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WHEN YOU’VE SAID JESUS,  
YOU’VE SAID IT ALL 

 

Text: Colossians 1:15-20 
 

The Supremacy of Jesus Christ (Part 3) 
 
Theme: Jesus is the last word about God, creation and redemption. 
 

Almost 60 years J. B. Philips wrote a book with the intriguing title, Your God is 
Too Small. How true that title is! In the midst of the challenges of daily life, we forget 
how BIG our God is. In fact, it is the challenges that seem BIG and our God shrinks to 
the periphery of life. Life’s drumbeat goes on and we so easily lose perspective. This 
happened to the Israelites as they were poised to go into the Promised Land. Moses 
sent spies into the land, one from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. They were take 
stock of the territory that was described as a land “flowing with milk and honey.” They 
were pleased to find a terrain that produced bunches of grapes so large that they had 
to be tied to a pole and carried on the shoulders between two men. But the size of the 
grapes mirrored the size of the enemy. They were two reports filed with Moses when 
the spies returned. The majority report issued by ten of the spies said there were 
“giants in the land.” They observed fortified cities that were manned by people so large 
that, in comparison, the spies looked to themselves like grasshoppers. The minority 
report was filed by Joshua and Caleb, who had remembered that the same God who 
was BIG enough to deliver them from the oppressive hand of the Pharaoh had 
promised to go with them to defeat the enemy. Because of the majority’s disbelief, the 
LORD delayed the conquest of the Promised Land for 40 years, until the disobedient 
generation died off. Their God was too small for the task God himself had promised to 
accomplish.  

 
Sometimes we need to take a step back and reframe our lives around the size of 

our God. We need to pull away and see ourselves over against the immensity of the 
God we serve. Verbal descriptions cannot match the impact that visuals can. So to set 
the scene for our biblical text, I want us to look at the opening clip from a video 
entitled, “Powers of Ten”. It speaks for itself. 

 
[Powers of Ten video clip] 
 
The Christ of this morning’s scripture text could be called the Cosmic Christ. We 

have been building in this direction over the last two weeks. In the first week in our 
series on The Supremacy of Jesus Christ from the book of Hebrews we encountered 
a very vulnerable Christ, who is able to sympathize with us in weaknesses because He 
took on human flesh and faced all the challenges that we do. Last week Philippians 2 
described Jesus’ Descent Into Greatness. We followed Jesus on his downward trajectory 
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as He renounced His privileges as the eternal God, willingly humbled Himself as 
servant even unto death, even death on cross; before God exalted Him to bear a 
name that is above every name. Today we meet in greater detail this One whose name 
is above all names. We will encounter the Cosmic Christ, who dwarfs our problems with 
His immensity. A generation ago there was a blasphemous commercial with the tag 
line, “When You’ve Said Budweiser You’ve Said It All.” You can’t let something as 
mundane as beer have all the best lines. So I have called all this message more 
appropriately, “When You’ve Said Jesus You Have Said It All.”  For in our text from 
Paul’s letter to the Colossians, Jesus is the last word about God, creation, and 
redemption. 

 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 

  
I. Jesus is the last word about God. 
 

 Let me ask you, what would we know about God, if God had not taken the 
initiative to make Himself known to us? We are finite, puny creatures who can barely 
grasp anything about God on our own. If you think finite and puny is an insult, you 
won’t before the end of the message. We are like ants on an anthill scurrying around 
digging narrow underground tunnels, while carrying little morsels in single file lines. 
Then along comes a towering human being casting a shadow over the mound, instilling 
fear in these little specks on the ground. In terror they scurry a little faster, having 
almost no capacity to take in the meaning of this huge creature looming over them. 

 
  Not a flattering analogy. Yet we humans are like ants in the presence of a God 
who exists in an unknown dimension of life. What can we know on our own about this 
God unless God reveals Himself to us? In Christian theology, we have divided God’s 
revelation of Himself into two categories: the first we call general or natural revelation 
and the second, we call special or supernatural revelation. We will see both of these in 
our text.  

 
The Scriptures tell us that even without God’s special or supernatural revelation 

that there are a couple of major things about God we can deduce from general or 
natural revelation.  
 

First, God reveals himself through His creation. Paul writes in Romans 
1:20, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what He has made.” 
You might recall from your studies the arguments for the existence of God. One of 
these arguments is the argument from design. The Scriptures declare that the ordered 
and beautiful world around us is demonstration in itself that there is a Designer. 
According to Psalm 19 the creation itself speaks, “The heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display knowledge.” Look up and then listen to your heart. There 
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is an intuitive knowledge there must be Someone who is the Great Designer. Fred 
Hoyle, the scientist who coined “the big bang” as a way to describe the origins of the 
universe, mocked at chance being the source of all of what we have. He said that this 
world coming into being by chance is as likely “as a tornado sweeping through a junk-
yard and assembling a Boeing 747 from the material therein.” Without special 
revelation, we know that there was a Designer, a being of eternal power and deity that 
brought all this into being.  

 
Secondly, natural revelation tells that God is a moral being because he has 

implanted in us all an internal moral compass. In spite of the age of relativism in which 
we live that says there are no moral absolutes, we all have a sense of a universal norm 
to which we all accountable. We might like to espouse that there are no moral 
absolutes, but, in fact, none of us lives this way. We all appeal to a higher standard of 
rightness or justice, especially when we feel wronged. C. S. Lewis begins his classic 
work entitled Mere Christianity arguing for the existence of God based upon morality. 
He says that unknowingly people are appealing to a higher, universal standard all the 
time. People says things like, “How’d you like it if anyone did the same thing to you?” or 
“That’s my seat, I was there first” or “Leave him alone, he isn’t doing you any harm.” 
Contained in each of these statements is a belief that we all know the difference 
between right and wrong. We are appealing to a higher standard. Morality is merely a 
reflection of a higher order that is an expression of a moral God. There is a gospel 
presentation called the Four Spiritual Laws that begins with the line, “Just as there are 
physical laws that govern the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws which govern 
your relationship with God.” 

 
 What can we know about God only through general or natural revelation? We 
can know that He is the Designer and that He is the Holy One to whom we are 
accountable. This is what every human being intuitively knows whether they overtly 
acknowledge it or not.  

 
 But general revelation leaves us with a huge gap in our knowledge. Who truly is 
this God? What qualities does He or She have? What is the name of this God? Is this 
God truly knowable in a person way?  

 
 We are totally beholding to this God to reveal His identity. In 1997 a hit movie 
entitled Contact featured a character who was obsessed with making connection with 
extraterrestrial life. When she was a child her father instilled in her the fascination that 
there must be life somewhere in the vast expanse of the universe. Jodie Foster played 
the role of an astrophysicist whose consuming passion was to receive signals of 
intelligent life from the great beyond. Long dreary hours were spent listening to 
computers and high intensity speakers connected to satellite relays. Then one day the 
speakers began to pulsate with a rhythmic sound that was out of this world! Contact! 
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I would assert that Contact has been made, not with extra-terrestrial life, but 
with supernatural life. Special revelation has occurred. The world has already pulsated 
with a life that was out of this world. Paul puts it this way, “[Jesus] is the image of the 
invisible God…For God was pleased to have all of his fullness to dwell in him” (Col. 
1:15, 19). We are the visited planet. The invisible God became visible in the person of 
Jesus.  

 
 Jesus is the image or eikon of God. But what does this word image or eikon 
mean? You might say, “Well, I thought human beings are considered the image of 
God.” We do read in Genesis 1:26, “And God said, let us made man in our image, after 
our likeness…” So how is Jesus different from us, if we are both made in the image of 
God? 

 
 There is a big difference. Jesus is the image of God, we were made in the image 
of God. You might say, I still don’t see the difference. In Scripture and the creeds we 
refer to Jesus as the only begotten Son of God; that he was begotten and not made. 
Here is how C. S. Lewis captures this distinction. “When you beget, you beget 
something of the same kind as yourself. A man and woman together begets human 
babies, a beaver begets little beavers, etc. But when you make, you make something 
different from yourself. People make cars, a beaver makes a dam, etc.” So when God 
begets a Son in His image, the Son is the same as and equal to God. When God makes 
humans, they are different from and less than God. Jesus is the image of God, we were 
made in His image. 

 
 Eikon or image can in some instances refer to a copy, replica, or a master 
forgery, but not the real thing. This is not the way Paul is using it here. Jesus is not 
simply a representation of God, but a manifestation of God. Jesus is the material or 
visible expression of the invisible God. The apostle John begins his first letter with this 
reference to Jesus, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life” (I John 1:1) Jesus himself had a 
consciousness that He was the image of God among us when he said to an inquiring 
Philip, “Have I been with you so long, and you do not know me, Philip? He who has 
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

 
 The divinity of Jesus is the staggering claim that we Christians assert. God’s 
identity has been unveiled. Contact has been made. “For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him” (Colossians 1:19). Jesus is the last word about God. 

 
II. Jesus is the last word about creation.  

 
 Paul asserts in our text that Jesus is pre-eminent over all creation; that He is the 
means in which it came into being; and the power that sustains all of creation. 
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 Jesus is pre-eminent over creation. Paul says this in two different ways. He 
is “the first-born over all creation” (Col. 1:15). The phrase first-born at first glance 
sounds like a phrase that has a time connotation. Does this mean that Jesus was the 
first-to-be born, as if he began at a point in time? The phrase “first-born” actually 
indicates pre-eminence or sovereignty. Scripture refers to the Israel as God’s “first-born 
son” (Exodus 4:22), meaning that of all the people’s on the earth, the Lord chose them 
as a special people. Scripture says of King David, “I will make him the first born, the 
highest of the kings of the earth” (Psalm 89:27). Saul was the first king, but David was 
the pre-eminent king. The first-born son in a family has special privileges. Jesus as the 
image of God is pre-eminent over all creation. 

 
 Another way of speaking of Jesus pre-eminence is in v. 17, “He is before all 
things…” Prior to any of the creation coming into being, Jesus was. The implication here 
is that the creation began at a point in time, but Jesus was prior to this creation. Over 
the last couple of generations, much to the consternation of some in the scientific 
community, a scientific consensus has developed that the universe came into being 
through a BIG BANG. This is now the universally accepted tag to describe the 
beginnings of the universe. When the evidence of an expanding universe emanating 
from a singular point was confirmed, even scientists such as Albert Einstein, did not 
welcome this information. In fact, Einstein said, “The circumstance of an expanding 
universe is irritating.” Why? Because it put to bed the theory of a steady-state universe 
that posited that the material world was eternal and therefore negated any need to 
believe in a Creator. But now that there is a point of time when creation came into 
being, you must ask the question, what or who started it all?  

 
 The late Robert Jastrow, an astrophysicist, who was director of the NASA’s 
Goddard Institute of Space Studies, considered himself an agnostic, but he loved to 
poke fun at his fellow scientist who refused because of their anti-God attitude to go 
where the evidence led. In an article entitled, “In the Beginning the Bang-A Big One” he 
concluded this article with a jab at this fellow scientists who can’t admit that the Bible 
might be right. “For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason 
[meaning the scientific method is all we have], the story ends like a bad dream. He has 
scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls 
himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been 
sitting there for centuries.” Jesus is pre-eminent over and prior to all creation. 

 
Jesus is the means by which creation has come into being and is the 

reason for its existence: “For by him all things are created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities, all things 
were created by him and for him” (Col. 1:16). In other words, Jesus is the sphere or 
the agent through which the created order has come to be. How are we to understand 
the role distinction between God the Father and God the Son when it comes to 
creation? Let me have a little fun with this with a very crude human analogy. It is kind 
of like the relationship between Dan Meyer and we who are on the staff. Dan comes up 
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with a lot of ideas; he is a creative visionary. But those ideas would remain just nice 
thoughts, if we as a staff did not bring them into existence. God, the Father conceives 
of the creation, God the Son is the means by which the creation materializes.  

 
 Finally, Jesus is the sustainer that holds all the creation together. “He is 
before all things and in him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). The word translated 
“hold together” can also be translated “cohere”, or as I like to say, Jesus is the cosmic 
glue, the source of energy at the heart of all things.  

 
As I said in our introduction, we are like ants dwarfed by humans. When we 

human beings start to contemplate the size of the universe in which we live, we quickly 
are so overwhelmed with its immensity that our finite little brains immediately cramp 
up. We cannot even take it in, so we just go about our lives as little specks of dust in 
the vastness of this cosmos. Let me just give you one dramatic fact to remind us what 
it is that Jesus holds together. Our sun is 93 million miles away. Since light travels at 
186,000 miles per second, so it takes 8.3 minutes for light to arrive from the sun. If the 
giant star Antares from our Milky Way Galaxy were positioned where our Sun is located, 
the Earth would be inside it. In our Galaxy alone there are 400 billion stars, that is 90 to 
100,000 light years in diameter. What is a light year? 5,878,625,373,200 miles. .   

    
 That is just a glimpse of outer space. My head already hurts. There is also inner 
space.  

 
[Let’s take a look at the rest of this video that takes now into inner space.]   

 
The video concludes with a statement and a question. “We have reached the 

edge of our knowledge.” What holds it all together? What is the energy that is the very 
core of life? What was the source of the Big Bang to begin with? The scientist scales the 
mountain of ignorance, and peers over the top and finds the theologians resting upon 
revelation.  

 
Christ is the last word about God; Christ is the last word about creation; and then finally  
 
III. Christ is the last word about redemption or reconciliation. 

 
 At verse 18 Paul makes the shift from Jesus, who is Lord of Creation, to Jesus, 
the Lord over the New Creation. “And He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that in everything he might have 
supremacy.” Let me make some brief comments on this verse before I concentrate on 
Christ’s reconciling work in v. 20. The New Creation views the church as integral to the 
new humanity Jesus is restoring, the image of God made new. He is the head or the 
life-source of the church which is the extension of who He is on earth. The church is His 
body. The church came into being because Christ rose from the dead as the firstborn, 
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the preeminent one. He is its living Head, and His resurrection is a foretaste of ours to 
come. 

 
But in the time remaining let’s focus on v. 20: “…through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross.” In other words, we have a problem. We need to 
be reconciled. Reconciliation says that there is hostility, enmity between us and God 
that must be resolved. Jesus is God’s means of making peace which he accomplished 
through the cross.  

 
Sometimes the way to make an old truth new again is to see this truth through a 

lens of a culture that is far different from our own way of life. Don Richardson, a former 
missionary, believes that God has placed in every culture a symbol, a redemptive 
image, through which the gospel story can be grasped, because God, as Ecclesiastes 
says, has planted eternity in everyone’s heart. 

 
Richardson tells the story of one redemptive image that God had implanted in 

the cannibalistic Sawi tribe of New Guinnea, where he and his family lived and 
ministered for years, searching for that redemptive symbol of reconciliation. The Sawi 
and the neighboring Haemans were mortal enemies. Darkness had so twisted these 
people that treachery was honored as the highest cultural value. They had perfected 
betrayal to an art form. They would gain the confidence of their neighbors and then 
descend upon them as their next meal. When Richardson told them to story of the 
gospel they cheered for Judas when he betrayed Jesus. Their cultural lens made Judas 
the hero.  

 
 But even people who practice continuous cunning to trap their enemy, get tired 
of war. So the Sawis and the Haemans set out to make peace out of sheer exhaustion. 
In their language peace was “to sprinkle cool water on each other.” But how does a 
culture where treachery is the highest value ever trust that peace can hold? 
 
 Richardson watched a drama unfold that became the redemptive moment for the 
telling the story of Jesus, the peace maker. The elders of the Sawi and Haeman tribes 
lined up facing each other. Finally, Kaiyo of the Sawis, with his wife convulsing in tears, 
presented his only 6 month old son to his enemies as the tarop tim, the peace child. A 
member of the Haemans presented a child to the Sawis as well. There was one higher 
cultural value that treachery. It was the belief that if a man presented his son to an 
enemy then he could be trusted. As long as the son lived with his enemies, the peace 
was kept. The ceremony concluded with everyone in each tribe passing by and placing 
his hand on the peace child, pledging never to do violence against them to whom they 
gave their son.  

 
Richardson found his opening, his redemptive symbol through which to tell the 

gospel story. Just as Kaiyo in agony gave up his only son, so God gave His only beloved 
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Son. Jesus is God’s tarop tim, peace child. He died carrying to the grave the guilt of our 
sin, but is now alive forevermore. God has made peace with us through the cross, and 
had made a way for us to make peace with him when we accept the gift of forgiveness.  

 
As a postscript, when the Sawis found out that Judas had betrayed the tarop tim 

of God, he was no longer a hero. The worst thing one could do was to commit 
treachery against the peace child.  

 
Paul goes on to say that the significance of Christ’s peace offering transcends our 

individual, personal reconciliation with God, for Jesus will reconcile all things in one 
ultimate peace. May it be so!  

 
For our purposes this morning, we want to reframe our lives around the 

Preeminence of Jesus Christ as the last word about God, the last word about creation, 
and the last word about redemption. Our God is too small. But if we allow him to be as 
BIG as Paul portrays, the matters with which we dealing in life can take on their proper 
proportion. Or as it has been said, “Don’t sweat the small stuff, because most of it is 
small stuff.”  

 
I can think of no better summary of Paul’s description of Jesus in this passage 

than Brennan Manning’s word picture: “If I ask myself, “What am I doing walking 
around this planet? Why do I exist?”, as a disciple of Jesus I must answer, “for the sake 
of Jesus Christ.” If the angels ask, it is the same answer, “we exist for the sake of Jesus 
Christ.” If the entire universe were suddenly to become articulate, from north to south 
and east to west, it would cry out in a chorus, “we exist for the sake of Christ.” The 
name of Jesus would issue from the seas and mountains and valleys; it would be 
tapped out by the pattering rain. It would be written in the skies by the lightning. The 
storms would roar the name, “Jesus Christ”, and the mountains would echo back. The 
sun on it westward march through the heavens would chant a thunderous hymn, “the 
whole universe is full of Christ.” 
 
Discussion Guide: 

 
1. Is there a challenge you are facing that feels like it is bigger than you can believe 
God to handle in your life? What might that be and why do you think it is hard to trust 
God with this matter at the moment? 

 
2. What is that we can know about God from creation and through our internal sense of 
morality? 

 
3. What are the limitations of general or natural revelation for our knowledge of God?  

 
4. What is the amazing claim that Paul makes about the identity of Jesus Christ? (Col. 
1:15).  
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5. What is Christ’s relationship to creation according to Pastor Ogden? In what ways 
does Christ’s relationship with the created order impress you? 

 
6. If there is such a thing as the BIG BANG that brought the universe into being, what 
are the implications of this? How might this confirm the biblical picture of how the world 
was created?  
 
7. In the story of the “peace child” (tarop tim), how does the “peace child” become the 
redemptive analogy for what Christ has done for us?  

 
8. How does the immensity of Christ help reframe your life and therefore any 
challenges that you are currently facing?  


