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WHO NEEDS CHRISTMAS? 
The Searching Heart of Christmas (Part 3) 

Text: Isaiah 61:1-11 
 

Introduction to the Scripture 
 
Between the First Advent of Jesus at Christmas and his Second Advent when God makes all 
things new, Christ has left his church with a mission: to be his witnesses, his continuing 
presence to people, to reflect the searching heart of God to a lost world. 
 
As I suggested recently, and is repeated on the back of your worship folder today, we carry out 
this mission through a holistic way of living that might be described by the acronym “WITNESS.” 
Christ can have a life-changing influence on people to the extent that we are willing, FIRST, to 
abandon a drive-by approach to evangelism and instead resolve to walk with people, 
perseveringly, through the seasons of their life, accepting them for who they are today, and 
welcoming their doubts and questions about God or the Church. 
 
The second rhythm of witness is to regularly invite people to experience Christian community—
to come and see how Christ is present when two or three are gathered purposefully in his 
name—whether in worship or in a home Bible study or over coffee at Starbucks. 
 
The third key habit is to testify to Christ’s work in you—to give a verbal witness as to how 
knowing Christ and his Word has shaped your character and priorities, made sense of the world 
to you, altered in any way the manner in which you’re facing life. 
 
The last element of witness I touched on in our last meeting was how important it is that we nail 
the sins that slay us—that we not present ourselves as perfected people, but as people whose 
sin the Law of God and his Holy Spirit have exposed and are helping to put to death. If we fail to 
nail our sin, its reality will confuse our witness. If we do honestly nail it, God’s work on that very 
sin will become part of an influential testimony. 
 
Today, I’d like to reflect with you on three more aspects of what it means to be a WITNESS. To 
embody Christ, to support the weak, and to share the good news of salvation. We do so through 
the lens of God’s Word to us in Isaiah 61, verses 1 through 11. Let’s read responsively… 
 
Christmas Comes to Narnia 
 
When I was 8 years old, my mother read to me C.S. Lewis’s classic book, The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe. It is the story of a group of English schoolchildren who discover at the back 
of a tall wardrobe a secret door into a magical land called Narnia. At first, Narnia seems to be 
nought but a winter wonderland—a place where animals talk and are pleased to serve a 
beautiful sleigh-riding queen. As time goes on, however, it becomes clear that things are not as 
marvelous as they appear. The Queen is far from benevolent. The delicious treats she so 
sweetly offers turn out to be dangerously addictive. Some of the Narnians are ruthless predators 
on the Queen’s payroll; others know that something is wrong but hide their feeling in fear of 
rejection or punishment. Life goes on like this in Narnia—a place where it is always winter but 
Christmas morning never comes. 
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And then, one day, the children hear a Word whispered behind closed doors. They hear that 
Someone called “Aslan,” has entered the land. Lewis describes the children’s response: 
“Perhaps it has happened to you in a dream that someone says something which you don’t 
understand, but it feels as if it had tremendous meaning… a lovely meaning which makes the 
dream so beautiful that you remember it all of your life… always wishing that you could get into 
that dream again. It was like that now. At the name of Aslan, each of the children felt something 
jump inside… [Peter] felt as if some delicious fragrance or some delightful strain of music had 
just floated by [him]. And Lucy got the feeling you have when you wake up in the morning and 
realize that it is the start of the holidays, or the beginning of summer.”  
 
Aslan, it turns out, is a Lion with fiery eyes and a heart of blazing compassion. He has returned 
to assert his rightful rule as King of Narnia. The story climaxes when the White Witch takes the 
children hostage, demanding as the price of their freedom that Aslan submit to her. The forces 
of dark winter seem to have won the day as the Great Lion lays himself down on a stone table 
and allows the Witch to slaughter him. But what the Witch cannot guess is that this act of pure 
self-sacrificing love, unleashes the deepest, most powerful magic of all—a magic that brings 
Aslan back to life, dries the tears of the mourning, frees the prisoners under the Witch’s power, 
and ushers in an era in which the cold and darkness of evil eventually melt completely away 
before the endless summer of Aslan’s Life and Love. 
 
The Coming of the King 
 
It’s a great story! It still sends chills down my spine; maybe you too. But the reason we still find 
something within us jumping at the very mention of the King’s name is because this story isn’t a 
fantasy, but the wonderful truth. C.S. Lewis based the greatest children’s story of the last 
century on the greatest true story of all time. In the 8th Century B.C., the prophet Isaiah foresaw 
the Advent (the coming) of the true King and described in very specific terms what this Suffering 
Servant, the long-expected Messiah of mankind, would do. 700 years later, a baby was born in 
Bethlehem, grew up into a man, and stood before his home-town congregation. He read aloud 
the first two verses of Isaiah 61, and then declared in terms that signaled a staggering shift in 
the climate of a creation gone dark and cold: “Today, these words have been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  
 
And they were. The Lion King from Nazareth does “bring good news to the poor”; He does “bind 
up the brokenhearted” and “comfort all who mourn”; He does bring “freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners”; He does announce for all to hear that this is “the 
year of the Lord's favor.” The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ have unleashed a 
power that can genuinely thaw the dark winter brought upon this land by sin. There are very few 
persons you know who—if they really understood what Jesus has come to do—would not say: 
“If that is true, then I sure need Christmas. I need Christ!” 
 
The problem is that many of us have forgotten that it is our job to tell them. When we read in 
Isaiah 61:6: “You will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God,” we 
may miss the fact that it isn’t a bunch of pastors and preachers the prophet is addressing. Isaiah 
plainly says that speaking of God’s redeeming grace to a frost-bitten world is the job of every 
believer. What I’d like to do in the time we have remaining today, is to briefly touch upon four 
specific, practical ways that you and I can exercise that priestly ministry more fully. Jesus once 
said to his disciples: “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” So let’s take our lead from 
what Jesus himself said he had been sent to do. 
 
How To Share the Good News 
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It was, FIRST, to “bring good news to the poor”—or more literally in the Hebrew: to the 
“crushed.” When I was in high school, I witnessed an accident in which a car driving in front of 
me skidded on a patch of ice and crashed headlong into a concrete wall. Amazingly, the driver 
of the car emerged virtually unscathed. Years later I figured out that it was probably because of 
the fabulous shock-absorbing body design of that model of car. In fact the design is so effective 
that it has now been copied by many other car companies. When asked “Why don’t you enforce 
your patent on that design?” A company spokesman replied: “Because some things in life are 
too important not to share.” How true. 
 
Many people are feeling poor today—crushed by financial pressures, family crises, or illness, or 
something else. But you have good news that God has built a car—called the church of Jesus 
Christ—in which people can find shelter and some real protection when their life hits the skids. 
You have good news that, even in the event of an accident from which the Christian fellowship 
can’t spare them, God has promised to save his children from final destruction. You have good 
news that even though no one’s morally rich enough to BUY a car that could save themselves 
from the coming, crushing judgment on human sin, Jesus has taken the impact for those who 
put their trust in him. This news is just too important not to share. 
 
SECONDLY, do what you can to “bind up the broken-hearted... and comfort all who mourn.” A 
boy named Mark was walking home from school one winter day, when he saw that a kid ahead 
of him had tripped in the snow and dropped all of his books, two sweaters, a soccer ball, and a 
small tape recorder. Mark knelt down, helped the kid pick up his articles, and—since they were 
going the same way—offered to help him carry his burden. Mark discovered that the boy’s name 
was Bill. He loved video games and history, but was having lots of trouble with his other 
subjects and had just broken up with his girlfriend. Mark said: “Gosh, that must be really hard. If 
you ever need somebody to talk to, you can always talk with me. You can even come to church 
with me if you like.” Moments later, the two of them arrived at Bill’s home. Mark was invited in 
for a Coke and to watch some T.V. The afternoon passed quite pleasantly but, after that day, 
the two boys only occasionally saw one another. 
 
Years went by till, a few days before high school graduation; Bill asked Mark if they could have 
a few words together. “Mark, did you ever wonder why I was carrying so many things home that 
winter afternoon? You see, I was cleaning out my locker so I wouldn’t leave any mess for 
anyone else to clean up. I’d been storing up my mom’s sleeping pills, and I was going home that 
day to kill myself. My insides were broken up into a million pieces, but that afternoon you helped 
me believe that maybe they might come together. And, you know, if the offer still stands, I think 
I’d like to go with you to that church of yours.” 
 
In his great study of how Christianity gradually infiltrated and overcame the pre-Christian world, 
agnostic historian Rodney Stark became convinced that one of the keys to the church’s 
magnetic witness was the radical way they saw and supported the weak. They took widows and 
orphans under their care. They stayed behind to care for sick people when others were fleeing 
the plague. How can we open our eyes to the broken-hearted and the mourning people by the 
roadside today? How we can “support the weak, comfort the afflicted, bind up the broken-
hearted, honor all persons.” How can we let people know that the King is in the land now and 
He wills that no one be left in the cold alone? 
 
THIRDLY, proclaim “freedom for the captives, and release from darkness for the prisoners.” 
One winter when I was a child, a friend and I sought to dig a tunnel through a huge drift of snow 
that the snowplow had piled up in our back driveway. Our aim was to build a fort inside. While 
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working, however, I dug myself in so deep and tight, that I got myself trapped. Two sensations 
remain indelibly etched from that experience. The first was the clawing claustrophobia I felt at 
the weight and chill of all that snow pressing around me. The second sensation was the 
incredible exhilaration when, all of a sudden, my friend’s hand smashed down through the drift 
above me, and showed me the way up and out. 
 
A lot of people are in the drift today. They’ve dug themselves in too deep. They’re trapped in a 
terrible place in their family life. They’re bound tight by guilt or anger or the pressure of a terrible 
memory. Some are trapped beneath the cold weight of an addiction, or an eating disorder, or 
depression, of some kind. I don’t know. But this I do. God specializes in releasing captives. 
There’s a way up and out with God. And the hand He wills to use dig down through the snow 
and help people find the light and new freedom has your fingerprints on it. Will you embody the 
friendship of Christ to someone this Christmas? 
 
FINALLY, please dare to proclaim “the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our 
God.” In ancient times, the phrase—“the year of the Lord’s favor”—referred to the Year of 
Jubilee. God had told his people that, once every 50 years, all debts were to be forgiven, all 
offenses pardoned, all strangers invited to a gigantic party at the Temple of God. Jesus said that 
his first Advent was the start of a season of Jubilee. He had come to wipe the slate of every 
debtor and trespasser completely clean, to gather everyone around the dinner table of God’s 
redeeming grace. You see, the day that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, winter’s days were 
numbered. The forces of darkness blew their last best storm across a cross-studded hill called 
Calvary. You can still hear those winds whistling now and then. But on Easter morning, when 
the Son rose, the Winter Solstice was passed for good. The snow is melting.  
 
But Jesus also said that, just as now is the Springtime of Grace, so there would also come a 
Summer of Judgment—“the day of vengeance of our God.” That’s why we’ve got to tell people 
that the time for joining Aslan’s side, to take advantage of the Lord’s favor, is now. For all the 
reasons I’ve already described, that message should be communicated with the ring of glorious 
opportunity. But it also must carry a note of urgency.  
 
You see, the coming King is not a crinkly faced Santa Claus who rewards everyone no matter 
how bad they’ve been. The coming King is the Lion of Judah —One whose holiness is as 
blazing as his compassion. The final Advent of the Son won’t be good for those whose hearts 
have gone cold, whose self-will has crystallized, for those who’ve used this time to build little 
more than ice castles, thinking that they can secure themselves. The second coming of the Son 
won’t be good news for snowmen. 
 
Who needs Christmas? Everyone does. Yet it’s just possible that you know someone who will 
not see this unless you are a witness of it to them. They need to see someone who people who 
embody the effects of a life lived in the light of the King. They need to feel the support of a love 
that warms the winter chill. They need someone to share the news that the King has come; now 
is the Springtime of opportunity to receive his grace, for soon the summer will be here. Who will 
proclaim this good news, if the Lord’s very priests and ministers won’t at least try? 
 
C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, chapter 7 
Luke 4:18-21 
John 20:21 
Isaiah 38:13; Lamentations 3:10; Hosea 5:14; Hosea 13:8 
 


