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KINGDOM KIDS 
The Secret to Growing Big 

Text: Matthew 18:1-4 
 

Big Minds 
 
My three year-old son sat at the table, took a bite of his supper, and proudly exclaimed 
with his mouth full of food and his eyes filled with joy, “I’m going to grow BIG!”  Few 
words please his Father’s heart as much as those ones do.  It’s not simply because it’s 
so rare that Amy and I can get Reed to actually eat his dinner!  It’s because as much as 
we cherish our children’s childhood, we want them to grow big – big enough to take 
greater responsibility for their actions (please!); big enough to handle whatever life 
throws at them (please, Lord); big enough to make lasting covenants and raise children 
of their own; big enough to find and fulfill their calling as agents of God’s kingdom in this 
world. 
 
The Bible makes it clear that our heavenly Father has that sort of hope for His children 
too.  God wants US to get big.  In a world of sliding literacy and fuzzy thinking, God 
wants us to have big minds – stretched by truth, trained to discern and reason wisely, 
clear about life’s best goals and how to pursue them.  This is why churches are 
constantly calling people to be life-long students of God’s Word.  It is why it is so 
appalling that only 17% of Christians actually engage in that study outside of worship.  
The transformation of human behavior, so desperately and obviously needed 
everywhere, begins as Romans 12:2 says with the “renewing of [our] minds.”  
 
The reason that churches were the original pioneers of public education and Christians 
must care deeply about the ideas and philosophies that are being fed to them and our 
children is because God wants our minds to be genuinely bigger and brighter and better 
– and what gets pumped into them or not, affects that health.   God longs for the day 
when, as Saint Paul put it, “we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by 
the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the 
truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 
Christ.”1  “Therefore,” says the writer to the Hebrews, “let us leave the elementary 
teachings…” with which we may have grown too content “and go on toward 
maturity.”2 
 

Big Hearts 
 
God wants us to have big minds.  Big hearts too.  A few years ago, I spoke at a 
luncheon in Manhattan to about a hundred employees of AOL Time-Warner.  They were 
people who’d been caught up in the dreams of wealth and greatness that first 
accompanied the merger of those two corporate behemoths.  And they had also 
experienced the stunning greed, hubris, and heartache that the Wall Street Journal and 
others have recently revealed.  Most of the people sitting there that day had just lost 
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their jobs.  Because it was Valentines Day I read to them what most seemed to think 
was simply an appropriate poem.  
 
I was besieged by requests for copies of that poem.  Jews and Muslims, nominal 
Christians and utterly irreligious people alike seemed so moved by the vision of that 
text.  The reason I think was two-fold:  The poem was in fact, the Word of God – 
Eugene Peterson’s translation of 1 Corinthians 13 – and the Word of the Lord has a way 
of speaking to people.  “It does not return void.”3  The second reason is that these 
people had actually met the kind of love the Apostle Paul describes in that passage.  As 
I’ve shared here once before, they had thrown this luncheon in honor of their boss, an 
Elder of this church who, even in the darkest days of corporate confusion and 
bloodshed, had shown them what it means to live with a big heart.   
 
“Love never gives up,” God’s Word says and this man demonstrated. “Love cares 
more for others than for self.  Love doesn't want what it doesn't have.  [It] doesn't 
strut, doesn't have a swelled head, doesn't force itself on others.  Love isn't 
always ‘me first,’ doesn't fly off the handle, doesn't keep score of the sins of 
others, doesn't revel when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth.  
Love puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best, never 
looks back, but keeps going to the end.  Love never dies.” 
 
This kind of “bigness” is too rarely seen today.  Maybe that’s why it makes such a big 
impression when it walks down the halls of our workplace, our church, our school or 
home.  As we’ve contented ourselves with too-small minds, too many of us, I think, have 
settled for having lesser hearts -- for a stunted vision and version of loving.  We’ve let 
ourselves think that love is simply about being nice to people who are nice to us; or not 
saying unkind things to people’s faces; or taking care of our own.  But this is the 
behavior of an immature heart.  It’s a beginning, but surely not the end for which we 
were made.  
 

Getting Big By Getting Small 
 
“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child,” I loved in less developed ways. But “when I became [an adult], I put childish 
ways behind me.”  Are you and I doing that?  As Paul suggests and James the brother 
of Jesus says plainly, God’s desire is to “finish [His] work [in us] so that [we] may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.”4  This ongoing, progressive growth 
toward maturity of mind and heart is a large part of what Jesus means by “discipleship” 
in the ways of the Kingdom of God.  
 
How this growth happens – what we can do to foster or cooperate with it further – is 
going to be this church’s sublime obsession over these next months and years.  Let me 
leave you today, however, with one final seed for your heart and mind.  And here it is: 
The first step toward getting bigger is to get smaller.  After a church service one day, a 
little boy told the pastor, “When I grow up, I’m going to give you some money.”  “Well, 
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thank you,” the pastor replied, “but why?”  “Because my daddy says you’re the poorest 
preacher we’ve ever had.”   
 
Children can show us the truth in all kinds of ways.  They aren’t our model for maturity 
in most ways, mind you.  But in Matthew 18, Jesus tells us that in one absolutely crucial 
way, children show us the starting place for genuine growth. “At that time the disciples 
came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  He 
called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: "I tell you the 
truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.”  I’ve heard people say that it is the innocence or the joy or the 
capacity of children for play that Jesus admired.  Those things are admirable, but they 
are not what Jesus was driving at.   In the next verse, Jesusgoes on to tell us exactly 
what it is about children we are to emulate.   “Therefore, whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Children know they are small.  That is important because humility is the non-negotiable 
and continuing requisite for spiritual growth and kingdom greatness.  To get big, we 
have to truly recognize that we are small.  For most of us – as Jesus plainly says -- 
getting to a place of genuine humility about the actual size of our heart and mind 
requires a significant change.  If you think you’re already fairly great -- if you’re 
comforting yourself with the thought that you’re taller than someone else in the class -- 
the growth stops there.  You’re the size you will be. 
 
But if you can change, if you can look today at the mind and heart of Jesus – at the 
brilliance of his life and teaching and the wonder of his love for stunted people – and 
say, “Lord, I am so small”…  Then you’ll be on the road to growing to your God-given 
potential.  You can come to the Table today, take a mouthful of grace with your eyes 
filled with joy, and say with true promise: “With your help, my Father, I’m going to grow 
BIG!” 
                                                 
1 Ephesians 4:14-15 
2 Hebrews 6:1 
3 Isaiah 55:11 
4 James 1:4  


