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NAIL THE SINS THAT SLAY YOU 
How To Witness to Life-Changing Love 

Text: Luke 6:39-45 
 

Untransformed Christians 
 

At a traffic stoplight, the light turns green, but the first driver in line doesn’t notice it.  The 
man in the car behind her watches traffic passing around them.  He begins pounding on 
his steering wheel and yelling at the other driver to move.  When she doesn’t, the man 
really starts to go ballistic.  He slaps the dashboard and rants and raves.  The light turns 
yellow.  The man leans on his car horn, flips off the other driver, and shouts obscenities 
out the window. The driver in front, hearing the commotion, looks up, sees the yellow 
light and accelerates through the intersection just as the light turns red. 
 
The second driver is beside himself now, screaming in anguish that he’s missed his 
chance to get through the intersection.  Lost in “mid-rant” he hears a tap on his window 
and looks up into the barrel of a gun held by a very serious-looking policeman.  The 
officer tells him to shut off his car while keeping both hands in sight and then to get out 
of the car with his hands up.  The driver complies, speechless at what is happening.  He 
places his hands on the roof of his car as instructed, is cuffed, and is hustled into the 
patrol car. 
 
Too undone by the chain of events to ask any questions, the man is driven to the police 
station where he’s fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a cell.  Two hours pass.  
Finally, an officer comes and leads him out of the cell and back to the booking desk 
where the original officer is waiting.  "I'm really sorry for this mistake,” the officer says.  
“But, you see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping that 
driver off and cussing a blue streak, and then I noticed the "Choose Life" license plate 
holder, and the "What Would Jesus Do" and "Follow Me to Sunday School" bumper 
stickers.  I saw that chrome plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk and I just 
assumed that you’d stolen somebody else's car." 
 
There is a very helpful insight embedded in that statement, I think.  It is the notion held 
even by irreligious people that those who wear and bear the name of Jesus to others 
might be expected to behave somewhat like Jesus did amidst the traffic of human life.  
Of course, many Christians do.  You are likely a shining witness yourself.  But what 
stumbles so many people in their capacity to believe that Christianity really has 
something life-changing to offer them is that they frankly meet so many untransformed 
Christians.  They meet persons who act as if righteousness were mainly about ranting 
and raving over the sin in other people’s lives instead of nailing and dealing with it in 
their own.  They encounter religious people who seem determined to rush at “the 
speck” in others’ eyes when their own protruding pathologies are regularly spearing 
those around them. 
 

Beyond the Bumper to the Beat Within 
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Obviously, if you read Luke chapter 6, you know that this phenomenon concerned 
Jesus too.  I’m not asking you to do more than I have modeled myself, says Jesus in 
Luke 6:40. “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained 
will be like his teacher.”  In other words, if you are truly training in my company (and 
that is what discipleship is), I do expect that you will increasingly move through life like 
your Teacher would were He at the wheel.  I expect your likeness to me to go much 
deeper than the sign on the bumper or the shine of the paint-job.  For your life to 
witness to my life, my influence on you has to be an inside the cab and under-the-hood 
reality.   
 
In Luke 6:43, Jesus uses an organic metaphor to drive this point home. "No good tree 
bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers.”  
People aren’t going to come to you for fruit if they experience you as a prickly, jabbing 
person, but only as they encounter you as someone whose heart is filled with good.  
“The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the 
evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” 
 
Have you ever heard the statement: “Who you are speaks so loudly that I cannot hear 
what you are saying”?  Our ambition has to be to have people feel: “Who you are makes 
me want to listen to whatever you are saying.”  For this reason, Proverbs 4:23 says: 
“Above all else, [pay attention to] your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”  That’s 
why so much of Jesus’ teaching is aimed at helping us look at the condition of our heart 
and take the steps needed to strengthen a Christlike beat there. 
 
Not long ago, I had an experience that provides a helpful metaphor for this process.  I 
traded in my 8 year-old car for a 4 year-old model with a body so beautiful and an 
engine that looked so clean that I could hardly believe it had 47,000 miles on it. I’d had 
the car for less than a week, however, when I noticed it stuttering a little bit and an 
amber service light come up on the dash.  I’d heard my dealer was legendary for quality 
service, so I took the car back immediately.  The mechanics popped open the hood and 
unfastened what I then realized was just the dust cover for the actual heart of the car, 
which I’d never actually seen before.  Mr. Goodwrench I am not!  Underneath was an 
engine block that looked all of its age.  Within 60 seconds, however, one of the 
mechanics had nailed the problem. “Look, here,” he said.  “A hose is coming loose.  
Let’s get to work on fixing that.”  
 

Getting Under the Hood 
 
Sometimes, I think, we pay too much attention to the look of the bumpers and 
upholstery and dustcover of our lives and not enough to whether our engine is good or if 
it’s stuttering.  In his personal example, parables, and other teaching, Jesus told us how 
our heart should work if everything was running according to the Dealer’s original 
specifications.  He said that we would see ourselves mainly on this earth to be servants 
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and stewards instead of masters and consumers1  He told us we’d be far more 
concerned with asking how we could be a good neighbor to others than with judging 
their neighborliness.2   
 
Jesus said if our heart was good, we’d be willing to take up a cross at times to bring 
forth the best, rather than run from sacrifice.3  He said we’d be oriented more toward 
investing the gifts we’ve been given for the purposes of God than with hoarding and 
burying them.4  He told us that we’d generously forgive others, rather than keeping 
tallies, simply because we knew how great a debt God had forgiven us.5  He said that 
rather than having our engines racing with anxiety and fear, we’d face difficulties and 
even death itself with a sense of peace, knowing that we’re in the loving hands of God 
himself.6  
 
When our engine is running the way the Dealer originally designed it to run, those 
orientations will be thrumming in us like a fine-tuned V-8, moving us forward on God’s 
Way.  Is this the way your heart is operating?  For most of us, of course, the miles take 
a toll on our hearts.  Maybe the sludge of pride or rage has built up within us.  Perhaps 
deceit or gluttony, or sloth have clogged the system.  Maybe lust or envy have corroded 
our heart connections someplace.  We take in a lot of tainted fuel in this world.  Life’s 
seasons can be harsh on a heart. 
 
Maybe you’ve been ignoring the lights on the dash board of your relationships or health, 
trying to tell you that something’s wrong; or you tell yourself, “It can’t be happening 
already,” or “I’ll get to it one of these days.”  Or just perhaps you’ve been driving the way 
you have for enough time and in a lane next to so many people with the same kind of 
performance that you think “This is how life is supposed to work.”  It takes humility and 
courage to face the reality that your engine’s stuttering.  But that’s the first step in 
nailing the sin that hurts our heart and slays our witness: Admit your need.   
 
The second step is to bring the engine into the shop for repair.  That’s what many of us 
do every week.  We come here to get our heart tuned up and re-calibrated to God’s 
rhythms.  We come to get it cleaned and lubed with the oil of God’s grace.  It’s not that 
we can’t do some maintenance ourselves at home.  We can.  But there are some things 
about our heart’s condition that we just can’t see, because we’re using the broken 
things to see with.  As Jesus says, we’ve got a plank or beam in our self-awareness and 
we need the community here or a small group of Christians out there to help us see 
what’s wrong and gently help us to set it straight. 
 
It must be said that sometimes, what we need is not a tune up but a whole new engine.  
We need the Dealer to take out a heart that is badly corroded or has seized up almost 
completely and give us a fresh start.  God will do that for you if you ask him.  Some of 
us just need to ask God as King David once did: “Create in me a [new] heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.”7  Ask for a new engine today, if that’s what you 
need. 
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The final step is to make sure that the hoses are connected securely. The Dealer made 
each of us in such a way that His power only flows fully through us when certain 
spiritual disciplines are in place.  Perhaps you’ve been driving so fast for so long over 
rugged roads that some of these key spiritual hoses have gotten dislodged, or never got 
connected properly in the first place.  Maybe you need to attach the hose of regular rest 
or solitude.  Perhaps it is a pattern of daily prayer or study of God’s Word that needs to 
be set in place.  There is a wealth of spiritual practices the pastoral staff here can help 
you with if you ask us. 
  
Here is the bottom line of our Scripture lesson.  It is only “out of the overflow of [a 
Christlike] heart” that our life truly “speaks” a message of life-changing love.  If we 
want to be able to witness to that reality, then we must continually be attending to and 
experiencing the renewal of our heart.  To do this we must stop trying to play traffic cop 
and mechanic for everyone else and seek, first and foremost, to nail the sin that slays 
us stutters our witness.  If we get serious about caring for the health of our own heart 
there will come a day when – to paraphrase Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. we will be able to 
say with both integrity and joy:  “I may not be the person I should be.  I may not be the 
person I want to be.  I may not be the person I’m going to be.  But thank God Almighty, 
this I know as I sit at this stoplight – I am not the person I once was.” 
 
May that be so – to the glory of God and the blessing of those Christ still wants to touch 
with his life-changing love.  Amen. 
                                                 
1 Matthew 21:33-41 
2 Luke 10:25-37 
3 Mark 8:31-37 
4 Luke 12:16-31; Matthew 25:14-30 
5 Matthew 18:23-35 
6 Deuteronomy 31:6 
7 Psalm 51:10 


