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THE MASTER'S CARD 
Stewardship Secrets (Part 2) 

Text: Matthew 6:19-24 
 

Don’t Stop Till Joy 
 
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on. Finally, she leaned over to 
her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?” If truth be 
told, many of us probably feel a little bit like that girl at times—and maybe especially when the 
preacher’s topic is Stewardship. I can remember, as a teenager, thinking that all the preacher 
was out for was to get us to pay his salary or keep his church afloat. I could not see then, as I 
can much better now, that the call to give generously isn’t something God or the Church does 
TO us but actually FOR us.  
 
Every truly JOYFUL life involves a commitment to generous giving. Oh, you might find people 
who experience a fleeting happiness from hoarding up resources. But go to the heart of every 
genuinely joyful person and you will find there a pattern of cheerful self-giving. As we explored 
together last week, God himself is the supreme model here. He is the Creator of all. He has the 
right to keep all things for himself, and yet—as we see so vividly in the life of Jesus—God 
glories in giving. When he calls you and me to be generous, therefore, it is not primarily to meet 
a church budget or fulfill some sober duty, but to allow us to enjoy a life like his. To quote Jesus, 
I have given you these commandments so that “my joy may be in you and your joy may be 
complete.” When we ask: “When am I giving enough?” Jesus answers: “Don’t stop till a joy like 
mine fills your heart.” 
 
God Wants to Be God 
 
Growing in our generosity isn’t simply the path to fuller joy, however; it is also the clearest way 
to be sure that we’re not just fooling ourselves. I’m talking about fooling ourselves about who or 
what is really the Master of our life. In this regard I think of the preacher who paid a visit to a 
farmer and asked, “Clem, if you had 200 dollars, would you give 100 dollars to the Lord? “Sure 
would,” said the farmer. “If you had two cows, would you give one cow to the Lord?” “Yeah, I 
would,” said Clem. “If you had two pigs, would you give one of them to the Lord?” The farmer 
replied, “Now, that's not fair, pastor. You know I have two pigs.” 
 
I suppose for all of us there comes a point when talk about stewardship turns from preaching to 
meddling—a time when what seems like a good idea in general terms starts to challenge us in 
very specific ways. Usually, it is at the point where we are pushed to decide what it is that we 
really treasure. Jesus defined our “treasure” as whatever we are in the habit of storing up in 
hopes of gaining security for ourselves in life. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also,” said Jesus, meaning that nothing so displays or determines what our heart is truly trusting 
as the way we invest ourselves in life. 
 
Jesus said that, in the end, there are only two strategies we can pursue. Either we will put our 
trust in God or we will put our trust in Money. We may fool ourselves into thinking that we can 
diversify our investment there—put part of our stock in the world’s version of treasure and part 
of our trust in heavenly securities—but Jesus made it clear that “You cannot serve both God 
and Money.”  
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Robert Boyd Munger helps us to see why, in his classic book, My Heart Christ’s Home. God, 
Munger reminds us, will brook no rival. He wants to occupy every room in the house of our 
heart. He will not be satisfied with a place in the foyer alone or relegated to some discreet 
chapel in our life. God wants access to our living room, dining room, family room, bedroom, 
basement, and yes, every single closet. He seeks to breathe the fresh air of his Spirit into every 
room of our lifestyle. God’s aim is to replace the thread-worn furniture of any attitude, priority, or 
habit that doesn’t serve his good desires for our lives. He plans to progressively rewire our 
house with the mind of Christ. God seeks to be the source of our confidence in the presence of 
other people, the reason for our hope in the face of troubles, our deepest peace as mortality 
closes in. In other words, God wishes to be our God. 
 
Mammon Wants To Be Master 
 
But the problem, implies Jesus, is that Money wants that job too. It wants to own our houses 
and command the redecoration process for our lives too. To underline that point, Jesus uses a 
very particular word for “Money” in his teaching here. The word he uses is the Aramaic word 
“mamona”—commonly translated as Mammon. Generally speaking, mammon is a neutral word. 
It is like a plastic credit card—of no inherent badness or evil in itself. But because of the 
propensity of Mammon to shift from being owned to being the owner of a person, the word 
“Mammon” was often used in Jesus’ time to personify riches as a progressively imperialistic and 
rapacious evil spirit.  
 
Financial counselor, Ron Blue, tells of meeting that spirit in an unexpected place. While visiting 
a small village in rural Africa, Ron asked a local leader what the biggest problem facing his 
community was. He expected to hear the man speak of lack of medical care or food or 
education, but the local leader said: “Materialism. That’s our number one problem.” “If a man 
has a mud hut, he wants one made out of stone. If he has a thatch roof, he wants a tin roof. If 
he has one acre, he wants two. Materialism is a disease of the heart.” At the same time, a 
survey was conducted of affluent Americans—households with an average income of $194,000. 
Although this group constitutes only 2% of the nation, they control nearly one-third of the 
discretionary income. Yet 40% say they do not feel financially secure and 20% do not feel 
financially well-off.  
 
What is going on here? What is happening with us when we have to drive a particular kind of 
car or wear certain brands of clothes or live in that neighborhood to feel good? Why do we have 
to have the latest gadgets or geegaws to feel prosperous? Is it really our portfolio and real 
estate that secure us? Do we really have to upgrade and redecorate and remodel and replace 
as often as we do? Or is there simply something wrong with our vision? Jesus said: “The eye is 
the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes 
are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!” Is it possible that Mammon so controls the electrical wiring of our hearts 
that our very perceptions are darkened? 
 
In Our Daily Bread, Philip Parham tells the story of a rich industrialist who was disturbed to find 
a fisherman sitting lazily beside his boat. “Why aren't you out there fishing?” he asked. 
“Because I've caught enough fish for today,” said the fisherman. “Why don't you catch more fish 
than you need?” the rich man asked. “What would I do with them?” “You could earn more 
money,” came the impatient reply, “and buy a better boat so you could go deeper and catch 
more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon 
you'd have a fleet of boats and be rich like me.” The fisherman asked, “Then what would I do?” 
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“You could sit down and enjoy life,” said the industrialist. “What do you think I'm doing now?” the 
fisherman replied.  
 
Opening Our Eyes 
 
Stewardship involves opening our eyes to the madness of the blind, anxious life of accumulation 
that passes as normal in our day and learning to rest in the blessings God has already given us. 
Stewardship means recognizing the extent to which our material culture is mastering us and not 
vice-versa. How many of us got a credit card in the mail and were told that it would serve our 
needs, only to discover that now we’re serving it? Stewardship requires answering for ourselves 
the question of Jesus: “What does it profit you to gain the whole [mall… Crate & Barrel store…] 
world, but lose your soul?”  
 
Several years ago I shared the story of the man who approached me one Sunday after worship 
services with a face that said something is very wrong. We sat down in my office as he 
proceeded to tell me that he had placed much of the profits from the several companies he 
owned in the hands of a good friend who was a financial manager. The man told me that he’d 
just discovered that his friend had lost ALL of the money he’d invested with him—millions upon 
millions of dollars. “What concerns me most, Dan,” the man said “is WHY this is bothering me 
so. I mean my marriage is strong; my kids are healthy; I still have my mind and my talents and 
time. Why does losing this money matter so much to me and what does this say about my 
soul?” 
 
Stewardship means recognizing that because so much of what we spend ourselves on is 
wasting away, losing value, and can’t be taken with us anyway, it makes no sense beyond a 
certain point to “store up for ourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.” In the words of Jesus, it makes so much more sense to “store 
up for ourselves treasures in heaven” that can’t be taken away. How do we do that? Well, let me 
suggest some ideas.  
 
Steps to Greater Stewardship 
 
First of all, believe that a dependent relationship with God is your greatest wealth and your only 
final security. Jesus tells the parable of the Rich Fool who goes to bed one night feeling 
tremendously secure because he has amassed in his barns a king’s fortune. By morning, 
however, he is dead and a pauper. In contrast, says Jesus, those who live putting their trust in 
God will find that when they die, their wealth goes up. As the wise man said: “He is no fool who 
gives up what he cannot keep to take hold of what he cannot lose.” 
 
Secondly, refuse to adopt the rituals and language of Mammon worship so prevalent today. 
Make it a practice to throw away more readily those “Mammon Worship Bulletins” that arrive in 
our homes every day. You know the kinds I mean—the ones with all the glossy photographs 
and enticements to scrape, spend, and serve these things. When you hear someone inquire, 
“How much do you think he’s worth?” clarify the terminology there. Ask, “Do you mean how 
much do I think he possesses? Or how much do I think he is possessed by? Surely, you don’t 
mean to equate possessions with someone’s worth?” And when you hear the phrase “net 
worth,” remember that where a life is not rooted in God, “net” is just another word for trap. 
 
Finally, make a habit every day of declaring in some way your freedom from Money as your 
Master. In this regard, I read recently the remarkable story of Charles F. Feeney, founder of 
Duty Free Shoppes, who made a point of refusing to spend his money in the way that he easily 



Daniel D. Meyer / © Christ Church of Oak Brook /10-12-03 4 

could. Over the course of his life this man, who still flies economy, anonymously gave away 
$600 million, keeping less than 1% for himself. “I simply decided that money was not going to 
drive my life. My sense of life was going to drive my money.”  
 
On a simpler scale, I know of the owner of a company who has adopted a discipline of giving 
someone a no-charge billing at least once a day as a tiny way of imitating the grace of God to 
him and declaring his independence from the power of Mammon. Whether it’s a widow’s mite, 
or a mogul’s gift, how could each of us make a regular practice of declaring our allegiance to the 
Kingdom of God over the kingdom of thingdom? 
 
Jesus said: “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” We can’t live for pigs and God at the same 
time. So what will it be for you and me? Will we be mastered by Mammon, or will we regard all 
that we have and are, as simply the Master’s Card—to be used as God wishes? Our choices 
this week will tell. 
 
Please pray with me... 
 
Good and generous, we know that you are rich beyond compare and that all that we have and 
are is but a sacred trust to be used for your Kingdom’s cause. As your Son gave all that he had 
to serve your purposes, so inspire our stewardship in these days ahead. Grow in us a godly 
contentment with our many blessings, an expanding freedom from slavery to stuff, and a 
passion to honor you with all of our treasure. For this we pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 
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