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THE SEASON’S REASON 
Make Ready (Part 3) 

Text: John 1:1-14 
 

The Battle Over Christmas 
 
Two shoppers stood looking into a department store window at a large display of the 
manger scene.  It was decked out with clay figures of the baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
and the others. One of the shoppers remarked with disgust:  “Will you look at that?  Now 
the church is trying to horn in on Christmas!” 
 
There are more than a few people who feel like this these days, and even fewer 
department stores willing to risk that response.  One of our church’s elders was trying to 
arrange for some client Christmas gifts at a leading department store this month.  When 
he requested that the clerk put “Merry Christmas” on the gift cards, he was asked: “Are 
you sure you want to do that, sir?  A lot of people are just putting ‘Happy Holidays’ or 
‘Seasons’ Greetings’ on their cards.  It’s, you know, more inclusive.”   
 
I recently read an article by an atheist who said: “I am sick and tired of [all that] "JESUS 
IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON" and "KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" [stuff].  It 
is moments like this that confirm my suspicion that most Christians are a bunch of 
illiterate [idiots].  If one of them even took a moment to read something else besides the 
bible, they would find out that the original reason for the season is the Winter Solstice.”1 
 
Strong feelings fly this time of year and they seem especially strong right now.  The 
Chicago Tribune recently reported that thefts of figures from nativity scenes were way 
up this year.2  Court battles have raged over whether someone can even post a 
menorah or manger on public property.  Evening talk shows feature smug or outraged 
people on almost every side of the issue.  Whatever one believes, there is a crying need 
for less ranting and more reasoning amidst this season.  And this is what I want to talk 
about this morning.   
 
The Bible teaches that there were two people especially close to the meaning of 
Christmas.  One of them was the Apostle John, whose introduction to the gospel we 
read a moment ago.  The other was a man called Peter.  The Apostle Peter lived in a 
time of many competing worldviews.  He took it for granted that not everyone would see 
life the way that followers of Jesus would.  If you are a follower, said Peter in one of his 
letters, your first responsibility is not to bludgeon others with your beliefs or take offense 
that they do not share them.  Your first job is to “set apart Christ as Lord in your 
hearts.”  It is to live in such a way that Christ will be proud of you and others will be 
made curious by your character. 
 
As that happens, people will naturally inquire about your beliefs.  Then, says Peter, 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
REASON for the hope that YOU have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”3 
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This is what I want to do this morning.  With gentleness toward all and respect for those 
who differ, I want to suggest the reason for the hope that some of us hold.  I’d like to 
unpack before we go several senses of what Christians consider the Season’s Reason. 
 

The Hope of Pagans, Jews, and Greeks 
 
Let me say at the outset, the atheist I quoted earlier has got this part right: This season 
existed long before Christians came along.  As long as 5,000 years ago, primitive 
humanity saw that in late December there came a crucial turning of the seasons.  Most 
of us know that because of the tilt of the Earth’s axis, the sun is at its lowest arc in the 
sky around December 22.  Daylight is at its shortest and darkness its longest. From 
then on the days grow longer and brighter till Spring finally comes.   
 
From before record history, various cultures have marked this turning.  They called it the 
Solstice.  The word literally means “sun standing still.”  Pagan humanity feared that the 
sun would go still and that the night would overtake them completely. For this reason, 
they built astronomically-oriented structures to calculate when the Solstice had come. 
They held winter festivals at these places, trying to entreat or compel the Sun to come 
back to them, or to anaesthetize themselves in case it didn’t. 
 
The place we call Stonehenge is the most famous of these sites, but similar structures 
have been found all over the world.4  They are monuments to humanity’s primal fear – 
still at work today -- that the Universe is heartless and unpredictable and that it is up to 
us to try to bribe or wrestle it into submission.  In the face of this reality, some believe 
that all we can do is try to build our temporary shelters, milk as much pleasure out of life 
as we can in our brief span of years, and protect our own.  It’s the secular spirit of 
Christmas. 
 
Somewhere between 3 and 4,000 years ago, however, there arose a people who came 
to a different conclusion about the nature of life.  They asserted that at the center of the 
Universe is not vagary and accident but virtue and reason. The ancestors and leaders 
of the Hebrew people, as they came to be called, claimed to have heard the Word of a 
Being of unimaginable greatness and stunning goodness.  God’s Word was life to the 
Israelites.  It was by his Word that God had called Creation into existence.  It was by his 
Word that God laid out moral laws that advanced the people’s health and justice.  By his 
Word, God freed them from slavery, guided them in the wilderness, led them into the 
promised land, and brought them back from exile.  And by his Word, God said his Light 
would go out from Israel to all the nations of this Earth. 
 
Interestingly enough, some of that Light spilled into the minds of some people living a 
continent away in Greece.  The Greeks of that period were arguably the most 
intellectually sophisticated culture ever to arise on this planet.  They had their share of 
superstitious religions on one side and arrogant humanism on the other, but a few 
luminous figures rose up who posited a higher view of reality.  Plato, Aristotle, and 
several other philosophers came to the conviction that the intricacy and order of this 
world could not have happened by itself.  They advanced the idea that everything that is 
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had come into being through the action of a rational force they called the “Logos.”  It 
was the “Logos” that filled human imagination and was unfolding itself in human history.  
It was the “Logos” that held all things together.  One of the Greek philosophers said that 
it is in the “Logos” that “we live and move and have our being.”  To understand the 
“Logos” was to understand life’s ultimate truth. 
 

The Season’s Reason 
 
With all this background, then, let me cut to the chase.  When the Apostle John wrote 
his version of the gospel or “good news,” he brought the Jewish hunger for the “Word of 
God” together with the Greek pursuit of the “Logos” together with the Pagan longing for 
the “Light” which illumines life.  And then, John went one step further.  He claimed that 
all these yearnings found their answer in One person.  The great hope of pagans, Jews, 
and Greeks alike has now come to earth, says John, and is accessible to everyone. 
 
This is why when Christians speak of Jesus as the Season’s Reason, they are NOT 
trying to say that they own December, so you’d better stop your pagan festivities, and 
slide over your Jewish Menorah, and suspend your Greek brain, because we’re coming 
through.  If we Christians are giving that impression anywhere, we need to ask for 
forgiveness and repent of those ways.  No, here is what Christians at their best ARE 
saying and the Apostle John helps us remember it.  

First of all, we are saying that Jesus is the reason for all the seasons.  Whether we 
recognize it or not, all of life came from someplace.  Whether we think about it or not, 
something is holding all the matter in this Universe together.  Whether we are lost in 
wonder over it or not, something has sown a mathematical order and a magnificent 
beauty into the very nature of life.  And the Apostle John is saying: “This something is 
actually a Someone. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  Jesus is the 
divine Logos.  He is the Source of all the substance and the seasons of life.  He is the 
One in whom we live and move and have our being, whether we recognize him or 
receive him or not. 

But He is more than that.  Jesus is also the light of reason we need in the midst of the 
darkest seasons of our times.  We all understand that we are living in a rather unusual 
season of history, don’t we?  What is going on when someone steals a baby from a 
mother’s womb?  What kind of pressure are people living under that they plant a carving 
knife in their brother because he criticized the way he was carving the Thanksgiving 
turkey?  On a less sober note, what sort of season is this world in when you can read 
this actual department store advertisement and not think we’ve gone a little bit crazy.  
The ad read: "Make this Christmas one you will not soon forget – charge everything!" 
 
Sometimes, we can get to feeling like those who celebrated the Winter Solstice long 
ago.  Maybe we should just party it up now, because for all we know it might be even 
darker tomorrow.  And then we take a look at the life of Jesus and see the bright sanity 
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and health of his way.  We see how he remained faithful when those around him were 
failing.  We watch his amazing ability to do good to those who persecuted him.  We see 
him stooping to serve, and pouring himself out in love.  We see the clarity of his purpose 
and the beauty of his way. 
 
We wonder how our world might change if more of us walked in his steps.  We hear of 
people who’ve found in his fellowship the strength to go a second mile, to get up after 
they’ve fallen.  We learn of marriages renewed and kids helped and hope rekindled and 
a sense of purpose in life restored.  And the words of the Apostle start to make sense: 
“In him was life, and that life was the light of humanity. The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has never overcome it.” 
 
Jesus is the reason for all our seasons.  He is the light of reason amidst the madness of 
our time.  And finally, Jesus is the reason for the season of grace we are in.  Do you 
ever think about that?  Do you ever ponder the grace under which we are now living?  
John says: “Jesus was in the world, and though the world was made through him, 
the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 
 
I say it again: Do you ever think about the patience of God?  C.S. Lewis once asked, 
why did Jesus come as he did the first time he came?  If he really is who he claimed to 
be –- the Lord of the Universe -- why did he come as a child instead?  “Why did God 
land in this enemy-occupied world in disguise and start a sort of secret society?  Why 
did He not land in force, invading it?  Was he not strong enough?”  
 
Lewis goes on to answer his own question.  “Christians,” he says, “know that God is 
going to land in force; ‘though we do not know when.  But we can guess why He is 
delaying: He wants to give us the chance of joining His side freely… God will invade…  
When that happens, it is the end of the world.  When the author walks on to the stage 
the play is over.”  Let’s hope that before then, each of us and those we love will have 
recognized the reason for the season we’re in. 
                                                 
1 www.valleyskeptic.com/xmas 
2 “Mangers Are Turning Up Empty,” Chicago Tribune, December 16, 2004. 
3 1 Peter 3:15 
4 www.candlegrove.com/solstice 


