, 
growing more like Him. If His life is truly growing in them, they will invariably become seed-
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sowers and ruin-renovators themselves. That’s His methodology. Invest deeply in a few people, 
and they’ll naturally each invest deeply in a few themselves and, by the law of multiplication, the 
tree and community of grace will spread out. There’ll be more shade and more shelter for more 
and more people. And who can doubt how much that grace is needed in our time. 
 
The Unique & Essential Gospel 
 
Christian mission is not about boldly winning people for Christ; it is about letting Christ work 
through us, humbly helping people to win. But here’s a second truth also central to our mission: 
Without Jesus Christ, people cannot fully win. I know this idea is not fashionable in our 
time. The second Christian leader on Larry King’s program spoke as if the Christian vision were 
simply one among several equally viable ways of coming at life. Many Christians today seem to 
be surrendering to this view. But it’s not true. In a unique and demonstrable way, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is our only hope for getting out of the mess our world is in. Why is that?  
 
It is because Jesus leads people to an awareness of those sins which progressively disease 
and destroy the human heart. It is because only the Holy Spirit opens souls to the forgiving, 
cleansing grace of God that renews their communion with Him and revitalizes their capacity for 
relationship with their neighbor. The gospel of Christ instills a vision of all human beings as 
equally precious in the sight of God, a vision essential to the progress of human rights. It 
engenders the basic commitment to honesty, industry, and the keeping of promises without 
which economic development is impossible. The gospel shows us a God who esteems women 
and children so highly that wherever it grows, it uproots oppressive and exploitative practices. It 
teaches people that transformation comes through the renewing of the mind, thereby fostering a 
high commitment to education for all. 
 
Someone has said that the great spiritual question of the future is whether we believe in a God 
who demands that we send our sons to die for Him, or whether we serve a God who sent His 
Son to die for us. Jesus shows us the latter God and implications of this difference are 
profound. Jesus pictures success in terms of sacrificial love and, thus, progressively builds in 
his followers a commitment to move beyond hoarding their wealth toward a lifestyle of bringing 
housing and healthcare and other help to the less fortunate. He requires those in power use 
their influence to serve their constituents rather than milk them dry, and therefore deters would-
be despots with the assurance that they will be held accountable for their exercise of 
power. Because Christians know that they live beneath the watchful gaze of God, they are 
moved to govern themselves according to high moral principles even when the police are not 
present. Without the governing influence of Christ it is questionable whether free societies can 
exist. 
 
Saving souls for eternal life is motivation enough for mission; but if you care about education or 
freedom for all… if you care to see human rights respected and economic development 
sustained… if you want to see oppression end and exploitation cease… if you long for the 
reconciliation of conflicts and the spread of more just governments… then the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the indispensable ingredient. 
 
This is something of what Christians mean when they humbly share their belief that He is “the 
way, the truth, and the life.” The wisest know that they themselves are not the answer and that 
Christ has much to do in them still. They will be the first to defend the rights of others to choose 
their own faith, for God Himself grants that freedom. But this a disciple of Jesus is bold to 
confess: We believe that no other worldview can bear the fruit our world needs or rebuild its 
ruins as Jesus’ can. It is the only way that the greatest number of us can possibly win.  
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And for this reason, we unite in His mission. We give sacrificially to support it. We pray 
perseveringly for God to do what no human effort alone can do. We rejoice in the privilege of 
meeting other missionaries and hearing what the Lord is doing through them. We educate 
ourselves on the needs of the world. We go out in short-term mission as we have opportunity 
and view our daily life as a chance to join God in what He is doing in the world. For this reason 
let’s YOU-nite behind this mission again this week, as we come now before the Lord in 
prayer…  
 
Let’s pray together…  
 
Lord, we give you thanks for those brothers and sisters who, even, now are making their way 
from all over the globe to come to this place. As we gather with them around the table in homes 
or listen to them on Friday and Sunday, give us ears to hear beneath their stories the beating of 
your heart for this world. We know that the mission you have them on is not truly so different 
from the one that bids us “Go!” into all the places we’ll frequent this week. But because these 
friends have a relationship with you that is so deep and daily, we pray that you will draw us 
closer to you through our fellowship with them—and that in that communion you will work further 
through us to bring help and hope to our world. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
 
1 Matthew 11:29-30 
2 2 Corinthians 12:9 
3 Tim Dearborn, Beyond Duty: A Passion For Christ, A Heart For Mission, p. 2 
 


