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THE PRESENCE 
What Is The Holy Spirit All About? (Part 2) 

Text: John 14:15-31 
 

Introduction to the Scripture 
 
Roy L. Smith once said: “The major challenge in every Christian life is the achievement 
of power.  There is scarcely a day when we do not stand in dire need of spiritual 
reinforcements.  The pressures of modern life are so insistent, so sinister, that nothing 
less than divine aid enables us to measure up to the demands that inevitably will be 
made upon us. The failure of the modern church to give proper instruction in the matter 
of the Holy Spirit has resulted in a generation of powerless Christians -- individuals 
unable to hold out against the intense pressures of temptation, opposition, ridicule, and 
loneliness.” 
 
How is it with you in this regard?  Do you ever find yourself yearning for more spiritual 
power than you have today?  I am convinced that it can be ours.  I believe that every 
church can the sort of sub-station of heaven’s glory that the church of Acts was.  I 
believe that you and I can become even more incandescent Christians than we are at 
this moment.  I believe that we can each experience a greater inner warmth and outer 
influence than we have right now.  But to get to that place will mean learning much more 
than many of us currently know about the source of that power -- about this aspect of 
God that 93 times the scriptures call “the Holy Spirit.”1    
 
So, where do we start?  Well, it seems to me that we begin where Christians have 
always started -- with Jesus himself.  In our text for this morning, we’re given the 
opportunity to listen in as Jesus gives his followers their first real lesson in the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit.  [Read John chapter 14 at verse 15 and through verse 31] 
 

I 
 
To be perfectly frank, there is this part of me that has always felt a little cheated in this 
whole faith business.  I mean that I used to really envy those disciples who had the 
benefit of actually walking and talking with Christ.  I used to say:  “If only I could 
encounter Jesus as fully as those people back then, I just know my spiritual life would 
be better.  It’s just not fair that they had the chance to really be in the presence of God 
and you and I are stuck with just reading about him.” 
 
And then I really read closely one day what Jesus says here.   Did you catch it yourself?  
Jesus said, and I quote:  “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever.”  It was the word “another” that caught me by 
surprise.  You see, on first reading, I unconsciously translated the word “another,” as 
meaning “something of a different kind” -- you know, as in “second-best.”  I thought 
Jesus was saying, in effect:  “Sorry friends, I’m leaving the space-time continuum now, 
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but just so that you post-Ascension people won’t feel totally at a loss I’m asking God to 
give you a consolation prize.  Now, I won’t be around to teach you anymore, you 
understand, but I’ve arranged for a sub.  I know he’s on the wispy side, but he’s very 
nice and he tries real hard.  His name is the Holy Spirit.”   Can you understand the 
disappointment, if that’s what Jesus was saying here? 
 
I know now, however, that that is not what Jesus was saying at all and that there is 
absolutely no reason for disappointment.   This is the FIRST insight into the Holy Spirit I 
hope you’ll take with you today:  The coming of the Holy Spirit means that those who 
live after Jesus’ time on earth have it every bit as good as those who lived while he 
walked this earth.   You see, the word that Jesus uses here for “another,” doesn’t mean 
“something of a different kind.”  It means “Someone of the same kind.”  The best 
analogy I know of is what we call dihydrogen oxide.  As a liquid, it’s called water.  As a 
solid it’s called ice.  As a gas it’s called vapor.  But any way you meet it, it’s the same 
substance through and through – the stuff of life.  As the people of the early church 
came to know the Spirit, they realized that just as Jesus was “homo-ousias,” -- literally, 
“of the same substance” -- as the Father, so the Holy Spirit was of the same substance 
as Father and Son.  All three had the power to bring forth life.  I mean, how else do we 
explain the attitude of those at Pentecost?  Think about this for a moment, will you? 
 
Of all people, don’t you think these ones who had literally walked with Jesus would 
show some evidence of disappointment, if the God they met in the Spirit was anything 
less than the total equal of the Lord they’d known in the flesh?  But what we see in them 
instead on the day of Pentecost was a joy so intoxicating that some mistook them for 
drunk.  These people displayed the staggering delight appropriate to the discovery that 
their Master had not left them to a second-rate substitute.  God had returned to them 
with as much potency and particularity as they’d ever known when Jesus of Nazareth 
walked among them in the flesh. 
 

II 
 
But there was another reason for their joy and it is the SECOND insight into the nature 
and work of the Holy Spirit I hope you’ll remember from this lesson.  The coming of the 
Holy Spirit means that a believer is never without the real presence of God.   Jesus had 
said it to them on that night in which he was betrayed.  “I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Counselor, to be with you forever.”   Now, when he had said 
that to them, the disciples had no way of understanding what he meant.  They must 
have thought:  “Are you so idealistic, rabbi, that you’d don’t realize that sooner or later 
death separates us from everyone we love or who loves us?  Eventually, all we have left 
is a memory to cheer us – a mental image on which to hang our hearts.”   
 
But then came Easter and that encounter with Christ behind the locked doors of an 
upper room.  Then came the day of Pentecost when the presence of Christ thundered 
down upon them like a wave of grace.  They discovered that God was back, and now in 
a form that no Pilate or Pharisee could ever nail down or entomb them from again.  Oh, 
Rome might take their jobs or their homes; divorce might take their spouse; disease 
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might take their health; death might take their life or someone they loved.  But as the 
Apostle Paul penned in Romans 8:39: “nothing in all creation, could ever separate 
[them] from the love of God.” For Pentecost had made it clear that, through the reality 
of his Holy Spirit, God was totally present with them “forever.” 
 
Do you know that for yourself?  Do you understand that He’s here, right here, with you 
now?  If you are a believer, do you know that no matter what kind of triumph, tragedy, or 
trauma you’ll meet in days to come, nothing can separate you from Him?  If you’re an 
unbeliever, do you know that there is no place to which you can flee that the Holy Spirit 
of God can’t reach out to in order to find you and draw you unto himself? 
 
“Where can I go from your spirit, Lord?” asked King David, speaking for you in 
Psalm 139.  “Where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I take the wings of the 
morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall 
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.  If I say, ‘Surely the darkness 
shall cover me… even the darkness is not dark to you... For it was you who 
formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb... Your eyes 
beheld my unformed substance.  In your book were written all the days that were 
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed... I come to the end -- and I am 
still with you.” 
 

III 
 
Is that good news to you?  I hope it is.  The coming of the Holy Spirit means that we 
who live after Jesus’ time on earth can have a fellowship with Christ every bit as real as 
those who lived while he walked this earth.  The coming of the Holy Spirit means that a 
believer will never again be without the awesome presence of God.  If you feel deeply 
within yourself right now, many of you will recognize that there is a place in there where 
you are not alone and never will be alone no matter what comes.  But there’s one other 
thought I want to leave you with.  It’s the fact that the coming of the Holy Spirit means 
that you can find a sense of peace that you may have only dimly perceived in the past.   
At least that’s what Jesus was getting at on the night when he told all these things to his 
first disciples.  
 
You know, I think we tend to look for peace in all the large things of life.  We think we’ll 
have peace when the mortgage or the college expenses are finally paid off.  We believe 
we’ll have peace when the illness is cured, or when the pressure settles down, or when 
the extra pounds are shed.  We put our hope for peace in great changes or big 
solutions, but that’s not where Jesus said peace would be discovered.  In verse 27, 
Jesus says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  But the peace I give 
to you, is not as the world says peace will be found.” 
 
And then, to show his followers what he meant, Jesus did something profoundly simple 
and simply profound.  He broke off a piece of bread, and he raised up a cup of wine, 
and he told his disciples to pay close attention and to remember that act.  Centuries 
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later we’ve been tempted to turn that simple gesture into a stained-glass ritual.  Some 
Christians have behaved as if it was exclusively in that ceremony that the real presence 
of Christ could be known.  But I think it was just the opposite that Jesus intended.   
 
I think Jesus picked up the most common elements he could -- the sort of bread and 
wine that every family shared around the luncheon or dinner table.  He took those 
simple blessings  -- in the hope that these were among the few things we wouldn’t turn 
into religious rabbits’ feet or sacred museum pieces.  I think He chose something as 
substantial and commonplace as the elements of an ordinary meal because he wanted 
us to remember that by His Holy Spirit he would always be as close to us as the things 
we eat and drink.  He would be there not just in the religious rituals but in all the simple 
sacraments of everyday life -- in the smile or tears of a friend… in the compassion of a 
child… in the warmth of the sun on your face and the rain on your shoulders… in the 
melody of music that moves your soul… and the freedom of a Sunday afternoon… in 
each circle where even two or three of you gather in my name – “I am with you,” said 
Jesus.2   
 
You see, when you know that God is really with you -- not just through a distant 
substitute but in genuine substance… When you know that he is with you -- not just 
fleetingly or in your fantasies but forever… When you say with the Apostles -- “I believe 
in the Holy Spirit” -- then you start to find an uncommon peace amidst the common 
pieces of life.  You find a peace and confidence in simple encounters with the grace of 
God that not even the crosses of this world can take away.  Through the presence of his 
Holy Spirit, may that peace be yours as you come to this Table, and wherever you go in 
this week ahead -- in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 
                                                 
1 This includes only those passages where the phrase “Holy Spirit” is used.  Many dozens of more times the Bible 
uses the abbreviated term “Spirit” to refer to the presence and action of the third person of the Trinity. 
2 Matthew 18:20 


