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LEAVING A LEGACY 
A Man’s Quest for Significance 

Text: Genesis 15:1-6 
 

God Equips Us for Good Works 
 
Like Jesus before him, the Apostle Paul never was a physical father, as far as we know.  
He was a tentmaker, but apparently none of the tents he made survived.  In a crucial 
way, however, Paul has been a godfather to millions of human beings throughout the 
ages. Through his investment in people, Paul was used by God to bring billions under 
the shelter of God and shape the course of entire civilizations.  One of the people Paul 
godfathered was a young man named Timothy.  To our knowledge, the last letter Paul 
ever wrote was to this spiritual son.  In chapter 3 of that letter, Paul sought to sow 
something in the young man that would last and bear fruit, even when Paul was gone. 
 
Timothy, Paul said, you are going to face a lot of troubles and hear a whole lot of 
messages in this life.  I wish I could protect you from that, but I can’t.  All I can do is to 
pray for you and urge you to continue rooting your life in the Word of God.  Always 
remember that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”1  
 
On this Father’s Day morning I want to talk especially to the men of God here and invite 
all the women of God to listen in.  I want to talk with you today about what Paul termed 
our “good work” and what the Scriptures have to say to equip us for it.  When I say 
“good work,” I mean that work in your life that really advances the good – the kind of 
work – like the Apostle Paul’s -- that lives on long after you are gone.   
 
When we meet him in Genesis chapter 15 today, that is the issue with which a man 
called Abram2 is wrestling.  As many of you know, Abram grew up in the city of Ur 
amidst the nation of Chaldea, located in what is now Iraq.  What you might not know 
was that in Abram’s time, Chaldea was the Tuscany of the Middle East -- a richly 
irrigated land of fine vineyards and lush corn fields.  Ur was renowned far and wide for 
its gardens and palm tree groves, and Abram’s family was among its most prosperous 
developers – the very image of success in all the ways the world typically measure it.3  
 

Moving from Success to Significance 
 
Something, however, was still missing for Abram.  On some level, I suppose, Abram 
may have been a bit like Robert Reich.  Do you remember him?  Reich made headlines 
some years back when he suddenly quit his job as President Clinton’s Secretary of 
Labor.  Though Reich loved his work and was quite good at it, he left claiming that the 
life he was caught up in was devouring the even better work he wanted his life to be 
about.  Reich went on to write a book on his views, entitled The Future of Success. 
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“The central paradox of our time,” writes Reich, is that “most of us are earning more 
money and living better in material terms than we (or our parents) did a quarter century 
ago… Yet by most measures we’re working longer and more frantically than before, and 
the time and energy left for our non-working lives are evaporating.” The new economy 
we are living in brings “enormous benefits” in terms “of wealth… innovation… new 
chances and choices.”  But our absorption in keeping up with it all is leading to “the 
erosion of our families, the fragmenting of our communities, and the challenge of 
keeping our own integrity intact.”  We are in danger of losing, says Reich, the crucial 
distinction between “making a living and making a life.”4 
 
I meet more and more people each year can resonate with Reich’s concern.  Maybe 
you are one of them.  On some level, and in his own time and way, I think Abram must 
have felt some of this.  We know that he already had more than the average measure of 
“success,” but what he was now hungering for was a life of “significance.”  Many years 
before, God had told him that this was also His desire for Abram. In an encounter 
recorded in Genesis 12, God had said: "I will make you into a great nation. I will 
bless you and you will be a blessing… and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you." 
  
In those words God describes for us the difference between a merely successful life and 
a truly significant one.  The successful life is all about having our lives become a 
container – more blessings stored up here.  The significant life, on the other hand, is all 
about our lives becoming a conduit so that more blessings move out there.  The 
successful life is measured by how many people lift us high; the significant life is 
measured by how many people we lift high.  The merely successful person aims at 
living large.  The truly significant life aims at leaving a legacy.  There comes a time in 
every man’s life where he’s got to decide what he will perseveringly aim for or the 
world’s way will drag him down.  How do you answer? 
 

Invest in Kids 
 
Do you want to sow a seed that continues, that keeps bearing fruit and blessing others 
long after you’re gone?  You can.  There are all kinds of ways of leaving a legacy but 
they all have this in common.  In some way, the truly significant life is always aimed at 
sowing faith, building up hope, or demonstrating love.  Businesses and buildings 
crumble.  Fortunes dissipate. Political structures change.  But God promises us in his 
Word that “faith, hope, and love abide, these three.”5   
 
Do you know where faith, hope, and love are most imperiled in our world today -- and 
where you could have a profound and multiplying influence if you chose to invest 
yourself more deeply there?  There are two places I can think of.  One of them is in the 
life of kids.  Abram certainly got that.  He saw that THE most powerful way for him to 
influence the future was through the life of a child.  In fact, in Genesis 15 we hear 
Abram berating God for not giving him a kid into whom he could pour all the blessings 
he wanted to leave.  “You said I was going to bless the whole world, Lord.  How can I do 
that when ‘You have given me no children,’ God, through whom to do it! 
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None of us can raise that complaint.  None of us can say, God, you’ve given me no way 
to really influence the world.  Some of us have children or grandchildren or nieces and 
nephews within our reach.  All of us have kids in our church family.  We see them being 
baptized or sauntering down the hallways here.  What is desperately needed is for 
some of us to start restructuring our lives so that we do reach them.   
 
If I as a parent, pray with my kids… and talk with them about what God’s Word says… 
and make a priority of going to church… and volunteer to teach a class… it is much 
more likely that my children or my neighbors kids or your children will learn faith.  If I as 
a Dad reflect with my boys about the times when I failed and God forgave me… or fell 
flat on my face and God lifted me up…  If I can talk about how God’s promises steady 
me and apply to their struggles… there is a very good chance that the children around 
me are going to learn to live with hope.  If I can learn to control my temper or chemical 
intake… If I can speak words of encouragement far more than words of criticism… If I 
can be there when I said I would, and show up when they don’t expect me, and actually 
be there in spirit when my body is there… If I can adore their mother in their presence… 
it is a likelihood that the kids who watch this will learn to love. 
 
I don’t do any of these things as well or as consistently as I want to and as I need to 
because faith, hope, and love aren’t just religious words.  They are spiritual powers that 
can change the world.  Where faith is present, fear can’t hold someone back.  Where 
hope is present, the trials and failures of life can’t keep someone down.  Where love is 
active, the best in people comes out.  Brothers in Christ, can you think of any good 
reason why we should not do everything we can to retructure our lives in order to be 
sure that we are leaving this legacy? 
 

Invest in Those Who Couldn’t Be Kids 
 
I said there were TWO places where we could invest ourselves in a way that would 
have a profound and multiplying influence.  The first place is in kids – and those of us 
who are privileged to have them right now or who could be volunteering ourselves in the 
children and youth ministries of our church are desperately needed.  The second place 
of strategic investment is in those who never got the chance to be kids, at least not as 
most of us think of that stage of life – and here is where those of us who are past the 
child-raising stage or who never had kids of our own can have an impact that is simply 
awesome. 
 
There are a lot of reasons why two million Americans are sitting in prison today.  
There’s never an “excuse” for committing a crime, but if you look closely you can see an 
“explanation” for why many of these people developed that way.  Do you realize that 
most inmates never had a parent read to them when they were children?  Most dropped 
out of high school because there was no one there to help them stay in.  Most were 
sexually active and/or physically abused before age 12.  Most inmates witnessed 
violence against others by age 10 and had no one who knew how to grieve it in a 
healthy way.  Most were using drugs or alcohol by age 10.  Most suffered from severe 
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neglect in ‘homes’ that were in utter chaos 24/7.  And here’s the most telling stat: The 
vast majority of prison inmates grew up with no father in the home.6  
 
Do you see what happens in a world without enough mentors?  But can you imagine 
what might happen in a world where that reality changed?  Would there have been a 
nation of Israel if Jethro had not mentored a killer named Moses into becoming the 
leader of a whole nation?  Would there be a Church today or an American nation if 
Ananias had not witnessed to the life-changing love of Christ to a murderer named Saul 
and if Paul had not been willing to be a father to Timothy?  Then think on this:  What 
massive improvement of this world is simply awaiting someone to step forward to be the 
mentor to some fatherless kid or inmate for whom God has an awesome plan? 
 
As the story of Abraham and of Jesus and maybe of our own lives shows us, sometimes 
the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan takes so much longer than we would like.  But 
always, always, there is a common denominator to that outworking.  At the center of 
God’s providence is always some servant who longs to leave a legacy of faith, hope, 
and love.  May that servant be you and me. 
 
Let us pray… 
 
Lord, you are the God of heaven and earth and we are just men and women.  But you 
have called us to "Look up at the heavens and count the stars” – daring to believe 
that “such shall [the] offspring [of the faithful] be."  Oh God, make us faithful – 
faithful to be the parents you have called us to be… faithful to be the mentors you are 
now calling some of us to be… until that day when we gather with Abraham and Isaac 
and Jesus and all of your children around that great family table… and forevermore.  
Amen. 
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