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WHERE IS JESUS? 
What Do You Make of Jesus? 

Text: John 20:1-16 
  

What To Believe 
 
Where is Jesus?  Are his bones dissolving into dust someplace in a long forgotten 
grave?  Or did he really rise from the dead the way the Bible describes it and Mel 
Gibson’s film pictures it?  Is our gathering here today simply the quaint memorial of a 
myth propagated by people who couldn't bear the tough truth that moral decay and 
death win in the end?  Or is our coming here an intelligent response to the most pivotal 
event of all time? 
 
Some awfully sharp minds have looked at this question.  One of them, as Lee Strobel 
points out, is Lionel Luckhoo, whom the Guinness Book of World Records lists as the 
world’s most successful attorney.  Twice knighted by Queen Elizabeth, Luckhoo won 
acquittals for his clients 245 times in succession.  After closely examining the facts and 
conjecture around the case of Christ, Luckhoo – an agnostic at the time -- was 
converted to belief in the divinity of Jesus.  He later wrote: "I say unequivocally that the 
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels 
acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room for doubt." 
 
SO what is the evidence that compels this kind of conviction?  Let me lift up the 
following four facts to focus on.  They are: No body.  Neat clothes.  Numerous 
witnesses.  And new lives. 
 

No Body 
 
You’ve heard the story —- it's in all four gospel accounts. When the followers of Jesus 
went to the tomb on Easter morning, they found that NO BODY.  This is, his body had 
disappeared. There have been some that have immediately answered that fact by 
pointing out that because it was dark and the women were, no doubt, distraught with 
grief, "They simply went to the wrong tomb." The idea seems feasible enough, but for 
the fact that the gospels tell us that it wasn't pitch black, but only early dawn. We know, 
as well, that not one or two, but a whole party of women went to the tomb the first time, 
and at least two of them had watched the burial take place on Friday. Since we also 
know that Peter and John returned later on their own and that Mary went a second time 
herself, do you think that all of these different people would have made the same critical 
mistake? 
 
"O.K." the skeptic might say. "Maybe it was the right tomb. But maybe the reason Jesus' 
corpse wasn't there was because he wasn’t dead in the first place, just comatose.”  All 
right, let's ignore the fact provided in John 19:34 that a Roman soldier pierced his side 
and out flowed “blood and water,” the separation of blood and serum that doctors will 
tell you is a clear sign of protracted heart failure.  Imagine you were Jesus, and have 
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undergone an all-night trial, barbaric beatings, and then the ordeal of crucifixion itself.  
Suppose you fell into a coma on the cross.  They mistook you for dead and entombed 
you.  Then, amazingly, you revived.  Now, after that kind of torture, and no food, water, 
or medical assistance for 36 hours – can you imagine getting up, rolling away a gigantic 
stone by yourself, sneaking past a Roman guard, convincing your followers —- in your 
condition —- that you’ve completely conquered death and then disappearing without a 
trace?  Who’s fantasizing? 
 
But to be fair, there's one last explanation for his body being gone. Somebody took it. 
We know it wasn’t the authorities.  They’d have gladly produced it if they had it to 
silence all this talk of resurrection.  So maybe the disciples took Christ’s body and then 
concocted this whole story about Jesus being raised from the dead. Put yourselves in 
the disciples' place. I can see where you might stretch the truth a bit to prove to your 
family and friends that you hadn't followed this rabbi around for three years for naught.  
 
But would you spend as much time harping on this resurrection stuff as we hear the 
disciples doing all through the Book of Acts?  I mean, wouldn't you conveniently shift the 
focus to more easily defended subjects after awhile -— to Jesus' marvelous ethics or his 
healing miracles, for example?  Then, would you be prepared to suffer for your lie — to 
be imprisoned, flogged, beheaded, crucified, or burned — when all you had to do to 
save yourself was to say two words: "Just fooling!"?  Again, who’s coming up with the 
irrational explanation? 
 
Neat Clothes 
 
But it wasn't just the missing body that created the faith of the Early Church. It was a 
second piece of evidence that pushed them towards embracing the staggering 
improbability that Jesus was, in fact, alive. Our text from John's gospel tells us that 
when "the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside... He saw and 
believed."  What did he see that made him believe?  To gain an answer to that question 
requires that you understand that when the Jews buried someone, they wrapped the 
deceased's torso in strips of linen cloth, interlaced with spices and perfumed oils. Then, 
leaving the face and neck exposed, they wrapped the head as well. 
 
Now just suppose, for a wild moment, that Jesus really was raised from the dead —- 
that by a process we don't understand, his body suddenly changed properties, was 
somehow able to pass through the grave clothes, as it later was alleged to be able to 
pass through locked doors.  What would it leave behind?  Wouldn't you expect to find 
the empty grave clothes —- like a cocoon which a new butterfly has shed —- and the 
empty turban, exactly where the head had once been?  Is it sheer coincidence that the 
scriptures say that when Peter and John went into the tomb, they "saw the strips of linen 
lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head." They make a 
point of adding that, "the cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen."  They 
saw, I think, the NEAT CLOTHES – like the discarded chrysalis of Someone who 
needed it no longer. 
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Numerous Encounters 
 
"Well, wait a second there, Laci Peterson was missing for awhile; we had some of her 
clothes; but nobody concluded she’d been raised from the dead."  That’s true, but there 
is a third fact that piles on top of the other two: There was no body.  There were neatly 
left graveclothes.  And there were NUMEROUS ENCOUNTERS between what the 
Apostle Peter calls "chosen witnesses" and a person whom they were convinced was 
the risen Christ.  "Well," says the skeptic," that's not impossible to explain.  People sight 
UFO's all the time when you know it's probably invention or hallucination." 
 
As we've already explored, it’s hard to get why all of these disciples would go to their 
deaths for an intentional deception, so let's focus instead on the possibility that these 
so-called appearances were really just hallucinations.  Psychiatrists tell us that 
hallucinations can even occur in people who aren't neurotic or psychotic, provided they 
are engaged in the right mood and place.  If, for example, Jesus appeared only to the 
emotionally-wrought Mary Magdalene as she hung around the upper room where his 
followers used to gather, we might wink and write it off like an Elvis-sighting. But, here 
again, the scriptural account creates problems for the skeptic. 
 
As John Stott once observed: "An investigation of the ten appearances reveals an 
almost studied variety in the circumstances of person, place, and mood. Jesus was 
seen by individuals alone, by small groups, and by more than 500 people together. He 
appeared in a house, in a garden, on a road, by a lake, outside the city walls, and on a 
hillside." He showed himself to people while they wept, worked, traveled, and doubted.  
They walked with him, talked with him, ate with him, touched the very marks in his 
hands.  It is as if Jesus purposely appeared in a variety of contexts to put to rest any 
reasonable doubt by people of that day or ours that his appearances were merely 
delusions. 
 
New Lives 
 
But here’s the most persuasive fact of all.  Somehow, we have to account for the NEW 
LIVES we meet after Easter.  I’m reminded of the hillbilly family who made their first visit 
to a big city and checked into a grand hotel. Having never seen an elevator before, they 
just stared at it, unable to figure out what it was for.  Suddenly, an old lady hobbled 
toward the elevator and went inside.  The door closed.  About a minute later, the door 
opened and out came a stunningly beautiful young woman.  The Dad couldn’t stop 
staring.  Without turning his head, he patted his boy’s arm and said, "Son, go get your 
mother." 
 
Now, I don't know what you've seen, but in my experience, people just don't change that 
radically without some very significant outside stimulus. That is why when I see Jesus' 
disciples trembling with fear of arrest in an upper room one day, and then busting out 
into the world a few days later with a courage and confidence that sends such titanic 
shock-waves across the ancient world that the entire Roman empire is declared 
Christian barely three centuries later, I want to know what happened?! 
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What changed Peter, for example -— the man who denied Jesus three times to save his 
skin —- into the Rock of the early church who was pleased to be crucified upside down 
rather than deny that Jesus is the risen Lord?  What turned Mark, the boy who fled 
naked from Gethsemane on the night of Christ's arrest, into the kind of bold being that 
could stay in Rome during the midst of the Neronian persecution and write the gospel 
that bears his name?  What transformed James —- the skeptic who once mocked Jesus 
for his claims —- into the pastor of the Jerusalem church?  Or Paul the persecutor of 
Christianity into its greatest champion?  What, my friends, has taken hold of so many of 
the people who sit here today, and begun a work of renewal in them?!!  I'll give you a 
clue. It isn't a what; it's a Who.  Jesus Christ is alive and he changes lives!!  
 
A longshoreman came to faith in Jesus, joined a local church, and began some new 
patterns for living.  One of his hard-drinking buddies approached him and said, “C’mon 
Hal, you can’t believe all that garbage about Jesus changing water into wine and the 
like.”  “I don’t know about that,” said Hal.  “But I do know that in my life, he’s changed 
beer into furniture and an improving family.” 
 
Next Step 
 
There are about 2000 of us who gather here every single week, and tens of millions 
more\ 
 of us around this world.  God is not finished with any of us yet.  But I’ll you what, 
because Jesus is alive and here amongst us today, we know that the power to make 
changes is real.  When we’re asked “Where is Jesus?”  We answer: “Why right here, 
“wherever two or three are gathered” in his name.  We have heard him calling to us like 
He called out Mary’s name long ago, and as He calls out your name, perhaps, this 
Easter day.   
 
When He asks you, “Who is it you are looking for?” answer as Mary did.  Say “You, 
Jesus.  You Teacher.  You, my Lord and my God.”   Put your life in his hands today.  Let 
his blood wash away your sins.  Let his life begin to renew your soul.  Let his teaching 
guide your paths.  Let his family here be your family reedach and every week.  As 
together with Mary, Peter, John and believers throughout the ages, we now rise to 
sing… 
 
 


