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MADE FOR A MISSION 
The Purpose-Driven Life (Part 6) 

Text: Various 
 

Christ’s Mission 
 
From our earliest days in life, most of us want to make a difference in this world.  
There’s not a kid in this country who writes a second grades essay and says: “When I 
grow up, I want to be a first-class consumer.  I want to spend my days eating and 
drinking and using up stuff.”  Even the most secular kid is likely to want to be a 
firefighter or a doctor, the person who brings an end to wars, stops crimes, or finds the 
cure for some disease.  The world may eventually come along and distort or defeat 
these dreams.  Circumstances may distract us from them.  But most of us start out in 
life with this inborn sense that we’ve been put here to do something important. 
 
The Bible says that we were put on this earth to perform a ministry and fulfill a mission.  
As God As we’ll explore further next week, your ministry is the role you get to play in the 
life of the Church – the family of God.  Your ministry is the influence you get to have 
upon the lives of other believers – in your local congregation, your household, your 
circle of Christian friends.  Your mission, on the other hand, is the role you get to play 
and the influence you get to have on people outside the Christian community – in the 
world. 
 
The word “mission,” as you probably know, comes from the word for “sent.”  People who 
serve on a military mission, for example, often speak of being “sent under orders.”  By 
that they mean they’ve been sent to act by a higher authority to whom they feel deep 
allegiance and high accountability.  Jesus of Nazareth lived with that kind of sense of 
being “sent.”  When he was just 12 years old, his parents found him in the Temple after 
he’d gone missing.  “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn't you know 
I had to be about my Father’s business?”1 
 
Later on, Jesus made it absolutely clear again how important his Father’s authority was 
to him.  He said: “I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the 
will of him who sent me.”2   Further along, he again stressed his sense of 
dependence on and alignment with the Sender: "My teaching is not my own. It 
comes from him who sent me.”3  “If I do judge, my decisions are right, because I 
am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me.”4  
 
Jesus said that the mission God had given him was to deliver people from the spiritual 
blindness and slavery to sin that imprisons them in this world and transform them into 
citizens of the Kingdom of God. My Father "has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,”5 said 
Jesus. "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God, because that is why I 
was sent."6   
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Christ’s focus on this mission was absolutely phenomenal.  It filled his imagination and 
poured through almost every word and action.  At one point, after a long journey, Jesus’ 
disciples were begging him to come into town and take a lunch break with them.  But 
Jesus had seen a woman coming down the road who didn’t yet know the joy of 
citizenship in the kingdom of God and he wanted her to become part of the family.  “You 
guys go, I’ll stay here,” he’d said.  “But you’ve got to eat something,” the disciples said.  
"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his 
work.”7  
 
Shortly before he died, Jesus prayed to the Father, saying: “I have brought you glory 
on earth by completing the work you sent me to do.”8  And the last words John’s 
gospel records Jesus saying from the cross before he gave up his Spirit were these 
words: “It is finished.”9   
 

Your Specific Mission 
 
That’s what I want to be able to say to God one day as I go to heaven.  I want to be able 
to say with my last breath here: “Lord, I know you sent me to do a work here.  It was 
really hard sometimes letting your will become my will.  Thank you for standing with me, 
Father, each step of the way.  I can honestly say that doing your will eventually became 
like food to me – the thing that filled me up more than anything else.  I hope I brought 
you glory on this earth by the way I lived my life.  I’m ready to go home now, Lord.  My 
mission is finished.”  
 
Wouldn’t you like to be able to stand before God some day and say that too?  “Just 
reporting in, Sir; mission completed.”  Rick Warren suggests that the mission of every 
follower of Jesus Christ has two crucial dimensions to it – a specific dimension and a 
shared one.  Part of your mission is very specific to you; in other words, nobody has a 
mission just like you in this regard.  Warren calls this your “Life Message.”10  It’s like 
your voice-print or your fingerprint on this world and it has four elements to it, each of 
which I’d like to touch on briefly. 
 
The first element is your Testimony.  A major part of your mission in life is to bring glory 
to God by simply telling the story of how God has touched and transformed your life.  
Your testimony is your personal answer to questions like these: “What was my life like 
before I met Jesus?  How did I come to see that I needed Jesus?  How did I turn my life 
over to him?  And what difference has Christ made in my life?  What issues has he 
clarified for me?  What crises has he brought me through?  What changes has he made 
in me?”  Every time you tell your unique story to someone else, you bring glory to God 
and exert an influence in a way that no sermon or theological argument could.  Don’t let 
your story go untold before you die. 
 
A second element of your specific mission involves sharing your Life Lessons – the 
most important truths that God has taught you.  The prophet Malachi says that God is 
like “a refiner and purifier of... gold and silver.”11  He refines our character and 
teaches us truth often through the fires of life.  How have you experienced that to be 
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true?  What are the life lessons God has taught you through failure?  Through 
experience with conflict or criticism?  What has the Lord shown you through seasons of 
suffering or when he was silent?  How has God revealed the truth about life and himself 
to you through painful losses?  If you were to jot down your own version of Proverbs, 
Life’s Little Instruction Book, and give it to some friends, to your kids or grandkids, your 
workmates – what would be in it? 
 
You also express your Life Message through your Godly Passions.  The prophet 
Jeremiah once described God’s calling in his life like fire in his bones.  “If I say, ‘I will 
not mention him or speak any more in his name,’ his word is in my heart like a 
fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.”12  
John and Marge Kelly of our congregation have a burning passion for the poor children 
of Cairo.  Senator Kirk Dillard has a passion for seeing how God can use government to 
advance the public welfare.  Pharmacist Tom Marks burns with a desire to see 
medicines compounded in ways that make them easier on people.  What is an issue, a 
problem, a principle or a group of people for which God has enkindled your heart?    It 
may be through your job, your family, your school, or hobbies that this passion shows 
itself.  But one thing is for sure – it is a crucial part of why God has sent you into this 
world. 
 

Your Shared Mission 
 
Alongside of your testimony, your life lessons, and your godly passions, there is a fourth 
and final dimension of your life’s mission I urge you to think about.  This is one 
dimension that is shared by every follower of Jesus.  It is the job of sharing with non-
believers the Path of Salvation.  No one can make another person walk that path, but 
we can surely explain to others in love what the key footsteps look like.  For memory’s 
sake, I think of those steps in terms of the ABC’s.  Maybe these will be helpful to you 
too.  Admit that your life is stained with sin that separates you from God and other 
people.  Believe that only Christ’s sacrifice on the cross washes you clean.  Commit to 
following Jesus, obeying his Word, and seeking his purposes for your life.  Discover the 
truth of God’s promises to you – a more abundant life here and now and eternal life with 
God and his family in heaven. 
 
Jesus has given to each of us a magnificent mission – to go into all the world as 
witnesses of his life-changing love.  “As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you,"13 said our Lord.  Think for a moment about the example he left us: He came 
giving testimony of the Father’s transforming love.  He shared a body of life lessons that 
2000 years later, people are still reading and working to apply.  Jesus demonstrated a 
godly passion – in his case to seek and to save the lost of every generation.  And, 
finally, he shared with people the path of salvation – the way home to God and his 
family. 
 
In a few weeks time, you and I may find ourselves with an unusual opportunity to share 
our Life Message – our witness – with some newly curious people.  This open door will 
come in the form of a Hollywood movie, of all things.  Many of you will have heard of the 
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new film, The Passion of the Christ, opening in theaters on February 25.  You’ve heard, 
perhaps, the controversy surrounding whether or not it is anti-semitic and so on.  What 
may not be so clear from the press you’ve seen is the godly passion that motivated the 
creation of this work.  It flowed from a sense of mission burning in the hearts of actor 
Jim Caviezel and director/producer Mel Gibson on.  Listen for a moment to this 
testimony, if you will… 
 
[Run Brief Interviews with Jim Caviezel and Mel Gibson] 
 
Now, watch for a moment a brief trailer for this film, and I’ll come back and tell you why I 
think this feature is significant enough to spend our time on today and in days ahead… 
 
[Run Passion Trailer] 
[What Do You Make of Jesus title slide] 
 
Let me be very clear, having seen the full film myself.  It is just a piece of art, not the 
Second Coming.  Not everyone will see it.  Not everyone will like it.  But many, I think, 
will be impacted by it.   
 
Because this film is so very close to the Scriptural account of Christ’s life, believers will 
be reminded again of the wonder of Christ’s self-giving love, the staggering splendor of 
his vision of life, the reality of human sin, and our still desperate need for a savior.   
 
Non-Christians will, I suspect, be moved to ask questions about Jesus, which is why we 
have provided you with the insert we have this morning.  It explains how we, as a 
Church, hope to provide a safe and hospitable place for people to process their feelings 
and questions.  I’d like to walk through some of the information you have there and fill in 
a bit more too. 
 
[Go See It slide] 
 
Some of you will want to go see this film and, perhaps, bring a non-Christian friend or 
family member with you.  It is showing nearby at the Yorktown and the Seven Bridges 
Theaters.  You can obtain tickets by calling or stopping by yourself.  We have also 
purchased several large blocks of tickets available by contacting one of the Core 
Communities of our church or phoning the church office.   
 
Parents, if you are considering allowing your teenagers to see this film, be aware that it 
contains no gratuitous violence but very realistic scenes of the scourging and crucifixion 
of Jesus.  It is rated “R” for “realism.”  We will be sending a group from our High School 
Core Community, only where parents have signed a release form.  You may choose to 
accompany your son or daughter yourself to this film or take a pass on this movie 
altogether. 
 
[DDM will walk through the remainder of the slide show] 
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At the end of the day, we remember the words of Jesus himself:  “As the Father sent 
me, so I am sending you.”  I am here this morning because someone took that 
mission seriously 27 years ago.  Perhaps you are here because someone else did at 
some point along your life’s journey.  The question is, will anyone new be here in a 
month’s time… will anyone run to meet us in eternity one day… because you or I took 
steps to express our knowledge that we were Made for a Mission. 
 
                                                 
1 Luke 2:49 (KJV) 
2 John 6:38 (NIV)   
3 John 7:16 (NIV)   
4 John 8:16 (NIV)   
5 Luke 4:18 (NIV)  
6 Luke 4:43 (NIV)   
7 John 4:34 (NIV)   
8 John 17:4 (NIV) 
9 John 19:30 (NIV) 
10 Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life, Chapter 37. 
11 Malachi 3:3 (NIV) 
12 Jeremiah 20:9 (NIV) 
13 John 20:21 (NIV) 


