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TESTIFY TO GOD 
How to Witness to Life-Changing Love 

Text: John 9:1-25 
 

The Need for Testimony – A Verbal Witness 
 
There is no role we play in life that is more glorious in its impact, than to be a WITNESS 
of Christ’s life-changing love.  To be able to WALK with people as Jesus did… to be 
able to INVITE someone to come and see the goodness of God and his plan and power 
for living… this is quite simply the most noble and influential role that any of us will ever 
get to play in life.   
This morning, I want to reflect with you on the “T” in WITNESS.  “W” is for “Walk.”  “I” is 
for “Invite.”  “T” is for “Testify.”    
 
The Apostle John says of the Prophet John: “He came as a WITNESS to testify 
concerning [the] light, so that through him all… might believe.”1 John later says of 
Jesus: “The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life, [Who] was with the Father and has appeared to us.”2  The message 
here is that God has chosen to use the testimony –that is, the verbal witness -- of 
particular people to help others develop a relationship with Him that affects their life 
here and for all eternity. 
 
Now, when you hear the word TESTIFY in connection with the word WITNESS, I hope 
you will immediately think of those words in the courtroom sense.  We live in a world in 
which Christ and Christianity are always on trial, just as they were before the Jewish 
and Roman leaders when Jesus first came.  In this context there is a profound need for 
verbal testimony of various kinds. 
 

Three Kinds of Testimony 
 
Some people need to hear what I would call Expert Testimony. They need to meet a 
defense lawyer like the Apostle Paul, someone who can make the intellectual case for 
the existence of God, the divinity of Christ, and the genius of the biblical worldview.  
This is a role modeled today by Lee Strobel, Josh McDowell, or Rick Warren.  The need 
for this kind of witness is why we’re looking into sponsoring Christian worldview training 
next Fall and why I hope you’ll come when Chuck Colson speaks with us later this 
Spring.  It is why I preached a series last year on the Purpose-Driven Life and a Lenten 
series on “What Do You Make of Jesus?”  The fact is that some people are wired in 
such a way that they will never come to Christian faith until they see the logic and 
coherence of the big picture and purposes of life as God has made it. 
 
In the courtroom of contemporary culture, there is also a great need for what I might 
term Evangelistic Testimony.  Some people need to meet a prosecutor like the Apostle 
Peter, someone who lays out the spiritual case and issue a compelling call that helps 
unhang their inner jury and render a verdict for Jesus.  This is why people like Billy or 
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Ann Lotz Graham or Greg Laurie or Bill Hybels or Bright remain such valuable models 
in our time.  It’s why we offer the Alpha course here and support evangelical mission 
around the world.  I’ll close this Lenten series the way I will because some people will 
never accept the gift Jesus offers until someone passionately and poignantly lays out 
the spiritual facts and calls the question for them.   
 
As important as the expert and evangelistic approaches remain, there is also a third 
kind of testimony desperately needed in our day.  You see, there are some people who 
will always be able to come up with objections to intellectual arguments for Christian 
faith.  There are those who have an airtight defense against the kind of spiritual case 
offered by the scintillating speaker or polished evangelist.  An increasing number of 
people in our time are not so much asking is Christianity intellectually credible or is it 
spiritually compelling, but “Does Christ make any practical difference to individuals 
now?  Are Christians for real?  Is Christianity genuinely good?”   
 
How we communicate a helpful answer to those questions is what we’re going to go 
after together in these next couple of weeks. What I want to underline today is that part 
of your witness that has much less to do with superior logic or spiritual eloquence than it 
does with simple, humble testimony.  There are people you know whose lives will be 
opened to God not by a defender of the faith or a prosecutor of the gospel but by 
someone like you who gets up from one of the chairs in the spectator part of the 
courtroom and takes your place in the witness box.  They need to hear what I will call 
Experiential Testimony. 
 

One Man’s Journey from Darkness to Light 
 
A blind man once sat by a roadside, begging.  Bartimaeus had suffered a lot through life 
and probably had more questions than answers.  On this day, however, he heard a 
Voice speak to Him and then touch his eyes with something warm and wet. “Go wash 
in the Pool of Siloam,” the Voice said.  Though it was a leap of crazy faith for a blind 
man to stumble in the direction of a pool, he did so on this day, and life for him began to 
change.  
 
What began as a risky step of trust and obedience became an experience Bartimaeus 
couldn’t deny.  “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes.  
He told me to go… So I went and washed, and then could see."  Although he could 
have chosen to explain this phenomenon in purely medical terms, Bart chose to give a 
spiritual interpretation to his experience.  When interviewed about what happened, he 
credited it to the work of a “prophet.”  Eventually, this understanding starts to redefine 
his sense of identity.  When the Pharisees interrogate him, he later asks, “Oh, do you 
want to become his disciple too?” 
 
This rising sense of discipleship doesn’t mean that Bart has all the answers.  The 
Pharisees say, “we know [Jesus] is a sinner.”  The man replies, “Look, whether he 
is a sinner or not, I don’t know.”  But then he offers a word of testimony that has 
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become one of the most famous statements in all of Christianity and an example to 
witnesses in every age: “One thing I do know, I was blind and now I see.”   
 

Practicing Experiential Testimony 
 
For many of us, the journey from spiritual darkness to the light works in a similar way – 
and exposing this pathway to others is the essence of experiential testimony.  For some 
reason, we often undervalue the way God has led us to His light.  We feel as if testifying 
to the Christian faith must always involve reciting intellectual concepts or evangelistic 
formulas.  If you get on a WITNESS stand in a court of law, however, and start to talk 
about anything other than what you have personally seen, heard, touched, or done, 
what does the opposing counsel likely to say?  “Objection, your honor, hearsay.”  The 
judge then instructs the jury to ignore the witness. 
 
It’s my belief that the Christian witness would get ignored less frequently if we simply 
talked more often about the path that has led us this far in our faith.  Like Bartimaeus, 
we do not need to have all the answers.  We simply have to take hold of and testify to 
the few things we know.  Permit me to suggest just four ideas that might help us do that. 
 
First of all, make a list of all the experiences you’ve had in life which you’ve come to 
recognize as spiritually significant – as signs of God’s grace or truth touching your life.  
Maybe it was the time you looked into the face of a baby or some other wonder and 
somehow knew that you were encountering something transcendent.  Perhaps you 
were remarkably delivered from a crisis or failure or you sensed an invisible Presence 
with you in the midst of some darkness that somehow made that wilderness bearable or 
holy even though you weren’t delivered from all of its pain.  Maybe it was a chain of 
events too remarkable to be a coincidence and which you’ve come to see as a God-
incidence.  Perhaps it was a time when you heard a spoken message about grace or 
calling or truth or love that reverberated in the very depths of your being, so that you just 
knew that it wasn’t a something but a Someone touching you there, changing you.   
 
Secondly, identify some of the risky steps of commitment you’ve taken in the direction of 
God’s Voice and what happened as a result.  Think of some of the Pools of Siloam 
you’ve stumbled toward.  Maybe you stepped out on God’s call to do good to or forgive 
an enemy.  Perhaps you sensed God’s call to befriend a particular person or move 
somewhere.  Maybe you acted on a leading to give more or to speak less or to stand 
still and wait.  It could be that you responded to what you felt was God’s prompting to 
join a particular group or community of believers or to lend your gifts to a particular 
cause.  Make a record of those times when you went to the Pool as you were instructed, 
and what happened when you got there or were going there.   
 
Thirdly, jot down some of the stories or teachings or acts of Jesus or God in the Bible 
that have turned on the lights for you.  Do you have a favorite parable of Jesus?  Is 
there a verse or passage that has really spoken to you?  Can you think of an encounter 
the Lord had with someone in Scripture that sticks in your mind?  Ask yourself: Why is 
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this important to me?  How has it opened my eyes?  Try to put it into simple, personal 
words. 
  
Then, here is the key part: Start looking for opportunities to testify to these experiences 
of God more regularly with people.  If you’ve walked with people long enough and 
shown a real interest in knowing what spiritual questions or longings, what turning 
points or religious experiences they have had, there will come a natural moment when it 
won’t feel awkward to say:  “If you’re ever interested, I’d be open to telling you about my 
own spiritual journey.”  Or “Some time ago, I started to pay more attention to the 
spiritual side of my life and this is what happened…”  Or “I heard this really helpful idea 
at Church yesterday…” Or “What you’re saying reminds me of something Jesus once 
said…”3 Or, maybe, in a letter to a child or grandchild or special friend you say: “I don’t 
see you often enough, so I just want to put these thoughts in writing for you…”  
 
An ambitious young man once asked an experienced salesman for the secret of his 
success.  The salesman said:  “There’s no great secret, you just have to jump at every 
opportunity that comes along.”  The young man replied:  “But how can I tell when an 
opportunity is coming?”  “You can’t” said the veteran.  “You just have to keep jumping.”   
 
Many years ago, someone kept jumping in the presence of a self-confessed atheist, 
then a journalist with the Chicago Tribune.  Finally, it got him on the road to the Pool of 
Siloam.  “How can I tell you the difference God has made in my life?” this man ultimately 
wrote. “My daughter Allison was 5 years old when I became a follower of Jesus, and all 
she had known in those five years was a dad who was profane and angry. I remember I 
came home one night and kicked a hole in the living room wall just out of anger with life.  
I am ashamed to think of the times Allison hid in her room to get away from me.  5 
months after I gave my life to Jesus Christ, that little girl went to my wife and said, 
"Mommy, I want God to do for me what he's done for Daddy."  At age 5! What was she 
saying?  She'd never studied the [evidence regarding the truth of the Bible].  All she 
knew was her dad used to be this way… But more and more her dad is becoming this 
way.  And if that is what God does to people, then sign her up.  At age 5 she gave her 
life to Jesus.  God changed my family.  He changed my world.  He changed my 
eternity.”4   
 
How about you?  How has Christ’s touch, his instructions, his example, changed you?  
Testify to that experience will you?  It may help someone still blind start to see. 
                                                 
1 John 1:7 
2 1 John 1:2 
3 Thanks for these suggestions to Brian McLaren, More Ready Than You Realize, pp. 172-73 
4 Lee Strobel, author and  teaching pastor at Saddleback Church, Lake Forest, California, from sermon "The Case 
for Christ." 


