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Introduction to Job 

 
As we pick up the Bible storyline today, we do so with a book that intersects our lives at 
a point where, frankly, most of us have a lot more question marks than answers.  The 
Book of Job, isn’t the next book in the Bible’s table of contents.  That would be the 
Second Book of Samuel and we’ll come back to it next week.  The Book of Job doesn’t 
even fall chronologically next.  Most scholars believe that the story it describes comes 
from a narrative dating back to a time even before Abraham, the great father of the 
Hebrew and Arab people.  
 
The setting of the story isn’t even from the lands we’ve been walking through thus far.  
The “Land of Uz” lies somewhere over the rainbow of kingdoms we’ve been studying 
– possibly in Arabia to the South or in Syria to the north.  But that doesn’t matter, 
because the circumstances this book describes are ones which intersect the storyline of 
every people who’ve ever lived.  Sooner or later, all of us find ourselves in “Uz,” and the 
question becomes how we face the Mystery that meets us there.  As we prepare to 
read from the Scriptures together, let’s bow before God… [Prayer of Illumination] 
 

The Wizard of Uz 
 
1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons 
and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand 
camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large 
number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the 
East. 
 
Are you getting the picture so far?  On a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 equals a nearly 
perfect person and 1 equals anybody on the Green Bay Packers (!), what is Job?  That’s 
right.  He’s a ten. Job “was blameless,” which is shorthand for saying that not even 
the other party could find a blemish in his record to pick on.  He was “upright,” which 
means that he consistently stood up for what was right.  He “feared God,” which is 
the Bible’s way of saying that he reverenced God deeply.  And Job “shunned evil,” 
which is to say that not only did Job not surf questionable websites or channels, he 
blocked that kind of content from even getting close to him.  
 
We’re told in verse 5 that Job even performed sacrifices to make sure that his kids 
stayed right with God, and that “this was Job’s regular custom.”  It had to have 
been difficult to make this a priority, because Job had major responsibilities.  Like the 
best servant in Jesus’ parable of the Talents, God had entrusted to faithful Job a 
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phenomenal JOB. He was caring for a huge family, a big business, “and a large 
number” of employees.  But the implication is that Job used all of it to honor God.  He 
was the Wizard of Uz, only if you could pull back his curtain and see into his heart, 
you’d discover that Job was even greater on the inside than he looked on the outside.  
This is what the Bible really means when it says that Job “was the greatest man 
among all the people of the East.”    
 

Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? 
 
That’s why it is so hard to understand what happens next. Job 1:6 describes a 
conversation in heaven between God and Satan.  At the time this story was written, the 
Hebrews don’t yet think of Satan as God’s arch-enemy.  They view him as merely a 
contrarian angel, a member of a team of rivals (as it were), someone just trying to 
sharpen God’s administration.   
 
As the conversation goes, God names Job as a great example of what human beings 
can actually become, even in a fallen world.  Satan responds by saying what Jesus later 
underlines in Luke 6:33, “If you do good to those who are good to you, what 
credit is that to you?  Even 'sinners' do that.”  That’s true, isn’t it?  It’s the grace 
we show under pressure that exhibits the true content of the grape.  So Satan 
challenges God: “Let’s just see how good Job is toward you when he is no longer 
enjoying all the good you’ve dealt him.”  “Stretch out your hand and strike 
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  And God accepts 
the challenge, granting Satan license to have his way with Job’s wealth and 
relationships.  
 
Here, of course, is where many start to struggle with this text.  We all understand that 
into every life some rain must fall.  We accept, I think, that God allows a certain 
amount of pain as the necessary consequence of free will or of life in a universe with 
consistent physical laws.  We certainly grasp that some pain is good because it drives 
us to take our hand from the hot stove or to work to change unjust conditions.  The 
story of Job, however, takes the subject to a whole new level.  This is a GOOD man, 
actually a GREAT man.  And, if you’ve read on in the story, then you know that what 
subsequently happens to him is just SO BAD.   
 
Job’s entire stock of oxen, donkeys, and camels are stolen by raiders.  His servants are 
slaughtered trying to protect them.  Lightning kills his sheep.  A tornado sweeps in off 
the desert and collapses the house where all Job’s children are celebrating Thanksgiving 
and not one of them survives.  It is a cascade of tragedy of, shall we say, biblical 
proportions. Satan, however, doesn’t think that’s enough to prove his point, so he 
pleads for God to allow him to go after Job himself.  God lets him afflict Job with 
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stinging boils from the bottom of his feet to the scalp on his head. The pain and misery 
are horrific.  
 
As if this is somehow not enough, the only people left in his life become a further 
source of agony.  Job’s wife tells him to “curse God and die.”  Ah, the sweet comfort 
of a spouse!  At first, Job’s friends do just the right thing.  They simply sit in silence 
with him for seven days, sharing the pain. But, then, the well-meaning speeches start.  
They torment Job with assertions that he’s failing in his piety and positive attitude.  
They tell him that perhaps he’s not praying hard enough for relief or should regard his 
suffering as God’s discipline. Eventually, Job’s friends wind up blaming him outright for 
his ills, branding him as wicked. If you want a lesson on what NOT to say to someone 
enduring tragedy, just study the words of Job’s “comforters.”  It’s the Grief Support 
Group from Hell. 
 
But that begs the shrieking question marks in all of this: Why do such bad things 
happen to such a good person?  Why doesn’t God put a stop to it?  Does God play 
games with people, as this story seems to suggest?  Is he like some cruel kid, holding a 
magnifying glass over human ants, to see how they squirm or how long it takes for 
them to burn?  It can feel that way sometimes.  Or is it possible that we are simply 
being given in the story of Job a chillingly realistic video of the extent of the agony that 
evil would inflict upon humanity if it were left totally unchecked by God’s outstretched 
hand? 
 
Even if you accept that a portion of the crushing circumstances people undergo have 
the benevolent result of demonstrating our need of God, or of displaying what we’re 
really made of, or maybe of serving to ferment our character in some way, it still 
doesn’t remove the most practical and personal question mark.  The question is: when 
really bad things happen to very good people – and even to those of us who are not – 
what do we do? 
 

So What Do We Do? 
 
Let me suggest, in closing, four constructive steps we might take – and the first two we 
learn from Job’s model.  It’s fascinating, I think, that as imperfect as were Job’s 
comforters, he didn’t shoot them.  He wanted to at times, but he kept opening the door 
to them. On the night in which he faced mortal and spiritual agony, Jesus of Nazareth 
did the same. His friends weren’t sure what he needed, so he specifically told his 
disciples what form of comfort would help. Just stay here and keep watch with me, 
Jesus said. As many of you know, they failed him in this.  But Jesus kept asking, and 
history shows that at least one of them, the Apostle John, was finally there at the foot 
of the Cross in the end.  We have been created for community.  There is something 
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about suffering shared that is always better than suffering alone.  What do you need to 
ask for and from whom?  What are others asking for and how can you give it?  The 
FIRST constructive step to take in the face of suffering is to keep reaching out to other 
people.   
 
SECONDLY, keep reaching out to God too, no matter how messy that gets. At the start 
of his trials, Job showed an absolutely amazing capacity for trusting surrender at best, 
or tidy stoicism at worst?  “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the 
name of the Lord be praised… Shall I accept good from God, and not 
trouble?” he said.  It’s remarkable to see someone who remains surrendered or stoic 
like that.  But if that is where a person stops, either she is not really suffering or she is 
not really sincere.  Even Jesus cried, “Take this cup from me!” and “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” Eventually, Job did too.  One of the major 
reasons why this book has been revered for so many centuries is that Job is a 
championship ranter.  I’ve given you just two quotations here, but for the better part of 
thirty-seven chapters, Job puts explicit words around the agony of suffering, and the 
anguish of not having answers for it, and the ache of wanting it over.  He says what 
every suffering person feels but too few express openly.  What?  We think God doesn’t 
know it?  We think he can’t handle it?  We think he’ll be offended by it?  Does it ever 
occur to us that one of the reasons why God may allow suffering, is because it actually 
gets us talking to him, heart to heart?   
 
Which brings us to the really hard part, and it’s the first of the two things we learn not 
so much from Job as from God in this book.  Job asks God to explain himself and God 
ignores the question.  Instead, he turns around and asks Job a single question that 
goes on for four chapters. The question amounts to this: “Is there any possibility that 
you have forgotten that I am… actually… God… and that I know what I’m doing.”  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor writes: “It was as if a flea had insisted that the lion upon which it 
was riding stop – stop right now – and explain why the ride was so bumpy and hot.  
The flea roared and roared as loud as it could, never expecting to be heard, much less 
answered, until one day the lion turned around and roared right back, so that the flea 
saw itself reflected in both golden eyes at once.  Never mind what the lion said.  The 
lion turned around.  The lion roared back.  And that is enough for anyone to live on the 
rest of his life. If there is an answer to the problem of unjustified suffering in Job, then, 
it is only this: That for most of us, the worst thing that can happen is not to suffer 
without reason but to suffer without God – without any hope of consolation or rebirth.”1 
 
Where’s your hope?  Does it have to be in having all the answers?  Could we 
understand them, even if they were given?  You know, it is really quite amazing the 
way we find Job at the end of the book.  He still doesn’t know the reasons behind his 
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suffering.  He still bears its scars.  But he has repented of the need to have all the 
answers.  Job knows he has God and that God has him, and this is somehow going to 
be enough.  Can that be enough for you and me, at least for now? 
 
In his provocative book, The Shack, William P. Young recounts the story of a man 
named Mac who’s suffered an unthinkable loss that seems utterly senseless and 
hopeless and it is crippling his life.  One day, Mac receives an invitation to come to the 
shack in the woods where the tragedy happened, and there he is met by the Mystery 
who is God.  Listen to these words:   
 
“’Mackenzie.’  It was the voice of [God] again, especially gentle and tender. ‘You try to 
make sense of the world… based on a very small and incomplete picture of reality…  
You see pain and death as ultimate evils and [me] as the ultimate betrayer, or perhaps, 
at best, as fundamentally untrustworthy… [But] if you knew… that everything – the 
means, the ends, and all the processes of individual lives – is all covered by my 
goodness” – in other words, that it will all, finally, be redeemed and transformed into 
glory – “then while you might not always understand what I am doing, you would trust 
me.’”2   
 
How can we know that for certain?  In a world where bad things continue to happen to 
good people, how can we know the character of the One who holds the Universe in his 
hands?  The answer is: By looking at his hands.  The answer to the QUESTION is there 
in the MARKS.  If the Cross of Christ shows us nothing else, it conclusively 
demonstrates that if there were a way for God to suffer instead of you and me -- and 
still fulfill his perfect purposes -- he would do it.  He has done it.  For as C.S. Lewis 
reminds us and Job discovered, the final and most important thing we can do when bad 
things happen, is to remember that though this Lion on whom we travel is hardly tame, 
he is, above all, good.  And that will have to be enough, at least for now. 
 
                                                            
1 Barbara Brown Taylor, Home By Another Way (Cambridge MA: Cowley Publications, 1999), 166. 
2 William P. Young, The Shack: Where Tragedy Confronts Eternity (Newbury Park CA: Windblown Media, 
2007), 126. 


