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 This past Easter Sunday, Pastor Meyer implanted an unforgettable image 
in our minds that serves as a commentary on the human condition. What if you 
take beauty and genius out of its normal context and plant it in ordinary life, will 
anyone take notice? Dan recounted the story of a Washington Post experiment. 
The newspaper invited the world renown impresario, violinist Joshua Bell, to ply 
his trade in a bustling Washington D. C. subway station during the morning rush 
hour as people were hustling to work. Bell dressed in the garb of a typical street 
musician, even while he placed under his chin a 3.5 million dollar Stradivarius 
violin. He concertized for 43 minutes playing compelling time-tested pieces of 
classical music. Verdict? Place veiled beauty and genius in an unlikely place and 
appearance, and only the rarest human being will take notice long enough even 
to have their lives interrupted for a few seconds. Our ears are not attuned to the 
music. 
 
 Of course, the obvious point is—have we done the same thing with Jesus? 
Are our hearts so unattuned and our ears so tone deaf that we go through life 
and never hear the music that comes from another world? Do we just put our 
heads down and charge through life and miss what we have been put here for? 
My prayer since last Sunday has been that this image will be so seared into our 
brain by the Holy Spirit that every time we see a street entertainer that we will 
be arrested with the larger question—am I listening to the music that God has 
composed for my life? 
 
 It is in this light that is absolutely appropriate that we resume our year 
long theme of The Storyline. We have been tracing the biblical themes in survey 
fashion so as to catch the broad strokes God’s unfolding story that He is writing 
in human history. It just so happens that we come to the person of Jesus today 
who we are considering under the heading: No Ordinary Man. You can see from 
the texts of Scripture listed that we have a lot of territory to cover. What ties this 
material together is that this human being we know as Jesus the Christ was 
unlike any human being who has walked the earth for He literally is “out of this 
world.”  
 
 We come to the core issue upon which all of Christianity rests. Who is this 
person Jesus Christ? This is the great dividing point. Many are willing to accept 
Jesus as a great moral teacher, the highest ethical example, even the most 
influential figure in human history, but are not willing to cross the line to the 
truth which we confess in the Nicene Creed, that He is “very God of very God”?  
 One person who stumbled over the affirmation of Jesus’ divinity was a 
man by the name of Charles Templeton. Lee Strobel, who is Mission Fest speaker 
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on May 1st, recounts his story in the introduction to his book The Case for Faith: 
A Journalist Investigates the Toughest Objections to Christianity. In 1949 as Billy 
Graham was just coming to be known, Charles Templeton shared the stage and 
notoriety with Graham. They were early partners in the evangelistic enterprise. 
Templeton had had a dramatic conversion experience, rescued from a life of 
“sleazy strip joints”. For 4 years Templeton and Graham toured Europe 
alternating in the pulpit at public rallies. He founded a church that seated 1200 
people which the American Experience Magazine said, “Set a new standard for 
mass evangelism.”  
 
 Then for Charles Templeton doubts began to set in. Could he trust the 
ancient, pre-scientific book called the Bible? How could he square a belief in the 
goodness of God with the horrific pain of this world? He tried to pull Billy Graham 
into his doubts touting the intellectual honesty of his approach. As we know Billy 
Graham settled the issue of the trustworthiness of Scripture and of God. 
Templeton went in an entirely different direction. He not only left Billy Graham 
but he also left his faith and finally wrote a book entitled, Farewell to God: My 
Reasons for Rejecting the Christian Faith.  
 
 As Lee Strobel was putting together his book to address the strongest 
objections to Christianity he wanted to meet with Charles Templeton to hear 
about his journey first hand. He made his way to Toronto, Canada to meet with 
a man now at the age of 83 was suffering from the early stages of Alzhiemer’s. 
Templeton recounted to Strobel what he considered to be the irreconcilable 
incongruity of a good God and a cruel world. Then Strobel got to the heart of the 
matter, Jesus Himself. Strobel asked, “Do you believe that Jesus ever lived?” “No 
question”, replied Templeton. Then Strobel asked the core question, “Did Jesus 
think he was God?” Templeton shook his head, “That would have been the last 
thought that would have entered his mind.”  
 
 There is the challenge. Not only do we think that He is God, but did Jesus 
think that He was God? This leads us to the heart of the matter this morning. 
How can we demonstrate from Jesus himself that he thought that he was God? 
Really? The thought never entered his mind? I would propose that on almost 
every page of the New Testament you are left asking yourself the question, 
“Who does Jesus think He is anyway, God or something?” 
 
 I want to attempt to demonstrate that Jesus was No Ordinary Man by 
building our reflections around one verse. At the very conclusion of what is called  
the Sermon on the Mount recorded in Matthew 5-7, there is a postscript, “When 
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Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at this teaching, 
because he taught as one who had authority, and not at their teachers of the 
law” (Matthew 7:28-29). 
 
 “He taught as one who had authority.” Like Joshua Bell he was beauty 
and genius out of place. His flesh veiled his incarnate deity to paraphrase the 
Christmas hymn, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”  
 
 Jesus’ authority was not based upon the usual attributes that gives a 
human being authority. There are different kinds of authority. 
 
 There is coercive authority. This is authority based upon raw power that 
can compel other human beings to obey either at the point of a gun or simply by 
those higher up in the hierarchy pulling rank.   
 
 There is knowledge authority. These are the subject matters experts with 
credentials after their names in the form of letters like PhD., MD., that say they 
have mastered certain content. We reference them in footnotes. 
 
 There is moral authority. These are people who occupy the moral high 
ground and command respect because they have paid a high price to be true to 
their convictions. Moral authority is represented by people like Nelson Mandela, 
Mahatma Ghandi, or Martin Luther King. 
 
 There is regal authority. Whether this royal authority is represented by old 
line European monarchies or the American versions of royalty such as the Bushes 
or Kennedys, there is a respect that comes from a tradition of public service.  
 
 Then along comes Jesus. The only thing that we could identify Jesus with 
on this list is moral authority. When he could have exercised coercive authority, 
he told Peter to sheaf his sword. Even though he could have called down a 
legion of angels to rescue him from his Gethsemane arrest, he said, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.” His birthplace would not have given any hint of 
royalty. A cattle stall certainly did not give any indication that He was someone 
special. His parents presented him in the temple for circumcision on the 8th day. 
The offering of two pigeons on this occasion was a sign of their poverty. They 
could not afford a lamb. Jesus never had the human credentials of a subject 
matter expert, for he did not write any books. He had no credentials on his office 
wall to say that this teacher was a graduate of Jerusalem University with a 
degree in the Pre-Exilic Prophets. Office? What office? This is the man who said, 
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“The foxes have holes, the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
where to lay his head.” 
 
 So why were the people amazed at his teaching as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law? What was it that they saw that gave 
him such authority? The Greek word for authority used here is telling. In the 
Greek the word is exousia. Ex means “out of”, while “ousia” means being or 
substance. Jesus had authority out of his being or substance. He had the stuff. 
We call this gravitas. Weightiness. It is that ineffable, indefinable something that 
set him apart from all others. There was something about the man that simply 
emanated from his essence that did not require all the human props to create his 
authority.  
 
 What was that something? It was his divinity that was wrapped in his 
humanity and this is what people saw. We will consider this divinity under three 
headings: No one ever said the things that Jesus said; No one ever did the 
things that Jesus did; No one ever has shown us the heart of God as Jesus has. 
 
1. He taught with divine authority. No one has ever taught as Jesus 
taught. When the people finished listening to the Sermon on the Mount and 
were amazed at the authority of his teaching, what was it that they saw and 
heard? 
 
 Let me remark on just two things from the Sermon on the Mount, which 
has been dubbed the Discipleship Manual of the New Testament. The sermon 
begins with what we call The Beatitudes. Prior to this teaching, Jesus has just 
announced that with his presence the Kingdom of God had penetrated this dark 
world. A new regime had come with King Jesus and now he is describing a new 
reality, the way it is in His Kingdom world. When you hear the beatitudes your 
first impression is that these qualities are 180 degrees out of the phrase with the 
prevailing value system of this world. “Blessed are the poor in spirit…” You have 
to be kidding, “Blessed are those who are rich…blessed are those who strut their 
stuff.” Donald Trump really thinks that everyone who lives is envious of his life. 
“Blessed are those who mourn…” Come on, “Blessed are those who live a guilt 
free life” is more like it. “Blessed are the meek (literally God-controlled).” You 
might as well say, “Blessed are the geeks.” What Jesus is telling us is that we 
have gotten so used to living upside down that this has become normal. But with 
God’s Kingdom he is saying, “Here is how to live right side up in an upside down 
world.” 
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 Jesus is not looking at life from a human, but a God’s eye view. When he 
says, “Blessed are…” he is not speaking about our subjective happiness, or our 
feeling good, “O what a beautiful feeling, everything is going my way”. No, 
blessed means we are living under the approval of or we are receiving the 
delight of God. Others have translated, “blessed” as “fortunate”, or 
“congratulations” to the poor-in-spirit. My favorite translation of blessed comes 
from the erudite theologian, Karl Barth, “You lucky bums.” Jesus is turning our 
world upside down in the Beatitudes 
 
 The second thing you might notice in the Sermon on the Mount that 
underscores Jesus divine authority is the focus on Himself. Jesus appeals to his 
own authority when it comes to the interpretation of the law. Six times he 
repeats the phrase, “You have heard it said…but I say to you.” Jesus is either 
quoting Scripture and then giving us its deeper meaning, or quoting a distortion 
of Scripture and correcting it. Either way, he is placing his words as equivalent to 
what was considered the word of God.  
 
 The crowds said that Jesus had authority, not as their teachers of the law. 
The usual practice would be for a teacher to research all the different 
interpretations of the Torah as recorded in the Mishnah, a commentary on the 
Torah, and then argue for why they thought Rabbi Akiba, or Rabbi Shammai’s 
interpretation was the correct one. Jesus paid no attention to precedence, he 
spoke in his own authority and in his own voice as if he needed no other 
authority but God’s. Who does He think He is, anyway? It would like an attorney 
arguing a case before the Supreme Court without making any reference to the 
history of legal decision that had bearing upon the argument. The first question 
a justice would ask would be, upon what are your basing your argument? Jesus 
would say, upon my authority. 
 
 A modern rabbi by the name of Jacob Neusner is the world’s preeminent 
scholar on Judaism in the time of the early Christian era. One of his books is 
entitled A Rabbi Talks with Jesus. He acknowledges a great respect for Jesus and 
the Sermon on the Mount that leaves him “impressed—and moved.” And yet he 
had to part company with Jesus because “Jesus takes an important step—in the 
wrong direction.” Neusner could not go along with Jesus shift from the Torah to 
a focus on himself as the central authority. And here is the quote that caught my 
attention. “At issue is the figure of Jesus, not the teaching at all…In the end the 
master, Jesus, makes a demand that only God makes.” In other words, He put 
himself in the position of God. That is just the point.  
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 Who does Jesus think He is, anyway? Jesus taught as one with divine 
authority. No one ever said the things that Jesus said. 
 
2. Jesus demonstrated divine authority by doing only what God had the 
prerogative to do. No one ever did the things that Jesus did.  
 
 In our texts this morning, Jesus demonstrates a power and authority that 
only God Himself is allowed to exercise. As we look briefly at 3 windows into 
Jesus’s power and authority, I am particularly interested not only what Jesus 
does, but the way the different parties react to what he does. Jesus forgives sin, 
raises the dead, and stills a storm—that’s all. 
 
 You know the story of the four friends who bring a paralyzed man on a 
pallet to Jesus while He is teaching in a house stuffed to the gills with people. So 
intent were these friends to get to Jesus, that they tear a whole in the roof of 
the home in which Jesus is holding forth, and lower the man into Jesus’ 
presence. Of course, the hope was that Jesus would heal this bed-ridden soul. 
Instead Jesus stated what he ultimately needed before he got what he wanted. 
“Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:5) Who should be listening in, 
but the teachers of the law. “Now the teachers of the law were sitting there, 
thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like this? He’s blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Mark 2:6-7) 
 
 C. S. Lewis captures the import of what is happening here, “Now unless 
the speaker is God, this is really so preposterous as to be comic. We can all 
understand how a man forgives offences against himself…But what should we 
make of a man…who announced that he forgave you for treading on another 
man’s toes or stealing another man’s money?” Jesus acts as if all of man’s sin is 
ultimately directed at him. Who does he think is, God or something? 
  
 On another occasion, a ruler of the Synagogue by the name of Jairus 
appeals to Jesus to come to his home to heal his precious daughter who is on 
the verge of death. On the way there Jesus stops to heal a woman who has been 
dealing with internal bleeding for years, so by the time he arrives the mourners 
are wailing over the death of Jairus’s daughter. As Jesus enters the home, he 
says, in a way that he could be overhead, that the young girl is not dead, she is 
just sleeping. The people openly scorn Jesus with laughter. They know what 
death is like. The clammy touch. Jesus entered the home with Peter, James and 
John, and the parents of the little girl. “He took her by the hand and said to her, 
“Talitha koum! (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!) Immediately the 
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girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were 
completely astonished” (Mark 5:41-42). Who is laughing now? How can you not 
ask the question, who is this that even death turns backwards at his command? 
 
 The final window into Jesus’ divinity occurs when Jesus stills a frightening 
storm. There are different versions of this, but the one that is particularly telling 
is the time when a squall came up on the Sea of Galilee so that the boat in which 
Jesus and his disciples were in is nearly swamped. What is Jesus doing? He is 
asleep in the stern. While the disciples are convinced that they are going into the 
drink, Jesus seems unconcerned. “The disciples woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to 
the waves, “Quiet! Be Still!” (Mark 4:38-39). What was the response of the 
disciples? “They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the 
wind and the waves obey him” (Mark 8:41). 
 
 Really?! It never crossed Jesus’ mind that He was God. It certainly crossed 
the mind of those who hung around him. This is the appropriate place to quote 
again C. S. Lewis’ classic statement: “I am trying to prevent anyone from saying 
the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept 
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is 
the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort 
of things that Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be 
a lunatic—on the level of the man who says he a poached egg—or else he would 
be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a 
fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and 
call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about 
His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to.” 
 
 There is no neutral territory with Jesus. He forces a choice. Not only is the 
question, “Who does He think he is?”, but “who do you think he is?”  
 
 But this question is not simply a matter of the head, but it is ultimately a 
matter of the heart. We are not drawn to Jesus simply because of the authority 
of his teaching, or the demonstrative authority of his divine action, but because 
of his compelling heart that draws forth a response of affection from us.  
 
3. The final demonstration of Jesus’ authority is his reflection of the 
heart of love of the Father for his children. I have often thought that if I 
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had only one scrap of Scripture available to me, I would hold on to the parable 
of the Prodigal Son or what I actually like to call the parable of The Waiting 
Father. There is no clearer picture of the compassionate heart of God. You know 
the story. There were two sons. The younger son came to his father saying, 
“Father, give me my share of the estate.” This is where we would benefit from a 
sound track to the bible. What we would have heard from the listeners would 
have been a gasp. Why? What was the son truly saying to the Father, “Dad, I 
wish you were dead. Give me inheritance now.” 
 
 In a Middle Eastern setting where the Father is the supreme patriarch, we 
would have expected him at the very least to banish the son for the shame he 
was heaping on his father. Instead, this father’s heart absorbs the rejection by 
allowing the son the consequences of his own actions. As we know the son takes 
that inheritance, squanders it and ends up slopping pigs. When there is no place 
else to turn, he heads back clueless to his home without recognition of the pain 
he has inflected. He has practiced a speech of repentance, hoping that his father 
will allow him to be a hired servant. Perhaps he can somehow pay back a little of 
what he has taken. But how do you pay back a broken heart? When the son 
returns, the Father is not lying in wait to humiliate him in front of his family or 
village, though his older brother would have liked that. No, the Father sees his 
son coming down the road, cinches up his gown and takes off like sprinter 
welcoming his son back. He flings his arm around the neck of his son ignoring 
the son’s confession. The father instructs the servants to kill the fatted calf 
reserved for dignitaries. “’For this son of mine was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:24). 
 
 This is divine love. This is not of human character. As impressed as we are 
with the authority of Jesus as a teacher; as overwhelmed as we are with his  
powerful display of his divinity; we are drawn to the heart of the Father, because 
we know that we are the wayward son who broke the Father’s heart. 
 
 It would appear that though Charles Templeton consciously walked away 
from Jesus, I wonder whether his affection for Jesus ever left him. Lee Strobel’s 
interview with Templeton about Jesus concluded this way. “So how would you 
assess this Jesus?”, Strobel asked. As he began to answer this question, his 
sharp tone became reflective and a bit melancholy. He began to speak in an 
unhurried pace, almost nostalgically.  
 
 Templeton began, “He was the greatest human being who has ever lived. 
He was a moral genius. His ethical sense was unique. He was the intrinsically 
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wisest person I’ve ever encountered.” Strobel is taken by Templeton’s emotion. 
“You sound like you really care about him.” “Well, yes, he’s the most important 
thing in my life.” He stuttered trying to find the words, “I…I…I know it may 
sound strange, but I have to say…I adore him.” And then perhaps some the 
saddest and most poignant words I have ever read came next. “And if I may put 
it this way”, as his voice began to crack, “I…miss…him!” 
 
 We may leave him, but does Jesus ever leave us? Was this Templeton’s 
time of coming back home? Had the prodigal returned?  
 
 Ultimately this incarnate deity, the one who is No Ordinary Man came to 
win our affection. The novelist Reynolds Price puts it this way, “The Maker of all 
things loves and wants me.”  
 
 Each of us are given a chance to come home, to allow ourselves to be 
embraced by the Father, to be welcomed back and to acknowledge the pain and 
suffering we have inflicted on our Father’s heart. Have you done that? Have you 
said, “There is no one like Jesus. This is the One I must have. It is time to leave 
the far country and come home. I have a heavenly Father waiting for me here.”  
 
 If you are ready to give your life to Christ, I am going to ask you to pray 
with me and then to complete the card in the pews. On it write your name, a 
way to contact you and simply write, “I did it.” Then hand it to me as you leave 
the service this morning. Let us pray. 
 
  


