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THE STORY 
Worship Arts Sunday: 2007 

 
Introduction: 
 
 “The dogma is the drama”, so writes Dorothy Sayers, a British lay 
theologian and mystery writer, first half of the last century. Sayers is saying that 
when we do our theology well we tell a story that is itself dramatic.   
 
 We recently lost one of the finest voices in the evangelical world in the 
person of Robert Webber. For 30 years he was a professor at Wheaton College 
and concluded his career for the last 7 years teaching at Northern Baptist 
Seminary. At the end of his career he was echoing Sayers call to return to the 
story of the Christian faith because there is nothing more compelling. He began 
to ask the provocative question, “Who gets to narrate the world?” Who gets to 
tell the world its story and interpret the meaning of our existence? 
 
  We live at a time when the Postmodernists are saying, there is no 
overarching story, we only have stories. Each one of us has our own meaning, 
but there is no supra-meaning. Yet, there are others voices who are competing 
for their story to be the story. There is radical Islam who says that everyone 
either willingly or with the threat of terror will submit to Allah and to Sharia law. 
If you have been following the best seller list of books, there are at least four 
book titles from an increasing strident and belittling atheistic voices who deride 
any religion, be it Islam, Christianity or what have you. The latest of these is 
entitled “God is Not Great, How Religion Poisons Everything”. Then there is the 
no. 1 bestseller, The Secret, that purports that if you just positively apply the law 
of attraction, the energy system that runs the universe, you will have all you ever 
wanted. 
 
 “Who gets to narrate the world?” On this Worship Arts Sunday, I can’t 
imagine a better thing to do than to tell the story. That is what the arts do. 
Whether it is through hymns, anthems, drama, poetry, dance or painting, it is all 
a medium to portray the dogma in a dramatic fashion. So in four parts, here is 
the story of that narrates the world from beginning to end. 
 
Origins (Genesis 1:31) 
 
 It all began in the mind of God. Before there was anything there was a 
fully, self-sufficient God in need of nothing. “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth,” Genesis 1:1 says. Then the Artist went to work and in 
his creativity he used his imagination to paint a portrait of a universe. As if 
flinging forth colors on a canvas, 6 times he says, “Let there be…and there was.” 
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“Let there be…Light, expanse of the heavens, water and dry land, lights in the 
sky, water teeming with living creatures, and the land producing livestock and 
wild animals. When he finished his work in these six days, the Lord paused and 
looked at what He had done, said, “It is good.” “I like what I see. Great work.”  
 
 But where was this all going? Why was this God creating? What motivated 
a God who needed nothing to bring this all into being? All of God’s creative 
powers were reaching a crescendo when it came to the second half of the sixth 
day. The formula for creation changed from “Let there be…and there was” to 
“Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.” This is the clue as to what all 
this creative activity is about. God is making humans who are qualitatively 
different from everything else he has made to this point.   
 
 But why is this God speaking in the plural? “Let us make man in our 
image. in our likeness…?” Who is this “us” and “our”? From the beginning we 
meet a God who speaks of himself as more than one. We know from the greater 
light of the New Testament that the plural refers to the One God who is Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Not three gods, but one being who is three persons. 
A mystery for sure.  
 
 But what does this tell us? Our God has been forever a being in 
fellowship, the first loving community. Out of the overflow and fullness of this 
circle love, the Godhead could not contain its joy. In fact, the 7th century John of 
Damascus, speaks of the perichoresis of God. God in a circle dance of love. The 
German mystic Meister Eckert said that God created out of the laughter of the 
Trinity. I think parents understand this. Lily and I in our first few years of 
marriage as children of the 60’s declared that we weren’t going to have children. 
We wanted to be free, not tied down, we said. Afterall, how can you bring child 
into a world living under the specter of a nuclear holocaust? Yet there came a 
time when this charade gave way to love. We wanted from our together love to 
have a being upon whom we could bestow that love. From love for love.   
 
 Why did God create? To allow humans beings to enjoy His love and to join 
the circle dance of the Trinity. To be baptized in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit is to have the circle open up and draw us in. There is so much love 
here He just had to share it. Everything in the first chapter of Genesis moves in 
the direction of the creation of human beings who reflect the image and likeness 
of God. Just as God is fundamentally a relational being, so we are made for 
relationship with God and each other, as male and female. Is it any wonder that 
you can summarize the law of God in two commands: Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighborhood as 
yourself. We were made for love.  
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 If you were to put Genesis 1 to the score of Tschaikovsky’s 1812 
Overture, the cannons would fire and the tympanis would roll, and the fire works 
light up the sky when God completed his work, “God saw all that he had made, 
and it was very good.” 
 
  
The Problem (Genesis 3:1-5) 
 
 What happened? It all started off with such joy and promise. “And God 
saw that it was very good.” Humans beings made from and for love.  
 
 Yet something has gone drastically wrong with this world. The image of 
God in humans has been gravely tarnished. Human history could be written from 
many angles, but the history of warfare seems to be predominate. We can’t 
seem to stop being at each other’s throat.  
 
 What’s the problem? All narrations of the world must address this. If the 
evolutionary philosophy gets to narrate the world the problem is the survival of 
the fittest. Certain gene pools adapt and survive, the strongest win out. Human 
beings treat each other the way they do because survival of the species is what 
governs all. Another narration goes like this: Society is the problem. People are 
simply the victims of larger social systems gone awry: it is corrupt government; it 
is lack of education; it is economic inequities. Correct these problems through 
social engineering of some sort and innocent human beings will get along. 
Marxism is the failed philosophy that comes from these roots. But the biggest 
story being told today in the Western world is a denial of the problem. Human 
beings are basically good. “I am OK. You’re OK.” Sure, “none of us is perfect”, 
we say. Even admitting our mistakes and faults is a way for us to keep on 
saying, “But I am a good person.” 
 
 Do any of these narrations explain what has become of us? Our story is 
that we were given a risky gift of freedom, which we humans abused. For God to 
create us out of and for love, he had to give us the ability not to love him. 
Catherine Marshall put it like this, “By giving humans freedom of the will, the 
Creator risked the daring experiment of giving us the freedom to make good or 
bad decisions, to live decent or evil lives, because God does not want forced 
obedience of slaves. Instead he covets the voluntary love and obedience of sons 
and daughters who love Him for Himself.” When I proposed to Lily I asked her, 
“Will you marry me?” Why? Because I wanted her to choose to love me. If I had 
come to her and said, “You will marry me!” I would be living alone. Love requires 
freedom, which can be abused. 
 
 Genesis 3 contains the ingenious story of what went wrong with humans. 
A serpent slips into the pristine harmony of the Garden of Eden, representing the 
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alternative to God. He slivers up side the woman and begins to twist the 
generosity of God who has given the original couple the entire garden from 
which to freely eat and graze, except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
It is all available to you, but that tree that is the knowledge that only God has is 
off-limits. Where do they hang out? It is like sitting a child in a room full of toys 
and telling them that one of the toys they can’t have because it is harmful. 
Temper tantrum follows.  
 
 Then the serpent says in the response to eating the forbidden fruit, “You 
are not going to die, God is just jealously guarding his position. Go for it. You too 
can be God.” Now we have come to the heart of the problem. We have 
committed high treason against the God of the universe. We attempted a coup in 
order to place ourselves on the throne. We have said, “I don’t trust You, move 
over, I want to be god.” 
 
 It all fell apart from there. Adam and Eve now were exposed in their 
nakedness and saw their shame for the first time. They hid from the holy God in 
whose presence they did not dare to stand. When confronted with what they had 
done, the blame placing began. The man said, “The woman you put here with 
me—she gave me some fruit”…it’s her fault. The woman wasn’t going to take the 
rap, “The serpent deceived me and I ate.” And the earth which had given up its 
produce willingly, now came to be at odds with the ones who were to rule it. In 
sweat and toil they would labor.  
 
 “The day you shall eat of it you shall surely die.” The relationship with the 
One who made man for love was severed.    
 
Redemption (II Corinthians 5:19) 
 
 In the face of this rebellion against God’s goodness and authority, what 
will He do? In spite of the pain of rejection, God keeps coming after us. The 
prophet Hosea, married to a whoring Gomer, captures so well the pathos of the 
parental heart of God’s love.  
 
 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I call my son. But 
the more I called Israel, the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the 
Baals, and they burned incense to images. It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
taking them in my arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. I led 
them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love…How can I give you up? 
How can I hand you over? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is 
aroused.” (Hosea 11:1-4, 8). 
 
 God’s narrative is a love story; it is one of loving pursuit of his rebellious 
children and He will not give up until we run into his arms. To accomplish this 
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God formed a people for Himself starting with Abraham as a demonstration of 
his covenantal faithfulness to them. God is a covenant making and covenant 
keeping God. Through Abraham, Moses, and David, he reaffirms, “I will be your 
God and you shall be my people.”  
   
 Why did God want a people for himself? Because it would be his foothold 
from which He would woo the world. The Hebrew people were to model two 
things: 1. They were to be a holy, set apart people, reflecting the character of 
the One they worshipped so that their life together would be marked by the Ten 
Commandments. They would be a beacon of difference to the rest of the 
world. 2. They would also declare the glory of God to the nations, and 
announce his fame to the ends of the earth. The Old Testament story is a sad 
one of unfaithful kings and stiff necked people who constantly forget who they 
are. So the Lord raised prophets sent to call wayward and forgetful people back 
to the covenant they had agreed to keep.  
 
 Yet it is the story of God saying, “I refuse to let you go.” All this was 
leading to His direct intervention onto this planet.  
 
 Through the Hebrew people would come God’s supreme gift. Prophets, 
priests and kings were only a foreshadowing of the time when God Himself 
would walk this planet in the form of Jesus Christ. Built into the annual Jewish 
festivals were practice like Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, when the high 
priest dared to enter the Holy Place and offer sacrifice for the sins of the nation 
or Passover, marked by the blood of the lamb on the doorpost of the homes as 
the sign of protection. Only a blood sacrifice would deal with the problem.  
 
 “The dogma is truly the drama.” Who could make up a story like this? God 
pursues to go so far as to become one of us? Our narration to the world is that 
we are “the visited” planet. We have had Deity leave his footprints on this soil. 
Jesus lived among as one not conscious of sin. Why? What was here to do? Paul 
says it, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” (II Cor. 5:19). We 
had incurred a debt so grave and large that we could never get the monkey of 
sin off our back. Only a perfect sacrifice would do. The innocent willingly paid the 
price for the guilt of the rebellious, by allowing himself to be nailed to a cross. 
John Stott catches this, “For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for 
God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man.” He paid 
in full the debt we owed. And he rose again from the dead, declaring victory has 
been won. Sin had been paid for and death had been defeated. Christus Victor 
rose in triumph paving the way to a glorious new kingdom and future. The love 
story was complete, Paul sums it up, “But God demonstrated [proved] his love 
for us, in while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”   
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 The good news is that for all who place their trust and confidence in 
Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice for them and turn away from their former way of 
life, the slate is wiped clean and a new heart of love is given. “For if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old is gone, the new has come.”  
 
 
Destiny (Revelation 21—22) 
 
 Redemption means that we have been bought with a price, now our life is 
not our own. If someone were to save you from certain death, you would live 
the rest of your life in gratitude never able to do enough to express your thanks.  
 
 Since Jesus is our redeemer, now and forevermore, we set our compass 
to his true north. We are Christ followers. This is our identity, first and foremost. 
In every place we find ourselves whether it is among God’s people, our places of 
employment, our homes, the sidelines of our children’s sporting activities, with 
our neighbors, we are fundamentally followers of Jesus. As one of our members 
puts it, “I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, masquerading as a furniture salesman.”  
 
 We can live this way only if we allow the very spirit of Jesus to take us 
over. What is a Christian? One who has invited the Holy Spirit to take up his 
inhabitance in the home of our life. Once the Holy Spirit takes over the home of 
our life he intends to knock down some walls and throw up additions. To use C. 
S. Lewis’s image, you thought the Lord might want a nice quaint place to inhabit, 
but he is building a castle because the king has moved in. The Holy Spirit’s job is 
to take over and remove the old nature that lived in rebellion against God and 
work into our character the delicious fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
gentleness, faithfulness, goodness, kindness and self-control.  
 
 This King has a purpose for your life in his kingdom. Not only does he 
want to Christlikeness, but he wants you to be useful to his kingdom. He has a 
call or claim on your life to be a part of building His kingdom on earth. Jesus rose 
from the dead, ascended to His Father, sent the gift of the Holy Spirit, because 
he intended to build a new kingdom of love alongside and then to eventually 
overthrow this kingdom of darkness. A fifth column is being formed and a secret 
government is being established. It is the kingdom of God, of which the church is 
a primary expression. We are a part of this invasion force.  
 
 We are called to find our purpose and place in the church so as to fulfill 
the call that God has placed on each of our lives. We never live out our faith 
alone. We have been saved into a community of believers. There is no following 
Christ apart from his people. We have a mission to take his transforming gospel 
to those near us and have a purposeful impact for his kingdom work.  
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 Where is all of this headed? What is our destiny? For those who have 
placed their trust in Christ the Victor over sin and death, we await the time when 
we will assume our resurrection bodies. The greatest promise ever offered was 
when Christ said, “I go to prepare a place for, and if I go to prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am, you will be also.” 
The death we will all inevitably face has been turned into a glorious face to face 
welcoming by the One who gave His life for us.  
 
 The blessed hope is that Jesus Christ will come just as his left and 
descend with a shout, and pull the curtain down on history. All of it ends at the 
feet of Jesus. For some this will be the moment of greatest fright. For Jesus will 
give them their wish to live apart from Him for eternity. For those who have 
loved his appearing, this will be the moment of greatest pleasure for we will see 
Him as He is and we will become all that we were ever intended to be for we will 
be able to contain the glory of God. 
 
 Then we will witness the creation of a new heaven and a new earth. “For 
the kingdoms of this world will have become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.” “There will be no death, or 
mourning, or crying and pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
There will no need for a sun or moon to shine, for the glory of God will the light 
and the Lamb of God its lamp. Maranatha, Lord come, quickly.  
 
 The curtain of history will be drawn down and the drama will be complete. 
Who gets to narrate the world? Who gets to tell the story of our origins, our 
problem, our redemption and our destiny? We have the greatest story ever to 
tell. Does the world really know it? Let’s use every means at our disposal, hold 
up all the arts as the way to bring home the message to our mind, our heart, our 
emotions, and our senses. “Truly, the dogma is the drama.”  
  
 
  
 
  


